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Chairman’s Letter
As I sit down to write another Chairman’s letter I am still recovering from last night’s lecture,
the first of this season’s programme. The revelation of the depth and extent of our collections
so ably and wittily elucidated by Stephen Price’s lecture recounting his extensive research was
exciting. These are over and above the library, and his forthcoming article will form a longterm and permanent record of our holdings which we have not had in such a coherent form
before.
At the moment the main concern for the whole of the heritage sector is the forthcoming
government spending review, due to be announced at the end of October. This will have an
impact across the whole of the heritage sector, with respect to both central and local
government. As yet there are no firm proposals for the national bodies (except for the
already announced abolition of the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council). The rumours
about English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund are no more than that at present and
we wait with bated breath as to the future. Meanwhile, local government is also under severe
financial pressure, and we can only hope that the new arrangements at the County/City
Museum Service will ensure that they are protected from severe cuts as far as possible. The
same applies to our friends in the Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeological
Service.
By the time you read these words the last of the summer excursions will take have taken place
with the long trip to Wales. As always the whole programme has been ably masterminded by
Ernie Kay, with sterling support from a number of our members. However, the time has finally
come where he will be resigning from the post at the forthcoming AGM. We still need
somebody, or rather some people, to take on the task of the overall arrangements for the
excursions. This is not as quite as onerous as it appears, because the individual leaders of the
trips take on much of the organisation on the ground, whilst the role of the Excursions
Secretary is to oversee things. If you are interested in taking on the whole or part of the role,
please contact me for a further discussion.
A new venture for us is that we now have our own dedicated website, which I would strongly
recommend that all members should visit: http://worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk/.
It is developing rapidly under the stewardship of our webmaster, Brian Browne, and it will
continue to improve and to acquire a wider and wider range of interesting material. Any
feedback on the usefulness and extent of the content would be gratefully received to help guide
the future development.
I am delighted to report that the Society has received a substantial donation from the Kay
Trust Fund via its trustee Ernie Kay, in memory of Kathy and Margaret Kay. A condition
of the gift is that it is to be spent on a project that would not otherwise be affordable,
and that it should be of permanent value to the Society. This is a most welcome boost to
the Society at this stage in its history. Over the next few months the Committee will be
discussing the Society’s priorities and the most effective way to use this fund to maximum
benefit.
As always I look forward to seeing many of you at the forthcoming winter meetings, and to
another interesting year in the development of the Society.
Nick Molyneux
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Library Donation
The Society is indebted to Clive Beardsmore, a longstanding member, who has very
generously donated a large collection of books to the Library. Cataloguing is in progress but
members might like to know that the subjects covered are principles and methods of
archaeology, prehistoric, Roman, maritime and industrial archaeology, as well as some of the
classic works on the Vikings. There are also biographies of the leading figures of archaeology
in the 20th century such as Sir Mortimer Wheeler, Gordon Childe and Stuart Piggott. Clive’s
collection of journals has enabled us to fill quite a few gaps in our run of national and county
journals, such as Archaeologia and the Sussex Archaeological Society transactions. We are
enormously grateful to him for this donation.
For further ‘Thoughts on the Society’s Library’ including the current position as to the future
of the library, see p20.

Member’s Honour
In the last issue of the Recorder I reviewed the members of the Society, past and present, who
have been honoured with the Fellowship of the Society of Antiquaries of London. I am
delighted to report that our member Mrs Margaret Goodrich has recently been elected to a
Fellowship. This is a well-deserved honour and the Society congratulates her.
Robin Whittaker

News from the County
Bredon’s Norton Villa Discovery
An extremely well-preserved Roman Villa has recently been partially unearthed during
mitigation works on a new pipeline in South Worcestershire. The works, undertaken by
Oxford Archaeology via Wessex Archaeology, is complete, but the analysis and report as still
in progress. These results will be formally presented in due course. In this short article I wish
to illustrate the complex background that leads to the works that reveals the archaeology.
The devastating floods of 2007 resulted, amongst many other personal and communal
tragedies, in the loss of drinking water over large parts of northern Gloucestershire because of
the inundation of the Mythe water works. Consequently a scheme was devised to provide an
alternate water supply route from Strensham waterworks in Worcestershire to Knightsbridge
in Gloucestershire.
The Planning Advisory Section (PAS) was consulted back in 2007 regarding the proposed
works, and three possible routes were presented. Archaeological Consultancy University of
Sheffield (Arcus), a Sheffield based archaeological consultancy commissioned by Severn
Trent, initially made contact with PAS and proposed a desk-based assessment (DBA) of the
three routes, with the acknowledgment that further fieldwork would be required when a
preferred course was selected.
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Given that the pipeline covered two counties, it was important to maintain some level of
consistency and so close consultation with the planning archaeologist from Gloucestershire
was required, even if this sometime led to differences of opinion on what was needed and
reasonable.
The DBA confirmed a number of known sites the route would affect, and highlighted areas of
potential. There then followed a programme of detailed geophysical survey of the easement
width for as much of the route that was accessible at the time. Key sites revealed by the
geophysical survey were then tested by trial trenching, and this was undertaken by Cotswold
Archaeology. Only one key site was identified in Worcestershire, and that was a known site of
Romano British date.
Soon after the evaluation trenching report was submitted, Arcus was taken over by Wessex
Archaeology, who now acted as consultants for Severn Trent Water and were to manage the
project from this period on.
The evaluation report of the Romano British site at Bredon’s Norton concluded that it was a
farmstead and that the dense rubble spread was a post medieval land drain (remember this bit).
At the same time as this project was running, staff from the Field Section of WHEAS were
carrying out a COSMIC survey for the land owner Adrian Darby. This looks at site
preservation for land management purposes and revealed buried ditches and, interestingly,
pieces of tessera in the topsoil.
Consequently an agreed area
requiring pre-construction excavation
was agreed, and Oxford Archaeology
was commissioned by Wessex
Archaeology to undertake all the
archaeological works on the pipeline.
Following the topsoil strip, extensive
remains were encountered, accurately
mirroring the enclosure ditches
revealed by the geophysical survey.
These were complex and extensive,
but a large area of limestone rubble
was also uncovered where the
evaluation concluded stone land
drains. After clearing the upper levels
it soon became clear that it was in fact
part of a substantial stone building
with painted plaster walls! The area
of the evaluation trench was
excavated fully and found to lay
across a room with a lovely flagstone
floor, with walls surviving c 0.75m
high. In the centre of the trench was
a circular stone line cistern that was
still spring fed.
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The complexity and preservation of the building was a real surprise and we had to decide
rapidly how to deal with it. Via Wessex we immediately negotiated with Seven Trent Water
and their construction contractors, Grontmij Limited, to reroute the pipe trench to the very edge
of easement rather than down the centre, thus minimising impact of the pipeline on the
building. However, as is the case on many an archaeological excavation, the works threw up
many more questions that were being answered. We had ensured the preservation of the
remains, but the burning question remained as to what the site was!
More intensive negotiations followed as we argued for more extensive excavation of the
building, to the point of removing all the demolition rubble from the site to reveal the full plan
of the building within the whole easement width. With English Heritage’s support this was
finally agreed with Wessex Archaeology and Severn Trent Water. All parties believe that the
extra work was justified, as the plan of the exposed building showed a sunken room with
cistern that has an overflow that fed into a stone line drain. A presumed wooden or metal tank
once stood next to the cistern, but has long gone and was visible as a distinct scar on the
flagstone floor. Adjacent to this sunken room was an apsidal room that had a rubble foundation
floor upon which a presumed wooded floor was supported upon pilae, many of which survived
to a height of 0.25m. Other, probable exterior lean-to rooms and pathways were present. It is
clear that this forms part of an extensive range of buildings, and the evidence of painted plaster
rooms can only indicate either a villa or a shrine, with the villa being the more probable based
on the evidence in hand.
The excavation also uncovered evidence of Iron Age occupation on the site prior to the
construction of the villa. Full details of the excavation will be published in due course. Oxford
Archaeology will also be presenting the findings at this year’s Archaeology Day School in
November.
Given the scale of the works, the project progressed remarkably rapidly, and has involved close
consultation and working between the Planning Advisory Section of WHEAS and Wychavon
District Council, Worcestershire County Council, the Planning Archaeologist for
Gloucestershire County Council, Arcus who were taken over during the project by Wessex
Archaeology, who subcontracted Geophysical Surveys of Bradford, Cotswold Archaeology
and Oxford Archaeology to undertake the fieldwork. All in all a complex project that at times
required firm negotiation to deliver the results we needed. This process is by no means
atypical, and the layers of developers, consultants and subcontractors are the norm for
archaeological works implemented through development control. This is the hidden world of
archaeological management that sits behind almost every archaeological discovery.
Mike Glyde
Historic Environment Planning Officer

News from the City
The long-awaited PPS5 (Planning for the historic environment) was published in March,
replacing PPGs 15 and 16. For the first time all of the historic environment – buildings,
archaeological sites, battlefields etc – is dealt with in the same way in the planning system.
Developers, planning officers, conservation officers and archaeologists are all having to adapt
to new ways of working and new terminology. Historic Environment Records are also
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changing to support the new system, and a series of projects is underway across the country to
underpin these changes, including one in Worcester (see p8).
The watching brief at the former Lowesmoor Trading Estate continues, covering foundations
and service lines. Remains associated with porcelain making and clay pipe making have been
recovered, along with some of the railway lines that criss-crossed the site. A small excavation
on the Silver Street frontage examined post-medieval buildings and surfaces in one of the
courts, and also recovered Roman and medieval evidence.
King’s School is rebuilding its boathouse, next to the Diglis Hotel and on the site of
the medieval castle. Evaluation trenching and boreholes have shown that the site is within
the castle ditch. The upper ditch deposits will be affected by the development, and include
evidence of post-medieval backfilling, and the construction of cottages in the 18th and
19th centuries (these were demolished in the 1950s). A very interesting feature has been
the discovery of re-used stonework in the cottage foundations, including sections of
large undecorated drum columns (Norman?), small millstones (probably late medieval),
and a series of highly decorated column capitals, perhaps from an early-17th-century
building. Documentary evidence shows that the site belonged, during the 18th century,
to Nathaniel Wilkinson, a master mason who rebuilt several church spires, including
the Glover’s Needle in Worcester. While he would have had ready access to stone, the
puzzle of the source of these stones remains. Further work is due to take place here later this
year.
Excavation near Earl’s Court revealed more of a small medieval settlement, close to Bromyard
Road, which was first identified in evaluation trenching in 2006. Ditches, pits and postholes
have produced small quantities of pottery dating to the 11th-13th centuries.
A watching brief on drainage trenches on the south side of All Saints’ church revealed
foundations of several buildings. While most of these were 19th century in date, some were
much earlier and may have formed part of the medieval church. Additionally, tip lines seen in
the trench sections appear to indicate the presence of an earthen bank. Potentially this is part
of the Anglo-Saxon defences and therefore of great significance.
A detailed survey of 15 Green Hill, London Road before alterations (including demolition of
an extension) revealed the complex history of this early-19th-century house in one of the
expanding city’s new suburbs.
One of the most interesting discoveries this year was made by a group of school students on
work experience. The students were given the task of surveying some earthworks at
Ronkswood Hill Meadows, a site managed by the City Council and already known for ridge
and furrow. The earthworks chosen for survey had been thought to be associated with an early20th-century golf course, but detailed survey showed that an abandoned golf tee had been
adapted in the Second World War to create a searchlight battery, gun emplacement and
generator platform. This is one of the best preserved Second World War sites in the city and
one of only a few surviving searchlight battery sites in the Midlands.
James Dinn
Archaeological Officer
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HER21: Worcester City Historic Buildings Data Project
The Worcester City Historic Environment Record (HER) has recently been awarded funding
as part of an English Heritage initiative to bring HERs in line with ongoing Heritage Protection
Reforms (the HER21 scheme). A critical element of these reforms is ensuring that useful,
appropriate and accurate information is readily available to those making planning decisions
about the character and components of the historic environment.
Worcester City Council, like many other local authorities across the country, maintains and
develops a database and associated digital mapping of all known archaeological activities and
interpreted monuments within its geographical boundaries. For an historic city like Worcester
this amounts to a current figure of 1820 ‘events’ (the term used for a single archaeological
undertaking such as an excavation, watching brief, or historic building record) and 2590
monuments, ranging from prehistoric flint scatters through to World War II defence measures.
These are recorded within a database, linked to a Geographical Information System (GIS), with
associated paper files containing a large quantity of archival material including unpublished
technical reports, photographs, maps, plans and research notes.
Earlier this year, Worcester City Council’s Archaeology Section consulted with members of
the Conservation team and Worcestershire Record Office to develop a project that would
increase access to information on historic buildings, in particular by digitally photographing
and indexing historic building application records dating from 1866-1947. These records,
which were deposited with the Record Office by the City Council’s Planning Department,
are an invaluable source of evidence for the development of the city during this period
of very rapid expansion, and include detailed plans and elevation drawings of individual
houses, estate developments and industrial buildings. This makes them a vital source not
only for archaeologists and conservation officers, but also for anyone wanting to research the
history of an individual building or an area. A proposal was therefore submitted to English
Heritage’s HER21 scheme, and was one of 11 successful case study bids (in addition to 4
larger projects covering systems and standards). The funding enables us to undertake a pilot
project which can later be used as an exemplar of best practice by other HERs across the
country.
The project aims to digitally capture Worcester City Council’s historic building application
records using high quality, high resolution photography and make them available via the
Historic Environment Record. Not only will this mean that the collection will be fully
searchable, both geographically and by date, name and type, but it will also ensure the
preservation of a very fragile collection of documents. The project builds on work already
undertaken by local historian David Attwood, who has painstakingly indexed and crosschecked planning applications from the early period up to 1901 and beyond. David’s work
forms the basis of the data that will be plotted onto the GIS digital mapping, and work is
continuing to assign each individual record with an accurate grid reference, as well as to index
the later years. The initial pilot project will conclude in March 2011.
The project links to several other initiatives. These include a characterisation study of
Worcester and its suburbs, also funded by English Heritage, which is creating mapping and
character descriptions for over 100 historic character areas in the city. Recently WHEAS
undertook a rapid photographic survey of all surviving buildings in Worcester dating from the
1880s or earlier, to support fieldwork for English Heritage’s Strategic Stone Survey, to be
completed by the Herefordshire & Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust. WHEAS are now
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extending this photographic survey across other parts of the county as another pilot study
within the HER21 scheme.
Sheena Payne-Lunn, Historic Environment Record Officer
James Dinn, Archaeological Officer

Worcestershire Record Office – selected accessions Nov. 2009 – Aug. 2010
Accession

Brief description

15,002
15027

19th cent. deeds from Russell and Co. of Malvern
Typescript memoir of Albert Colley of Evesham relating to his naval career,
1886-1918
MS map of part of Dormston parish, c.1600 (bought at auction and funded by
the Friends of Worcestershire R.O. and the Friends of the National Libraries)
Marriage registers, Elmley Castle 1839-1990s
18th/19th cent. deeds relating to the site of Worcester Methodist meeting house
Digital copies of the charters of Worcester City (1189-1974)
Annual Reports of the Diocese of Worcester, 1975-2008
Signed script of the one-woman show on the life of Vesta Tilley, premiered
May 2010.
Doctoral thesis of Richard Churchley regarding rural occupations 1660-1840.
Focuses on areas of east Worcestershire/west Warwickshire around Alcester.
Minutes, show catalogues and other papers of the Three Counties Agricultural
Society, late 19th cent to 1990s.
Research notes regarding Clerkenwell parochial boundary markers in Malvern
Poor law records of Feckenham parish, 19th cent.

15,088
15,089
15,121
15,132
15,148
15,152
15,165
15,172
15,186
15,187

Robin Whittaker
Archives Manager and Diocesan Archivist

News from the County Museum: Seal Handle
In the Autumn 2007, edition 76, of the Worcestershire Recorder I reported the discovery in
2005, in a field at Honeybourne, near Evesham, of a 17th-century silver seal matrix by Mr Neil
Barlow, a local metal detectorist. In 2007 further information was kindly provided by Mr
Russell Fletcher of Peopleton, near Pershore, that identified this seal’s coat-of-arms and crest
as being that of the Weoley family of Chipping Campden. The seal was declared as Treasure
(Treasure number 2005 T16) and after due process was acquired by Worcestershire County
Museum. The matrix was in very good condition but was missing its handle.
In late 2008 Mr Barlow, whilst walking his dog in the same field, found the missing handle,
made in the form of a trefoil and measuring 15mm by 14mm. Mr Barlow brought this find to
the attention of the writer who ascertained that the fracture marks on both pieces matched. A
Treasure Act declaration form was completed and a report, written by Dr Kevin Leahy,
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submitted. The handle then went through the Treasure Act process (Treasure number 2008
T597) and is now with the original seal matrix at the County Museum where both pieces may
be inspected by appointment (contact dkendrick@worcestershire.gov.uk telephone 01299
250416).

The finder, Mr Barlow, has done some further research on the Weoley family at the time of the
seal’s manufacture. He discovered that a David Weoley, born in 1584, moved to London in
1606 and became Master of the Worshipful Company of Founders in 1640. His coat-of-arms
(that on the seal matrix) still hangs in the Hall of the Company, and as Master he gave them a
15th-century silver-gilt cup from the collection of King Henry VIII that is still used by the
present Liverymen.
To find the missing handle whilst ‘walking the dog’ in a large field, some three years after the
first discovery, is fortuitous to say the least; as it measures but 14mm x 15mm the chances
probably border on that of having the National Lottery winning ticket.
D.J.Kendrick
Collections Officer, Worcestershire County Museum

County History Societies’ Symposium
In May, on behalf of the Society, I attended a symposium at the Institute of Historical Research,
organised primarily by the Victoria County History but with support from the Historical
Association, British Association for Local History, the Royal Historical Society and the Centre
for Local History at the University of Leicester.
Twenty-four counties were represented at the meeting which, whilst satisfactory, did raise
debate about the effectiveness of current networks of communication for Societies of our sort.
It was evident that all Societies here were facing similar issues, and the financial challenges
raised by the new government have not made these any easier.
The main themes that emerged during the day were:
– Recruitment – ageing memberships, with the challenge of appealing to younger people and
diversifying
– Funding – the threat to Gift Aid and the increasing difficulty of getting grants
– Publishing – reacting to the fast changing world of publishing and new electronic media
– Adult Learning – the collapse of adult education provision in local history at all levels, but
especially universities
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– Lobbying – how far societies should lobby to oppose such moves as cuts in library, record
office and museum budgets, and whether this is more effective if societies join forces.
Publishing
Discussion ranged over issues such as the pros and cons of using established commercial
publishers and the increasing availability of desk-top publishing, print on demand and other
forms of publishing as well as purely electronic publishing. Whatever format was chosen there
was still the challenge of identifying editorial support to pull together whatever is produced
and all Societies remained very reliant on the academic world and archaeological units to
originate material. Very few Societies sought to originate articles or editions on topics they
thought most significant for their county’s history. There was also discussion as to how far
publications were aimed primarily at members and how far outside sales needed to be
stimulated.
Web sites and digitisation
Most Societies now have their own web site, and these are clearly a useful tool in recruitment
and communication (although speakers stressed the importance of not ignoring the 20% or so
of the public without access to the Internet and with no intention of getting access). These do,
of course, raise their own issues of technical input and maintenance (usually voluntary). The
growth of web sites also raised the issue of availability of on-line resources such as indexes or
even full texts of back numbers of Society publications.
Education and Learning
There was discussion of the decline in formal courses from a number of causes (for example,
rises in fees, introduction of accreditation, stress on research in University funding, Government
policy on subsidising courses and the increasing requirement for potential tutors to have more
formal teaching qualifications). The question therefore was how far local county societies could
or should seek to take on this activity. Everyone agreed there was still great potential interest, but
the practicalities of taking on educational provision were not to be underestimated, including the
specific challenges of providing education for young people and ensuring it fitted in with
National Curriculum requirements and the professional advice of teachers.
Some ideas
Some talking points included seeking partnerships with bodies such as the National Trust and
perhaps organising joint events; the importance of media contacts through press releases and
other forms of publicity; and whether there was a need for a Federation of County Societies
and if so what its aims and activities would be.
Conclusion
The thread that ran through the day was to explore how far, since all Societies seemed to be
facing similar challenges, networking and joint action might help solve some of them. This day
was aimed at County societies, and it was recognised that every county also contained a myriad
of much smaller, more local societies, and the County societies needed to think about fruitful
ways of engaging with these. There is clearly great value in sharing knowledge and experience,
but perhaps the greater debating point is how far joint activity could or should be formalised.
I certainly did not come away from the day feeling overly despondent about the future, but it
did highlight a range of challenges that will not go away.
Robin Whittaker
11

70th Anniversary of Bombing Raid
A remembrance service was held at St John-in-Bedwardine, St Johns, on Sunday 3 October to
mark the 70th anniversary of a bombing raid by the German Luftwaffe. The Mining
Engineering Co Ltd (Meco, now Joy Mining) works in Bromyard Road, Worcester, was hit on
3 October 1940, near the end of the Battle of Britain. Seven people died and about 60 were
injured. Dilip Sarkar is reported as believing this was not a random bombing but ‘a well
executed raid on a specific target’. The plane then went on to bombard nearby streets with
machine gun fire. The factory originally made mining equipment, but became part of the war
effort, and was camouflaged at considerable cost. One account reads that ‘the aircraft was so
low that the crew were clearly visible in the perspex nose’. War-time censorship meant that
Worcester could not be named as the target, so the headline read: ‘Bombs fall on Midland
towns today’.

The Stoulton Cope
In the vestry of the church at
Stoulton between Worcester and
Pershore is a large rectangular
piece of medieval embroidery,
about 7 ft by 4 ft, enclosed in a
glass case which parish records
show was at one time used as an
altar frontal. On the case is a typed
notice which states: ‘Portion of a
15th-century cope repaired and
enclosed in this case by the
Worcestershire Archaeological
Society in memory of the
Reverend Hamilton Kingsford
vicar of Stoulton 1867-1913, Honorary
Secretary of the Worcester Diocesan
Architectural & Archaeological Society 18921902’. This deed is mentioned in the Society’s
Annual Report for the year 1914.
At the Reformation the Commissioners were
charged with compiling inventories of church
goods throughout the country. In the 1552
Inventory of the Oswaldslow Hundred for
Worcestershire Stoulton is given as possessing
three copes ‘one of grene satten of byrges,
one of bustyon and another of dornyx.’*
The obvious question everyone asked was,
could the altar frontal in the case be one of
these?
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Earlier this year textile expert Kath Hollands of Worcester Diocesan Advisory Committee
kindly produced a technical report on the cope. In it she states that the central motif in the
Stoulton altar frontal is the figure of Mary with seraphim sitting on either side and one sitting
at her feet. Rays of metallic threads alternate with rays of spangles to create an ovoid shape
around her. It would have once glittered and gleamed. The expressive faces of Mary and the
seraphim are carefully worked in split stitch, possibly using a fine silk gloss thread. The tunics
of the seraphim are worked with double metallic threads and couched in gold and blue silk
floss.
The background is dotted with slips which have been worked separately and applied – fleursde-lis and sprays of lily-like flowers. All the slips are decorated with tendrils and some dotted
with spangles. The background fabric is possibly velvet which could be red on a linen ground.
There are seams which show a clear indication of the width of the fabric.
The fabric would appear to be late 15th or early 16th century. There are several other copes or
palls which are very similar in public collections - notably the Whalley Cope in Chicago, the
Brewers’ Company Pall which is in the Victoria & Albert Museum and the cope discovered in
St.Michael’s Church Othery in Somerset, which is now in the Glastonbury Abbey Museum.
If the surface fabric of the Stoulton Cope is velvet this was not manufactured in England in
the 15th century and it probably came from Italy. However, as no velvet cope was mentioned
in the 1552 Inventory – only satin, bustian and dornix – the cope fragment in the case is not
one of these.
Until the death of Henry VIII in 1547 the Reformation had been mostly geared to the ‘King’s
Wishes’ allied to a need for finance. With the accession of the ten-year old Edward VI in 1547
came much stricter rules, as the Reformation came into the hands of ardent Protestants who
controlled the young king’s actions. Cranmer’s ‘Book of Common Prayer’ and ‘Injunctions’
of 1547 laid down that there were to be no pilgrimages, no kissing of relics, no rosary saying
and no candles except for the altar. There were also to be no images or incense. In 1549 Mass
was abolished, altars were removed, walls whitened and windows broken or blotted out to
conceal ‘feigned miracles’ in the stained glass.
By 1553, the year after our 1552 inventory, there were to be no veils, vestments, chalices,
chests or hangings. Copes were allowed in the 1549 ‘Book of Common Prayer’ but were
prohibited in the 1553 one. The Commissioners though often allowed parishes to retain
chasubles or copes although probably not under the strict regime of Bishop Hooper of
Gloucester and Worcester. If vestments were kept it must have been done surreptitiously.
People were told that the inventories were to prevent theft, but they were also a means of
keeping check on what parishes actually had. The Commissioners did not go to the parishes
to check on whether the inventories were correct but only interrogated the wardens who often
hid things or sold them to raise money for their own parishes, rather than having them taken
at a later date. It is likely that none of the religious garments or indeed much else from the
1552 inventory of Stoulton survived the Protestant zeal of the Edwardine Commissioners.
The question remains then, if the fragment in the case is not from one of the copes mentioned
in the 1552 inventory, where did it come from? It is almost certainly an altar frontal cut from
a late cope of ‘Opus Anglicanum’, but where it came from we shall probably never know.
Alan Higgins
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*Dornyx was a textile from Flanders with a linen warp and a woollen weft. The earliest use
of the word in England, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, is 1489. Bustyon was a
woollen worsted cloth from around Norwich in Norfolk; in the 1660 Norwich book of rates it
cost £2 for 15 yards.
With grateful thanks to the following for help compiling this note:
Kath Hollands for her textile report, advice and enthusiasm; Sandy Marchant, churchwarden
of St. Edmund’s church, Stoulton; Tim Bridges; Clare Browne, Curator of Textiles at the
V&A; Odile Joassin, Curator of Textiles, Art Institute of Chicago; Prue MacGibbon, Archivist,
The Brewers’ Company.
Sources
TWAS Annual Report for1914
H.B. Walters ‘Inventories of Worcestershire Church Goods (1552)’ TWAS NS XVII (1941)
E.Duffy The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional Religion in England c.1400-1580 (Yale, 1992)
Florence M.Montgomery Textiles in America 1650-1870 (W.W.Norton & Co., New York,
1984)
J.Charles Cox English Church Furniture (Batsford, 1908)

An early form of chimney at Callow End
Recent fieldwork at a house called Croft Orchard in Lower Ferry Lane, Callow End, has
revealed a smoke bay, an early form of chimney. The building is a three bay timber-framed
house of 11⁄2 storeys. The narrow bay at the southern end of the building comprised a smoke
bay, which, apart from the opening for the fire at ground level, was entirely sealed off from
the rest of the house. The inside of the bay retains much evidence of smoke blackening from
the fire.
The best description of a smoke bay is that provided by Richard Harris over thirty years ago
in his classic book Discovering Timber-Framed Buildings (Shire’s second-best-selling book
ever, now in its third edition and nineteenth printing).
Although brick and stone chimneys became a feature of farmhouses in the second half of
the 16th century, they were not generally built in cottages until rather later. In the transition
from open fires to masonry chimneys various timber structures were used to keep smoke
from reaching every corner of the house or cottage. Sometimes a short bay, called a
smoke bay, was sealed off from the upper part of the rest of the house as an escape for
smoke. Such smoke bays usually had an area divided off on one or both sides to allow a
passageway, an entrance lobby or a staircase. Very often later brick chimneys have been built
inside them.
Orchard Croft shows some of the features identified by Harris. There is clear evidence for the
infill panels closing the truss. However, no evidence was found for either an entrance lobby
to one side of the original fireplace, as sometimes happens, or a stair position. Instead the first
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floor appears to have been inserted at a later stage when a doorway was cut in the low tiebeam between the two upper rooms. A brick stack was later built into the space originally
occupied by the smoke bay.

The smoke bay is at the
right hand end of the
building in the narrow
space occupied by the
later chimney.

The frame is constructed of elm so is not suitable for dendrochronology. The listed description
indicates a late-17th-century date, although this was based on external inspection only and the
field recorder had not seen the internal evidence for the smoke bay.

The ‘additional’ truss (right) formed a smoke bay (left) at
the end of the building. The grooves and stave holes
indicate that the truss was closed off from the rest of the
room to the right. Despite an attempt to clean the timbers,
much of the smoke blackening remains on the frame within
the smoke bay.

The smoke bay is a rare survival and makes a significant addition to the handful of examples
of houses and cottages in Worcestershire which have so far been found conforming to this
type. These include Maypole Cottage at Wythall, Wychbold Court and Sugarbrook Manor,
Stoke Pound. If any reader can add to the list then I would be delighted to hear from them.
Stephen Price
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Recent Publications:
Birmingham’s Victorian and Edwardian Architects, ed Phillada Ballard (Oblong, 2009) for
the Victorian Society, Birmingham & West Midlands Group. 629pp. ISBN 978 0 955657 2 7.
£41
This beautifully produced book is made up of 26 essays on individual architects or
architectural practices who worked in Birmingham and produced some of the city’s best
buildings. In a masterly introduction, Phillada Ballard reminds us that most of Birmingham’s
buildings in the second half of the 19th century were designed by local architects rather than
those based in London. Civic dignitaries showed a clear preference for these local firms whose
work until now has not been given the recognition it deserved. Birmingham’s Victorian
architects, like J.A.Chatwin, J.H.Chamberlain and Yeoville Thomason were men noted for
their versatility, their output ranging from villas to churches, banks to hospitals. They designed
civic buildings such as a prison, an asylum, a workhouse, Council House, public libraries and
an Art Gallery. Later Birmingham’s architects built shopping arcades, gentlemen’s clubs,
hotels and purpose-built factories.
The chapters are grouped chronologically from the Early Victorian Town through the Age of
the Civic Gospel to the Age of Terracotta and the Arts and Crafts Movement. Each chapter
focuses on an individual architect or practice and surveys their work, illustrating it by historic
and modern photographs, plans and elevations. The inclusion of a portrait photograph of
almost every architect cannot have been an easy task but it adds greatly to the interest and
unity of the book. The modern colour photographs are quite exceptional and provide vivid
testimony, if it were needed, of the quality of Birmingham’s built heritage. Following each
essay the authors have listed the major public, commercial, industrial and domestic works of
each architect. These are arranged chronologically, first by ‘work in Birmingham and its
environs’, and secondly by ‘work outside Birmingham’. For those looking for works on the
city’s edge it is therefore essential to check both lists.
There is much here to interest and guide the reader with a Worcestershire perspective. J.G.Bland
(1820-98) arrived in Birmingham in the 1850s from the East Midlands. There he had established
a reputation as a revivalist church architect, but new commissions brought him to the West
Midlands to design carpet factories in Kidderminster and he later went on to work on factories
in Birmingham’s expanding Jewellery Quarter. Comparison between the two is fascinating.
Phillada Ballard demonstrates how the improvement of suburban railway services in the 1890s
enabled wealthy clients to live further away from the city. As a result places like Four Oaks at
Sutton Coldfield and Barnt Green on the southern slopes of the Lickey Hills developed as
highly desirable residential areas for Birmingham’s elite. The residential development of those
southern suburbs such as Moseley, King’s Heath, and King’s Norton – all still part of north
Worcestershire until 1911 - are illustrated by excellent houses designed by W.H.Bidlake,
C.E.Bateman, William de Lacy Aherne and Owen Parsons. W.A.Harvey’s work in Bournville,
also then part of Worcestershire, is summarized by Michael Harrison’s contribution. Tim
Bridges’ excellent essay on Julius Alfred Chatwin includes much new material about this
prolific architect’s work on new buildings in Kidderminster, Bromsgrove and Malvern as well
as church restoration in the county.
The Birmingham and West Midlands Group of the Victorian Society is to be congratulated on
producing such a fine publication. It should inspire others to undertake and publish research
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on their own Victorian architects, and, perhaps more importantly, remind us all that this
heritage is well worth protecting.
Stephen Price
The Labour of Obedience. The Benedictines of Pershore, Nashdom and Elmore Petà
Dunstan (Canterbury Press, 2009) 216pp. £21.99
It was with great interest that I read about the Benedictines who helped a close relative through
some dark periods, offering first a refuge at Nashdom, later distance support from Elmore;
their very existence was a support. The book is dedicated to Dom Augustine Morris, abbot
1948-74, who spent over 70 years in the Nashdom/Elmore community, and whose ‘personal
history was entwined with the story’ – his and many others. This human element gives warmth
throughout, and adds an extra dimension to the history of the community itself and of the
wider Anglo-Catholic debate.
The study begins in 1913, when Abbot Aelred Carlyle led his community of Benedictine
monks on Caldey Island away from the Church of England, to be received into the Roman
Catholic Church. Anglo-Catholics, determined to maintain a Benedict presence, established a
new community at Pershore, where Abbey House was leased from Henry Wise.
The house was large but had been empty for three years, and had no electricity or water supply.
The ground-floor rooms provided library, guest sitting room, refectory and a room for the
Superior, Anselm. The
master bedroom became
the chapel, complete
with choir stalls, altar
curtained on three sides,
a robed Christ on a cross,
six candlesticks and a
hanging pyx. Its dressing
room
became
the
sacristy.

Abbey House, Pershore:
Chapel. Courtesy of
Pershore Heritage Centre

In 1915 Anselm converted to Roman Catholicism and returned to Caldey. One priest wrote
that the house had ‘come to an end’, but Father Denys, also from Caldey, was persuaded to
continue, first as warden and from 1921 as abbot. That year Henry Wise had to sell Abbey
House and a loan of £3,500 was raised to purchase it . Tensions with later bishops contributed
to the community’s rash but ultimately successful move in 1924 to Nashdom, built by Lutyens
for Princess Alexis Dolgorouki. Here the chapel was a spacious ballroom with a gallery where
guests could attend. The community’s chant, we are told, ‘would have compared favourably
with that of almost any great Catholic monastery’, and the richness of worship and its setting
attracted novices.
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The community retained Abbey House at Pershore, hoping to derive a rental income, but
instead it was a constant drain on resources. It was demolished in 1934, the land being let out
until 1947 when it was sold to the Rural District Council, some being used for housing, some
left as open space.
The book follows the community’s efforts to be recognised. There were tensions with the
Church at both local and national level. In 1925 guiding principles proposed by the archbishop
of Canterbury, Randall Davidson, giving the diocesan bishop the decisive role in key issues, was
rejected by the community as unacceptable as terms for full recognition. In 1931 the Church
refused to back their plans to start a seminary. Three years later the community finally gained
official recognition as a charitable institution, but in 1937 still had no official status or
recognition in the diocese. Archbishop Temple is quoted as having ‘a great regard for them, and
yet it is the one Community about whose standing within the Church of England I cannot avoid
some anxiety’. The community’s 50th anniversary in 1964 finally saw ‘unequivocal public
recognition of the monks’ place in the mainstream of the Church of England’. Archbishop
Ramsey presided at mass and gave an address, and the community was featured on TV.
With only nine monks, four over 80 years old, Nashdom proved to be beyond the community’s
means, and in 1986 the decision was made to move. After a hunt ‘from Newcastle to Cornwall’
Elmore near Newbury was chosen, and the move took place in 1987. Nashdom was eventually
converted to apartments. The new abbot had to ensure that Elmore became a monastery in its
own right, not merely a home for Nashdom monks.
The book follows the debate as to the extent to which Benedictinism should catholicise
Anglican Church or seek reunion with Rome. There were differences of view even within the
community. It also records the considerable changes that took place. Latin was retained until
the 1960s, after which the Roman rite remained the liturgy, even though in English. In the
1970s relaxation of rules created problems for traditionalists. Finally, in 2002 when Abbot
Basil was ordained deacon, the community agreed to use the Church of England’s Common
Worship for their daily Eucharist.
The monks did not restrict their activities to their own community. For example, relationships
were formed with women’s communities, for whom they provided priests, and a chapter is
devoted to the establishment of a Benedictine house, Kumasi House, in rural Ghana. They also
founded a priory, Three Rivers, for the American Benedictine Foundation. The original
aspirants were trained at Nashdom, but in 1969 it became an abbey in its own right.
Petà Dunstan is Librarian of the Faculty of Divinity in the University of Cambridge, where
she teaches modern church history. One quibble about this book, engrossing at many levels,
is the woefully inadequate index, but there is a useful ‘List of Superiors and Departed
Brethren’.
A Pershore Postscript
Pershore Abbey House was built in 1838 and stood at the end of the avenue of oak trees, where
the Bowls Club is now. Janet Daniels and Marion Freeman inform us in Pershore Places
(2009) that the monks’ water supply was a cut-off from the Avon which broadened out into a
small lake that may have been the medieval fishpond. The licensee of the Black Horse loaned
his donkey and cart to pull their mowing machine in exchange for grazing. In Pershore
Remembers (2009) ed Martin Coombs, Betty Tuffin recalls being fascinated by ‘The Last
Monks in Pershore’, whom she called ‘the rosy monks’ for their rosy faces above their dark
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habits. Her ‘rich grannie’ bought butter from them for 7d per pound. She remembers the large
greenhouses and monks fishing. A character Petà Dunstan does not introduce us to was the
abbot’s ‘very ugly, yellowy-fawn bulldog’, William, who would take advantage of their back
door being open.

Abbey House, Pershore: Staircase & Hallway. Courtesy of Pershore Heritage Centre
Photos of the exterior can be seen in P.Barrett & M.Wilson The Book of Pershore (1980)

The Old Palace, Worcester. A short history and guide Frank Bentley (2010) available in the
Cathedral shop for £3
Frank Bentley is a former Archdeacon of Worcester and was a Residentiary Canon of the
Cathedral. His interest in the Old Palace comes from having had an office there, which has
also given him an intimate knowledge of the building. He has made full use of Barbara
Ronchetti’s ‘monumental’ archival research, and also acknowledges ‘much help and advice’
from Chris Guy who, with Dr Anthea Harris of University of Birmingham Institute of
Archaeology & Antiquity, provided some of the many photographs.
This excellent booklet, with the plan of the palace conveniently placed on the back cover for
ease of reference, aims to let others know what an interesting and important building this is.
Part One starts with ‘The Need for a Palace’ and follows its history through to the 16th century.
Part Two, ‘Reformation, Restoration, Relinquishment and Return’ brings the story up to the
present date.
Profits from the sale are to go to the Church House Trust for the preservation of the Old Palace
and its contents.

Worcestershire Historical Society has several interesting projects in the pipeline. First, the
CD-ROM of Worcestershire Tithe Apportionments, edited by Peter Walker, is due out before
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the year’s end as Main Series vol. 23. Three editors are working to complete the Diary of
Henry Townshend, which should form Main Series vol. 24. Next, The Hartlebury church court
book, edited by Robert Swanson, will be coupled with Jim Toomey’s A Household Account
of Edward, duke of York, at Hanley Castle,1409-10’.
Work has also begun on the Glebe Terriers of Worcestershire, edited by Rosemary Ruck. This
project resumes and develops the work of Molly Barratt and Michelle Meller, who transcribed
a number of terriers a good time ago. This volume will complement the edition of
Warwickshire terriers that Molly edited for the Dugdale Society 50 years ago. The Hearth Tax
team at Roehampton University is keen to publish the Worcestershire hearth tax returns,
probably in a joint publication between the British Record Society and WHS.
Spot the church?
Basic cataloguing of the Society’s collection of topographical watercolours, prints and
drawings has begun. Many of the unmarked drawings have now been identified but a few,
including the one on the front cover, remain a mystery. This is a pen and ink drawing done in
the middle of the 19th century and forming part of the Severn Walker Collection given to the
Society in 1890.
John Severn Walker (1822-75) was the Society’s first Librarian and Curator and served for
many years as its Honorary Secretary. His drawings of churches and houses in Worcestershire
are an important source for showing their appearance before restoration or rebuilding. Some
of them were reproduced as prints in his book Architectural Sketches, Ecclesiastical, Secular,
and Domestic, in Worcestershire and its Borders, with Historical and Descriptive Notes which
was issued in two parts between 1862 and 1863.
The drawing on the cover may not necessarily be of Worcestershire. Severn Walker’s interests
extended beyond its boundaries and the collection includes surrounding counties and some
material relating to Somerset. The cataloguing team would love to know the answer.
Peter Walker

Some thoughts on the Society’s Library
The Society has had a library since the 1870s when a few generous-minded members donated
12 books to form a nucleus. The Society’s Transactions were published jointly with those of
similar societies, beginning in 1854. Known as Associated Papers, at the beginning the group
comprised the societies of the Archdeaconry of Northampton, the County of York, the Diocese
of Lincoln and the County of Bedford.
The arrangement lasted until 1922 and in 1923 the first ever Worcestershire Archaeological
Society’s Transactions was published with an introduction by the Bishop as patron, Ernest
Pearce, with E.A.B.Barnard as President. When the joint publication ceased, the Society
exchanged journals with other societies maintaining a library. This has continued to the present
day whilst other publications and major national journals, both historical and archaeological,
have been purchased. For this reason, the real strength of our library is in its journal holdings
and, therefore, in research.
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Donations and purchases have also built up a stock of books which, whilst relatively
small in number, is large and broad in antiquarian and historical interest. There is also
an ephemera collection containing guide books, pamphlets, cuttings and slides. In
addition to the library, there are the collections itemised by Stephen Price in this year’s
Transactions. The library catalogue is in the process of going virtual and will be available
on the website.
The library has had a wandering existence. In the early days, it occupied several sites
including a period in the Edgar Tower, but when the Society was heavily involved in the
acquisition of the Greyfriars in the 1940s it put out an appeal for funds to obtain the small
building next door. The Thompson Trust building became the home of the library, but was lost
when the Greyfriars Trust was transferred to the National Trust. The Society continued to hold
its meetings in The Greyfriars into the 1980s.
In 1975 the Society’s library was buried in the Public Library basement until it was rescued
by Robin Whittaker and Clive Beardsmore, then Keeper of Archaeology. The Society entered
its agreement with the City Museum and in 1982 the library went to the Commandery, after a
period in Queen Elizabeth House, under the care of the Society’s Hon. Librarian, Barbara
Ronchetti, and the City Museum Collection Manager, Tim Bridges.
Because of alterations and refurbishment at the Commandery, our library had to find a new
home once more in 2005. Under the Chairmanship of Dr. John Harcup, the Society came to
an agreement with The University of Worcester and our stock was, again, moved, this time to
the Peirson Library on the St. John Campus. We now have a Library Sub-committee for
decisions and policy, with Nick Molyneux as ex-officio chairman and Stephen Price as
Deputy. The week-to-week handling and organisation is dealt with by myself and some
volunteers.
The saga of our library has now entered another chapter. At the bottom of The Butts, a new
four storey building is slowly appearing. This is the Worcester Library and History Centre
(WLHC), which will house the County Library, University Library, Record Office, History
Centre and County Archaeological Service (WHEAS) as well as the Council Hub for public
access to its services. Our society was included in the preliminary consultations, had a
representative on the Forum which helped to decide some of the requirements in the new
building and has had some involvement up to recent times in planning the layout.
In deciding the way the library should go in the future, the committee has had to take account
of many things, not merely the thought of how pleasant or convenient it would be to use a
new, modern building. Of course, the principle of different collections brought together in
one build is an excellent one and reflected our hopes for improved accessibility and a higher
public profile for the society. However, because of the layout of the new building and the
shortage of space, it has become apparent that our collections would be fragmented and
divided over at least two floors. No secure shelving would be provided and there would be
no space for our significant holdings of printed ephemera. Thus the integrity and coherence
of the collection would be lost and members would in reality have reduced access to the
material. For these reasons the committee is exploring with the University the idea of
remaining with the other special collections. It seems at present that these are likely to stay
of the Henwick campus where the space that is needed for such collections can be provided
and where we are lucky enough to have the professional services of a Special Collections
librarian.
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Some portion of the stock, books in particular, have been so moved around and are so
showing signs of age that a programme of conservation and repair is needed. This would be
better accomplished under the guidance of a dedicated special collections librarian. Our
volunteers try to be in the library on Wednesday afternoons to help members with any
research and would be pleased to introduce them to the potential of the collection to their
interests. If you would like to visit and make an appointment in advance, please contact me
on 01905 426428.
Our library has been in existence some 140 years and when final re-organisation comes about
within the next two years or so, it will be able to prove its value and its place in the story of
the Worcestershire Archaeological Society once again.
Vince Hemingway
See also Barbara Ronchetti’s ‘A Librarian Looks Back’, Recorder 71 (Spring 2005) pp10-11

WAS Excursions Programme, 2010
As in previous years the 2010 Programme, detailed in the Spring Recorder, has been well
supported, with nearly 80 different people coming on an excursion and well over 400
participants in total. Again several new members have joined because of their specific interest
in the excursions programme, which has contributed to the Society’s aims of promoting
understanding of the archaeology and history of Worcestershire and other areas where relevant
remains and monuments can be studied. Details of the Society’s excursions programmes past
and present are available on the website, http://worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk/.
I again pay tribute to all Leaders for their willing support of the programme – I co-ordinate,
but they research and lead! I also thank Aston Coaches who provided an efficient and friendly
service for our more distant trips, as well as welcome car parking at their depot.
This was the sixth year in which I have handled the co-ordination of the administration of the
Society’s Excursions Programme and the final one, as I will be retiring from the post at the
2010 AGM. The question of succession remains to be resolved, but I have undertaken to
prepare a 2011 Programme. I have also agreed to do the admin for the 2011 ‘away’ trip and to
act as a locum pending a new appointment being made. The work could in some measure be
divided, and I would be happy to oversee this and stay on the Committee in an advisory
capacity.
Ernie Kay

WAS Lecture Programme, 2010-11
As the Chairman’s Letter indicates, the Lecture season got off to a flying start on 27 September
with Stephen Price’s overview of more than 25,000 paintings, drawings, prints, furniture and
antiquities in the Society’s ownership, donations made over the 156 years of its existence.
Small wonder he subtitled his lecture ‘A Museum without a Home’.
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Stephen has been tracking many of these items down over a period of some six years and in several
cases has had difficulty persuading the current custodians that the Society was the lawful owner.
He is to be congratulated on the hard work, persistence and diplomacy required to achieve this
monumental task, and we look forward to reading the full report in the forthcoming Transactions.
The programme continues:
18 October
‘The impact of the Black Death on Worcestershire villages’
Bob Field will begin his talk with a description of Worcestershire villages on the eve of the
plague’s arrival in the county in 1349. Using the village of Elmley Castle as an example
landscape features, the peasant community, agriculture and the role of the landlord will be
outlined. After this the impact of the plague on this village and others will be examined. Topics
here will include mortality rates, the loss of priests, vacant tenements, soaring wages, orphans
and an upsurge in marriages. Next attention will be drawn to the fact that plague in
Worcestershire became endemic, preventing population recovery. Low population levels meant
more opportunities for villagers and, as will be shown, this led to an increasing number of
peasants leaving their home village and seeking their fortune elsewhere. Finally the impact of
the plagues on the Worcestershire landscape will be discussed.
‘King John, his final testament, and the last days of his reign:
the Worcester connection’
Professor Stephen Church of the University of East Anglia will be talking about King John’s
last testament and the last days of his reign. The testament exists as a single sheet of parchment
in the archive at the cathedral and as a result has had very little attention from historians. The
purpose of this lecture is to unravel the importance of the text for understanding the last days of
the reign of King John.

8 November

29 November
‘Silbury; Resolving the Enigma’
According to English Heritage ‘Silbury’s significance is obscure and we can only hope to
understand it if we combine our scientific approach with a vision that sees beyond modern day
beliefs’. Michael Dames attempts to meet that need by setting the monument within its
Neolithic religious context which, according to many Continental scholars, revolved around
the figure of a mother goddess. Thus Silbury Hill and its surrounding moat, may together form
a gigantic effigy of that deity, depicted pregnant at the start of harvest. The recently discovered
Roman settlement around the monument may link to the Roman harvest goddess Ceres to her
Stone Age prototype.
Thurs 9 December, 2.15pm
AGM
This will be followed by ‘WAS in Wales, October 2010’. We look forward to hearing and
seeing John Harcup’s illustrated account of the trip. No doubt others will wish to contribute!
10 January, 2011
‘Worcester Castle – recent archaeological discoveries’
Mike Napthan will give a brief introduction to the history of the Castle site from the Iron Age
through to the early 19th century, and a review of archaeological works undertaken on the site
by Mike Napthan Archaeology over the last ten years. The castle has very few visible
upstanding remains, and was thoroughly demolished in the early 19th century, subsequently
much of the site was quarried for sand and gravel. It has since been extensively landscaped and
built over. The results of numerous watching briefs, evaluations and excavations across the site
have, however, demonstrated that information can still be gleaned from careful fieldwork
despite very patchy survival of the deposits.
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Thurs 3 February, 2.15pm ‘Norwegian Stave Churches’
Our Chairman, Nick Molyneux, will share his enthusiasm for stave churches, which are of
interest for two reasons: their construction and their decoration. The former has given these
churches their name, from stafr in Old Norse, stav in Norwegian. A stave wall consists of
vertical planks with their bases in a
groove in the sill-beam, and their tops in
a groove in the wall-plate. An upright
post at each corner is connected to the
sill below and the wall-plate above, thus
creating a solid frame. The churches,
especially the doorways, are richly
decorated with carvings. Similar
constructions were once common all
over northwestern Europe. In England
its nearest relative is the log church of St
Andrew’s at Greensted in Essex, treering dated to the 11th century and the
oldest standing wooden building in the
country.
28 February
‘Evesham Abbey: the Romanesque church’
As David Cox reports, the Romanesque remains of the abbey church at Evesham are hard to
find, and the place of Evesham in the history of Norman architecture in Worcester diocese has
hitherto been difficult to assess. From medieval chronicles and from unpublished excavation
records of the early 19th century, however, it emerges that Evesham was the first great church
in the diocese, and a source for the design of Wulfstan’s cathedral (begun 1084). The eastern
arm at Durham cathedral (begun 1093) may also have felt its influence.
‘Excavations on the eastern suburbs of the Roman town of
Kenchester’
Robin Jackson from WHEAS will bring us up-to-date on recent excavations and exciting new
discoveries. The excavations are the largest undertaken at this site for nearly 40 years and
should throw new light on this important town.
21 March

Wed 13 April
‘Cantilupe’s Crusade? Walter de Cantilupe, bishop of
Berkeley Lecture
Worcester and the Baronial rebellion’
In 1264, Walter de Cantilupe gave the crusading army at Lewes the status of a crusading force
before the battle. At 1266 he alone of the bishops who had supported de Montfort remained
with the earl at the last Battle at Evesham. How had Cantilupe become involved in this
rebellion, what was his role and his justification? Philippa Hoskins of the University of
Lincoln examines the background (political and ideological) to Cantilupe’s involvement in the
events of 1258-1266 and the actual role he played.
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Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, Caroline Hillaby, at The Roughs,
Hollybush, Ledbury, HR8 1EU, tel/fax 01531 650618,
recorder@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.co.uk by 11 March 2011.
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