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Cover Illustration: The Hurd Library, Hartlebury Castle (pp 3 & 4)
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Chairman’s Letter
Firstly, I would like to pay tribute to my predecessor, Dr John
Harcup. Amongst his many contributions were the Society’s
celebration of its 150th anniversary, carried off in appropriate style
with a splendid dinner and lectures in the Commandery in April
2004, and the successful transfer of the Society’s books to the
Peirson Library at the University of Worcester in 2005. Throughout
his Chairmanship John (and his wife Mary) were the keenest
supporters of all the Society’s activities from lectures and public
events to the summer excursions.
My interest in Worcestershire’s archaeology and history was aroused in the 1960s, when I
‘discovered’ on my doorstep an Iron Age hill-fort (Berry Mound), numerous moated sites, a
Roman road (Ryknield Street) and, just over the parish boundary at Alvechurch, the
impressive earthworks of a bishop’s palace. I joined the Society in 1969, when an
undergraduate reading archaeology and history. Three years later, after postgraduate work on
Bordesley Abbey, my first job took me to Bewdley where as Curator my task was to get the
museum opened in time for the 500th anniversary of the 1472 Charter. Living in Bewdley in
the early 1970s I became very much aware of the pressures on the historic environment.
Summer evenings were spent investigating and recording medieval houses that were coming
to light behind Georgian and much later fronts. Precious evidence was being revealed for only
short spaces of time as the ‘improvers’ restored or modernised. This is all a far cry from
today, when professional teams, such as WHEAS and the City Archaeologist, ensure proper
consideration is given to the archaeological and architectural significance of a site prior to
development.
Our Society provides a most suitable vehicle for amateur and professional to join forces. We
owe much to the professionals who give their time outside working hours to support our
activities, provide professional advice to the Committee and contribute to our lecture
programme. Equally the Society has a long and distinguished tradition of promoting
archaeology and local history in the county. Our journal provides the principal medium for
publishing the results of fieldwork, excavation and historical research, while as a Committee
we are well-placed to comment on issues affecting the heritage of the county. In the 19th
century the Society protested over the destruction of medieval fabric in the name of Victorian
church restoration, while between the 1930s and 1960s it campaigned for the preservation of
Worcester’s threatened buildings.
It remains important to be vigilant on current developments as they affect the county’s heritage.
Your Committee is currently concerned over the future of the historic contents of Hartlebury
Castle which will be vacated when the present Bishop retires in the summer. Of these the Hurd
Library, created as a purpose-built library in the 1780s to house Bishop Hurd’s books, is a
national treasure, described by the British Academy’s expert advisors as ‘an intact example of
18th-century episcopal taste both theological and literary, located in a sympathetic, purposebuilt, contemporary setting. An episcopal as distinct from a cathedral library does not often
survive separately, and ought to be kept as a whole. Its removal or dispersal would be a grave
misfortune. It is much to be hoped that it can continue to be serviced in situ by qualified staff.’
The Society endorses this view wholeheartedly. The County Museum, which has a lease of one
wing of the castle, would be the obvious guardians of such an important part of the county’s
heritage, if resources can be found.
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The Society is involved in discussions with the University and the County Council about the
provision of an integrated library on the Butts site that will bring together the City Library,
Record Office, the History Centre and the University Library including the Society’s own
library. The brief is still being developed, but our involvement ensures that the interests of the
Society and its members are represented.
Our winter lecture programme has attracted excellent numbers and our new venue, St.
George’s Hall, is proving a popular location. I very much look forward to meeting new
members at St. George’s and on excursions during the summer.
Stephen Price

The Friends of the Hurd Library and Hartlebury Castle urge that both Castle and Library
be acquired by a public body and made available for public use. Local people, including a
trained librarian, are ready to help in the Library.
If you share our concern about the future of Hartlebury Castle and the Hurd Library please
write, as soon as possible to:
Sir Stuart Bell MP, Church Commissioner 1 Millbank London SW1P 3JZ and/or your MP,
House of Commons, London SW1A OAA.
For further information (and a draft letter, if you wish) contact Friends of the Hurd Library and
Hartlebury Castle, tel 01299 250883/822201.

Worcestershire Archaeological Society: Committee Members, 2006-7
Chairman:
Stephen Price, 01905 358880
Deputy Chairman:
Dr John Harcup, 01684 574477
Deputy Chairman & Programme Secretary: Joe Hillaby, 01531 650618
Secretary & Membership Secretary:
Dr Janet Dunleavey, 01684 565190
Treasurer:
Mrs Ade Gbadamose
Editor (Transactions):
Robin Whittaker, 01905 766353 (work)
Archaeological Adviser:
Chris Guy, 01905 21004 (work)
Publicity Officer:
Hal Dalwood, 01905 855455 (work)
Brian Ferris, 01905 354224
Vince Hemingway, 01905 426428
Mrs Barbara Plant, 01905 21554

Tim Bridges, 01905 25371 (work)
Ernie Kay, 01684 567917
Mrs Jean Whalley, 01684 564581

Obituary
The Society is sad to report the death in November of Barbara Ronchetti, its Librarian for 21
years, from 1984 to 2005. Barbara’s account of this period and an appreciation of her work by
Tim Bridges can be read in the Worcestershire Recorder edition 71 (Spring 2005). A full
obituary will appear in the next volume of the Society’s Transactions.
Congratulations
On a happier note, the Society is pleased to report that one of its
longest serving members, Miss Muriel Maby, celebrated her 100th
birthday on 1 April. Miss Maby’s application to join the Society was
approved on 5 February 1964, over 43 years ago.
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The Commandery Excavation, Worcester: second interim report
Introduction
Darren Miller and Alan Jacobs described the first season of excavations at The Commandery
in Worcestershire Recorder 72, autumn 2005. The second, final, season of excavation took
place in June and July 2006. Important discoveries were made about the medieval hospital, and
we have filled in significant gaps in our knowledge.
Worcester City Council is reaching the end of a project to refurbish the museum, with the aid
of a grant of £985,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The Commandery will reopen in 2007
with new displays that will allow visitors to discover the whole history of the site. Meanwhile,
over the last two years, many local people have helped recover that complex history through
the Commandery Archaeology Project.
The history of the site and its buildings
The buildings of varied dates that make up The Commandery reflect many changes of use and
owner. The Commandery began as a hospital, founded probably in the early 13th century just
outside the city walls on Sidbury, the main road to the southeast. It was dedicated to St Wulstan,
the bishop of Worcester who died in 1095 and was canonised as a saint in 1203. The medieval
hospital was a charitable foundation, ministering to the sick and elderly. There were 22 inmates
in 1294 receiving shelter and food, but
medical care was probably rather limited.
During the medieval period St Wulstan’s
Hospital became known as The
Commandery, which should indicate a
connection with the Knights Hospitaller,
but there is no historical evidence for this.
The name persisted throughout the many
changes to the present day.
The end of St Wulstan’s Hospital came in
1540. Whilst large institutions such as
Worcester’s friaries were completely
destroyed and used as quarries for
building stone, smaller buildings such as
St Wulstan’s Hospital were clearly
suitable for re-use. The hospital was sold
to Thomas Wylde, a wealthy Worcester
clothier, who converted it into a house,
which the Wylde family occupied for the
next 200 years. It was used as the
headquarters of the royalist army during
the Battle of Worcester in 1651. Parts of
the old hospital buildings were rebuilt
and extended in brick in the late 17th to
early 18th century. Following several
changes in ownership, the building was
used as a boarding school for blind Fig 1. Reconstructed general plan of the medieval
children and a print works in the 20th hospital (incorporating information from research
century.
undertaken by Nick Molyneux and by Nigel Baker)
5

The new archaeological discoveries.
The focus of investigations in 2005-6 was investigating the development of the medieval
hospital and its layout around the surviving buildings. The results of the fieldwork have changed
what we knew about the hospital, and a new general plan of St Wulstan’s Hospital in AD 1500
can be outlined (Fig 1). The developing understanding of the site has been informed by research
undertaken by others, especially Nick Molyneux’s study of the standing buildings, and Nigel
Baker and Dick Holt’s research into the medieval ecclesiastic institutions of Worcester.
The hospital chapel. The most important discovery made in 2006 was the medieval hospital
chapel, which is documented as dedicated to St Gudwal. We now know that most of the chapel
is buried beneath 17th-century brick buildings, but the east wall was revealed, which makes
sense of other clues in the standing buildings. The chapel’s location has long been an enigma,
although interpretations of the limited documentary evidence indicated that it lay close to
Sidbury on the south side of the complex. Three stubs of pillars have stood in the gardens of The
Commandery since the 19th century, when they were discovered by the owner and erected here.

Fig 2. The east
wall of the chapel
revealed in an
excavation thrench.

The east wall of the chapel had square buttresses on each corner (Fig 2). The chapel
foundations were substantial and constructed over a thick layer of clay, deliberately dumped
to raise the ground level. The chapel stood parallel to Sidbury, standing back some distance
from the street frontage and aligned WNW to ESE. Although demolished in the 16th or 17th
century, the height of the surviving walls gave a good indication of the appearance of the
building. The chapel was built of fine greenish-grey sandstone from Highley in Shropshire, and
chisel marks and individual mason’s marks were very well preserved. The architectural details
can be compared to other Worcestershire churches, dating this building to the first half of the
13th century. During the medieval period the chapel was extended to the north in similar
architectural style, possibly a vestry. Quantities of architectural fragments were recovered from
demolition layers, including limestone mouldings and decorated floor tiles. The discovery of
the location of the chapel shows that two burials, discovered in 2004 inside The Commandery,
were beneath the chapel floor, close to the altar.
From the evidence available, the arrangement of the chapel in relation to other hospital
buildings can be suggested, which fits the limited documentary evidence (Fig 1). The
minimalist interpretation indicates a small rectangular chapel. However, although it seems
likely that the piers standing in The Commandery gardens came from the chapel, this small
building would have been too small to accommodate them. If the piers are from the chapel, it
was a larger aisled building. Further consideration of the evidence will clarify the possibilities.
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The first period of the medieval hospital. In 2005 and 2006, the foundations of stone
medieval buildings were uncovered in five areas. Dating evidence was limited, but the
buildings can be dated to the 13th-14th century and constitute evidence for the layout of the
hospital before its late 15th century rebuilding. Parts of three buildings were found which
underlay the standing timber-framed medieval buildings on the same alignments. These
buildings are antecedents of the Great Hall and the West (Infirmary) Range and the East Range.
It is not clear how similar the earlier hospital layout was to the later arrangements, but
rebuilding on the same general plan is a very common pattern. Two other medieval stone
buildings of this earlier period were on different alignments to the later medieval buildings. A
substantial stone building underlay the late medieval North Range (see below) and another
building lay to the east of the East Range. The plan of the hospital as originally laid out and
developed before the late 15th century is only partly known, but seems to have consisted of a
central core of buildings, including the chapel, laid out on a rectilinear plan, with peripheral
buildings on different alignments.
The late medieval hospital. Today’s fine timber-framed buildings represent a concentrated
phase of rebuilding of the hospital, which entailed the demolition of all the principal hospital
buildings except the chapel. On the evidence of architectural style, the new hospital buildings
were erected over a short period in the late 15th century, and dendrochronology has shown that
the timber was all felled in the period 1468-73, as building work proceeded. The new buildings
include the Great Hall, a long east range that provided accommodation for the master of the
hospital and two priests, and a west range that housed the inmates.
The excavation revealed the foundations of a further timber-framed range to the north of and
parallel to the Great Hall. This building, designated the ‘North Range’, was domestic in
character and similar in date, proportions and construction method to the West and East Ranges
(Fig 1). The North Range saw some rebuilding in the post-medieval period, and cartographic
evidence indicates that it was demolished in the 18th century. Further archaeological
investigations southeast of the chapel revealed a timber-framed medieval building that abutted
the SE corner of the chapel and is interpreted as having a domestic function (‘house’ on Fig
1). It was demolished in the late 17th century. The overall character of the late medieval
hospital was very regular, based around two courtyards. The excavations have clarified parts
of the plan, and other elements are deduced from documentary sources and architectural
evidence.
Conclusions
The reconstructed plan of the hospital in AD 1500 is provisional, and there remain many
questions and gaps. Nevertheless a much clearer insight into the layout of the medieval hospital
has been gained, and importantly we know with certainty where the chapel stood. The first
evidence for the hospital before the late 15th century has pushed back the architectural history
of this medieval institution to its foundation in the 13th century.
Further information
This is a short interim account of the 2005-6 excavations, based on the current understanding
of the excavation team at WHEAS, and incorporating earlier research. It is intended to
publish a new study of The Commandery in due course, incorporating the results of the
excavations. An illustrated web diary from the excavations can be found on
http://www.worcestercitymuseums.org.uk/comm/commind.htm
Hal Dalwood, Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology Service
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Archaeology at the County Museum in 2006
During 2006 major building works took place at Worcestershire County Museum, Hartlebury
Castle. The old shop and reception area to the north of the main building was demolished and
a new lobby and external glass lift were built to comply with DDA legislation. Simultaneously
the former offices of the County Museum Service were radically transformed to create a new
Reception, Museum Shop and Audio Visual Display together with new public toilet facilities.
This latter rebuild included a ramp giving disabled access to the new shop. Aspects of all three
locations yielded previously unknown features of the earlier stages in the development of
Hartlebury Castle from the 11th to14th centuries through to the early 20th century.
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Figure 2: Trenches and other observations

Fig 1. Trenches and other observations
The area around the new lobby and lift was subject to a ‘watching brief’ by WHEAS. It
revealed parts of what is initially believed to be a 14th-century kitchen servicing the Great Hall.
Close to the screens passage end of the Hall, itself known to have been extended and re-roofed
in the 1390s, a 13th/14th-century hearth, made of squared sandstone blocks and floored with
tiles probably from a small side oven to a major range, was discovered together with pottery
sherds from the late 11th to 14th century. Two pieces of a stone, square rimmed bowl of
13th/14th century date were also found. To the western side of this area, and underneath a
mainly Georgian and early Victorian service block, a long run of finely cut double chamfer
plinth coursing was found. This ran south-north and then returned west. Evidence of
buttressing to the angle was also noted. This plinth is believed to be later than the 13th/14th
century hearth area, probably 15th century. A section of this plinth remains visible and
illuminated under a glass floor panel in the new lobby; the remainder of the area was recorded
and backfilled. The hearth itself was lifted and is now stored pending display at a future date.
Further excavations to provide a pit for the lift’s substructure failed to reveal any earlier
archaeology, finally reaching the bedrock referred to in most accounts of the castle’s original
construction ‘upon a rocky prominence’.
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In the Museum Service offices, a building
converted from Georgian stables through an early
20th century College of Clergy to its current use, a
system of brick-built drains was found under the
existing staff toilet area. As this area was not
subject to the ‘watching brief’ and needed to be
built upon immediately, the writer carried out an
emergency excavation, took measurements and
recorded it photographically before backfilling
took place. The drains appeared to have serviced
the stalls for the stables, taking ordure from each to
a central run-off exiting the building at the northern
side. The construction was very carefully made
using bricks laid flat top and bottom and angled
upon their edges to create the sides. It was observed
that the run-off still functioned well. Objects
including a part-used tin of saddle grease, small
animal bone and bottle glass were found and
accessioned into the Museum’s collections.

Fig 2. Medieval hearth

To the west of the Museum Service offices a ramp was constructed for wheelchair access to the
new shop. During excavations for this a previously unknown well, c1.5 metres in diameter with
a corrugated iron ‘cap’ (probably mid-20th century) and the fixtures for a 19th or 20th-century
pump, was found. Upon further investigation supervised by WHEAS the well shaft was found to
be modern brick to the top but with 21 courses of 17th century bricks below. Under this the shaft
became rock-cut, some 25 feet deep, with clear, potable water at its base. The water level would
match that of the spring in ‘Old Moat Coppice’, and this no doubt explains its purity. The well is
to be lit and revealed to visitors under reinforced glass. It is also hoped to re-instate the pump
mechanism. The development of the well over the centuries has yet to be proven by further
investigation but in the opinion of the writer the rock-cut level may date from the mediaeval
period when it would have served the castle’s inner ward. The brick levels no doubt date from
the stables referred to above when the well would have been the source of water for feeding and
grooming the horses, and possibly from the Civil Wars period when the castle was garrisoned for
the King. The pump would have been installed when the building became a College of Clergy
under Bishop Yeatman-Biggs in the first decade of the 20th century when that side of the college
was used as a kitchen with a still extant doorway opening adjacent to the well.

Fig 3. Well beside 17th-century
stable block

In addition to the above, several large pieces of
worked sandstone were found where the walls
were pierced for the lift doors on the first and
second floors. These moulded stones, dating
from the 14th to the 16th centuries, were used as
rubble ‘fill’ in the Georgian brick walls and may
be sections of the original fenestration of the
adjacent Great Hall or from other now-vanished
areas of the mediaeval Bishops Palace.
D.J.Kendrick
Collections Officer,
Worcestershire County Museum.
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News from the City
Work has been underway on several of the large development sites which surround the city
centre – Lowesmoor, Castle Street, Diglis and Royal Worcester.
A new desk-based assessment of the archaeology of the Lowesmoor Trading Estate site (the
19th-century Hill, Evans vinegar works) identified areas of archaeological potential on the site,
including the Grainger Porcelain Works, where there are well-preserved buried remains, and a
large part of a medieval suburb. Following approval of the development plans, which include
a supermarket and other shops, this will be used to develop a strategy for further investigation
and preservation.
Archaeological evaluation at Castle Street (the former Worcester Royal Infirmary, to be
developed as a new campus for the University of Worcester), revealed extensive survival of
Roman remains in an area which must be close to the edge of the Roman ‘small town’.
Together with the site of the proposed new Library, just to the south on The Butts, this
represents around 5% of the area of the Roman town. Much of both sites is unaffected by later
development, such as the extensive medieval pit-digging and post-medieval cellars which
affect much of the city centre. The sites are on the edge of the Severn floodplain, with potential
for waterlogged remains, and extend up the slope towards sites such as the Magistrates Court
where extensive Roman remains have already been excavated. The evaluation trenches have
been too small to allow patterns to be easily seen, but there is evidence of early Roman (1st2nd century AD) activity in parts, and later Roman pits and ditches elsewhere. While efforts
are underway to ensure that as much as possible of the archaeological remains on both sites
are preserved below the new developments, some impact is inevitable, and there will be further
investigations to provide a good understanding of the character of this very important corner
of Roman Worcester.
At Diglis, trenching along the link road to Bath Road revealed only a medieval ditch, not the
expected Roman road. Most of any archaeological remains which may be present on the main
development site will be deeply buried. A borehole survey identified an earlier channel system
of the Severn, probably prehistoric in date.
Redevelopment of the Royal Worcester Porcelain sites is well underway. At Portland Walk,
investigations have revealed little of archaeological interest, but the Severn Street site has
proved much more interesting. Surveys of all the 19th- and 20th-century buildings have been
completed or are in progress, and many of the later buildings have been demolished. A
programme of field evaluation by trenching is underway.
Analysis of the very important 2005 excavation at Newport Street has begun. Some small-scale
fieldwork has been needed in the area, including observation of an electrical cable connection
at the western end of Newport Street, where a massive green sandstone foundation was
recorded. This seems to have been associated with the medieval bridge or the riverside
defences, though this remains uncertain as only part was seen.
The report on the watching brief on the resurfacing of the High Street has been completed. This
scheme was initially assessed to have only limited impact on buried remains, restricted to a
few tree pits. However, changed engineering requirements and the need to replace many
services resulted in excavations up to 2.2m in depth, and led to a long-running watching brief
which ran for around a year. A sequence of metalled street surfaces was recorded, dated to the
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11th to 14th centuries; later surfaces had mostly been removed by later truncation. Where the
High Street had been widened, towards its northern end, the remains of a series of cellars of
medieval and later date were recorded; several of these were massively constructed of
sandstone.
Buildings at 32 Sidbury and 52 The Tything have been surveyed. 32 Sidbury dates to c1700
and retains some timber framing and 18th-century stencilled wall painting. 52 the Tything is
18th century and includes an unusual stud partition clad with mid-19th century tea-chests.
A number of interesting industrial buildings have also received attention, including an early
19th-century warehouse and part of a canal-side stable complex at Diglis Road, and late 19thcentury railway works buildings at Tolladine Goods Yard.
A desk-based assessment of Fort Royal Park, including the scheduled Civil War fort, has been
used to develop proposals for survey, research, enhancement and interpretation works, and an
application has recently been submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the park.
The City Defences Conservation Management Plan has been extensively revised following
consultation, and will be issued soon, along with an action plan for the walls and other features.
An Archaeology Strategy for Worcester has been drafted and will be available for consultation
over the summer. This relates closely to the Supplementary Planning Document on
Archaeology and the historic environment, on which there will be a further consultation in the
summer before it is adopted.
James Dinn

Worcester Cathedral and the Civil War
This article looks at what evidence might survive within the Cathedral and its Precinct of
events associated with the Civil War, and how the area might have looked at the time.
One source of information on this period, although not written until the late 18th century, is
Valentine Green’s History and Antiquities of the City and Suburbs of Worcester. This contains
an account of the Siege of Worcester in 1642: ‘The Earl of Essex arrived the same night
(Saturday 24 September) with his army before the town, but thought it not prudent, on
suspicion of treachery, to enter it till the morrow, when the parliament forces took full
possession of it, and all the horrors of a pillage followed. On the Sunday the soldiers visited
the cathedral; where, after every sort of vulgar abuse and wanton destruction that could be
effected on its altar, which they pulled down, and its vestments and furniture, which they
destroyed; the vault beneath it (the crypt) was explored, and a considerable treasure of stores
and provisions was discovered in it…’
A second, contemporary, account, A Short View of the late Troubles in England by Sir William
Dugdale, amplifies some of this: ‘When their whole Army, under the command of the Earl
of Essex, came to Worcester, the first thing they there did, was the profanation of the
cathedral; destroying the organ; breaking in pieces divers beautiful windows, wherein the
foundation of that church was lively historified with painted glass, and barbarously defacing
divers fair adornments of the dead. And as if this were not enough, they brought their horses
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into the body of the church, keeping fires and courts of guard therein, making the quire and
side-aisles, with the font, the common-places, wherein they did their easements of nature.
Also, to make their wickedness the more complete, they rifled the library, with the records
and evidences of the church; tore in pieces the Bibles and service books pertaining to the
quire; putting the surplices and other vestments upon their dragooners who rode about the
streets with them’. What Dugdale omits is that he was one of those responsible for rifling
the library!
Although these descriptions imply significant damage, there is little evidence of it today
because of the restorations carried out in the later 17th century, following the Restoration of
the Monarchy, during the 18th – and particularly the 19th – century. An instance of the damage
to the ‘adornments of the dead’ is given by Green, quoting another source, with reference to
the tomb and effigy of Bishop Parry, which at that time was against the north wall of the
George Chapel: ‘This monument was much defaced, and the head of the figure broken off, by
the rebels in 1643 (sic)’. This effigy is now in the second recess from the east in the nave south
aisle (with its head intact!).
The Cathedral seems to have suffered more seriously during the Siege that took place in 1646.
Although there are no records of the Cathedral itself being hit, on 11 June a cannon ball struck
the bishop’s palace. The real damage at that time was the result of the Royalist defenders using
lead from the roof to make munitions. This stripping of lead roofs may have led to the eventual
demolition of the bell-tower that stood to the north of the Cathedral, as shown on Hollar’s
engraving dated 1672. Although this depicts the steeple intact there is probably an element of
artistic licence as it does not show St Michael’s church, which adjoined the east side of the
bell-tower. However, the engraving does
show the sacrist’s house, which abutted
the north quire aisle and was demolished
in the early 18th century. All that now
survives of this is the oriel window above
the Friends’ door.
The Cathedral features again during
the Battle of Worcester in 1651. On
the morning of 3 September, the
parliamentarians attacked Worcester from
the south on the west bank of the Severn
and also managed to construct a bridge of
boats across the river to link with their
army on the east side. To quote Green
again: ‘This eventful scene had been
anxiously beheld in its progress from the
top of the cathedral tower, by a council of
war convened by the king’. Perhaps
dating from this time are some drawings
in the roof-space of the north quire aisle,
which appear to show Fort Royal with its
defences, an archer and some windmills.

Drawings in roof space
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It was at the Battle of Worcester that the Duke of Hamilton was fatally injured. He died at the
Commandery and his body was brought for burial to the Cathedral, where it was interred in
front of the high altar. There is a memorial to the duke on the wall of the north quire aisle. His
body was discovered in 1861 in a lead coffin moulded to its shape. The body itself had been
embalmed and wrapped in cloth and there was also an outer wooden coffin. A small 17th-century javelin head was found with or near these remains, although its relevance is unclear, as a
1677 account says that ‘the wound which occasioned the death of the Duke of Hamilton was
received ... by a slug shot’.
A map, purporting to be ‘an exact ground plot of Worcester as it stood fortified ye 3rd
September 1651’, shows College Green surrounded by houses. Although the depictions are
schematic, it is probably accurate in so far as the Green was an open space with buildings
around it. The map also shows what appears to be a ditch running roughly east-west across the
Green from the Edgar Tower to the Watergate. However, it is not clear whether this is a
contemporary earthwork or, perhaps more likely, a vestige of the former Castle bailey ditch.
Further evidence of the damage caused to the Cathedral and adjacent buildings comes from a
report by Barnabas Oley, Surveyor to the Fabric, following the Restoration. This may not be
entirely unbiased, as it blames Cromwell’s men for taking the lead from many of the roofs and
also the timber from the bell-tower, Chapter House, Edgar Tower, cloisters and dormitory.
Another source of information, perhaps of more use to archaeologists, is the Parliamentary
Survey of 1649. This contains descriptions of the houses standing at the time, with their
location (usually in reference to adjoining buildings or gardens) and value. The importance of
this document is that it gives measurements for the size of the plots, together with some of the
individual rooms and their functions. Although many of these buildings are no longer extant,
it is possible to work out at least an approximate location for them, so that if walls (or better
still, cellars) are found then they can be dated, linked to documentary evidence. The Survey
occasionally states whether walls are of stone and what the roofing material is, particularly
when it is lead, because of the value of the material. This Survey also gives a benchmark to
measure the effect of the 1651 Siege against.
An example of an entry is as follows:
Mansion House late Dr Lawrence, one of the prebends. The Site whereof is 54 ft by 60 ft. And
the same consisteth of a little court before the door 12 ft by 28 ft. A Cole yard adjoining. A
Hall, 18 ft by 30 ft. A parlor, 13 ft by 15 ft 6 ins. A cellar under it. A kitchen, a Larder, and a
Buttery. A Dining Room, part wainscote, 17 ft by 30 ft. A lowe room opening to College
Green, with a room over it near unto the Schoolhouse on the N and the house late Dr Croft’s
on the S side of the sd rooms. A wainscote Chamber over the Parlor. A Chamber over the
Buttery. 2 other Chambers, the one over the Kitchen, the other over the Larder. 1 Toploft over
the Buttery Chamber, 1 Garrett Chamber, A way into the said house on the S side, another on
the E side. A garden, 80 ft by 78 ft. A stable for 4 horses, situate upon the bank of the River
of Seaverne. Worth p. an. To be sett £6.
This house was to the south of the area now occupied by 13 College Green, and was
demolished only in 1846. A southern extension to number 13, added in 1847, is partly on the
site of this house. From the description we can tell that the house was, at least in part, three
storeys high and partly cellared. Also, some of the rooms had wooden panelling and (if the
measurements are correct) were a reasonable size. The garden and stables mentioned were not
necessarily adjacent to the house.
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So what physical evidence survives of the houses standing at the time of the Civil War?
Actually, not a lot, since several were demolished in the 19th century and others have been
replaced. Excavations carried out in 1992 and 2001-2 during works to 2 College Green
located a brick-built bread oven, cut by the walls of the cellar of the present building. There
were also a couple of brick walls; one, aligned north-south, was set on the remains of a
medieval stone wall, while the second ran east from the south end of the first. The house as
it now stands dates from the late 17th or early 18th century, so this bread oven may well have
been in existence in the mid-17th century. The Parliamentary Survey does refer to ‘an Old
House called the Singing School’, which had College Green to its west, and this may have
formed part of it.
On the south side of College Green almost all the buildings have been substantially rebuilt
over the last 200 years. One fragment that would have been in existence during the Civil
War is the west wall of 6 College Green. This is actually the east wall of a two-storey stone
building aligned north-south which dates from the late 12th or early 13th century. The outer
face of the wall is now (partly) visible within Castle House. A second fragment is the wall
supporting the terrace to the west of 10 & 10a College Green. This may have been part of
a building associated with the Castle, which lay to the south, and there were cellars or rooms
to its east. This building was only demolished down to terrace level in the late 17th/early 18th
century. It may have been the building known as ‘The Ovens’ and tradition has it that this
was the monastic bake-house. Again, it is described in the Parliamentary Survey.
The only building that survives anything like intact is 9 College Green, described as ‘newly
built’ in the Parliamentary Survey. The house measured 18 ft by 34 ft and consisted of ‘a Hall,
a Kitchen, a Buttery, 5 chambers above stairs and a garrett over them, the staircase leading to
a high Turrett or Study’. There was also a garden measuring 34 ft by 42 ft, with a water-pump.
Although the house has been extended, particularly to the west, and the north elevation has
been re-faced, much of the original fabric still survives, particularly in the roof and the upper
part of the staircase.
In places there is archaeological evidence for restoration work carried out after the Civil War.
An example is the roof of the Chapter House which, as stated above, was stripped of its lead
and timber. Not only is there documentary evidence for the roof being renewed, but this
evidence is supported by tree-ring dating and the structure of the roof itself. The tree-ring
analysis shows that the timbers date from 1660, and documents tell us that the work was
completed in October 1661. Thus the central post, the principal rafters with their braces and
the purlins are the result of post-Civil War repairs, although the common rafters and boards
have all been replaced since.
Just as there is little structural evidence for the Civil War there is very little in the way of finds.
I think we have only found one musket ball, from an excavation in the gardens of 15 College
Green. We have found no indications of mass-burials following the episodes of fighting that
occurred. In fact, if it were not for the documentary evidence it would be impossible to say
that the Civil War had taken place at all.
Chris Guy
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An M. R. James Letter in Worcester Cathedral Library
11 Aug 25
My dear Canon
Two small corrections of Mrs McClure’s excellent account of Prince Arthur’s Chantry.
1 The King holding a spit, no XVII (south side) is undoubtedly Edward II, who appears, as
she says, in the same manner on the screen at Strensham.
2. The bishop, no XXII is not St Ninian but St Egwin. The swine below his feet plus the chain,
and the Worcester association fix this.
Besides this I am not sure that the King no. XIV called St Oswald or St Oswy or St Oswin, is
not Kenelm. The head he holds is to my eye female & maybe his wicked sister Quendreda[.]
Kenelm could certainly appear here, & I rather think he is the figure on the Reredos of the
Chantry with a beast at his feet[.] Lastly the uncrowned figure on the East Side no V seems to
me likely to be St Alban –
Ever yours
M R James

Notes
The letter is written in black ink on all four pages formed by folding in half a single sheet of
greyish speckled notepaper, approx. 153 x 195 mm. A note in another hand at the end of the
letter, sideways, reads ‘V? = VI’. The ‘Canon’ is unidentified; an appropriate candidate would
be the Canon Librarian of the time, the Revd James Wilson, a remarkable polymath who wrote
several papers on the cathedral’s architecture. Mrs Edmund McClure’s article, ‘Some Remarks
on Prince Arthur’s Chantry in Worcester Cathedral’, formed part of the Proceedings of the
Worcestershire Archaeological Society for 1910, and was reprinted in the Association of
Architectural Societies Reports and Papers, 31 (1911–12), 539–66. In the Cathedral Library,
the letter is kept with a copy of this, and the writer of the note at the end of the letter has added
M.R.James’s amendments in the article’s margins.
R.W.Pfaff’s biography, Montague Rhodes James (1980), provides a context for the letter. MRJ
(as Pfaff conveniently calls him) was born in 1862, the son of a clergyman, and brought up in
East Anglia. Now known almost exclusively as a writer of ghost stories, from his school days
at Eton he took an interest in obscure ancient languages and in medieval manuscripts and
architecture. His academic career consisted largely of teaching and administrative posts at
Eton and King’s College, Cambridge (the major foundations of Henry VI), where he was at
different times Provost of both. He made huge strides in establishing now standard methods
of cataloguing manuscripts, covering those held by nearly all the Cambridge college libraries,
and pursued a personal delight in relating medieval religious art and sculpture to the legends
and iconography he found in the manuscripts. He named this ‘Christian archaeology’.
Why should MRJ be in Worcester around this date? His oldest brother Sydney, a clergyman,
had from 1916 been a residentiary canon of the Cathedral, and Archdeacon of Dudley from
1921. MRJ regularly visited the family’s home on College Green, on the south side of the
cathedral cloisters, and would have had ample opportunity to explore. In 1925 and 1926,
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Worcester was among the places he visited as member of a church commission on the finance
of cathedrals.
MRJ had been recruited more than ten years before to advise on Royal Commission for
Historical Monuments publications, and wrote the introduction to the first volume on London,
dealing with Westminster Abbey, published in 1924. Thus the identifications of the figures in
Henry VII’s chapel, contemporary with Arthur’s chantry chapel and presumably influenced by
some of the same sources, were fresh in his memory. In addition, he had recently produced a
popular book for the Great Western Railway, giving brief information on many medieval
establishments, now mostly in ruins, aimed at encouraging tourism. He travelled around the
country in August 1924 to research what he needed, and Abbeys was published in August
1925, the month in which the letter was written.
The Revd Edmund McClure was an author and Secretary of the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge; his wife apparently shared his expertise in biblical and ancient Middle
Eastern history. (Her first names remain elusive, except that her own initials were M.L.)
Clearly, she also sometimes ventured into medieval church history; a website describes the
couple’s visit to Rouen Cathedral in 1901 with Ninian Comper. (Throughout his life MRJ
methodically visited all but two of the 143 French cathedrals.) Mrs McClure and MRJ
disagreed in print over the restoration of some stained glass at Malvern Priory around 1900.
There is no evidence that they ever met, although she is said to have lived in Malvern at this
time, when MRJ’s brother Sydney was headmaster of Malvern College.
Edward II. After his mysterious death at Berkeley Castle,
Edward II was buried in Gloucester Cathedral, then a
Benedictine abbey within Worcester Diocese. Although a
comparatively late medieval addition to the narrative as the
murder weapon, the spit is a useful identifier. Richard II
campaigned unsuccessfully for Edward’s canonisation, but
continued veneration apparently reflected a survival of the
Anglo-Saxon custom of regarding murdered members of the
royal family as saintly. Strensham’s screen figures, preserved on
its west gallery, are dated 1490-1500. The suggestion of another
king who died before his time, and who was venerated in
Worcester Diocese, merits MRJ’s support. In addition, Arthur
was a descendant of Edward in both parental lines.
Egwin. Several saints are regularly depicted with fetters,
including Ninian and Egwin. Here, the diagnostic detail seems
to be the pig on the figure’s bracket: Egwin (Bishop of
Worcester 693–711) was the first founder of Evesham Abbey.
His 11th-century Life tells how he locked his feet in fetters and
threw the key into the River Avon, to find it in Rome, on
pilgrimage, inside a fish he bought in a market. Legend also
claims that a swineherd named Eoves (genitive of Eof, a
genuine personal name element of the place-name) told Egwin
of a vision he had seen by the river, in which the Virgin Mary
told him that Egwin was to build his abbey at that point. Egwin
duly did so. As MRJ says, the pig seems intended to refer to
the swineherd; pigs are not associated with Ninian.
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Kenelm. In 1925, St Kenelm’s, Romsley, was a separate
parish church within Sydney’s archdeaconry; in the Middle
Ages it was a holy well chapel controlled by nearby
Halesowen Abbey (included in Abbeys). MRJ also from time
to time stayed with the Lyttelton family of Hagley Hall. St
Kenelm’s is on the edge of the Hagley estate, and it seems
unlikely that MRJ should have missed visiting it.?
Mrs McClure had compared this king with a figure in Henry
VII’s chapel at Westminster, plausibly identified as St Oswald.
The chantry figure, of a young man clutching a duplicate of
his head, could also be Kenelm, or St Ethelbert, king of East
Anglia, titular of Hereford Cathedral and focus of an
extremely popular pilgrimage. At Worcester, however, the
figure has a cow at its foot – a salient feature of Kenelm’s legend is that his concealed body
is discovered beneath the specially lush grass favoured by a particular cow.
Kenelm’s 11th-century legend bears little relation to ‘real’ history, but became part of English
historical writing via William of Malmesbury. MRJ had, long before 1925, catalogued the
manuscript in Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, that contains the ‘vita brevior’ version of
the legend. The seven-year-old King Kenelm is said to have been beheaded, on the boundary
between Clent and Romsley, on the orders of his jealous sister, Quendrida. The legend fails
to provide for her beheading – her eyes fall out, instead – and it seems more likely that the
sculptors reflected Kenelm’s pre-pubescent innocence in the feminine appearance of the
unattached head. Convention provided for a saint, represented as in heaven, both to regain
his severed head and to carry it as an emblem of his martyrdom. Kenelm’s tomb at
Winchcombe Abbey and his two wells at Sudeley and Romsley were all places of pilgrimage
within Worcester Diocese; Arthur’s great-uncle Jasper was granted Sudeley Castle by Henry
VII.
St Oswald, it must be said, is a likely candidate to be somewhere in the chantry. An AngloSaxon king who died in battle against the pagan King Penda of Mercia in Shropshire, his
head was buried with St Cuthbert. Other remains were finally translated to a priory dedicated
to him in Gloucester (where he was depicted on the late-15th-century Lady Chapel reredos
in the Abbey) by King Alfred’s daughter Ethelfleda, ‘the Lady of the Mercians’.
On the reredos, MRJ’s phenomenal memory seems to have let him down. The trace of a
canine paw at the figure’s feet, perhaps appropriate to an imagined hunting scene prior to
Kenelm’s death, more probably suggests that this is Edmund, King and Martyr, with Edward
the Confessor the long-time patron saint of England (St George was added in 1415). He also
seems to be carrying an arrow. Most accounts of Edmund’s death say he was killed by
arrows; the earliest, by Abbo of Fleury, has a wolf guarding the king’s head after his death.
Alban. The last figure in the kings sequence seems to be a youth or young man. MRJ’s
suggestion is unconvincing, since Alban, a mature soldier, was neither ecclesiastic nor king.
A clue may lie in MRJ’s work, published in 1924, on the Dublin Life of St Alban – compiled
by Matthew Paris, famously a monk of St Albans. He included St Amphibalus, a priest
created (probably by Geoffrey of Monmouth) from a misunderstanding of the Latin for
‘cloak’, but who nevertheless had acquired his own shrine at St Albans. He was described
as the son of a prince of Wales; he and Alban were associated in education, and in
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martyrdom, when Amphibalus had a vision of Alban standing
among the angels in heaven. In his mid 60s, at the end of a
convivial evening, after crossings out and a mistake in the
number of the figure, did MRJ’s half-recalled memory of a
Welsh connection in the Alban legend trigger his suggestion?
Other interpretations are possible. For example, if he was
working from scribbled notes (the handwriting of the letter is
quite careless), he could have misread ‘Alkm.’ as ‘Alban’. St
Alkmund was another Anglo-Saxon martyred prince, a
Mercian, but otherwise with meagre Worcester or Tudor links.
MRJ’s characteristically impressionistic mix of haste,
shrewdness and vagueness makes it impossible to be certain
what he meant.
Christine Buckley
Sedgley, Dudley
My thanks to Chris Guy, who brought the letter to my attention and took the photographs, and
to Mark Duffy for substantial help in providing background.

Historic Kidderminster Project
The purpose of the Historic Kidderminster Project is to ensure that the historical standing of
the town is fully recognised. Insensitive planning, widespread demolition and an absence of
museum facilities have combined to obscure a rich heritage from both residents and visitors.
Kidderminster’s proud history extends back into the Saxon period. More recently, carpet
manufacturing has given this small town an international reputation for the best part of two
centuries. The project aims to promote this fascinating story by the recording of all sites and
buildings of interest throughout the town’s history.
The project is a partnership between Kidderminster Civic Society and WHEAS, funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund under the Local Heritage initiative. Several hundred building
records will be created, and copies will be held at Kidderminster library and Worcester
Record Office. A computerised record will be created by the archaeology service, available
online to the public. This record will enhance the planning process by providing the historical
information needed to establish a case for conservation where demolition is a possibility.
Already the project has arranged for a radar survey of St Mary’s churchyard to see if there
is any evidence of a Saxon monastery or church. The possibility is raised by a charter of
736, by which King Aethelbald of Mercia granted land by the Stour to his ealdorman,
Cyneberht, for the creation of a monastery. At present scholars agree that Kidderminster is
the most likely location. The radar survey took place in November last and was undertaken
by the geophysics team at GSB Prospection Ltd., well known for their work with the Channel
Four series Time Team. The result is potentially very exciting, showing what looks to be the
rectilinear outline of something structural in an area of the churchyard where no buildings
are known to have been located
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The earliest written form of the town’s name is Chideminstre and occurs in Domesday Book
of 1086. The manor of Kidderminster was a large one, containing 16 outlying settlements. It
extended across the Severn, and we believe it included the land which later became Bewdley.
The project seeks to pull together all that is known about the growth of the medieval town and
to precisely identify the sites of the outlying settlements.
We have created an exhibition, which has been displayed in Kidderminster library and which
we are happy to loan out for showing elsewhere. This has been professionally produced for
us by the graphics section of Wyre Forest District Council. A request to the public to give
us access to any original deeds in their possession has produced an excellent response.
Already we are seeing deeds for parts of the town not covered by deeds in the record office.
Frustratingly we still lack deeds for a key historical site on the south side of St Mary’s
church. Here a manor house stood until the middle of the 18th century and Lord Foley was
reputed to have built 150 weavers cottages. My research suggests that the latter has been
much exaggerated, so it would be very helpful to locate relevant deeds which were probably
held by the Borough or County Council when the ring road was built through the area in
1965.

Hall Street: 18th-century weavers’ cottages, demolished 1965. (Kidderminster Library)
For information concerning the exhibition or other aspects of the project contact:
Nigel Gilbert, Chairman, Historic Kidderminster Committee, Kidderminster Civic Society.
Tel: 01562 829398; email: nigel_gilbert53@hotmail.com
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Kidderminster Archaeology and Local History Society: 50th Anniversary
On 28 March the Society celebrated its 50th Anniversary. Formed in 1957, it is proud to have
provided a diverse, informative and educational series of lectures, discussions and outings
dealing with a wide range of archaeological and historical subjects.
To celebrate this important milestone the Society held a small exhibition in the Kidderminster
Library, and hosted a formal luncheon on 1 April for past and present members, at which the
Guest of Honour was Dr Richard Taylor MP. A major feature of the celebrations was the
Presidential Lecture by Simon Buteux, Leader of Archaeology & Heritage Management in the
Department of Archaeology & Antiquities at the University of Birmingham, on ‘50 years of
Archaeology and 50 Years of the Kidderminster and District Archaeological & Historical
Society’. A more permanent celebration of the anniversary was the publication of
Kidderminster and District in the Second World War (see p22).
Bill Wood

Book Reviews
Excavations on the Wormington to Tirley Pipeline, 2000. Four Sites by the Carrant Brook
and River Isbourne, Gloucestershire and Worcestershire. Cotswold Archaeology
Monograph 3 Laurent Coleman, Annette Hancocks & Martin Watts. Cotswold Archaeology
(2006) 106pp, 31 figs, 19 tables. £10; £13 incl p&p
This publication presents the results of four archaeological excavations along the route of a
gas pipeline on the borders of Worcestershire and Gloucestershire. The sites lay in the valley
drained by the Carrant Brook, between Bredon Hill and the scarp of the Cotswolds, passing
close to a number of important prehistoric and Roman sites on the south slopes of Bredon. A
number of similar archaeological projects following new pipelines have been published in the
Transactions in recent years; such projects often reveal important information that provides an
insight into ancient landscapes, even though only a thin slice of each archaeological site can
be investigated.
This volume is an important contribution to our knowledge of the local landscape of the valley
of the Carrant Brook, and to the wider landscape of the Severn and Avon Valleys. The earliest
evidence recorded was a single Neolithic burial, and early-to-middle Bronze Age evidence was
limited. Such evidence reflects a widespread pattern across southern England, with ceremonial
and funerary monuments as the most distinctive elements of a landscape that contained little
evidence for long-lived settlements or well-established field systems. The earliest settlement
sites in south Worcestershire and the Avon Valley date to the Late Bronze Age, and are
unenclosed settlements. The site reported at Elm Farm (Beckford, Worcs) is Late Bronze Age
and produced a neonatal burial, other human remains, and evidence for feasting. By the later
Iron Age, the landscape of south Worcestershire was of mixed farming with numerous
farmsteads, and there was a strong measure of continuity into the Roman period. The four sites
reported here reflect that general pattern. There was a major period of settlement discontinuity
at the end of the 1st or early 2nd century AD, also reflected in urban settlements. These rural
farmsteads add to the general picture across south Worcestershire, with numerous farmsteads
whose inhabitants drew on a limited repertoire of the material culture of the Roman province,
interspersed by a few villas which produce very different artefacts, indicating different cultural
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affiliations. This report also brings out the clear pattern of major disruption to the landscape
in the early 4th century, with all four sites abandoned by this period, a typical circumstance.
The reasons for this remain to be explained, and evidence for 4th-century settlement sites is
rare; the evidence presented here is an important contribution to the debate. One site, at Bank
Farm (Dumbleton, Gloucs), produced a burial dated to the 5th to 7th century, Anglo-Saxon
pottery and other evidence indicating that the Roman site was reoccupied in this period.
Evidence for early medieval settlement in the area is limited, and there are many questions
about the settlement and landscape of early medieval Worcestershire.
This report presents the archaeological evidence coherently and effectively. The discussion
section succinctly puts the results into their regional context, through careful comparison with
other recently-excavated sites in the area. Fieldwork undertaken as a result of development (in
the widest) sense is transforming our knowledge of Worcestershire’s historic landscapes, and
the authors of this volume are to be congratulated for bringing their results to publication.
Hal Dalwood

Religion, Community and Territory. Defining Religion in the Severn Valley and Adjacent
Hills from the Iron Age to the Early Medieval Period. Stephen Yeates. BAR (British Series)
411 (2006) 3 vols, 1,425pp, 27 figs, 7 plates. £138.00
This huge monograph originated as a DPhil dissertation, the thesis of which is succinctly
described in the subtitle. The focus of study is the territory of the Iron Age people called the
Dobunni and the early medieval people called the Hwicce, and Yeates follows many other
scholars in seeing the different names as referring to the same historical group. The
geographical scope of this study is wide, and comprises Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, much
of Herefordshire, and parts of Oxfordshire, Somerset, Wiltshire and Warwickshire. The
approach adopted is avowedly multi-disciplinary, and the author considers archaeological,
historical and place-name evidence, as well as folklore, across the whole region in pursuit of
his goal: defining pre-Christian belief systems over a millennium.
Volume 1 includes the synthesis, and a range of evidence for religion is discussed in a series
of thematic chapters: ‘Landscape and religion’, ‘Religion and geology’, ‘Religion, rivers and
springs’, and so on. The thrust of Yeates’ thesis is that there is extensive but disparate evidence
for the long-term continuity of sacred places in the landscape, and hence of continuity of
religion. This evidence includes the re-use of particular special sites, and the identification of
the sacred character of natural places in the landscape which was ‘deified on many levels’,
including hills, woods, mineral resources, and especially rivers. Prehistoric archaeologists
have drawn attention to the sacred character of unaltered features of the landscape for many
years, arguing that these deserve as much consideration as monuments: Richard Bradley’s ‘An
Archaeology of Natural Places’ (2000) is the best-known overview - oddly, it is not cited in
this study. The ‘sacredness’ of landscapes is a powerful idea in prehistoric archaeology, and
has led to the development of new theoretical approaches and considerable debate about
interpretation and research methods. However this is one of the first studies to approach the
study of regional landscapes from this perspective.
The exhaustive compilation of a gazetteer of relevant evidence from every minster parish in
the study area comprises volumes 2 and 3. The range of evidence assembled is impressive,
although minor errors are inevitable in such a large-scale undertaking. But it has to be asked
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whether print is an appropriate means of publication of such quantities of data, or whether it
should have been made available via the internet or CD-Rom. This is an extremely expensive
publication due to the bulk of data included, and few individuals will be able to buy it at this
price. Detailed evidence relating to settlement archaeology, cemeteries, and religious sites is
presented, alongside a host of other information, and a summary of the significant evidence
for each local area. This study deserves to be read, offering a range of challenging ideas about
the prehistoric and later landscapes of the region, and the nature of local religion before the
establishment of Christianity.
Hal Dalwood

Book Reviews
Kidderminster and District in the Second World War Bill Wood, Bob Millward & Robert
Barber (Sutton, 2006) £12.99 available from Kidderminster Library
The purpose of this book was to rekindle old memories and capture the oral history of the war
years, to provide future generations with a more intimate knowledge of the period than could
be gained from conventional historical sources. As well as evacuees from Birmingham and
elsewhere, the population was swelled by two military hospitals and the billeting of the Army
Pay Corps. Most capacious of the public air-raid shelters in 1939, the basement of Mrs
Llewellyn’s High Street shop could accommodate 300 people; by March 1941 over 15,000
people could seek refuge in adapted cellars etc. Most moving of the many photographs is one
of a 5-year-old girl at the edge of the bomb crater. Though principally of local interest, the
book has much to offer anyone interested in life at home during the war.

Discovering Medieval Houses Anthony Emery (Shire, 2007) 176pp, £10.99
Very expensive by Shire standards, this book is nevertheless excellent value. Written by the
author of, inter alia, the three-volume survey Greater Medieval Houses of England and Wales:
1300-1500 (1996-2005), it considers not just the architectural development of its subject, but
also how that development was determined by a broad range of social, political, economic and
financial circumstances. The opening sentence, ‘Houses are a reflection of society’, sets the
theme. There are in England and Wales twice as many high-status medieval houses as there
are castles, some 70 from the 12th century, 100 from the 13th and over 700 from the 14th and
15th centuries. Anthony Emery has had access to private homes as well as those open to the
public. Generously and superbly illustrated, with such excellent plans as space permits, this is
a book few members will resist.

The Salt Industry Andrew & Annelise Fielding (Shire, 2006) 56pp, £5.99
Obviously of local interest, this book explains the various processes by which salt is obtained
and traces the history of the industry in Britain. Both archaeologists, its authors have been
experimenting with historic processes of salt making since 1989 and have both been involved
with the Lion Salt Works Trust at Marston, Northwich. Though concise, this is a
comprehensive volume with chapters including ‘The effects on the landscape’, ‘Transport’ and
‘The Salt Tax’, which was 1500% in 1805 and led inevitably to smuggling, details of salt
manufacturers, packers and distributors, a glossary, further reading and a surprisingly long list
of places to visit, including Orkney, Carrickfergus and Anglesey. It thus gives the broader
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context for more localised publications, such as Chris Dyer’s ‘Salt-Making at Droitwich in the
Fourteenth Century’, Transactions 19 (2004) and Derek Hurst’s Savouring the Past. The
Droitwich Salt Industry (1992). Some members will be pleased to know that, although the
Society ran out of copies following Derek’s lecture on ‘Roman Droitwich’ on 8 January, the
latter is still available from WHEAS for only £2.

Dates for your Diary
National Archaeology Week, 14-22 July
The CBA’s flagship event, a national festival of archaeology, has been extended to nine days
with events ranging from excavation open days, guided tours, exhibitions, lectures, ancient art
and craft workshops. Details will be published in the local press.
Landmark Trust Open Days
17-20 May & 7-10 Sept: The Grange, Ramsgate.
Built by Augustus Pugin in 1843-4 for himself and his family, this Grade I house was rescued
by the Landmark Trust in 1997 from conversion into flats. After six years’ research and
fundraising, restoration work commenced in 2004, and was completed last year. Financial
support came from the Heritage Lottery Fund, English Heritage, Thanet District Council,
various charitable trusts and private individuals. For further information visit
www.landmarktrust.org.uk/news/documents/Grangerevised2007.pdf
12-15 June & 7-11 Sept: Campden House, Chipping Campden.
The fashionable house built in the early 1600s for Sir Baptist Hicks, a philanthropist and great
friend of Charles I, was burned to the ground by the Royalists in 1645 to prevent it falling into
the hands of the Parliamentarians. The East and West Banqueting Houses and Almonry
escaped the fire, together with the raised walks of the garden, and have recently been restored
by the Landmark Trust.
Perceptions of Medieval Landscapes and Settlements
A series of seminar workshops taking place around Britain, including Exeter on 6 July and
York on 21 September, will conclude with a plenary conference in Leicester on 1 December.
For further details visit www.britarch.ac.uk/briefing/confs.asp#item308 or contact Prof Chris
Dyer, cd50@le.ac.uk.

WAS Lecture Programme 2007-8
Negotiations are being completed for the next lecture season, for which details will be
circulated in the near future. Among the speakers to look forward to are:
James Dinn: ‘An Archaeology Strategy for Worcester’ which, as his article explains, relates
closely to the Supplementary Planning Document on Archaeology and the historic
environment.
Dr Pat Hughes: ‘The building industry in 16th/17th century Worcester’
Dave Symons, Curator of Archaeology at the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, will
speak on ‘The Worcester Mint, c.975 to 1158’.
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WAS Excursions Pr ogramme 2007
1 May:

evening trip to Ombersley led by Les Fenton. At St Andrews church we will
have an introductory talk from the Vicar or his Warden/Sexton. We should be
able to view the main Court façade from the grounds, followed by a walkabout
led by 4th/5th generation resident Arthur Turner. We will then ‘retire’ to the
Kings Arms.

18 May:

to Upton where Robin Whittaker will lead an evening walk around the
ancient Severn-side town. Its waterside frontages, bridge and inns reflect the
trade and transport of past centuries. A mixture of architectural styles in the
town centre includes the remains of the medieval church with its distinctive
‘pepper-pot’ tower.

12 June:

full day trip to Acton Beauchamp, mentioned in 3 Anglo-Saxon charters
and part of Worcestershire until 1897. Led by Joe Hillaby, we shall view the
sculptured cross-shaft of c800 (cf Cropthorne). At Bromyard, we will visit
the minster church, founded before 836, trace the medieval borough’s
evolution from the Red Book, c1285, and visit the Local History Centre.

3 July:

full day tour led by Stephen Price to Lost Worcestershire, at Blockley in
the Cotswolds, a detached part of Worcestershire until 1931. The Antiquarian
Society will be our hosts as we visit the large late Norman church on the
site of a Saxon minster, some of the more important town houses, and the
archaeology of the silk industry which in the early 19th century had eight
mills.

1 August:

Brian Ferris will lead an all day trip to visit two early 20th century buildings
at Northampton and Wellingborough. In Northampton we will see Charles
Rennie Mackintosh’s only work south of the border, the home of the BassettLowke family. At Wellingborough we will see Sir Ninian Comper’s
masterpiece, a Gothic revival church with fan vaulting.

14 August:

an evening trip led by Tim Bridges. The church at Earls Croome has fine
12th-century carved doorways and chancel arch, 19th-century tower with a
window with medieval wooden tracery and interesting furnishings. The large
medieval church at Severn Stoke boasts a fine Bromsgrove Guild 1920s
window.

12 September: Rev and Mrs M Goode will lead a study day in Abingdon, whose prosperity
was due to the 7th-century abbey and later woollen trade. Three almshouses
date from the 15th to the 18th centuries, and the multi-aisled church of St.
Helen has a unique 14th-century painted roof. We will trace the urban
origins in the town plan, the abbey remains, medieval and later buildings
and the Carolean Town Hall.
5-9 October:

5 day trip to the Isle of Wight based at Shanklin. With Dr John Harcup in
the lead, we shall visit many of the island’s historic sites and houses, with
expert guiding and lectures. Now fully booked with 35 participants.
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Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, Caroline Hillaby, at The Roughs,
Hollybush, Ledbury, HR8 1EU, tel/fax 01531 650618, carolinehillaby@onetel.com by
1 October 2007.
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