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Chairman’s Letter
I am writing this in the middle of September to make the publication deadline for the Recorder
before I go on holiday. As a result of this some events will have already occurred before you
read this, including the first meeting of the season on 26 September. The first speaker is James
Bond, the very first County Archaeologist who took up the post in 1969 (see pp 4-9, 22-3).
This event means that 2019 is the 50th anniversary of a professional archaeological presence
in Worcestershire, and from September onwards there will be a series of blogs on the
Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology web site https://www.explorethepast.co.uk.events,
including those written by the former County Archaeologists. These aim to provide a light,
sometimes funny, and always informative overview of the changes and successes of the last 50
years. Sadly one theme runs through those from the mid 1970’s onwards, and that is the
continuing battle for resources.
Whilst professional archaeology is 50 years old, Worcestershire Archaeology Society is much
more venerable and for 165 years it has ensured that the records of excavations and historical
research are accessible via the Transactions and, thanks to your support, we hope that this will
continue for at least another 165 years.
Watch out for a range of activities supported by WAS over the next few months. The Society,
via the Garth Raymer Research Fund, is supporting the excavation of a pipe kiln in Cripplegate
Park, Worcester (see Recorder 99, pp13-14). Skilled volunteers have been organised and a
public open day is taking place on 21 September. Worcestershire Archaeological Society, with
the support of the Learning and Outreach team of Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology
Service, is submitting a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to continue the test pitting project
which took place in White Ladies Aston last year to other areas of the County (see Recorder
99, pp 8-10). If successful there will be projects in Wichenford, Bewdley, Wolverley, Redditch,
Beoley and Badsey, as well as a follow-up investigation at White Ladies Aston.
Victoria Bryant

--------------------------------

News from the County
Investigations on the Worcester Southern Link Road: uncovering the Battle of Worcester
Ongoing archaeological work, as part of the widening of the A4440 Southern Link Road, is
revealing artefacts from the Battle of Worcester, fought on 3 September 1651. The roadworks
are a major multi-million pound investment for Worcestershire County Council. WAAS has
been involved in the project for a number of years, operating alongside TACP (UK),
Environmental Consultants, and Alun Griffiths (Contractors) Ltd, and works are continuing as
the road construction progresses.
Archaeological evaluation trenching was undertaken in stages during 2017, 2018 and 2019,
designed to investigate the alluvial landscape of the River Severn and River Teme floodplain
impacted by the development scheme, with particular focus on areas thought to lie close to
action in the skirmish at Powick Bridge (1642) and the Battle of Worcester (1651). Unlike
other Civil War battlefields, where the material residue of the conflict is normally found in the
topsoil and is accessible for both systematic archaeological survey and general metal-detecting,
it was largely unknown how deep the archaeological horizon associated with the Civil War
fighting would be. There have been many years of subsequent flooding and silt deposition
across this landscape, gradually burying any artefacts beyond the reach of normal metaldetectors.
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Accordingly, application of optically-stimulated luminescence (OSL) dating was
commissioned from the University of Gloucestershire in order to try and resolve whether the
17th-century horizon was buried within the alluvial sequence and, if so, how deeply. This
technique calculates when quartz grains within the alluvium were last exposed to sunlight
before being buried (the longer
away from light, the more electrons
become trapped in the mineral
crystalline structure). During the
trial trenching, seven samples were
taken at varying depths: the results
were crucial for understanding the
formation
of
the
alluvium,
providing a plausible and consistent
depositional
sequence
which
allowed modelling of key points.
Samples being taken for OSL dating

As a result, subsequent archaeological work to locate the Civil War horizon (especially via
systematic metal-detecting survey) could be objectively directed. Previous items reportedly
found on or around the battlefield hadn’t been securely located, so this work became a valuable
opportunity to carefully map and record the physical evidence of such a significant event.
Archaeologists from WAAS have been working alongside a specialist metal detectorist,
following the progress of the construction team and, as a result of the OSL results, been able
to target a specific part of the alluvial sequence in order to recover artefacts from the battle.
Nearly 40 musket, carbine and pistol balls, as well as powder charge caps (from the wooden
flasks that held individual measures of gunpowder), horseshoes, harness fittings, and coins
have so far been recovered. There
are also other items such as a
possible iron trigger guard from a
musket, part of a sword hilt, and a
buckle similar to those used on
spurs. Clusters of the lead shot
have been located around pinch
points – field boundaries and
drainage ditches indicated by
historic mapping – with an
increased
frequency
towards
Powick Bridge and Powick church.

Clockwise from top left: Lead shot from a carbine (left) and musket (right), powder charge caps, strap
ornaments and a strap buckle

Not all of the shot shows signs of being used and some were probably lost unspent, but a
concentration of distorted and impacted carbine and pistol shot around an old field boundary
east of the church points to intense fighting in that location by cavalry. A substantial cluster
along a former boundary closer to Powick Bridge is mainly musket balls, indicating the
presence of infantry. These examples provide tangible evidence of the ‘hedge to hedge’
fighting mentioned in historical accounts as taking place across the battlefield, as the
Parliamentarians pushed the Royalists back towards Worcester.
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Site work is continuing and it is hoped that more items will be found in the near future, but
those recovered to date provide an insight into the progress of the battle and offer a physical
and poignant connection to those who fought on the battlefield over 360 years ago.
Richard Bradley, Worcestershire Archive & Archaeology Service
The Worcestershire Archaeology Service: Origins, 1969-74
This year marks the 50th anniversary of a professional archaeological presence in
Worcestershire. In the late 1960s opportunities to enter professional field archaeology in
England were limited to a small number of organisations, such as the Ancient Monuments
division of the former Ministry of Public Building and Works, and the Royal Commission on
Historical Monuments. Although some universities had archaeology departments, many of
these had a strong tradition in classical archaeology abroad, and were not always responsive to
the needs and opportunities within their own locality. National and local museums had great
variations in levels of staffing and resources. Their main tasks had always been seen as
collection, conservation and display; only relatively rarely were they able to take a lead in
active fieldwork and excavation.
The 1960s saw unprecedented levels of threat to archaeological sites and historic landscapes,
caused by the increasing scale and accelerating rapidity of development of all kinds. Town
centres were being redeveloped and historic buildings torn down, the ‘Rape of Worcester’
being a particularly notorious example. New motorways, bypasses and pipelines were carving
through open countryside ‒ the M5 motorway had already been cut right across Worcestershire
with no archaeological monitoring whatsoever. Gravel extraction was destroying huge swathes
of river terraces where aerial photography had only recently begun to discover evidence of
prehistoric and Romano-British occupation. Earthworks of all periods were being levelled as
hedgerows were ripped out and old pasture converted to arable production.
The existing archaeological establishment was ill-equipped to meet the new challenges, and a
more radical response to the crisis emerged in the ‘Rescue’ movement, spearheaded locally by
Phil Barker, Birmingham University Extra-Mural Department’s staff tutor based in Worcester.
Among the proposals which emerged to gain widespread support was the establishment of an
archaeologist’s post in every county council.
Most of the first generation of county archaeologists appointed through the 1960s and 1970s
were based in planning departments, where it was generally believed they could be most
effective. However, the very first appointment of this type was made by the Oxford City and
County Museum at Woodstock, whose first director, Jean Cook, was determined that the
newly-founded museum should not limit itself to collecting and displaying objects, but should
also play a much more active part in documenting and recording the county’s past. She
established a post of ‘Field Officer’. Don Benson, its first incumbent, never formally bore the
title of ‘County Archaeologist’, but that is, in effect, what he became.
Worcestershire County Museum
Worcestershire was unusual in following Oxfordshire’s lead, attaching the post to its own
museum at Hartlebury Castle, opened to the public in May 1966. The museum’s management
came under the County Education Department, so the primary commitment to education
pervaded all aspects of its philosophy and practice. Its objective was defined as the ‘illustration
of the broad basis of the life of Worcestershire people through the centuries’. Its early displays,
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influenced by the private collection of Mr & Mrs J.F, Parker of Tickenhill which formed its
nucleus, concentrated on the domestic, social and industrial life of the county in the 19th and
early 20th centuries; but the moral responsibility for earlier periods was not forgotten, and the
decision to appoint an archaeological officer followed in 1969.
In the highly-professionalised world of archaeology today it would be utterly unthinkable for
a 24-year-old student, equipped only with a BA degree in geography and experience of a couple
of years of research on deserted medieval villages, to take on the responsibilities of a county
archaeologist in his very first post. One of the great challenges was that I was expected to know
about everything from microliths to blast furnaces. I was painfully aware of how ill-equipped
I was. I lacked even the basic requirement of being able to drive a motor vehicle; one member
of the interviewing panel had enquired whether I could ride a horse instead! Until I passed my
driving test I rode a small red moped named Æthelflæda, a fairly undignified means of transport
whose limitations became all too evident as winter approached; during those early months I
was thankful that I was operating in a relatively small county. Probably what saved me was
that, with such posts still relatively new, there were few expectations based upon precedent.
What I was able to offer was plenty of enthusiasm, a willingness to work long hours and learn
on the job and, through the good fortune of having lived in Birmingham for six years, a better
knowledge of the locality than my competitors for the post.
I also had the good fortune to be able to draw upon the advice and experience of more senior
archaeologists at Birmingham University who had interests in west midlands archaeology,
notably Graham Webster, Phil Barker and Philip Rahtz, and I benefitted greatly from their help
and encouragement. I remember too, with great gratitude, the welcome and support and cooperation I received from the staff of the County Record Office, the City Museum and other
museums in the county. Perhaps my most constant source of encouragement was Mick Aston,
whom I had met when we were students at Birmingham. We became lifelong friends, and Mick
was best man at my wedding in May 1970, believed to have been the very last occasion when
he was seen wearing a suit. Mick went on to much greater things but, as a native of that part of
the Black Country which was formerly in Worcestershire, he never lost his interest and
affection for the area, and he was always generous in sharing his knowledge with me.
There were some drawbacks to working from Hartlebury: in particular, the remoteness from
the planning process at first limited the opportunities to exert much influence on planning
decisions, and it took time to develop the necessary connections. However, being based in a
museum had some real advantages. The public perception of planning departments tended to
be that they were full of obstructive bureaucrats. By contrast, museums generally enjoyed a
much better public image as places which were more accessible and friendly, and this allowed
a much more positive connection with the general public.
Educational Functions
The Museum’s educational role gave me the licence to undertake extensive missionary work,
giving talks on local archaeology to a wide range of non-specialist organisations, such as
Rotary Clubs, Round Tables and particularly Women’s Institutes. I retain fond memories of an
especially enjoyable weekend’s teaching at Avoncroft College in the company of a large group
from Cadbury’s Bournville factory; and of leading a tour round some of Worcestershire’s
deserted medieval villages for unsuspecting members of the Birmingham branch of the
Geographical Association – for most their first-ever introduction to sites of this type. Before
taking up my post at Hartlebury I had worked for a couple of years as a part-time tutor teaching
evening classes for Birmingham University’s Extra-Mural Department in Warwickshire, and I
6

was able to continue this in Worcestershire. Such classes always attracted a wide range of
people with knowledge and practical experience from their own careers, which often had some
bearing on my own work, and I am certain that I learned far more from members of my classes
over the years than they ever learned from me. It is a matter of great regret that the withdrawal
of most universities from liberal adult education has since closed off such opportunities.
Museum Displays
Unlike most county archaeologists, I had some involvement in the preparation of museum
displays, under the invaluable guidance of Linda Babb who was already on the staff when I
arrived at Hartlebury. The museum had significant displays related to local industries, such as
Redditch needle-making and the Belbroughton scythe industry. However, the archaeological
collections from earlier periods were not extensive, and space for permanent displays was
small, so there was a limit to what we could achieve. Nevertheless, Hartlebury received over
40,000 visitors a year, far more than would ever contemplate reading an archaeological report
in an academic journal, so we thought it was important to establish some visible presence there
for ‘traditional’ archaeology. We mounted occasional small temporary displays within the
museum showcasing current archaeological projects of that time, and took travelling
exhibitions out to events such as the Three Counties Show to reach a wider public.
Fieldwork, Excavation and the Worcestershire Archaeological Inventory
My job description explicitly excluded direct involvement in excavation, but I had considerable
freedom to undertake landscape, earthwork and buildings surveys and other forms of field
recording. Much of this work was reactive rather than planned: hasty excursions undertaken
with minimal notice, often working single-handed, to make what record I could of sites
threatened with imminent damage or destruction. Frequently this had to be limited to
photographs and sketch plans, though on occasions I was able to get the time to make measured
surveys of earthworks and buildings.
Dovecote at Wick, a Grade II listed
building surveyed and photographed
by James Bond before its demolition in
1970. See Worcestershire Archaeology
Newsletter, May 1970, pp6-7; Vale of
Evesham Hist Soc Research Papers
(1971) pp52-8.

Although this often seemed random
and hit-or-miss, cumulatively it did
add up to something worthwhile. It
was a very exciting time, simply
because previous investigations of
so many aspects of the historic
landscape had been so limited that almost every journey resulted in new discoveries.
One of the few restrictions placed upon me was the obligation to submit a yellow form which
had to be signed by the Museum’s keeper a fortnight in advance if I wanted for any reason to
travel outside the county during working time. This was not an onerous constraint, but it must
have sparked one small moment of rebellion, as Stuart Davies reminded me; he and I had been
following the Dowles Brook through the Wyre Forest exploring the mill sites along the valley,
and at one point I jumped across the stream and back with the defiant cry ‘I’ve just been into
Shropshire!’. I was still very young then.
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I could not hope to do everything myself, but my teaching activities had managed to
engage a small band of volunteer helpers to assist in such activities as monitoring pipeline
and road construction, in a way which simply would not be permissible today, and to
undertake research into their own localities and their own special fields of interest. There
were important contributions by others, especially in Worcester, where an evening class led in
the County Record Office over several years by Jacqueline Jameson performed invaluable
service by systematically abstracting field-names from tithe and estate maps, an operation
which led directly to the identification of a number of previously unknown archaeological
sites.
My priority was to begin compiling an inventory of archaeological sites and historic buildings
in Worcestershire, taking as my model the Sites and Monuments Record pioneered in
Oxfordshire by Don Benson. This involved collecting and collating information from published
literature, augmented by new fieldwork and by the investigation of aerial photographs and
unpublished documentary sources. A generous donation by Arnold Baker of copies of his aerial
photos of crop-marks in the Severn and Avon valleys was an important early contribution. All
sites were plotted on overlays to the Ordnance Survey 1:10,560 maps, with standard record
cards providing location details and brief descriptions, backed up by more detailed records and
surveyed plans as these became available. I never quite grasped the nettle of cross-indexing,
which Don had developed so effectively in those early days by the use of optical coincidence
punched cards; but since then, the advent of computers has enabled much wider access and
much more sophisticated indexing. By comparison with the present Historic Environment
Record, what was set up in the early 1970s now seems very primitive; but it was necessary to
lay the foundations and to gain acceptance for the principle of maintaining such a record, and
this was a useful start. Even before I left Worcestershire, the basic inventory had proved its
worth in identifying development constraints, for example in steering the M42 motorway clear
of unscheduled sites of major importance.
For the first four years the lack of any direct local authority provision for rescue excavation
remained a weakness. I gave what support I could to external agencies involved in excavation
projects within the county and, where they could not meet some pressing local need, I tried to
improvise, quite shamelessly making use of friends with archaeological experience and
volunteers working without payment; but this could not provide a long-term solution. The
museum’s keeper at that time, George Shearer, was sympathetic to my pleas, and in May 1973
we were able to secure a second post to take on board responsibility for the more efficient
organisation of rescue excavation. My new colleague was Alan Hunt, previously a schoolmaster in Stourbridge, whom I had already press-ganged into giving up part of his summer
holiday, assisted by some of his friends and pupils, to undertake rescue excavation on a Bronze
Age barrow cemetery at Holt which was under imminent threat from gravel extraction. Alan
and I got on well together, and enjoyed an effective partnership over the last year of my
employment at Hartlebury.
It is impossible to review here the range of projects that were undertaken over those five years.
Records of each year’s discoveries were summarised in the West Midlands Archaeological
News-Sheet (a more substantial publication than its name suggests, forerunner of the present
West Midlands Archaeology) and in the Worcestershire Archaeology Newsletter (now the
Worcestershire Recorder), and most of the more coherent projects have since been published
more fully elsewhere. Some of these developed into lifelong interests. Halesowen Abbey was
my first encounter with the Premonstratensian canons, a study subsequently extended throughout Europe. The medieval chronicle of Evesham Abbey introduced me to the exploitation and
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management of monastic estates, an interest resulting in the publication of Monastic
Landscapes in 2004.
Conclusion
Looking back half a century later over the first five years of my working life, I realise how
fortunate I was to have been given the opportunity to spend that time in Worcestershire. The
love I developed then for the rich variety of historic landscapes within the county remains
undiminished to this day. At the time it had been something of a switchback ride. I was fully
aware that I did not really have sufficient experience to cope adequately with all that came my
way, and there were certainly times of crisis, periods of doubt, errors of judgement and a few
outright failures. However, to balance that, there was the regular excitement of new discoveries,
the rewards of a constant process of learning on the job, and a modest sense of achievement at
some of the progress made. Perhaps above all, I made many friends there, and I am pleased to
say that most of those who are still living remain good friends today.
The end came for me in 1974 when major changes in the organisation of local government
resulted in Worcestershire and Herefordshire becoming merged into one county. This did not
meet with universal approval, and there were many who drew upon the imagery of Hereford
bulls and Worcester china shops to question the wisdom of the amalgamation. In fact the uneasy
union lasted only a couple of decades before the two counties became separated again in the
next round of reorganisation. However, I suddenly found myself faced with the prospect of
having the area for which I had responsibility being more than doubled in extent, with no
prospect whatsoever of extra resources to cope with it. With considerable reluctance I decided
that it was time to jump ship. By then I had family reasons for needing to return to my original
home area in Oxfordshire so, when the museum service there advertised for a new Assistant
Field Officer to work under Don Benson, I had no hesitation in applying for it. There, belatedly,
I gained the apprenticeship that would have enabled me to do the job in Worcestershire so
much better, had I received it before being thrown in at the deep end in 1969.
It has given me great pleasure to watch the subsequent development and expansion of the
service, through changing and often challenging circumstances, to become the thoroughly
professional organisation that is Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service. I am
grateful for the opportunity to make a contribution to commemorating an anniversary which is
theirs as well as my own.
James Bond
See also pp 22-3
-------------------------------News from the City
St John’s Mill on Bromyard Road is a prominent landmark on the western edge of Worcester.
There is documentary evidence for a mill on the site in 1086. The earliest surviving fabric is a
wall which may be part of a building mapped in 1729. The main six-storey mill, adjacent
miller’s house, engine room and warehouse form part of a corn mill complex built from 1868
onwards. The Worcester and Midland Ice Co Ltd acquired the site in 1898 and made changes
to the buildings including insulation for cold storage. Later the site was used to manufacture
ice cream. The buildings are now being converted to form apartments. Evaluation trenching
around the buildings has shown that there are deep fills, presumably relating to infilled water
channels, but no signs of earlier mill buildings have been found in the work so far.
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St Helen’s church has received much attention recently as the city centre parish continue their
work to bring Worcester’s most historic church back into full use. A detailed heritage statement
has drawn attention to many previously neglected features. These include the Aston Webb
mosaics which form part of his reordering of St Helen in 1879-80, when he largely rebuilt the
south aisle. They can be compared with other mosaics designed by Webb in St George,
Barbourne, and St Mary the Virgin, Claines. Unlike those others, which are more complete
compositions, here the mosaic takes the form of panels infilling around a number of ledger
slabs. One more recent change is a metal hatchway below the east window in the north aisle.
Robin Whittaker has been able to confirm that this was installed in the late 1950s as a fire
escape for Record Office staff working in the shelving in the north aisle. Following a
programme of stonework repair, the proposals for the next phase include the building of a toilet
block north of the tower, and replacement of Aston Webb’s east window in the south aisle with
a doorway on to the High Street, reinstating one of the two doorways inserted into the east wall
in 1808. This is intended to be in a modern interpretation of Gothic rather than the Gothick of
the early 19th century, and will reuse the jambs and window head which are currently there.
The proposed demolition and redevelopment of the former Images nightclub in The Butts has
focussed attention on part of the medieval city wall which survives along the southern edge of
the site. The building itself is thought to date from the 1860s and was built for Turton’s
engineering works. Unfortunately later uses have removed all internal evidence of its Victorian
origins. This was one of many industrial concerns which found a home in the strip of land
formerly occupied by the city ditch, whose fills are sure to underlie the building.
Assessment of the scheduling of Fort Royal continues. Unfortunately the geophysical surveys
(magnetometry, resistivity and radar) did not give the clear definition of buried features which
we had hoped for, but there were suggestions of buried ditches on the southern and western
sides of the fort.
The Old Infirmary, Silver Street
This is a building which has featured several times before in this column. It is one of the last
remaining buildings in Silver Street, part of the medieval Lowesmoor suburb. At one point the
Old Infirmary was part of the larger St Martins Quarter development, and historical research
was undertaken by Pat Hughes and a building survey by Nick Joyce. It was then sold on to
another owner who has now brought the whole building back into use.
The Old Infirmary started life as a pair of brick-built houses, erected by the Six Masters around
1677. Their accounts detail the purchase of over 120,000 bricks. This followed the destruction
of the Civil War, when the Lowesmoor suburb was levelled to ensure a clear field of fire from
the city walls. Francis Moule, a weaver, was the first tenant of no 18, and may have added the
rear wing in the 1680s, as a workshop, at his own expense. In 1745 Bishop Maddox secured
the use of the building as Worcester’s first infirmary, and a lease was signed in 1748. This use
continued until patients were moved to the new purpose-built infirmary in Castle Street in 1769.
Worcester’s Old Infirmary is an extremely rare survivor from this first generation of hospital
provision in England (since the Dissolution). The building was then used as a school from 1782
to 1855. Later uses included a hop store, tin-plate factory, working men’s institute, bicycle
shop and dance studio. The last use before restoration was as the Majestic Wine Warehouse.
Over the years the buildings have suffered neglect and indignities, and for the last half century
or so the rear wing has been held together by scaffolding. The building frontage was restored
and brought back into use, first as an ice cream parlour and student rooms, with the
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reinstatement of the top floor and dormer windows. Now the rear wing has been thoroughly
restored to create an ‘aparthotel’ with six rooms. While these have all modern amenities,
readers will probably be more interested in the historic fabric, which has been carefully retained
and cleaned. One of the ground floor rooms retains a historic cast iron range made by the
Thomasson company, a forerunner of Metal Box, who once owned the building. On the first
floor are wall decorations and ‘daisywheel’
apotropaic marks to protect against witches. Even
more fabric is preserved on the top floor where
makeshift partitions were built from reused
timber including medieval window mullions.
These may well have been built during the
hospital period, and graffitied initials carved into
the timber are either from this period or from the
later school.
Details of the Old Infirmary can be found at https://www.bedandbreakfast.eu/bed-andbreakfast/worcester/old-infirmary/6057931/.
James Dinn

--------------------------------

Medieval Stained Glass Conservation at Birtsmorton Church - Conclusion
Many thanks to all of you who have taken such an interest in the restoration of our medieval
stained glass. I am delighted to be able to report that it is all now back in situ in the Church,
cleaned, conserved and restored with vented and leaded secondary glazing in place to prevent
the lichen which caused the problems in the first place getting to it again. Our conservators,
Holy Well Glass, have supplied us with a comprehensive record of the work done, and their
photos show the poor state the glass was in when they removed it from the church.
The algae and lichen had really got a hold on the glass, and in some areas the glass was almost
falling apart, with lead and breakages needing to be repaired. Each piece of glass was cleaned
using a 50/50 mix of ethanol and ionised water applied using cotton buds and soft brushes.
Where the algae and lichen were very bad, a 100% ethanol solution had to be used. The
difference is stunning. In addition, breaks which historically had been repaired with
disfiguring strapping were edge bonded so that the full beauty of the glass could now be seen.
Exciting discoveries were made
along the way – we have some of the
original medieval lead – if anything,
even rarer than the glass itself! All
this was obviously retained and
conserved. And Holy Well Glass
also discovered some medieval
glazier’s marks, only visible today
because the glass has corroded to its
shape.
We also had some of our mullions repaired, as there was little point having the glass repaired
if we didn’t take care of the stone surround it sits in. And our leaded, vented secondary glazing
protects our glass from the elements in ways in which our grills were completely unable to do.
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All in all we are thrilled with the work carried out by the fabulous team at Holy Well Glass.
Of course, it wasn’t possible to return all the glass to its original pristine state. Sadly some
fragments remain very discoloured as the damage done to them was too far gone. But we are
very grateful for all the support and funding we received to ensure that the glass has been
cleaned, restored, stabilized and most of all, protected and preserved so that it will still be there
for future generations to enjoy. You can view and download the full restoration report online
at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18667/page/51189/view/. Enjoy!
Rev Anthea Elston

--------------------------------

The Worcestershire Recorder reaches its century
In 1994 I wrote a short piece to mark the fiftieth edition of what was then called the
Worcestershire Archaeology and Local History Newsletter. The auspicious occasion of this
hundredth edition enables me to revisit that account and bring the story up to date.
For the first forty issues the Newsletter was produced by Worcester City Museum in
cooperation with the Society. The first four editors were all Museum staff; when I took over I
still took the Newsletter copy to the City Museum office where it was typed up and duplicated.
However, from issue 40 onwards it has been wholly produced and funded by the Society.
The very early issues contained what were then useful checklists of historical sites, the sort of
information that is now so easily disseminated through web sites, but then tended to exist only
in card indexes in offices. Early issues also included regular updates from both the Bordesley
Abbey excavations then taking place, and bulletins on the progress of the newly-created
Avoncroft Museum of Buildings. The 1980s saw an increasing number of short articles rather
than news snippets, but when Hal Bethell took it on in 1995 he renamed it the Worcestershire
Recorder and consciously revamped it to be a newsletter, with lots of very short pieces of news
and updates. The Chairman’s letter became a regular feature from issue 47 onwards, and editors
have always been able to rely for news and contributions from the local professional museum,
archive and archaeology services. There have also over the years been very regular contributors
from among the membership. In issue 57 Hal floated the idea of a book-reviewing panel, and
certainly of late the range and coverage of the book reviews in the Recorder has become a
notable feature. Even in these days of the Internet the Recorder still fulfils a useful role in
alerting members to Society talks and excursions and also to outside lectures and Conferences.
One initiative that didn’t last was the proposed ‘Worcestershire Research Register’, although
for many years I regularly reported on accessions to the Record Office.
Production techniques have greatly affected the look of the Recorder. After the first few plaincovered issues line drawings began to be used, and, with better means of reproduction, for
many years now issues have always had very attractive and striking images on the cover. Word
processing and better reprography have allowed the use of photographs in the text and a
more professional look to type-face and layout compared with the early typed and duplicated
copies.
Looking back over the 100 issues gives a fascinating insight into the various trends, advances
and crises that have affected the county over these 52 years. Some items of news sank never to
be seen again (for example the proposed reprint of Nash’s Worcestershire in 1978). On the
other hand, these 100 issues enable us to see some of the exciting developments that have
changed the face of archaeology and history in the County as they happened – the Crowngate
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excavations, new techniques, the impact of legislation on the relationship between development
and archaeology – as well as reflecting changing personalities and attitudes within the Society.
In issue No 2 the editor wrote ‘Our first issue was in general kindly received. The newsletter
can, however, only be as good and complete as its contributors make it’. The success of the
Recorder continues to rely on the hard work and application of the Editor and the willingness
of the myriad of contributors. Many objectives of those early newsletters are now also covered
by web sites and social media. There is now no need for the once regular list of local societies
and their contact. However, members still look forward keenly to each new issue and I hope
this will continue to be the case for many more years to come.
Appendix: Newsletter/Recorder editors 1967-2019:
C.C.Paine
1-2
Gill Farnsworth (later Owen)
3-18
Caroline Latta
19-21
Clive Beardsmore
22-28
Robin Whittaker
29-40
Lydia Buckland
41
Olive Belchamber
42-51
Hal Bethell
52-60
Caroline Hillaby
61-100

1967-68
1969-76
1977-78
1979-82
1982-88
1989
1990-95
1995-99
2000-2019

Robin Whittaker
Editor’s note: Is it time for a change? I still enjoy editing the Recorder, but do not wish to get
in the way of someone who may perhaps wish to bring it into the 21st century. If you would
like to talk about what would be involved in taking on this interesting job, contact Caroline
Hillaby at recorder@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk. I would be happy to assist
my successor in the first year.
-------------------------------Recent Publications:
The Song of Simon de Montfort: England’s first revolutionary and the death of chivalry
Sophie Thérèse Ambler (Picador, 2019) xx + 428 pp. RRP £20; a discount of £3 available at
Waterstones in Worcester to WAS members on production of a membership card.
This new biography of Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester (d. 1265) is to be welcomed, and
perhaps surprisingly so. Earl Simon’s last days were played out in Worcestershire but local
historians will find nothing new here, and the events of Montfort’s life have already been
established by Charles Bémont (Simon de Montfort, 2nd edn 1930) and J. R. Maddicott (Simon
de Montfort, 1994). It might have been thought that there was nothing fresh to say.
But Bémont and Maddicott found an unresolved contradiction between Earl Simon’s genuine
piety and idealism on the one hand and his personal ambition on the other. The originality of
the present book is that it depicts him as not contradictory but consistent. It does so by exploring
the aristocratic crusader culture into which Montfort was born and of which his father, leader
of the Albigensian Crusade, was among the brightest exemplars. Essential to that culture was
an imperative to kill infidels and heretics in the name of God and, if necessary, to sacrifice
one’s life in the attempt. That is what Simon’s father had done, meeting his death outside the
walls of Toulouse when Simon was about ten years old. Such, too, was the sacrifice of the
legendary Roland in the most famous of the Old French chansons de geste, the ‘Song of
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Roland’ (to which Dr Ambler’s title alludes). Simon de Montfort was to direct his crusading
zeal and ambition against bad faith at home, whether in the government of England or in his
own relations with the king and, like his father at Toulouse or Roland at Roncesvalles, he was
willing to die at Evesham for his cause. Montfort’s French cultural roots and his father’s great
example made of him a singular, but ultimately lonely, revolutionary in English aristocratic
society.
In achieving this imaginative interpretation of Earl Simon’s character, Dr Ambler builds a
sound narrative of events, agreeably written, and illuminates it by quoting extensively from
Montfort’s own words. Oral evidence from medieval personages is rarely found. Fortunately,
however, Earl Simon was a master of the ‘sound-bite’ and is the most quotable English
statesman before the age of Elizabeth. His reported sayings and statements are taken seriously
in this book and treated as essential to the author’s argument.
By another imaginative leap, Dr Ambler views the battle of Evesham as a stage in the ‘death
of chivalry’. She distinguishes the crusader’s idea of chivalry as the deliberate killing of infidels
and heretics but not of Christians. When conflicting Christians, however, took to purposely
killing fellow-Christians rather than merely defeating them, that kind of chivalry began to die.
Whereas at the battle of Lewes (1264) Simon de Montfort had defeated the king and the Lord
Edward but had not taken their lives, the Marcher forces before Evesham agreed to kill
Montfort on the field of battle. This stimulating and scholarly book thus attaches a European
significance to the events of August 1265 in Worcestershire.
David Cox
The Story of Finstall: The 1640s to the 1940s Jennie McGregor-Smith. Brewin Books (2019)
200pp. £14.95
As someone who has only passed through Finstall on the way from Redditch to Bromsgrove
this book has proved extremely informative, giving personal histories of many local buildings
and their inhabitants. There are specific chapters relating to the grand houses such as Finstall
House, Rigby Hall, Grimley Hall and Finstall Farm, as well as the more humble farms and
cottages of the area including The Oakalls, Slideslow and Hopgardens, together with
interesting information regarding local landowners and benefactors such as the Albrights and
Brettells. Perhaps more suited to a ‘dip in’ approach rather than an intensive read, this book
becomes more absorbing as it progresses towards recent times and contains such a wealth of
information that it is sometimes overwhelming. The depth of research undertaken by the author
is truly impressive. A modern map giving current street names would have been useful for
those of us who are not so familiar with the area, and a family tree for the Albrights would have
saved a lot of page turning. This book has whetted my appetite and I'm looking forward to my
next visit to Finstall and an opportunity to investigate some of these locations for myself.
Carolyn Morris,
Member of Historic Droitwich & Dodderhill Research Group
Two more books from Amberley Publishing, both by Stan Brotherton, both RRP £14.99,
£13.49 from the publishers at https://www.amberley-books.com/.
Historic England: Worcestershire- Unique Images from the Archives of Historic England
This latest local publication from Amberley Books is a volume of images of the County. There
have been many books of county photographs over the years, but this volume’s special feature
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is that almost all the images come from the Historic England Photographic Archive in Swindon
which holds over 10,000 from the county. With such a large area to cover and with so many
potential photographs the author has sensibly decided to arrange the volume by theme rather
than location within the county. As ever with Amberley Books the quality of reproduction of
both black and white and colour images is excellent, and each image has a helpful caption
putting it in context. The selection is eclectic and personal, as all such volumes must be, and I
was pleased to see the inclusion of some very recent images, for instance the new Mucknell
Abbey in Stoulton, the 2004 ‘The Ark’ from Alvechuch church or The Hive in Worcester.
These compare and contrast well with older images. However, it also points up one feature that
disappointed me – nowhere in the captions are there any indications of the dates of the images,
which clearly cover (from evidence in the photographs themselves) a wide range from
Edwardian times onward. Whilst it is fun to challenge oneself to try to date the images, as an
archivist I should have liked more dating evidence in the text. That said, there is much of
interest in these pages for any reader, and anyone new to the county would find it a useful
overview of the sorts of pleasures waiting to be discovered.
There is a very helpful page at the back on the Historic England Archive itself which will, I
hope, encourage readers to explore those collections for themselves.
Robin Whittaker
Secret Evesham
One of four recent titles by the indefatigable Stan Brotherton, which together make a splendid
contribution to the history of Evesham (full details on the Amberley Publishing website).
This title rather sells its contents short, because contained in this fascinating, informative and
well-researched book is ‒ as Stan himself remarks in his introduction ‒ a collection of
‘curiosities, oddities, enigmas, mysteries and history hidden in plain sight’. However please
don’t infer from the above that this is some sort of bits-and-pieces miscellany. Yes, there are a
series of boxed ‘Did you Know’ asides but they are complementary to a series of solid ‒ albeit
necessarily succinct ‒ chapters that throw new light on a number of important themes in their
proper context, while also exposing the merely conjectural or downright mythical (such as the
burial place of Lady Godiva or the building still known as ‘Shakespeare’s Rest’).
Those topics are essential to getting a rounded appreciation of the history of the town. They
include, for example, the founding and dissolution of the Abbey; the derivation of Evesham as
a name for the settlement and its accurate spelling and pronunciation; the origins of the town’s
coat of arms; why there were two parish churches established side by side; and locating the
probable final burial place of Simon de Montfort.
However the topic that most sparked my interest was covered in the two chapters tracing the
history of the famous Bell Tower, together with the succeeding one on the ‘Lost Bell of
Evesham Abbey’. I would be confident that there is much information here that is not readily
available elsewhere and, taken together, would easily justify a separate pamphlet or journal
article.
The excellent text is accompanied by well-chosen photographs, maps and other illustrations,
many of which would be difficult to find elsewhere and certainly not conveniently brought
together in this way.
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My only criticism is the lack of even a selective index. And although this is obviously not
meant to be an academic study, I would still have liked to see a more extensive bibliography
and a short guide to the sources that Stan has so diligently examined.
The only actual error I can readily find concerns the caption to the lower illustration on page
26: for good historical reasons that pilgrimage went from Winchcombe to Evesham ‒ not viceversa as shown. I know that because I led it!
Clive Bostle
Also out this year, to be reviewed in the spring edition:
Interpreting MS Digby 86. A Trilingual Book from Thirteenth-Century Worcestershire
edited by Susanna Fein. Boydell and Brewer (2019) RRP £60; special price £39 to WAS
members until 31 May 2020 using offer code BB797. Order through website
(https://boydellandbrewer.com/interpreting-ms-digby-86-hb.html) or contact their distributor,
Wiley (Tel. 01243 843 291; email customer@wiley.com).
Worcester Cathedral Dean and Chapter Treasurer’s Register 1611-1669 ed David Morrison,
Worcestershire Historical Society NS 28 (2018)
The price is £28.00, £21 to WHS members, available from Robin Whittaker (plus £3.50 p &
p) or online at https://worcestershirehistoricalsociety.co.uk/online-shop/.
-------------------------------Tudor Tapestry and Tenbury Tracks – an evaluation of Elizabethan Teme crossings at
Tenbury using a contemporary source
River crossings are many and varied and rivers change their course over time. Following the
collapse of Eastham bridge in 2016, residents of the Teme valley have been very conscious of
the importance of bridges. The authors, living either side of the collapsed bridge, are
particularly interested in river crossings and offer this article to shed light on their history in
the Tenbury area.
In the second half of the 16th century Ralph Sheldon, a wealthy Worcestershire man,
commissioned a set of tapestries to decorate his house. Weston House was situated at Long
Compton in Warwickshire, close to the junction of four counties; Worcestershire,
Warwickshire, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. He ordered a tapestry map to be made of each
county, using the 1570s county surveys of Christopher Saxton as a basis for the designs (Turner
HL, ‘The Sheldon Tapestry maps belonging to the Bodleian Library’, BLR Vol xvii, No 5.
April 2002, p293). Much additional detail was added. Roads, hills, forests, trees, even
windmills and river boats, along with accurate depictions of towns and major houses, all feature
in the maps. Each tapestry was around 13 feet high and between 15 and 18 feet wide. Each
encompassed parts of neighbouring counties. Completed in the 1590s they were hung together
in Sheldon’s house to create an impressive panorama covering England from London to the
Bristol Channel.
The Worcestershire tapestry map had been in storage since 1809, with the exception of its
exhibition in 1914 at the Victoria and Albert Museum. At that time it drew the attention of two
Tenbury local historians: Mrs Baldwin Childe of Kyre Park, who owned a photograph of the
Tenbury part of the map, and FW Joyce, who used it as the frontispiece to his 1931 book
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Tenbury, Some Record of its History. Now conserved, the tapestry has only recently been
withdrawn from display in the Weston building of the Bodleian Library in Oxford. Its vibrant
colours and fascinating detail are hugely engaging and lend themselves to new interpretation.
The market town of Tenbury Wells lies in the north-west corner of Worcestershire between the
Teme and one of its tributaries, the Kyre Brook. It is well known for its bridge, which has an
inconvenient bend in the middle, and for its tendency to flood. On the tapestry map the town is
set east of the Kyre Brook, not technically correct, but repeating its position on Saxton’s map.
The
tapestry
designer
decided to add roads and
river crossings to the map,
neither of which had been
shown on Saxton’s county
surveys. Some of the roads
were imaginary. As Hilary
Turner points out, the roads
cannot ‘be taken to be
accurate. They served a
pictorial purpose. When the
tapestry hangs vertical and
the light is right the lines
emphasize contours, lead
the eye into the background
(often forest) and across the

Extract from the Sheldon Tapestry Map of Worcestershire ©Bodleian Libraries, University of Oxford

scene’. Humphreys (Humphreys J, ‘The Sheldon Tapestry Maps of Worcestershire’, Trans
Birmingham Archaeol Soc, xliii, 1918, 4-22) noted that the map showed no bridges across the
Teme, and concluded that the depicted river crossings indicated fords. The Worcestershire
crossings he noted were at Tenbury, Lindridge, Stockton, Stanford, Shelsley Beauchamp,
Pudford, Broadwas and Bransford. It is still possible to cross the river at most of these points
today, with the exceptions of Stockton and Broadwas. Humphreys omitted mention of the
depicted crossings at Whitbourne (former site of a palace of the bishops of Hereford) and
Powick. A Whitbourne crossing, clearly shown upstream of the entry of the Sapey Brook, is
not now possible; today’s crossing is situated downstream of it, at Knightwick.
Following the Teme upstream into Shropshire and Herefordshire, the tapestry map shows more
crossings at Little Hereford, Ashford Carbonell, Ludford, Downton, Burrington, and
Trippleton. Crossings at all of these points are still possible today. Although no Teme bridges
are pictured on the tapestry, it is likely that at least some of the crossing points had bridges that
were in existence at the date of the design; at Ludford and Powick for example.
Looking closely at Tenbury and its proximity to the river on the map, there is no river crossing
at the north end of the town crossing the Teme where the current bridge stands. FW Joyce
asked, ‘Does the white line over the river at Tenbury indicate a wain-bridge, a horse-bridge or
a ford only?’ What the map shows is two separate Teme crossings situated just to the west of
Tenbury. At Tenbury itself, a crossing is shown only of the Kyre Brook. This may represent an
old salt-way, which entered Tenbury from the east, crossing the Kyre Brook at a ford which is
still in use and is currently marked by a set of stepping stones. The Tenbury salt-way was
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thought to be a branch of the Droitwich to Leominster salt road (Miller H, Historical Aspects,
p6, 2001, published by Tenbury Wells and District Civic and Historical Society).
The two Teme crossings shown just to the west of Tenbury appear to originate from Berrington,
and to lead north to cross the river on either side of Burford. The crossing to the west of Burford
crosses both the Teme and its tributary, the Ledwyche Brook, the one east of Burford crosses
the Teme only. Neither point remains a Teme crossing today, although current tracks leading
north from the river across from Berrington to both the former Burford Mill (once on the
Ledwyche Brook) and to Burford House, seat of the Barony of Burford, can be traced. The
respective onward continuations, possibly roads, of these river crossing lines, shown on the
tapestry passing through Greete and Knighton respectively, could represent routes that could
still be followed on the ground today.
But what of Tenbury’s crossing? John Leland visited the town in 1539, noting that ‘there is a
stone bridge of two arches over the Teme at Tenbury’ (John Leland’s Itinerary, Ed. Chandler
J, 1993). Was this bridge at its current site? Or was it an older one that had been situated at the
end of Church Street, probably on a line between this and the Clee Hill road, overlooked by
Tenbury Tump, just north of the town? The laying down of burgage plots along Teme Street in
the 13th century had swung the axis of the town away from Church Street to Teme Street
instead, with the Teme Street bridge at the end of it.
In 1580 a Teme flood caused great damage to Tenbury. It was so severe that the course of the
river was altered and where it had previously passed to the north of Castle Tump, it now cut
through into a new channel closer to the town. The old route of the river continued to be used
as the county boundary between Worcestershire and Shropshire for many years afterwards,
now re-aligned. The Teme Street bridge was repaired, but required three more arches to be
constructed to the south, to accommodate the new channel. These could not be built in line
with the existing arches, which gave rise to the awkward bend in the middle. The three southern
arches are the responsibility of Worcestershire County Council and the three northern arches
belong to Shropshire.
In 1615 another flood damaged the bridge and Tenbury appealed for help with the cost of
repairs (WRO BA1 Quarter sessions xxxii, 83, 1615). The petition mentions two bridges, ‘a
greate stonne Bridge’ and ‘a wooden Bridge standing upon arches of stone over the River
Teame’. In 1986 some huge timbers were dredged from the Teme just downstream of the town.
They were moved to the Avoncroft Museum of Buildings and dated by dendrochronology at
Nottingham University in 1993 (WAAS SWR1970). The earliest tree ring dateable was from
1371, the last from 1565. It has been suggested that the trees were felled between 1590 and
1595 (Miller, H, Tenbury and the Teme Valley, People and Places, 2007, p66). It is possible
that these formed part of bridge repairs that followed the 1580 flood, as they could not have
been the timbers mentioned by Leland on his visit in 1539. It is also possible that some
considerable time elapsed between the 1580 damage and its restitution.
We suggest that the tapestry map, the design date of which postdates the 1580 flood, does not
show a Teme crossing at Tenbury because, at the time and for a considerable time afterwards,
there was no crossing there. The two alternative crossings to the west of the town could have
been in use in the interim, and could have been subsequently abandoned. Humphreys agrees
with the view of Rev KR Bedford that ‘there are many indications of personal knowledge on
the part of the maker of the maps’. Could it be possible that this is such an instance? Tenbury,
at the time, was on a main route between London and North Wales, as the inhabitants pointed
18

out in their 1615 plea for repair funds. The lack of a functioning crossing could have been
recognised well beyond the immediate locality.
Finally, a comment about Tenbury Tump. This small motte has not received full archaeological
attention, but is unlikely to be connected with Caractacus, as Tenbury legends contend. Its
situation follows a pattern with similar mounds downstream, all of which are south of the
river and appear to protect a river crossing. Rochford motte lies 2.1 miles downstream,
Eastham motte is a further 2 miles downstream and 6.5 miles downstream is Homme
Castle below Clifton-on-Teme. A chain of defence along the south side of the river thus
extended along the whole of this part of Worcestershire’s Teme valley. These structures are
thought to have been constructed not long after the Norman Conquest, once William the
Conqueror had handed control of the Welsh borderlands to his trusted kinsmen. Upstream of
Tenbury, Little Hereford’s motte and bailey castle also defends an old Teme crossing, one that
is thought to date to Roman times. Here the castle is on the north of the Teme, out of keeping
with those downstream, but almost certainly reflecting the expected direction of any potential
attack.
More relevant today is the ever-present risk of flood on the Teme, which keeps the importance
of river crossings in the minds of all Teme valley residents.
Stephanie Mocroft and David Spilsbury
with grateful thanks to Hilary Turner for her comments
See p22 for details of symposium on the Sheldon Tapestry Maps and Talking Maps Exhibition.
-------------------------------Henry Nott (1774-1844), ‘grand missionaire protestant’
Little known in his home county or country, Henry Nott is revered in Tahiti. Each year on 5
March, the anniversary of his arrival in 1797, officials of Arue and descendants of Pomare II
gather by Nott’s tomb to remember the man who converted Pomare to Christianity and
translated the Bible into Tahitian. This year saw the bicentenary of Pomare’s baptism on 16
May 1819.
A 22-year-old bricklayer from Bromsgrove, Nott was one of 30 men selected to take part in
the first venture of the London Missionary Society (LMS), founded 21 September 1795. Tahiti
was chosen for its climate, availability of food, government, lack of religious prejudices and
easily acquired language. Rules were drawn up for ‘the Examination of Missionaries’, and an
appeal sent out to ‘ministers and private Christians in every part of the country’ for suitable
candidates. Only four ordained ministers were selected, it being believed that ‘the natives
would speedily see the value of European civilization, and be glad to learn trades’. The
Missionary Ship Duff set sail on 10 August 1796.
Even before they left Spithead, where they had to await a convoy due to the war with France,
Dr Haweis ‘was particularly affected with Nott’s prayer and address’. William Smith,
presumably the linen draper so named, gives a first-hand account (see below) of the sevenmonth journey and their arrival in Tahiti, where a large house built for Captain Cook was
appropriated to the missionaries’ use. Smith gives a detailed description of the island and its
people, including a gory account of the king’s investiture. Many ‘unnatural crimes’ were
encountered by the missionaries. Everything the king and queen touched became theirs, so they
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were always carried on men’s shoulders to keep their feet off the ground. They sat ‘as easy,
and what is termed graceful, as any expert horseman can on the back of a horse’.
Nicole (see below) describes the missionaries’ failure to learn the language during the voyage
‒ the Tahitians ‘had progressively adulterated [it] in order to communicate more easily with
their European visitors’! It was Nott’s friendship with Pomare II that facilitated the translation
of the language, and the eventual conversion of the king and his people. Nott ‘early displayed
a special aptitude for the work’; Pomare ‘added greatly’ to his knowledge.
As George Harding notes (see below), the language ‘was entirely oral. Neither alphabet,
grammar nor dictionary existed. As Tahitian was the first of the Polynesian languages to be
reduced to writing, they had to determine upon an alphabet, form its orthography, and reduce
to a system its grammar’. As Lovett explains (see below), they could not ‘catch the sound of
the words, with that exactness that is necessary. The language abounds with vowels … Many
words consist of nothing but vowels, and each has a sound; but the natives utter their words
with such rapidity, that it is with the utmost difficulty we can discover the true manner of
spelling them: and … there is as great a labour to arrive at the true sense and meaning of a
word, or its various meanings; for one word is used to express very opposite things in different
sentences: and … they abbreviate their words so much that those which we are well acquainted
with, and which, if fully pronounced, we should readily understand, are by the abbreviation so
shortened that we frequently mistake them for new words.’
In July 1801 newcomers included a Welsh teacher, John Davies. He worked on the translations
with Nott, who alone was allowed to attest his own, more personal, History (see below). Nott,
‘the greatest proficient in the language’, addressed the natives for worship in their own
language for the first time. Initially ‘the novelty caused the natives to be very attentive … but
after a while it was difficult to get any considerable number to attend’.
In October 1803 Nott and two of the ordained ministers drew up a short catechism in Tahitian
for ‘the instruction of the children and youth’. Davies describes the difficulties they
experienced agreeing an alphabet and developing a spelling book. By 1806 the missionaries,
meeting twice a week with a native ‘to ascertain the proper pronunciation of every word’, had
a vocabulary of 2,100 words. Nott and Davies also composed prayers in Tahitian and a
‘Scripture history’ of the Testaments.
Following the death of his father, who had remained ‘heathen to the core’, Pomare II
learned to write. Lovett quotes in full a letter he wrote on 1 January 1807 to the directors
of the LMS requesting ‘a great number of men, women and children … property and cloth …
and everything necessary for writing. Paper, Ink and Pens in abundance’; and affirming that he
was ready to ‘cast off all evil customs’. Nott described Pomare as ‘tall, somewhat muscular,
and majestic: his air [much less] haughty … than might have been expected from a man who
has been accustomed to command without question, and whose early notions could have
extended little further than to a conception of his own superiority to every other being upon
earth’.
In July 1813 Pomare, who had indicated a desire to be baptised as early as 1811, was still ‘an
improper subject’ although some were deemed fit. In 1814 the first Christian marriage took
place, and a young man was secretly baptised prior to his death. Several station chapels were
built between 1817 and 1822; a stone one at Papeto’ai on Mo’orea, illustrated in Davies, ‘would
do credit to any town in England’. One built in 1830 would ‘seat comfortably about 1500’.
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Their work on the Testaments complete, Nott commenced the translation of St Luke’s Gospel
with the help of Davies, who comments on their difficulty finding equivalent terms for biblical
abstractions. Next they embarked on the translation of the complete Bible. ‘Much diffidence
was felt, lest they should give a misrepresentation of the Word of God.’ In 1815 priest Patii
burned his idols in the presence of a ‘vast crowd’. The following year it was reported that
idolatry had been abolished; congregations were large; the school had ‘prospered exceedingly’,
many hundreds being able to read well, some 3,000 having and using books; 400 copies of the
Old and New Testaments were in circulation as well as chapters of Luke’s gospel, and 1,000
copies of the catechism. In June 1817 William Ellis, printer, arrived from England with a press
on which Pomare printed the first sheet struck. Hitherto spelling books, catechisms, history and
hymn books had been printed in Sydney.
The Royal Mission Chapel, erected by Pomare and dedicated in May 1819, measured 712 by
54 feet, with 133 windows and 29 doors. It had three pulpits so that three sermons could be
preached simultaneously. The first service held there was attended by 5,000 to 6,000 people.
A set of Christian laws, drawn up by Nott, became the pattern for similar laws adopted on other
Pacific islands. Finally, on 16 May, ‘after more than two decades of tears and toil’, Pomare
was baptised in the presence of 4,000-5,000 natives ‒ a ‘very moving’ occasion, ‘especially to
our elder brethren’.
Nott became ill in 1825 and sailed back to England. He continued translating the Bible during
his journey and his stay there. In 1826 he visited Bromsgrove, learning that his parents had
died, but locals were fascinated to meet the man ‘from the country where bread grows on trees’.
He returned to Tahiti in 1827. Eight years later Nott ‘completed his great life task … his
translation of the Scriptures into Tahitian’. To quote Watchtower online library, this ‘had a farreaching effect on Polynesian languages. By putting Tahitian in written form, the missionaries
preserved that language … saved thousands of words from oblivion … [and] established a
foundation for other translations in South Pacific languages’.
Nott travelled back to England in 1836 to have the Tahitian Bible printed by the Bible Society.
On 8 June 1838, he presented Queen Victoria with the first printed edition. Just imagine. He
returned to Tahiti in 1840 with 27 crates containing 3,000 copies of the complete Bible in
Tahitian. But it was a very different Tahiti, now under French rule, and he was no longer
understood, so much had the language changed.
Henry Nott died on 1 May 1844. The LMS paid tribute to the ‘most powerful personality of
the first missionary enterprise’, and the only one ‘to have obtained a complete mastery of the
language ... the ablest and most popular preacher’. As Ruth Tucker wrote in From Jerusalem
to Irian Jaya. A biographical history of Christian missions (1983), ‘but for the perseverance of
Henry Nott, the work in Tahiti would no doubt have been abandoned’. Restored in 2012, Nott’s
grave can be seen at http://www.arue.pf/?page_id=790.
Selected Reading ‒ most available online:
R. Lovett, The History of the London Missionary Society, 1795-1895 vol 1 (1899)
John Davies ed C.W.Newbury, The History of the Tahitian Mission 1799-1830 (1961) with
excellent introduction, illustrations and maps, but inadequate index
W.Smith, Journal of a Voyage in the Missionary Ship Duff (1813)
J.Nicole, ‘The First Missionary Text in a Polynesian Language’ J Pacific Hist (1987) 94-101
G.Harding, ‘Tahitian Imprints, 1817-1833’ Papers Bibliog Soc America, 35i (1941), 48-57
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Dates for your Diary
22 October 2019 at the Weston Library of The Bodleian, 9.00am-3.45pm
‘From Weston House to the Weston Library: the Sheldon Tapestry Maps at the Bodleian’
Speakers include Peter Barber, Hilary Turner, National Trust textiles conservation experts. £20
plus £1 booking fee. For details https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcomingevents/2019/oct/sheldon-tapestry-map-symposium.
Note also the Talking Maps Exhibition at the Bodleian, running until 8 March 2020
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2019/july/talking-maps
Saturday 26 October
Worcestershire Archaeology Day 2019, 10am to 5pm
To be held this year in The Hive instead of Worcester University. Talks include:
New Discoveries on the Battle of Worcester site (see pp3-4)
Another recent WAAS excavation
Fascinating Finds 2019
Ribbesford House, near Bewdley, where we recently carried out building recording
20th-century Buildings Project
Digging for the old pipe kiln in Cripplegate Park
Croome before Capability Brown
Market Gardening and Hovels in the Vale of Evesham
The cost will be £20 ‒ a reduction on last year ‒ including tea and coffee, provided by the café.
To book: https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/LibraryEvents/EventDetails.aspx?id=651
Just time to catch: ‘Fifty Objects; Fifty Stories’
Worcester City Art Gallery & Museum until 9 November 2019
If you enjoyed Garston Phillips’ talk after the AGM but have not yet visited his ‘Fifty Objects;
Fifty Stories’ exhibition, do so before 9 November. Choosing 50 items to reflect 50 years as
curator cannot have been easy. One of them, The Cockle Gatherers by Arthur Hacker (18581919), was not shown for many years due to its poor condition. With the help of funding from
Worcester City Art Gallery & Museum’s members, the painting was cleaned in 2018 and the
canvas tear (previously held together with tissue) repaired. The results are remarkable.

Worcestershire Archaeological Society lecture programme 2019-20

To mark the 50th anniversary of a professional archaeological presence in Worcestershire,
James Bond opened the lecture season on 23 September with his talk, ‘Thrown in at the Deep
End: the Origins of the Archaeology Service in Worcestershire, 1969-74’ (see pp 4-9).
Stuart Davies observed that James remains a modest, self-effacing gentleman, very much
underplaying his role. Aware of the long-term needs of archaeology, establishing a County
Sites and Monuments Record alone was a huge achievement. James led the archaeological
sector in Worcestershire by example, encouraging people, maintaining popular and political
support for archaeology and history. His energy, enthusiasm and personal commitment helped
enormously to advance knowledge of and interest in archaeology through his fieldwork and
research. He engaged with individuals already interested and recruited new ones through
lectures up and down the county and university extra-mural courses ‒ an amazing tour de force
of inspiring information and scholarly analysis. Most archaeologists working in the county at
the time benefited from his help and support in practical ways as well as through his
encouragement. So did countless other individuals. His contribution to promoting archaeology
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in the county was outstanding, and James could be assured of the admiration and gratitude of
all who knew of his efforts in those early days of the Archaeology Service.
14 October

Worcestershire Romanesque
Malcolm Thurlby
This paper begins with some new observations on iconographic aspects of pier and capital
design in Romanesque Worcester cathedral. Attention is then turned to the Romanesque fabric
at Great Malvern priory and Pershore abbey in relation to Worcester cathedral, Shrewsbury
abbey, Tewkesbury abbey and St Peter’s abbey (now cathedral), Gloucester. Romanesque
parish churches in Worcestershire and allied work in Gloucestershire and Herefordshire
comprise the major aspect of the paper. Aspects of design are associated with Worcester
cathedral. Focus is on the churches at Leigh and Twyning, and a group of churches in the Teme
valley recognised for their richly articulated portals with blind arcading above doorways. Of
these, particular attention will be paid to the north and south portals at Bockleton in relation to
details in the former minster church at Bromyard (Herefordshire) and Hereford cathedral.
4 November

Whatever happened to Georges Yard, Worcester?
Anna Frankel
George’s Yard was one of many courts of terrace houses in Worcester built on the gardens and
yards of what were the houses of wealthy medieval and Tudor residents. The terrace of threestorey houses was demolished in 1955. Using a mix of photographs, documents and
recollections of the last residents, the research rescues the working-class history of the houses,
their occupants, and the reason for their demolition.
18 November

Anglo-British Worcestershire and the Border Counties, AD 410-680
John Hemingway
The period between the Roman administration leaving in 410 and the creation of the Diocese
of Worcester in 679 has often been, at the best, barely understood; at worst, unknown to both
archaeologists and historians. This presentation uses multi-disciplinary evidence to disclose
some of the surviving information of this period and will reveal that not only did the Britons
survive but the Anglo-Saxon incursions occurred in ‘fits and starts’. It was only in the later
stages of this period that the domination of the Britons began.
9 December

Romsley: What the Court Rolls Tell Us
Julian Hunt
Romsley was a hamlet of Halesowen but had a separate manor court. The court rolls run from
1279-1643. Julian Hunt of the Romsley and Hunnington History Society will describe how the
Society came to commission a full translation of the court rolls and how the results were
published by the Worcestershire Historical Society. He will explain how a working party is
now analysing the results and trying to reconstruct the medieval landscape and community.
13 January

Digitising the Charles Archive
Emily Hathaway and Tegan Cornah
F.W.B. (‘Freddie’) Charles was a nationally recognised expert on the conservation and repair
of timber-framed buildings. Alongside his wife, architect Mary Charles, he set up an architect’s
practice, based in Worcestershire, which was associated with the conservation and restoration
of over 250 buildings in the county. Thanks to grant funding from Historic England, the
practice archive of F.W.B and Mary Charles, held by WAAS, has now been electronically
catalogued with over 1000 items digitised and deposited with the Archaeology Data Service,
Worcester City and Worcestershire County HERs. From the restoration of well-loved buildings
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such as the Commandery and Bredon Barn to large-scale surveys of historic buildings in
Redditch, Droitwich and Bromsgrove, the Charles Archive charts the changing, and sometimes
controversial, attitudes and techniques in the post-war conservation of timber-framed buildings
and brings to life the legacy of a remarkable professional and personal partnership.
3 February

Pre-Conquest towns and suburbs: Worcester and Sidbury
Richard Holt
We have become used to the idea that 13th- and 14th-century suburbs were a sign of a medieval
town’s expanding society and economy ‒ the growing edges of the town. But we also see much
earlier suburban growth, well before the Norman Conquest, when the towns themselves were
only beginning to take form. Such suburban growth took a variety of forms and can tell us
much about what was going on ‒ and not going on ‒ inside the town walls. Worcester and its
suburbs, especially Sidbury, illustrate this well, and enable us to come to some tentative
conclusions about the larger English towns and their populations in the period 900-1100.
24 February

A potted history: 50 years of ceramic studies in Worcestershire
Jane Evans
As we celebrate 50 years of the County Archaeology Service, this talk will focus on the
contribution made by pottery studies over this time. What have been the most significant
pottery assemblages? What have these contributed to our understanding? How have methods
of analysis and reporting changed over the years? What are the latest developments, and what
does the future hold?
16 March

Annual General Meeting followed by
The Worcester Life Stories project with Sheena Payne-Lunn

30 March

A Meeting of Minds: Historical and Archaeological Investigations
into Rural Households in Medieval England
Ben Jervis and Alice Forward
The Living Standards and Material Culture in English Rural Households, 1300-1600 is an
interdisciplinary study of the possessions of non-elite medieval households. This talk will
present the findings of this project, reflecting upon the varied pictures provided by historical
and archaeological sources and challenging perceptions of medieval rural domesticity.
20 April

The Guild Buildings of the Holy Cross, Shakespeare’s Stratford
Kate Giles (University of York)
Dr Kate Giles will share the results of a major programme of buildings survey, tree ring dating
and archive research on the complex of buildings built by the Holy Cross Guild in Stratford.
Many of these date to the 15th century and include the guildhall itself and the adjacent Guild
Chapel. The buildings, some of the best-preserved and documented of their kind in England,
shed new light on the role of the guild in town life before the Reformation, and its legacy in
the early modern period, when it was ‘Shakespeare’s School’. A major HLF project and the
conservation of wall paintings by experts the Perry Lithgow Partnership have opened up the
buildings to the public, and in 2018 the Guild Chapel was awarded the Sir John Betjeman award
for conservation. Kate will share the results of research to date, and plans for further work.
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Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, Caroline Hillaby, email
recorder@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk by 1 March 2020.
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