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Chairman’s Letter
At the end of August I felt very privileged to be able to spend a morning scrambling around in 
the roof space at the Greyfriars in Worcester, watching a couple of very skilled people taking 
core samples from the timbers to determine their date.  My knowledge of dendrochronological 
analysis could be summarised on a very small scrap of paper, and I was there only as the 
representative of the Society, which raised the money to have this important work done.  Two 
former Chairmen, Stephen Price and Nick Molyneux, both renowned experts on old buildings, 
were fortunately there as well.  But it was a great pleasure to see the project come to fruition, 
and the results will not be long delayed.  You will remember that at the fundraising event a
couple of years ago Pat Hughes and Nick Molyneux were able to report on their work on the 
origins of this beautiful house; the dating of the timbers will hopefully put the finishing touch 
to the story.  The National Trust was also of course represented, and this work has furthered 
the joint interest we and the Trust have in Greyfriars, which belonged to the Society for many 
years before it was transferred to the Trust.  For a fuller account of this project see page 20. 

Other examples of ways in which the Society has been able to further archaeology in 
Worcestershire come from two applications for outside funding which we have been 
instrumental in pursuing this summer.  The first, to create a new archaeological gallery at the 
County Museum, is summarised on a later page (see page 5).  The other has produced a small 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund for a test pitting project involving looked-after children.  
Eight small 1m by 1m test pits will be dug by the children, supervised by Archaeological 
Service staff and students from the University, in back gardens in one village over two days. 
The idea is based on a project run in the east of England by Carenza Lewis, formerly of Time 
Team, who is providing advice. The young people will get an opportunity to have a go at 
archaeology, digging the test pit and washing finds. The results will help uncover the village’s
history which will then be shared with residents. The University students will get the chance 
to be involved in a research project and help support the children.  The project is conceived as 
a pilot, and I hope that our involvement will generate further work along these lines in the 
county, which the Society can help to advance. 

As I write the summer excursions programme has finished, with a successful outing to Sharpe’s 
Pottery Museum at Swadlincote and to Melbourne Hall, two very contrasting sites in south 
Derbyshire, but for me the highlight (in more ways than one!) of the summer’s offerings was 
a climb up and over the transporter bridge at Newport in Monmouthshire.  This amazing 
monument to mechanical ingenuity stands more than 200 feet above the Usk, and an intrepid 
party of members, led by your Chairman, climbed up one tower, as the rain started, spent an 
increasingly wet few minutes crossing the top, and then descended the other tower, all this with 
the river in full view 200 feet below.  This was part of a most intriguing day organised by Fraser 
McNeil-Watson, the other part of which was a visit to the Newport medieval ship, an earlier 
version of the Mary Rose and the Vasa, currently being conserved on an industrial estate in the 
town.  Earlier visits included an outing to the wonderful Anglo-Saxon church and Odda’s 
chapel at Deerhurst, the Red Wing at Croome Court, and two Georgian churches in north 
Worcestershire, ably expounded as usual by Tim Bridges.   

The winter lecture programme has already started, with an entertaining and informative talk by 
Angie Bolton on the first 20 years of the Portable Antiquities Scheme and its outcomes in 
Worcestershire.  By the time you read this the second lecture, by Robin Jackson, on the 
important Bronze Age site at Huntsman’s Quarry at Kemerton, will have happened.  If by any 
chance you missed the first, I hope you will have been to the second, and will have securely 



4 
 

entered all the rest of the programme in your diaries (see pp23-4).  There is plenty of local and 
wider interest to come, and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. 
 
Bob Ruffle 

--------------------------------------------- 
 
News from the County 
Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service have developed a new offer to support family 
and local historians in the UK and abroad. Our team are experts in archive collections and 
archive and archaeological research in Worcestershire, and we support all aspects of local, 
family, academic, media and professional research.  Many of you may have used our free 
services at The Hive, but we are now able to deliver services to you at home via the internet 
for a small charge.  Please pass this information onto family and friends who do not live locally 
but would like rapid access to information, maps and images. 
 

Our downloadable 70-page research guide, 
https://www.explorethepast.co.uk/discover-your-past/, 

is the perfect starting point to discovering your family’s 
history, wherever you are in the world. It explains how to 
get hold of the information you need, whether it’s held in 
our collections or from other sources. You can: 
•  find out how to get copies of original documents, maps, 
photographs and archaeological information; 
•  learn more about the resources most commonly used to 
research the history of people and places in Worcestershire, 
and in English archives generally; 
•  understand more about the records and our services to 
help you on your journey of discovery. 
 

You can purchase the guide securely online for just £6 and have it in your inbox within minutes.   
 
We were delighted to be awarded   Record Keeper of the Year 2017 by the Archive and Records 
Association in August, and all purchases will help us to continue to provide local services at 
The Hive. 
 
Victoria Bryant 
 
Congratulations to Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service,  
Winner of the Archives and Records Association 2017 Excellence Awards  
WAAS tucks yet another success under its belt. ‘In a very strong field of four exceptional short-
listed archives and records candidates’, it was ‘the clear winner’ of this year’s Record-keeping 
Service of the Year award by the Archives and Records Association (ARA). This follows on 
from its achievements in 2013, when it was approved as a place of deposit by the National 
Archives and obtained Archive Service Accreditation, one of the first three local authority 
services to do so. (See Recorder 90, Autumn 2014)   It has also received wide praise for 
maintaining a quality service despite significant pressures on the local authority budget, in part 
through innovative new collaborations. (See Victoria Bryant’s report in Recorder 95, Spring 
2017) As ARA’s Chief Executive Officer John Chambers said, ‘its range and depth of activities 
and success in placing itself at the heart of the cultural life of Worcestershire are just two 
reasons that make the Service special’. 

Our downloadable 70-page research guide,  
https://www.explorethepast.co.uk/discover-your-past/, is the 
perfect starting point to discovering your family’s history, 
wherever you are in the world. It explains how to get hold of 
the information you need, whether it’s held in our collections 
or from other sources. You can:
•	 find	out	how	to	get	copies	of	original	documents,	maps,	

photographs and archaeological information;
• learn more about the resources most commonly used to 

research the history of people and places in Worcestershire, 
and in English archives generally;

• understand more about the records and our services to 
help you on your journey of discovery.
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The award was presented by the ARA’s President, Dr Alexandrina Buchanan, at a ceremony 
in The Hive on 1 August 2017. 

Left: Presentation of the Record-keeping 
Service of the Year Award, 2017: (L-R) 
Jon Elliot, Head of Public Affairs ARA; 
Dr Alex Buchannan, President of ARA; 
Victoria Bryant, Manager, WAAS;  
Dr Lisa Snook, User Services Manager, 
WAAS;  
Jeff James, CEO & Keeper of the 
National Archives. 

Worcestershire County Museum: New Worcestershire Archaeology Gallery – an update 
The Society has been heavily involved this year in applying for grant aid from the Severn Waste 
Environmental Fund towards the creation of a new archaeological gallery at the County 
Museum at Hartlebury Castle.  This is an important project, in which we have been acting in 
partnership with Museums Worcestershire.  The Society, as a charitable body, is able to apply 
for funding from this source, and the project will be managed on a day to day basis by museum 
staff.  It is a great pleasure to be able to report that a grant of £23,300 has recently been 
approved, and the new gallery, to be known as the Worcestershire Archaeological Society 
Gallery, will be opened next summer. 

The project will create a new permanent archaeological gallery within the County Museum. 
The new gallery will set the scene as visitors enter the Museum by telling the previously untold 
story of Worcestershire’s early inhabitants, landscape and animals, supported by 
archaeological finds and visuals. The new interactive interpretative displays will guide the  
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visitor through the Ice Age, Stone Ages, Bronze Age and Iron Age and Roman periods, 
referencing artefacts from the museum’s collection.  

The gallery will be the first room encountered as visitors leave the State Rooms of the Bishop’s 
House, which the Hartlebury Castle Preservation Trust will open to the public next year. As 
this will become the new entrance to the County Museum, it is important to welcome visitors 
with an eye-catching new display to make maximum impact, and fitting that the museum’s 
timeline should start at this point with the prehistory of the area. Up to now there has been a 
significant gap in the County Museum’s visitor journey which currently really only covers the 
period from the 17th to the 21st century. 

We look forward very much to the implementation stage of this project, and to welcoming 
members to the new gallery’s opening next summer. Come if you can to the talk by Deborah 
Fox and Rachel Robinson on 19 March 2018 (see p24). 

Bob Ruffle 

Worcestershire World War 100: People’s Collection 
Continuing its 4-year programme of events and activities commemorating Worcestershire’s 
role in the Great War, Worcestershire World War 100 is curating an exhibition in 2018 which 
will tour locations across the county, sharing the stories of local people. 

You are invited to share your family memories and mementoes, such as letters, diaries, 
photographs, medals and coins, to create a unique commemoration of WW1 as experienced by 
Worcestershire people at home and on the front. Contact www1worcestershire.co.uk/enquiry/ 
or make an appointment (01905 25371) to bring your material into the Worcestershire Soldier 
Gallery, in the Museum and Art Gallery on Foregate Street Worcester. You can also share your 
World War One photos and stories on their social media pages @WW1Worcs and 
www.facebook.com/ww1worcestershire. 

--------------------------------------------- 
News from the City 
At Battenhall Mount (previously reported, see previous issue), a full and detailed photographic 
survey has now been produced, covering the main house, the three listed outbuildings (the 
stables, gatehouse and gardener’s cottage), and also the unlisted 20th century school buildings, 
which are being demolished. The listed buildings are all to be retained and refurbished. There 
has also been an archaeological evaluation, which produced one Roman ditch. 

Development is now underway at the Bransford Trust’s site, which forms part of the former 
Royal Worcester Porcelain complex. Most of the buildings behind the Severn Street façade 
have been demolished, and construction of the houses which are to replace them is proceeding; 
these are funding work to the listed showroom building, which will become a performance 
venue. Archaeological evaluation revealed remains of many periods, including Roman and 
medieval occupation. Porcelain-related remains included the base of a kiln foundation (the 
structure had all been removed)  and a brick-lined tank, while a deposit of Firestone spark plugs 
can be related to war manufacture during World War II. A large cut feature of post-medieval 
date was also found; provisionally this is interpreted as part of the defences added to this side 
of Worcester during the Civil War, as seen on the well-known map of Worcester  ‘as it stood 
fortified, 3 Sep 1651’.
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Evaluation of a site at Parsonage Way, Warndon, adjacent to the M5, found features which are 
thought to represent an Iron Age roundhouse and two ovens, one of them stone-built. Roman 
occupation is also known from the area, though only a single ditch was revealed by trenching; 
the site also has ridge and furrow.  

The Parsonage Way site is close to Trotshill, where a community excavation is planned for 
later in the autumn, on a Roman site discovered by trenching ten years ago; part of the area is 
to become allotments. Participation on the site will be open to all – email 
archaeology@worcester.gov.uk if you are interested. 

Building survey at the Blackpole cartridge factory is ongoing and has revealed much new 
information on the surviving buildings. Early aerial photographs have proved particularly 
useful in identifying buildings which are no longer present. The archives include photographs 
of the site’s construction in 1917, as well as a sale plan and particulars with details of materials 
and use for each building; one of the challenges has been to correlate these two sources, which 
are not cross-referenced.  

Two further war memorials, at St Clement’s and St Stephen’s churches, have been listed at 
Grade II, concluding this project which has seen eight war memorials newly listed, in addition 
to the memorial park and housing at Gheluvelt, Barbourne. 

James Dinn 

Hidden in Plain Sight: a discovery in Worcester 
The recent case study ‘Hidden in Plain Sight: Belfast Trusses and Huts’ highlighted two of the 
most distinctive buildings from the First World War period. In Worcester, we have identified 
very few buildings from this period, either because they no longer survive or because many of 

the sites relating to the Great War 
were existing buildings 
requisitioned for the purpose. We 
are fortunate to still retain the 
fascinating Government 
Cartridge No. 3 factory buildings 
at Blackpole in Worcester – a
purpose-built munitions works, 
in full production by February 
1917, later to be acquired by 
Cadbury’s. This site is currently 
the subject of a volunteer 
recording project and exhibits the 
distinctive Belfast Truss roofing 
structure. The significance of this 
complex has long been known, 

but little else has been identified in Worcester relating to this period. Whilst browsing the case 
study however, one particular image struck a chord.  This was a photograph of the Bingham 
Women’s Institute Hut, constructed from two First World War Accommodation huts, most 
likely sourced from the nearby Clipstone Camp after the war. It seems to have been quite a 
common practice to reuse these huts within the community after the war, and this particular 
example reminded me of a site in Comer Gardens, Worcester. 
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St David’s Church seems a little 
incongruous in the western suburb of St 
John’s, surrounded by brick-built Victorian 
to modern housing.  When comparing it 
with other examples of the period, I was 
very quickly convinced that this must be a 
reused accommodation hut, but needed 
further evidence to be certain. The 
dimensions of the building taken from 
digital mapping fitted nicely with the 
known dimensions of such types (known as 
an Armstrong Hut) measuring 20ft wide by 
66ft long. Closer inspection of the eastern 
end shows that the original doorway has 
been blocked. Reference to the church 
website revealed that the church was in 
place by c1920, which would fit with the 
post war reuse. The clinching piece of 
evidence came in documentary form. We 
are very fortunate as part of the Worcester 
City Historic Environment Record to have 
access to a well-indexed, georeferenced 
collection of digitised building 

applications, dating from 1865-1948. This collection is invaluable to our conservation officers 
in their day to day work as well as to formal and informal research. A building application from 
1920 for the site confirmed this as an ‘Army Hut’.

Further delving into the Worcestershire archives at The Hive added more colour to the story 
and more specific information on the circumstances surrounding the acquisition of the hut. The 
Hallow and Broadheath Parish Magazines were a mine of information, and in the April 1921 
edition advertised the dedication service of the new Comer Church Hall by the Lord Bishop of 
the Diocese on the first Sunday after Easter, 3 April. The magazine went into some detail about 
the loss of previous premises and the acquisition of the hut, the work being carried out by Mr 
F W Brazier, Builder and Contractor. The cost of the Army Hut and its removal to Comer 
Gardens was £100, and the cost of its re-erection and fittings amounted to £200, with grants 
and fundraising coming from the Diocesan Church Extension Society and parishioners. 

There is a colourful account of the Bishop’s dedication service from the July 1921 edition, who 
spoke poignantly about the origins of the building, and I will simply quote here verbatim:  
“He said that in that Army Hut they had something that came straight out of one of the biggest 
struggles God had ever permitted. The shape of that building, the windows, the way they 
opened, and the place where the door was, must all be very familiar to many of the men present.  
He (the Bishop) was himself under canvas on a moorland in Sussex when first the Army Huts 
began to be put together in the second week of October in 1914, and now here was that most 
wonderfully prepared for the worship of God. It was like Melchisedec meeting Abraham, a 
message of peace straight out of a great struggle. The setting up of that hut had only been made 
possible by a good deal of quiet generosity. It was a great joy to him to accept the hut for its 
sacred purposes and, happily, for some other purposes which with perfect reverence could also 
be served when the hut was not needed actually for Divine services. He charged them to keep 
it with great care. He had no doubt that some of them had already done what they could to 
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make it seemly and nice, but a great deal would depend upon the way in which, when it was 
used for recreation purposes, games or what not, the young people took great care – or did not 
take great care – of it. They could make it what they liked. It could be to them something that 
they treasured, guarded and defended, because it belonged to God, or they could treat it as the 
men sometimes treated the Army hut when it was an Army hut. But he was sure that they would 
not do that.”

It would be nice to identify where the hut may have originated but, after some trawling of the 
parish records, I suspect we may not be able to track this down. All that remains therefore is to 
add this newly identified building to the Home Front Legacy database. 

Sheena Payne-Lunn 

61, Broad Street, Worcester 
The building that is 61, Broad Street has been something of an enigma. Its façade with the three 
painted heads attached to the keystones over the windows has been a talking point for decades. 
The little belvedere perched on the roof gave it the name Cupola House in the 19th century, 
when it was also called the Synagogue, and the interior, with 18th century gothic and 
chinoiserie detail, is particularly fine. 

While clearly an 18th century structure, no certain date has been available for the building. 
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1 Brooks Alan,/Pevsner, N., Worcestershire (2007) p 741 
2 Report of the Commissioners; Charities in England, Borough of Ludlow (1820 reprint 1899) Fox’s Charity 
pp 21-23
3 Grundy’s Directory 1794
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The evidence came from an unforeseen source. For some time members of the Worcestershire 
Archives staff have been investigating a Joseph Blackburn, a portrait painter of considerable 
repute in America and Bermuda in the middle years of the 18th century, whose works hang in 
many American art galleries.4 Images can be found in the Wikipedia article dealing with 
Blackburn. Little was known about his origins and it was thought by some that he was an 
American. The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography states.  
'[he]…is of obscure origin: nothing is known of his birth, parents, geographical area of origin 
or education…Nothing is known of Blackburn’s death or burial'. 
Nothing was known of his death and burial! 

However further research in Worcestershire Archives unearthed an interesting link; the 
Archives team found a burial entry – 11 July 1787 ‒ for a Joseph Blackburn in the parish 
registers for St Nicholas Worcester.5 They also found his will, in which he leaves his 
(unspecified) property to daughters Henrietta and Elizabeth. They found Henrietta’s marriage 
licence when she married William Hill, and they also found the will of Ann Hill, one of her 
descendants, in which she refers to the  
‘leasehold house in Broad Street, in the  parish of St. Nicholas in the city of  Worcester in the 
possession of William Mannison which I hold by lease of  the Corporation of Ludlow’. 
She also lists paintings that she has inherited. 

As we have already seen, William Mannison occupied no 61 in 1794, but he also appears in 
the St Nicholas Poor Rate Books paying for the same property as had been held by Joseph 
Blackburn until his death, thus making the link doubly certain.6 Additional evidence comes 
from the deeds relating to the Cathedral property at 62/63, which describe the house on the 
west, i.e. no 61, as occupied by Joseph Blackburn.7

The Encroachment Books for the City supply more evidence about the house itself. Although 
in St Nicholas parish, no 61 was in All Saints’ ward and appears in the All Saints’ section of 
the book. In 1756 the house was in the hands of a Mr Beck, who paid for a small encroachment 
on the street. From that date until 1764 no encroachment fine was paid, implying that the 
building was empty or in process of rebuilding.8 In 1764 Joseph Blackburn paid a large fine of 
2s 6d, a fine that is typical of the underbuilding of the jetty of a timber framed frontage which 
then encroached on the street. As part of this encroachment Joseph paid for two (projecting) 
windows, a cellar window and a step, now obliterated by a modern shop front. 

The research is ongoing and we hope to learn more about this building and its prestigious 
tenant. Nikolaus Pevsner called the house ‘one of the collector’s pieces at Worcester’.9 It 
remains to be discovered how much Joseph Blackburn, with his artist’s eye for detail, 
contributed to this description. 

Pat Hughes, Building Researcher 
Research by Angie Downton, Teresa Jones, Julia Pincott, from Worcestershire Archives. 

4 The biographical material concerning Joseph Blackburn is taken from the blog compiled by the Archives team. 
See http://www.explorethepast.co.uk/2015/11/explore-your-archive-finding-elusive.html. This valuable piece of 
research contains far more detail about Joseph Blackburn. 
5 WAAS 850 Worcester St Nicholas  BA 3790/1b 
6 Note. This information up-dates and corrects that given in Hughes and Leech, The Story of Worcester (Logaston 
2009) p 137
7 From the transcript by David Attwood of  ‘Houses’, an MS volume in the Cathedral Library
8 WAAS 496.5 BA9360 B10/2 
9 Brooks Alan,/Pevsner, N., Worcestershire (2007) p 741 
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Worcester Cathedral: the Refectory Undercroft 
Worcester Cathedral has received initial support of £168,000 for a £1.2m grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to conserve and bring into public use for the first time the 12th century 
undercroft to College Hall. The aim of the project is to bring the undercroft back into use as a 
Centre for Learning, Heritage and Arts for the Cathedral and community. Upon successful 
completion of the development phase, which involves raising £500,000 in matched funding, 
the Cathedral will apply for the Stage Two grant of just over £1m to deliver the project over a 

three year period, with a view to opening the 
new Centre in 2020. Also included in the 
project is the conservation of the over-life size 
13th century stone carving of ‘Christ in 
Majesty’ in College Hall.

The undercroft probably dates from the early 
12th century and was originally open from end 
to end. However, over the centuries it has been 
altered and subdivided, with floors at differing 
levels throughout. The original function was to 

provide storage associated with the kitchen and refectory of the monastery. However, in recent 
times it has had a variety of uses, including a workshop for the Cathedral carpenter and club 
rooms for the King’s School 6th Form. It is now mainly used for ‘storage’ again.

The project will involve raising the lowest floor areas to create a level surface throughout. All 
the new ducting for heating and electrics will be installed within the raised floor so that there 
is no intervention into historic fabric. 

Access to the undercroft is also being improved. Currently access is through several low and/or 
narrow doorways. While these are being retained, a new lift and staircase will be installed 
towards the west end, accessed from the cloister. In the 1880s part of the vault of the undercroft 
collapsed and was rebuilt in brick. There is thus the opportunity to insert the new access without 
removing medieval stonework. The lift will also go up to College Hall, making it properly 
accessible by those with mobility problems. 

The first phase of the project is to continue environmental 
monitoring and to begin clearing the spaces. Much of the fabric 
recording work has already been done (an article by Chris Guy 
was published in 2011 in the Report of the 20th Annual 
Symposium on the archaeology of Worcester Cathedral) but 
further work will be done. The Cathedral will progress its 
consultations with the community, particularly with audiences 

who don’t currently engage with the Cathedral, to develop new and inspiring activities and 
ensure that it is available to a wide audience. 

The £500,000 Matched Funding Challenge means that every donation made to this project will 
be trebled in value by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Cathedral warmly invites support from 
charitable trusts, local businesses and individuals. For more information, contact the 
Development Office on: 01905 732912 or email: development@worcestercathedral.org.uk. 

Jane Rogers 
Director of Fundraising and Development, Worcester Cathedral. Photographs © Chris Guy 
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Worcester Cathedral: 800th Anniversary of the death of Alexander Neckham  
In the north walk of the cloister is ‘one of the most mutilated and defaced monuments about 
the Cathedral’. There has been some debate as to the identity of the person buried here. A 
plaque above the effigy bears the inscription: 

Alexander Neckham. 
Obiit A.D. 1217. 

Eclipsim patitur sapientia, sol sepelitur, 
Qui dum vivebat, studii genus omne vigebat. 
Solvitur in cineres Nakham, cui se foret haeres, 
In terries unus, minus esset flebile funus. 
Photographs © Chris Guy 

This epitaph, written by a fellow monk, is translated as: 
‘Eclipsed is all learning, no longer is burning that sun which alive caused all study to thrive. 
For Neckham’s no more. If on earth to his lore but one heir he did leave us, his death be less 
grievous.’

The same notice states that the effigy was ‘probably John Fordham’, 
prior 1409-38, when the cloisters were rebuilt. However, as Chris Guy 
points out, ‘this seems unlikely, as the effigy seems to have been in 
this position since the wall was built in the early 14th century and not 
cut in later’. Chris draws attention to an article by Rev J.K. Floyer, ‘On 
a Mutilated Effigy in the Cloisters of Worcester Cathedral, said to 
represent Alexander Neckham’, published in the proceedings of the 
Worcester Diocesan Architectural & Archaeological Society in 1897, 
pp188-96. This includes a description from Abingdon’s Survey of 
1717 of ‘a priest, with a large tonsure, vested for the altar. His beard 
was bushy, a thing not usual in these latter days. In his right hand a 
staff of authority, in his left a book, and seemeth to me a portraiture of 
a Prior’. Floyer also mentions that Leland, who states in his Itinerary 
that Neckam was buried in the cloister, had seen the effigy. 

Neckham was born at St Albans in September 1157, on the same night 
as Richard I. His mother, chosen as Richard’s foster mother, suckled 
both children together. As abbot of Cirencester in 1215 he attended the 

Fourth Lateran Council in Rome. 

A grammarian, encyclopaedist, theologian, homilist, commentator and poet, Neckham has 
been described as ‘one of the most remarkable scholars of the second half of the twelfth 
century’ (F.Raby, A history of secular Latin poetry (1957), 2.118). Floyer notes a list of 55 
books ranging across a wide compass. De Naturis Rerum alone included poetry, Biblical 
criticism, astronomy, popular myths, birds, fishes, geology, trees, compasses, fountains, 
animals, games and morals. Neckham, according to Floyer, is the earliest known recorder of 
the legend of the man in the moon, and also the first in England, possibly Europe, to write on 
chess.  



12

Worcester Cathedral: 800th Anniversary of the death of Alexander Neckham  
In the north walk of the cloister is ‘one of the most mutilated and defaced monuments about 
the Cathedral’. There has been some debate as to the identity of the person buried here. A 
plaque above the effigy bears the inscription: 

Alexander Neckham. 
Obiit A.D. 1217. 

Eclipsim patitur sapientia, sol sepelitur, 
Qui dum vivebat, studii genus omne vigebat. 
Solvitur in cineres Nakham, cui se foret haeres, 
In terries unus, minus esset flebile funus. 
Photographs © Chris Guy 

This epitaph, written by a fellow monk, is translated as: 
‘Eclipsed is all learning, no longer is burning that sun which alive caused all study to thrive. 
For Neckham’s no more. If on earth to his lore but one heir he did leave us, his death be less 
grievous.’

The same notice states that the effigy was ‘probably John Fordham’, 
prior 1409-38, when the cloisters were rebuilt. However, as Chris Guy 
points out, ‘this seems unlikely, as the effigy seems to have been in 
this position since the wall was built in the early 14th century and not 
cut in later’. Chris draws attention to an article by Rev J.K. Floyer, ‘On 
a Mutilated Effigy in the Cloisters of Worcester Cathedral, said to 
represent Alexander Neckham’, published in the proceedings of the 
Worcester Diocesan Architectural & Archaeological Society in 1897, 
pp188-96. This includes a description from Abingdon’s Survey of 
1717 of ‘a priest, with a large tonsure, vested for the altar. His beard 
was bushy, a thing not usual in these latter days. In his right hand a 
staff of authority, in his left a book, and seemeth to me a portraiture of 
a Prior’. Floyer also mentions that Leland, who states in his Itinerary 
that Neckam was buried in the cloister, had seen the effigy. 

Neckham was born at St Albans in September 1157, on the same night 
as Richard I. His mother, chosen as Richard’s foster mother, suckled 
both children together. As abbot of Cirencester in 1215 he attended the 

Fourth Lateran Council in Rome. 

A grammarian, encyclopaedist, theologian, homilist, commentator and poet, Neckham has 
been described as ‘one of the most remarkable scholars of the second half of the twelfth 
century’ (F.Raby, A history of secular Latin poetry (1957), 2.118). Floyer notes a list of 55 
books ranging across a wide compass. De Naturis Rerum alone included poetry, Biblical 
criticism, astronomy, popular myths, birds, fishes, geology, trees, compasses, fountains, 
animals, games and morals. Neckham, according to Floyer, is the earliest known recorder of 
the legend of the man in the moon, and also the first in England, possibly Europe, to write on 
chess.  

13

His name is spelt variously, Nequam (‘worthless’) being understood as a punning variation on
an original toponymic surname. Floyer quotes a St Albans monk, Dictus erat Nequam, vitam 
duxit tamen aequam, ‘He was called Nequam, but he led a good life nevertheless’.

Neckham’s sole connection with Worcester was a friendship with Bishop Sylvester, at whose 
Kempsey manor he was staying when he died, on 31 March 1217, and who arranged for his
burial in the Cathedral. Floyer notes that Neckham was a benefactor to the Cathedral, where 
his anniversary was entered in the Priory Register and where two masses were to be said for 
him yearly. 

Chris Guy notes that ‘the eroded nature of this effigy, of Highley stone, is likely to be due to 
the fact that the cloisters were not always glazed. Abingdon describes the glazing present at the 
beginning of the English Civil War but this was probably destroyed during that conflict and 
the present windows only date from the 19th and 20th centuries. Whether some of the erosion 
is due to the sharpening of weapons, etc. is conjecture.’

See also R.W. Hunt, ed & rev Margaret Gibson The schools and the cloister: the life and 
writings of Alexander Nequam, 1157-1217 (OUP, 1984) 

--------------------------------------------- 

Martin Luther Anniversary
It is 500 years since 31 October 1517, when Martin Luther nailed a piece of paper on the door 
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, publishing his 95 revolutionary opinions that 
would begin the Protestant Reformation.  

October 2017 is also the likely 550th anniversary of the birth of Erasmus who, under pressure 
from Rome and many other quarters including the English court, wrote in public opposition to 
Luther De libero arbitrio diatribe, on the freedom of the will, an issue that was central to both 
Luther’s doctrine and Erasmus’ humanist reform programme.  

John Oswen, the first Worcester Printer 
Worcester diocese was not immune from the religious upheavals of the Reformation; indeed, 
back in the early 15th century Worcester Diocese (including, as it did then, Bristol) and the 
wider area of the Welsh Marches was active with Lollards. The religious changes in the reigns 
of Henry VIII, Mary Tudor and Edward VI saw reforming bishops such as Latimer (1535-
1539) and Hooper (1552-1554) appointed to or removed from the See and, for instance, the 
Worcester Bailiff’s Book (WAAS 009:1 BA2636/11 and see also MacCulloch and Hughes, ‘A 
Bailiff’s List and Chronicle From Worcester’, The Antiquaries Journal 1995) records for 1549 
that ‘all books of devine service brought to the bisshopp of the sea….massebooks, grailes, 
legendes and all these and many others were burnte’, an event backed up by the claim by the 
churchwardens of South Littleton for 12d expenses for taking their books in Latin to Worcester 
to be burnt in the same year.  

It was at this time that a printer, John Oswen, came to Worcester, having been licensed by 
Edward VI on 6 January 1549 to be official printer for The Marches. John Oswen of Worcester 
was authorised ‘to print, reprint etc. every kind of book, or books, set forth by us concerning 
the service to be used in churches, ministration of the sacraments, and instruction of our 
subjects of the principality of Wales and marches thereunto…for seven years..’
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In the event, between 1549 and 1553 he printed twenty books in Worcester. A full account of 
these books can be found in ‘The first Printers in Ipswich in 1547-1548 and Worcester in 1549-
1553’ by William K. Sessions (1984). The accession to the throne of Mary Tudor in the summer 
of 1553 totally changed the situation for Oswen and, despite having been made a freeman of 
Worcester, he fled for the Continent, and is lost to history. 

The Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service is fortunate to have copies of two of 
Oswen’s books in the Palfrey collections, which were collected by Alderman Palfrey and 
donated to the then Worcestershire Record Office on his death in 1962. These are: 
1. The godly sayings of the auncient fathers upon the Sacrament of the bodye and bloude of
Christ. Newly compyled and translated oute of Latin into English. By Jhon Veron Senonoys
[of Sens]. Written at Hackeney the laste day of October in the yeare of our Lord MDXCVIII
[1548]. Imprinted the xi day of October Anno Domini 1550 at Worceter [sic] by Jhon Oswen.
(WAAS BA3762/134 (i) 899:31)
[Jean Veron was a French Protestant preacher who settled in England about 1536. In 1551 he
was ordained and presented to a living in London. He survived the Marian period and under
Elizabeth was a prebendary of St Paul’s amongst other preferments.]

Images by John France, courtesy of WAAS 

2. An homelye to be read in the tyme of pestilence and a moste present remedye for the same.
To all pastoures and curates within the Kinges Maiesties Diocese of Worcester and Gloucester.
Imprinted at Worcester by Jhon Oswen, prynter appointed by the Kinges Maiestie for the
Principalitie of Wales, and Marches of the same. 1555. (WAAS BA3762/134 (i) 899:31)
The author of this second book, whilst not identified on the title page, can be inferred to be
Bishop Hooper.

Worcester Cathedral Library also has an Oswen book, ‘The Boke of Common Prayer’ of 1552.

Robin Whittaker 
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John Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester and Worcester 
Bishop of Worcester 1552-4, Hooper was for many years a Cistercian monk at Cleeve Abbey 
in Somerset. He later served Sir Thomas Arundell, one of Cromwell’s commissioners for the 
suppression of religious houses, during which time he became deeply influenced by the works 
of Zwingli and Heinrich Bullinger, forming a long-lasting friendship with the latter. The ODNB
reports that ‘his conversion to a Zwinglian form of reformed Christianity seems to have served 
to reinforce and affirm his harsher qualities, ones which all too often made him irascible, 
stubborn, uncompromising, and even unapproachable’.  

His religious views caused Hooper to flee the 
country at least twice. In 1547 he moved to Zurich 
where the Christian community shared his views
on the pure and primitive church, and published 
three books. Bringing these ideas back to England 
two years later, he was very popular in London as 
a preacher and lecturer, regarded as ‘a prophet, 
nay they looked upon him as some deity’. 

Hooper declined Edward VI’s first offer of the see 
of Gloucester in 1550, objecting to both the oath 
that bishops were required to take and their 
ecclesiastical vestments as impious and papistical. 
References to the saints in the oath were expunged 
by the king, but Hooper’s refusal to shift his 
position regarding vestments saw him imprisoned 
early in 1551, first at Lambeth Palace and then in 
the Fleet. It was Bullinger who persuaded him to 
relent, and he was consecrated bishop, in 
vestments, on 8 March 1551.

Concerned to encourage piety, church attendance, 
and good order, Hooper’s programme of reform 
within the diocese was remarkable. He was 
responsible for much destruction. Pevsner (2002) 
describes the rood screen at Ashchurch as a ‘rare 
survival’ owing to his depredations. 

Hooper was translated to the diocese of Worcester in April 1552, when the diocese of 
Gloucester was dissolved and reduced to an archdeaconry. By the end of the year Gloucester 
and Worcester, like Coventry and Lichfield or Bath and Wells, were united as one diocese,
Hooper spending half the year in each. He attempted to institute the same reforms in Worcester 
as in Gloucester, and was probably involved in the 1552 revision of the Book of Common 
Prayer. His efforts in the two dioceses have been described as ‘herculean’.

In 1553 Hooper was again taken into custody because of his radical protestant views,
imprisoned officially on the charge of owing the crown over £500. His wife and children fled 
to Frankfurt, but he chose to remain in England, facing certain imprisonment and possible 
death. On 15 March 1554 Hooper was deprived of his bishopric. He was burned at the stake on 
9 February 1555 in St Mary’s Square, just outside Gloucester Cathedral precinct, where his 
moving monument of 1861-2 can be seen. 
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Hooper’s books and letters were collected into two volumes by the Parker Society (1843, 
1845). Additional correspondence was published in Original Letters Relative to the English 
Reformation (1846–7).  

Information and quotations taken from the ODNB article by D. G. Newcombe. Hooper’s ‘Story, 
Life and Martyrdom’ is told in The Acts and Monuments of John Foxe vol 6 (1838) 636-76,
available at https://archive.org/stream/actsmonumentsofj06foxe#page/n10/mode/1up 

--------------------------------------------- 

St John the Baptist, Feckenham: Royal Arms 
Readers may be interested in a post script to Robin Whittaker’s article Some Facets of 
Eighteenth-Century Church Life in the 2013 Autumn edition about the Royal Arms in the 
Church of St John the Baptist, Feckenham.  The Consistory Court Record transcribed by Robin 
shows that in March 1715 the Church Wardens were, in no uncertain terms, instructed to ‘set 
up the Kings’s Armes that were lately painted upon a Table’.  Robin comments that this 
confirms opinions that the Royal Arms at Feckenham are undoubtedly those of the Kings of 
the Hanoverian period. 

The comprehensive conservation of the painting earlier this year has revealed an intriguing 
feature.  Annabelle Monaghan, the Conservator, in her Conservation report notes ‘a pentiment 
underneath the motto “Dieu Et Mon Droit” shows Queen Anne’s motto “Semper Eadem”.  Is 
it possible that the artist had started work on new arms for Queen Ann before she died and then 
altered them for King George?  Alternatively, could the artist have forgotten that he was 
working on arms for the new King?  I suppose we will never know. 

The arms now hang on the north wall of the chancel, but a photograph of circa 1900 shows 
them hanging above the chancel arch.  At some time in the 1920s an organ loft was installed 
across the chancel arch and the arms hung in their present position 

Ian Hunter 
--------------------------------------------- 

1217 Charter of the Forest; 2017 Charter for Trees, Woods and People 
6 November 2017 sees the 800th anniversary of the 1217 Charter of the Forest, in which the 
rules in the 1215 version of Magna Carta that related to the forest were brought together in a 
separate charter. This established rights of access and use for the Royal Forests in England.
The National Archive provides both a full translation and the following ‘simplified transcript’ 
of the charter as issued in its definitive form in 1225, selected extracts including the 
introduction to the charter and three of the 16 clauses contained in the document. (See 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/magna-carta/charter-forest-1225-
westminster/ for full translation.) 

‘Edward by the Grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Guyan, to all to whom 
these presents shall come, sends greeting: we have seen the charter of the Lord Henry our father, 
sometime King of England, concerning the Forest in these words.  
Henry, by the Grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Guyan and Earl 
of Anjou, to all archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, justicers, foresters, sheriffs, provosts, 
officers, and to all his bailiffs, and faithful subjects which shall see this present charter, greeting. For 
the honour of Almighty God, and for the salvation of our soul and the souls of our ancestors and 
successors, to the advancement of Holy Church, and amendment of our realm, of our mere and free 
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Hooper’s books and letters were collected into two volumes by the Parker Society (1843, 
1845). Additional correspondence was published in Original Letters Relative to the English 
Reformation (1846–7).  

Information and quotations taken from the ODNB article by D. G. Newcombe. Hooper’s ‘Story, 
Life and Martyrdom’ is told in The Acts and Monuments of John Foxe vol 6 (1838) 636-76,
available at https://archive.org/stream/actsmonumentsofj06foxe#page/n10/mode/1up 

--------------------------------------------- 
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will, we have given and granted, to all archbishops, bishops, earls, barons and to all of this our realm, 
these liberties, following, to be kept in our kingdom of England forever. 
(1) First, we order that all lands which became forest under King Henry II, our grandfather, shall be
examined by good and lawful men; and if these investigations find that Henry II created forest on land
that did not rightfully belong to the king, this land shall no longer be considered forest.
(9) And if the swine of any freeman sleeps one night within our forest, he should not lose any of his
property as punishment.
(10) Henceforth, no man shall lose his life or suffer the amputation of any of his limbs for killing our
deer. If any man is convicted of killing our deer, he shall pay a grievous fine, but if he is poor and has
nothing to lose, he shall be imprisoned for a year and a day. After the year and a day expired, if he can
find people to vouch for him, he shall be released; if not, he shall be banished from the realm of
England.’

To mark the anniversary ‘more than 70 organisations from across multiple sectors have joined 
forces to lead society in creating a Charter for Trees, Woods and People that will guide policy 
and practice in the UK, enabling a future in which trees and people stand stronger together’. 
The Tree Charter will be launched on 6 November at Lincoln Castle, home to one of the last 
two remaining copies of the 1217 Charter. 

If you have not already done so, sign the charter at https://treecharter.uk/, where more 
information is available, including details of the organisations involved. A tree is planted for 
every new signature. 

--------------------------------------------- 

Birtsmorton Stained Glass – an update 
Thanks to the earlier article in the last issue about our campaign to conserve the fragments of 
medieval stained glass in Birtsmorton Church, we were fortunate enough to receive a 
substantial grant from a local charity, the L.G.Harris Trust, for which we are very grateful.  In 
addition, we have received generous donations from individuals, a grant from the Church 
Buildings Council and are currently awaiting news of several other grant applications, 
including one to the Worshipful Company of Glaziers.  With luck and a following wind, we 
hope to begin the restoration work early next year, when our stained-glass conservators, Holy 
Well Glass, are happy to run an open day to allow members of the public to watch them at 
work and to gain a unique close up view of the glass via a light box, so watch this space for 
further details! 

Revd Anthea Elston 
--------------------------------------------- 

Recent Publications

Westward on the high-hilled plains: the later prehistory of the West Midlands (ed J D Hurst), 
Oxbow Books, 2017. List price £30, ebook £15.  

This is an important book, which should be on the shelves of anyone interested in the region at 
this period. Finally it is possible to dispel, for the region as a whole, any remnants of the myth 
that the West Midlands were largely covered by impenetrable forests until the Romans arrived. 
Although earlier archaeological discoveries have an important part to play in this new 
understanding, it is the contributions of extensive aerial and ground survey and of 
development-related archaeology which have decisively changed the picture. 
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In 13 chapters the book takes us from the middle Bronze Age to the Roman conquest, a period 
of some 1500 years. The gestation of the book has been about one-hundredth of that time, since 
the process started with a seminar held in 2002. Therein lie some problems for the editor and 
authors, as a great deal of archaeological fieldwork and publication has occurred during the 
ensuing 15 years, and it has not been possible to reflect all of that within the various papers; 
the preface is vague about the implications of this. Dates of final updating of individual papers 
vary widely, and only Mike Hodder’s chapter on the West Midlands explicitly states its final 
revision date of 2014. 

Three introductory chapters cover a wider archaeological perspective (Sharples), the 
environmental evidence for landscape and farming (Pearson) and the late Bronze Age 
(Dalwood). A series of papers then cover the whole period in the six counties making up the 
region. Finally there are chapters on ceramics (Hancocks), (largely) metalwork finds from the 
Portable Antiquities scheme (Bolton), production and trade (Hurst), and Iron Age landscapes 
and settlement (Wigley). 

Worcestershire readers will probably turn to Derek Hurst’s chapter on middle Bronze Age to 
late Iron Age Worcestershire first, but the county is well represented throughout the volume, 
not least because many of the authors have close connections with the county, and this chapter 
cannot be read in isolation. The fine cover illustration is of a Worcestershire hillfort (Bredon 
Hill), and the book’s title is taken from the great Worcestershire poet A E Housman.  

One of the main functions of the county chapters should be to provide a rapid survey of the key 
site reports and other published literature for those unfamiliar with the area, including those 
taking on work there. The Worcestershire paper only does this to a limited extent. Many of the 
key reports of recent and also earlier years are omitted. There is no mention here of the 
excavations of the late Bronze Age site at Huntsman’s Quarry, Kemerton (Jackson 2015), the 
small hillfort at Conderton Camp (Thomas 2006), a pit alignment at Hindlip (Wainwright 
2014), the small Iron Age settlement at Bath Road, Worcester (Rogers 2014), the late Iron Age 
to Conquest period suggested trading post at St John’s, Worcester (Wainwright et al 2014), 
Iron Age saltworking at Droitwich (Woodiwiss, ed, 1992), the excavation of part of the bailey 
rampart at Worcester Castle, radiocarbon dated to the early to middle Iron Age  (Napthan 
2014), or the remarkable Pershore hoards (Hurst and Leins 2013). Similarly the earlier 
excavation reports for Bredon Hill (Hencken 1938) and Midsummer Hill (Stanford 1981) are 
also omitted, as are the antiquarian reports by Jabez Allies and others of metalwork finds from 
the Severn; this leads Sharples (this volume, 4) to comment on the absence of metalwork 
deposition in this river. Two reports of wider surveys should also be cited: Webster and 
Hobley’s (1964) reporting of Arnold Baker and Jim Pickering’s cropmark discoveries, which 
marked the beginning of a re-evaluation of later prehistory in the Avon and Severn valleys, and 
Bowden’s (2005) survey of the Malvern Hills, with its reconsideration of the origins of the 
Shire Ditch. Finally, there is the archaeological elephant in the room for Worcestershire, the 
complex Iron Age settlement at Beckford, barely mentioned here, though several reports, 
mainly interim, were published in the 1970s (Oswald 1972, Britnell 1975, Sawle and Wills 
1975, Wills 1976, 1978). These are significant omissions which reduce the value of this chapter 
as a comprehensive review. Nearly all of the ‘missing’ references can be found somewhere in 
the volume, but not in the Worcestershire paper. Others have been published in recent volumes 
of the Transactions, often in conjunction with detailed online reporting (Bath Road, St John’s, 
Hindlip).  



18

In 13 chapters the book takes us from the middle Bronze Age to the Roman conquest, a period 
of some 1500 years. The gestation of the book has been about one-hundredth of that time, since 
the process started with a seminar held in 2002. Therein lie some problems for the editor and 
authors, as a great deal of archaeological fieldwork and publication has occurred during the 
ensuing 15 years, and it has not been possible to reflect all of that within the various papers; 
the preface is vague about the implications of this. Dates of final updating of individual papers 
vary widely, and only Mike Hodder’s chapter on the West Midlands explicitly states its final 
revision date of 2014. 

Three introductory chapters cover a wider archaeological perspective (Sharples), the 
environmental evidence for landscape and farming (Pearson) and the late Bronze Age 
(Dalwood). A series of papers then cover the whole period in the six counties making up the 
region. Finally there are chapters on ceramics (Hancocks), (largely) metalwork finds from the 
Portable Antiquities scheme (Bolton), production and trade (Hurst), and Iron Age landscapes 
and settlement (Wigley). 

Worcestershire readers will probably turn to Derek Hurst’s chapter on middle Bronze Age to 
late Iron Age Worcestershire first, but the county is well represented throughout the volume, 
not least because many of the authors have close connections with the county, and this chapter 
cannot be read in isolation. The fine cover illustration is of a Worcestershire hillfort (Bredon 
Hill), and the book’s title is taken from the great Worcestershire poet A E Housman.  

One of the main functions of the county chapters should be to provide a rapid survey of the key 
site reports and other published literature for those unfamiliar with the area, including those 
taking on work there. The Worcestershire paper only does this to a limited extent. Many of the 
key reports of recent and also earlier years are omitted. There is no mention here of the 
excavations of the late Bronze Age site at Huntsman’s Quarry, Kemerton (Jackson 2015), the 
small hillfort at Conderton Camp (Thomas 2006), a pit alignment at Hindlip (Wainwright 
2014), the small Iron Age settlement at Bath Road, Worcester (Rogers 2014), the late Iron Age 
to Conquest period suggested trading post at St John’s, Worcester (Wainwright et al 2014), 
Iron Age saltworking at Droitwich (Woodiwiss, ed, 1992), the excavation of part of the bailey 
rampart at Worcester Castle, radiocarbon dated to the early to middle Iron Age  (Napthan 
2014), or the remarkable Pershore hoards (Hurst and Leins 2013). Similarly the earlier 
excavation reports for Bredon Hill (Hencken 1938) and Midsummer Hill (Stanford 1981) are 
also omitted, as are the antiquarian reports by Jabez Allies and others of metalwork finds from 
the Severn; this leads Sharples (this volume, 4) to comment on the absence of metalwork 
deposition in this river. Two reports of wider surveys should also be cited: Webster and 
Hobley’s (1964) reporting of Arnold Baker and Jim Pickering’s cropmark discoveries, which 
marked the beginning of a re-evaluation of later prehistory in the Avon and Severn valleys, and 
Bowden’s (2005) survey of the Malvern Hills, with its reconsideration of the origins of the 
Shire Ditch. Finally, there is the archaeological elephant in the room for Worcestershire, the 
complex Iron Age settlement at Beckford, barely mentioned here, though several reports, 
mainly interim, were published in the 1970s (Oswald 1972, Britnell 1975, Sawle and Wills 
1975, Wills 1976, 1978). These are significant omissions which reduce the value of this chapter 
as a comprehensive review. Nearly all of the ‘missing’ references can be found somewhere in 
the volume, but not in the Worcestershire paper. Others have been published in recent volumes 
of the Transactions, often in conjunction with detailed online reporting (Bath Road, St John’s, 
Hindlip).  

19

So what have we learned about the character of later prehistoric Worcestershire, over the last 
30 years as well as from previous research? The book’s title can be taken to hint at the contrast 
between the older view of hillforts standing in splendid isolation and the newer picture of 
densely populated river valleys. Nevertheless, evidence of the middle to later Bronze Age and 
also the early Iron Age has proved to be very elusive in Worcestershire; many site types from 
these periods are hard to find, and few have come up during investigation of later sites. In the 
middle Iron Age hillforts become much more prominent, while lowland settlements also occur, 
whether extensive, as at Beckford, or more discrete or isolated. Frequently the settlement 
pattern changed completely in the late Iron Age, but this is as yet unexplained. Environmental 
evidence is proving to be very valuable in understanding agriculture as well as the natural 
environment, while finds evidence has revealed complex trade networks including pottery, salt 
and stone objects.  

The Worcestershire recommendations now look a bit dated (the former planning guidance 
PPG16, replaced in 2010, is mentioned in one), but still have value: 
1. Aerial photographic evidence is crucial, though the rate of new site discovery has slowed
dramatically, and combining it with ground survey will add significantly to understanding.
Development-related work can address affected sites but will not yield a full understanding
across the landscape. When working in partnership there is a clear need to consider the different
aims and aspirations of, for instance, archaeological researchers, resource managers and
community groups. The role of community archaeologist is a very welcome one, but it is by
no means a new role. Crowdfunding or other initiatives should be considered for some of the
work, providing an opportunity for the wider local community to support the research.
2. Riverine dredging is largely a thing of the past in many areas, but may still be a factor locally,
for instance where gravel is being moved by barge. Ponds in areas of former river channels are
probably a much more significant risk to preservation of archaeological remains, though where
these form part of wider development schemes their impact should be considered alongside
other impacts.
3. The value of very extensive scientific dating programmes has only recently become evident.
The archive of radiocarbon dates for Worcestershire has been greatly enhanced by about 100
dates from the dating programme at Beckford, over 50 of which are for residues on pottery.
These are included in the dataset published by the CBA in 2012. The recommendations for
scientific dating still stand in terms of future work.
4. Again, there are 15 dates from human burials at Beckford. Graves are often isolated features
so the recommendation should be useful in identifying Iron Age burials in particular.
5. Within existing budgets, careful study of finds assemblages from Iron Age or Roman may
be unrealistic, but there is certainly a case for selective scanning.
6. The rarity of earlier prehistoric boundary features is puzzling. Given the need for drainage,
large ditches could be expected, and have been found, for instance a Bronze Age ditch
excavated at the Iron Age site at Beckford (Britnell 1975), but they are rare.

One additional recommendation which could be included is the re-examination of earlier 
archaeological archives; Hurst has led the way here with work on Bredon Hill and the 
publication of the Blackstone enclosure site, but the gestation period has meant that Conderton 
(excavated 1965-66, published 2006) and Beckford (excavated 1972-79, publication awaited) 
also fall into this category. 

Ironically, as with any such volume, its success will in large measure be judged by the 
engagement of the archaeological community in its conclusions and recommendations, where 
new understanding will inevitably make it out of date. The book shows that in many ways we 
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are still in the early stages of a journey towards the understanding of later prehistory in the 
West Midlands; despite its limitations it is a very important signpost on this journey. It is in 
any event a noteworthy achievement to have reached publication – the last volume in the series, 
for earlier prehistory, came out in 2007, and of the later periods, only the Roman volume (due 
out very shortly) seems likely to appear. 

James Dinn

Court Rolls of Romsley 1279-1643 ed Matthew Tompkins, Worcestershire Historical Society 
NS Vol 27 (2017) 357pp. Available for £28.00 + £3.50 p&p from the WHS online shop, 
http://www.worcestershirehistoricalsociety.co.uk/online-shop/, or from Robin Whittaker, tel 
01386 554886, email worcshs1893@gmail.com.

This volume brings to fruition a project conceived by the Romsley and Hunnington History 
Society which commissioned Matthew Tompkins of Leicester University to translate the 
Romsley Court Rolls, and gave financial support towards the cost of preparation and 
publication. Some of the Romsley court rolls before 1307 were published by the Worcestershire 
Historical Society in 1910 and 1933, in a Latin transcription.

The Lyttelton family purchased the manors of Halesowen and Romsley in 1558, taking over 
most of the records of Halesowen Abbey, and continued to hold separate courts for Halesowen 
and Romsley until the English Civil War. In the 1920s the court rolls were deposited at 
Birmingham Reference Library. The rolls for 1716-1811 and 1817-1872, also translated by 
Julian Hunt, are complete and can be searched at www.rhhs.org.uk/court-rolls.html.

A very useful introduction by Christopher Dyer, assisted by Julian Hunt and Michael Hall, 
explains Romsley’s relationship with Halesowen, an unusually large manor. Sometimes called 
a hamlet, Romsley had its own manor court from medieval to modern times. Its court 
proceedings were generally written on the back of the Halesowen manor court rolls. Both are 
remarkably complete.

The introduction provides information about the courts, their function and business, village 
community and peasant life, topography and the landscape, and a note as to what the rolls do 
not tell us. The court rolls record all land transactions within the manor, in addition to the usual 
fines for misdemeanours, such as taking timber from the lord’s wood, overstocking the wastes 
and allowing animals to stray into the common arable fields. They also include fines demanded 
from local tradesmen for allegedly selling ale and foodstuffs below the standard measure.

There are indices of persons, places and subjects. The last gives a clear indication of the rural 
nature of the village, with 23 subheadings each under ‘Agriculture’ and ‘Crops’, 27 under 
‘Livestock’, and 16 under ‘Trees’. Debt and assault are the most numerous ‘Offences’, where 
‘Trespass’ is passim. Of 2 entries under ‘Roads, Unlawful’, no 146 reports that Simon de Fulfen 
‘unjustly made a road with his cart on the lord’s land to the lord’s damage’, and ‘diverted the 
course of a certain water to the house of Adam Broun’. There is much to interest in this volume.

---------------------------------------------

Dendrochronology at the Greyfriars, Worcester
In August 2017 the Worcestershire Archaeological Society sponsored dendrochronology at the 
Greyfriars. The Society has a long association with this building and some of our older 
members will recall attending meeting and events there in the 1960s and 1970s. In the 1940s 
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the Society was instrumental through its generous member Major Thompson in saving the 
building (9 Friar Street) and its neighbour (7 Friar Street) from demolition, and in the third 
quarter of the 20th century it owned the whole site. The Society used the premises as its 
headquarters for its meetings and library, agreeing a repairing tenancy with a stalwart of the 
Society, the redoubtable Mr Matley Moore and his sister Miss Elsie Matley Moore.  After 
Matley Moore’s death the Greyfriars passed to the National Trust.10

In recent years the Society has worked with the National Trust managers to raise awareness of 
these historic links. Two years ago the Society held a highly successful summer party and fund-
raising event at the house. WAS members, Dr Pat Hughes and Nicholas Molyneux, who have 
undertaken much research on the building, talked about the documentary and architectural 
history, while other members worked hard to provide an excellent supper.  As a result £1,500 
was raised for dendro work. 

Dendro or tree-ring dating is the scientific method of dating tree rings to the exact year they 
were formed, thus establishing the felling date of the timber. It is thought that timber felled for 
building construction would have been used within 12 to 18 months. If we can establish the 
felling date of the oak used in Greyfriars we can arrive at much greater precision in 
understanding the building’s development. Currently a date in the last quarter of the 15th
century is generally regarded as most likely on both stylistic and documentary grounds. The 
initials ‘TG’ on the spandrels of the pilasters under the jetty may refer to Thomas Green who 
is known to have had interests on this site at the time, but we do not know when in his long 
business career Green built the house.

Analysis of the samples is underway and the full report is expected in November. The 
dendrochronologists involved tell us that they are confident that the sampling was successful 
and should give us a felling date for the main range of building fronting Friar Street. Their 
eagerly awaited results will be announced at our meeting on 20 November when staff from the 
National Trust will join us to receive the news. 

---------------------------------------------
Chysauster
Those who went on the Study Tour to Cornwall in October 2015 (and others, no doubt) will be 
interested to read the article by Susan Greaney of English Heritage and Olaf Bayer of Historic 
England in the September/October edition of British Archaeology, pp40-45. Olaf Bayer’s 74-
page report is available at http://research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=15552.

An analytical earthwork survey has mapped a large number of previously unrecorded 
earthwork features, predominantly of Iron Age and Romano-British date, and has enabled an 
understanding of how they relate to the stone-built structures such as the fogou and the 
courtyard houses. Features included a possible enclosure associated with the fogou, a series of 
lynchets of probable Iron Age date underlying the core of the courtyard house settlement, and 
a field system associated with the Romano-British courtyard house settlement. Evidence of 
post-medieval tin prospection, quarrying and agricultural improvement was also recorded, as 
were spoil heaps from 20th century archaeological excavations. The survey also made explicit 
the links between features inside the Guardianship area and those previously recorded in the 
surrounding landscape.

10 For a full account of the Society’s acquisition see Vince Hemingway ‘The Society, Matley Moore and the 
Greyfriars’ Transactions 3rd series 17 (2000), 303-12
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Dates for your Diary
Saturday 4 November, 10am-5pm Worcestershire Archaeology Dayschool
At the University of Worcester campus in St John’s.
Talks this year will include: the Broadway Dig; Fascinating Finds; Ridge & Furrow; Eastham 
Bridge & Crossings; and Palaeolithic Worcestershire.
Tickets £20 including tea/coffee & biscuits; make your own lunch arrangements.
Book at https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/LibraryEvents/EventDetails.aspx?id=413.
For further information phone 01905 766352 or email explorethepast@worcestershire.gov.uk.

Saturday 11 November The Simon de Montfort Society
One Day School: The Arts in the Middle Ages
Prince Henry’s High School, Sports Pavilion and Conference
Centre, Victoria Avenue, Evesham WR11 4QH
Speakers: Laura Rice, ‘History of Medieval Drama’, Richard Sermon, ‘Walter Odington’s 
sacred Music’, Tim Porter, ‘Purbeck Marble, The Royal Stone of Thirteenth Century 
England’, and Ann Mason, ‘The History of the Book and its Significance in Medieval 
Europe’.
There will be a sale of new and second-hand books and Simon de Montfort memorabilia.
Fee including coffee, lunch and tea, £50. http://www.simondemontfort.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/05/brochure.dayschool.2017.02.2017-05-22-1.pdf

The Battle of Worcester Society events:
Thursday 23 November, 7.15 p.m.  BOWS AGM in The Studio at The Hive
Monday 4 December, 7.00 p.m at the Guild Hall  

Charles Spencer presents an illustrated talk on his new book To Catch a King
Saturday 9 December to Thurs 4 January  Christmas Tree Festival, the Cathedral Cloister 
Sunday 10 December, 12.30pm for 1pm Christmas Lunch at The Whitehouse Hotel.
Full details and prices, where applicable, can be found on their website, at: 
http://www.thebattleofworcestersociety.org.uk.

A 16-minute film, ‘The Battle of Worcester’, directed by Joe Gaffney, is being shown to 
accompany the new Battle of Worcester exhibition at The Commandery, the Royalist 
Headquarters during the decisive Battle of Worcester in 1651, a major milestone on the road 
to parliamentary democracy.

Worcestershire Archaeological Society: Lecture Programme, 2017-18
The Lecture Programme opened on 18 September with a lively and interesting talk on ‘20 years 
of treasure: The Portable Antiquities Scheme in Worcestershire’ by the ever-enthusiastic 
Angie Bolton of the Portable Antiquities Scheme, Museums Worcestershire. The Scheme,
which each year records thousands of archaeological objects found by members of the public
whilst gardening, walking across fields or using a metal detector, celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in September. Over 14,400 archaeological finds, ranging from prehistoric hand 
axes to 17th century buttons, have been recorded from Worcestershire alone, some of national 
importance. Angie outlined the background to the Scheme, set up under the Treasure Act 1996,
and highlighted some of these finds, and their contribution to our understanding of the 
archaeological landscape. She also spoke of the improving relationships with local metal 
detectorists. 
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Dates for your Diary
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Talks this year will include: the Broadway Dig; Fascinating Finds; Ridge & Furrow; Eastham 
Bridge & Crossings; and Palaeolithic Worcestershire.
Tickets £20 including tea/coffee & biscuits; make your own lunch arrangements.
Book at https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/LibraryEvents/EventDetails.aspx?id=413.
For further information phone 01905 766352 or email explorethepast@worcestershire.gov.uk.

Saturday 11 November The Simon de Montfort Society
One Day School: The Arts in the Middle Ages
Prince Henry’s High School, Sports Pavilion and Conference
Centre, Victoria Avenue, Evesham WR11 4QH
Speakers: Laura Rice, ‘History of Medieval Drama’, Richard Sermon, ‘Walter Odington’s 
sacred Music’, Tim Porter, ‘Purbeck Marble, The Royal Stone of Thirteenth Century 
England’, and Ann Mason, ‘The History of the Book and its Significance in Medieval 
Europe’.
There will be a sale of new and second-hand books and Simon de Montfort memorabilia.
Fee including coffee, lunch and tea, £50. http://www.simondemontfort.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/05/brochure.dayschool.2017.02.2017-05-22-1.pdf
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which each year records thousands of archaeological objects found by members of the public
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axes to 17th century buttons, have been recorded from Worcestershire alone, some of national 
importance. Angie outlined the background to the Scheme, set up under the Treasure Act 1996,
and highlighted some of these finds, and their contribution to our understanding of the 
archaeological landscape. She also spoke of the improving relationships with local metal 
detectorists. 
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This was followed on 9 October by Robin Jackson of WAAS speaking about the excavations 
at Huntsman’s Quarry, Kemerton, ‘Bronze Age Households, Houses and Landscapes’.  It is 
almost 20 years since archaeological investigations undertaken in the 1990s in advance of 
quarrying in Kemerton revealed a largely unexpected but very extensive landscape of field 
boundaries, waterholes and post-built houses stretching across almost 8 hectares of farmland 
on the south slopes of Bredon Hill. Significant assemblages of environmental material and 
artefacts were recovered. Following a long programme of detailed analysis and a major 
programme of radiocarbon dating which revealed the true significance of this site, the results 
of this work were published in 2015. 
NB Robin’s book Huntsman’s Quarry, Kemerton: A Late Bronze Age settlement and landscape 
in Worcestershire (2015) is available from Oxbow at the special price of only £7.95, reduced 
from £30:  https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/huntsman-s-quarry-kemerton.html 

30 October  Investigating Historic Droitwich: its streets and people
Lyn Blewitt and Stephen Price (Historic Droitwich Project) 

An overview of the results of a 3.5 year project looking at documentary evidence of the people 
who have lived and worked in Droitwich over 8 centuries (from the 1200s to the mid 1900s), 
and at the buildings which survive that were constructed initially from the 1300s to the 1600s.  
Images of the oldest and most interesting buildings will be shown and their dating, development 
and significance discussed, including one discovery of national significance.  For a few 
properties, brief information on their most notable inhabitants is also covered. 

20 November  Demons and Bugs in Early Modern England
Darren Oldridge 
(Institute of Humanities & Creative Arts, University of Worcester) 

What happened to evil spirits in the English Reformation?  Protestants recast traditional ideas 
about the supernatural: they denied the existence of creatures such as fairies and ghosts, and 
developed a highly spiritualised understanding of the Devil.  This presentation seeks to relate 
these wider changes to the archaeological evidence of protective magic in Tudor and Stuart 
England.  It also considers the activity of "doubtful spirits" more broadly, including demons 
and witches' imps. 

11 December  The Celtic Place-Names of Worcestershire
Andrew Breeze (University of Navarre) 

Worcestershire, rich in many things, is especially rich in Celtic toponyms, including those of 
Crutch, Dowles, Kersoe, Kyre, Lickey, Malvern, Mamble, Pendock, Pensax, Tardebigge, or 
Worcester itself. They give an exotic or un-English look to maps of the county, but also create 
problems for place-name scholars. Fortunately, recent work on the vocabulary of early Welsh 
and related languages allows solutions to many of these forms, thereby shedding light on the 
archaeology, landscape, settlement, fauna, flora, and other aspects of Worcestershire in the 
days of the Ancient Britons. 

15 January  In search of Worcester’s Anglo-Saxon Cathedrals
Chris Guy (Worcester Cathedral) and 
Simon Haddrell (Stratascan SUMO) 

In 1084 Bishop Wulfstan started a new cathedral to replace the two earlier Anglo-Saxon 
cathedrals, but where were they and what did they look like? This lecture will combine analysis 
of the present building, information from excavations here and elsewhere together with the 
results of recent ground penetrating radar surveys to try to provide some answers. 
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5 February  John Gwynn: 18th Century Town Planner and Bridge Builder: 
‘a fine, lively, rattling fellow’
Stefka Ritchie (Honorary Research Fellow, University of Birmingham) 
and David Whitehead (Victoria County History of Herefordshire) 

A contemporary of Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), John Gwynn (1713-1786) was like Johnson 
a Midlander.  Born in Shrewsbury, Shropshire, after initially working as a carpenter, Gwynn, 
like Johnson, moved to London very likely in his twenties to seek fame and fortune. Both men 
were enthusiastic about social improvement and the lecture will trace evidence for the 
application of their ideal in London, Oxford and especially in the West Midlands. 

26 February  Saving Victorian and Edwardian buildings in the West Midlands
Tim Bridges (Victorian Society) 

The Victorian Society is the national charity campaigning for the preservation of buildings 
from the period 1837 to 1915. Tim has worked as Conservation Adviser for the Society across 
the urban West Midlands for over ten years. Whilst Birmingham forms the core area, there is 
also much significant casework in Dudley, and Sandwell, and within Worcestershire in 
Redditch and Bromsgrove. Amongst the buildings under threat of demolition or major 
alteration are factories, public houses, churches, schools, shops and housing. We will explore 
the range of cases and the role of the Society in the conservation of this heritage. 

19 March  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, followed by: 
Museum Archaeology and the new WAS Gallery 
Deborah Fox and Rachel Robinson (Museums Worcestershire) 

Despite the large archaeological collections from both Worcester and the county, Museums 
Worcestershire do not currently have a dedicated archaeology gallery. Support from 
Worcestershire Archaeological Society and ENTRUST has enabled work to begin on an 
exciting project, a gallery telling the story of the county through these rich collections. Rachel 
Robinson and Deborah Fox will provide updates on the new Worcestershire Archaeological 
Society gallery and the wider development project at Hartlebury Castle. 

16 April The Berkeley Lecture:
The Landscape History of the Malvern Hills; new discoveries 
George Demidowicz  
(Honorary Research Fellow, University of Birmingham) 

In the 1630s King Charles I enclosed one-third of each of manors that shared Malvern Chace 
in exchange for relinquishing his right to venison and vert (green vegetation) over the whole 
Chace. The banks and ditches created have hitherto not been recognised in the field, dominated 
as the hills are by the Shire Ditch and obscured by a dense network of quarry and recreational 
cartways and tracks. Other lost features revealed include the smelting house for the ‘fools’ 
goldmine near the Wyche and the ‘Dragon’s Hoard.’

Meetings take place on Monday evenings, at 7.30 pm in the Lecture Theatre, the Royal 
Grammar School, Upper Tything, Worcester, WR1 1HP (Free car parking in Little London). 
Visitors are welcome: Guest membership is £2 per meeting (FREE for registered students). 

Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, Caroline Hillaby, email 
recorder@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk by 1 March 2018. 
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