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Chairman’s Letter
This letter is written with a tinge of sadness as it is my last as Chairman. The past three years
have flown by and have been, for me, most enjoyable. We have celebrated in style the 150th
anniversary of the Society and raised our profile. The number of evening meetings has
increased and there have been a numbers of new faces on these occasions. Our ‘mobile’ library
will no longer be moved from site to site as it is permanently on loan to the University of
Worcester. As from January 2007 our meeting place moves to a ‘state of the Art’ venue - St
Georges Church Hall - near the present Bradbury Centre.
I am pleased to report another successful season in the annals of our Society. Joe Hillaby
continues to find interesting lecturers and topics for us. There have been record attendances
at afternoon meetings and the excursions this year. Our thanks go to Ernie Kay for supervising
the excursions and all the leaders. Next year we plan an ‘away’ excursion to the Isle of Wight
in October.
Caroline Hillaby and Robin Whittaker deserve our gratitude for their sterling work in
maintaining the standards of the Recorder and Transactions. I would like to thank our
Secretary, Janet Dunleavey and everyone on the committee for their help and support. Sadly,
John Holliday is unable to continue as our excellent treasurer. His hard work in keeping our
finances in the black is much appreciated and we wish him well in the future. In his place the
Committee has nominated Mrs Adekunbi Gbadamosi, a qualified accountant, who has
volunteered her services as Treasurer.
There are still things to be done and improved. Hal Dalwood is tackling the problems of
publicity and we still need to involve the north of the County more. For the future we also need
to draw in more members, especially younger ones.
Thank you for all the support you have given me and the Society. Please continue to do the
same for our new chairman.
With every good wish,
John Harcup OStJ

News from the County
Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology Service: Unlocking the Past
‘Unlocking the Past’ is an initiative made possible by a grant from English Heritage through
the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund. WHEAS is creating internet resources and hosting
events that tell the story of human occupation in the region from prehistoric times onwards.
Our ancestors first arrived in the Midlands about 500,000 years ago. Tools from the Severn and
Avon Valleys show that Neanderthal and Cro-Magnon people were present by about 50,000
BC, while since the last Ice Age, 10,000 years ago, humans have occupied these valleys, first
as gatherers and hunters, and later as farmers. Much important evidence has been recovered by
archaeologists working alongside quarry operators.
By engaging with community groups, ‘Unlocking the Past’ aims to provide wider access to the
details of this archaeological story. WHEAS is running a series of events in villages and towns
near key quarry sites, to display artefacts recovered, hold workshops and present lectures.
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These events give the general public a visual idea of domestic farming and industrial
settlements in early local landscapes, and opportunities to explore their past and understand
processes of technologies by handling artefacts and reproduction prehistoric tools, Roman and
medieval pottery, as well as providing glimpses into how archaeologists define past
environments from micro-fauna and flora. The next venue is the Memorial Hall at Upton-onSevern, from 10.00am to 4.00pm, on Sunday 3 December.
The website www.worcestershire.gov.uk/unlockingthepast explores the character of aggregate
landscapes past and present, providing detailed accounts of human settlements through time.
It also provides links to other heritage organisations, research and conservation groups, schools
and universities, museum and archive collections, and to local community groups.
Justin Hughes
Accessions to Worcestershire Record Office
The following are some of the main accessions in the period April to September 2006.
No.
14,395
14,407
14,408
14,411
14,415

14,422
14,424
14,429

14,435
14,450

Details
Manor Court Rolls for Bewdley, 1655-1926
The Bertie-Roberts family history by Rev. Bertie-Roberts
World War II photos of Kyre Park as a military hospital
Papal bull relating to a dispute about property at Throckmorton, 1466
Hutchinson family papers elating to Bishop Percy the antiquary, including 17th
and 18th century deeds of properties in Worcester and marked proofs of pages
of Dr Nash’s ‘History of Worcestershire’.
Ledgers and papers relating to the tannery of Jas. Roberts of Worcester, 19th,
20th centuries.
Deeds of Thorn Farm, Inkberrow
Papers of the Hastings family, 18th to 20th centuries, including Sir Charles
Hastings, founder of BMA, George Woodyatt Hastings, first Chairman of
Worcs. County Council, and the Hastings rectors of Martley.
Diaries of John Pritchard of Worcester, 1942-2005
Papers of the Coventry family of Croome Court, 16th to 20th centuries, allocated
to Worcestershire Record Office after being accepted by the Government in lieu
of Inheritance Tax. See below.

Croome Court Archives allocated to Worcestershire Record Office
The Record Office is delighted to announce that the Secretary of State has made a Permanent
Direction under Section 9 (2) of the National Heritage Act, 1980, allocating the archive of the
Earls of Coventry of Croome Court to Worcestershire County Council for retention at the
County Record Office. This collection was acquired for the nation in lieu of tax at the end of
2005, and the bulk of the papers had been in our temporary custody since then awaiting the
allocation decision. As part of this decision, items from the archive that have been at other
record offices will now be relocated to Worcestershire, as The National Archives considered
this an ideal opportunity to bring all this material back into single ownership. In the case of
Somerset and Warwickshire Record Offices this only amounts to a few boxes, but Birmingham
Archives have a substantial collection of papers of Lord Keeper Coventry from the 17th
century that will now be transferred to Worcester.
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This deposit is certainly one of the most significant during my time with the Office, and will
be an immensely important addition to our holdings. For the immediate future it can be
accessed in our County Hall, Worcester searchroom using the card indexes prepared by Mrs
Jill Tovey, who looked after the archive for so long at the Croome Estate Office. A major
challenge for the Office will be to find a way to fund the complete cataloguing of this
substantial collection onto our computerised CALM cataloguing system so that it is fully
searchable and accessible.
This is very good news for everyone in Worcestershire, as it makes publicly accessible a mass
of papers of one of the premier aristocratic family of the County. They include internationally
significant information on plant introductions to this country as part of the development by the
Earls of their parkland; contacts with such famous figures as ‘Capability’ Brown and Robert
Adam; details of the household expenditure of the family; and not least a great deal of
information on the estate and its tenants.
We are all looking forward to getting to know this collection much better, and understanding
just how it will change and improve our knowledge of the history of the County.
Robin Whittaker
Archives Manager and Diocesan Archivist, Worcestershire Record Office

News from the City
Consultation has been underway on the City Walls Conservation Management Plan and is due
to start imminently on Worcester’s Archaeology and the Historic Environment Supplementary
Planning Document, part of the city’s Local Development Framework, which replaces the
Local Plan. The draft report can be obtained by downloading from the city council’s planning
web page, http://www.cityofworcester.gov.uk/index.php?id=702, or by calling 01905 722233.
The proposed development of a new public and university library and history centre on and
around the city council’s Butts Depot has moved on a stage with the granting of outline consent
for the scheme, along with conservation area consent for the demolition of all buildings on the
site with the exception of the former Joseph Wood office building. The demolition of the mid19th-century sawmill building, a fine example of industrial architecture, was approved in spite
of numerous objections from conservation bodies. The scheme does however have potential
for conservation gains in a number of respects, including exposing and improving the setting
of the remains of the medieval City Wall, a new home for the county’s Archaeology Service
alongside the Record Office’s public services, and a very extensive archaeological excavation
which will include significant public involvement. The very high potential of the site for
remains of the Roman period was indicated by field evaluation earlier in the year, which
showed that the remains identified on sites to the east continued down the slope and on to the
floodplain. The results of a borehole survey in the neighbouring car park suggested that there
may also be waterlogged remains from the Roman period. This very large site represents one
of the best remaining opportunities to investigate the Roman town and its relationship with the
river and floodplain.
Two evaluations in the city centre produced evidence of Worcester’s defences. At Angel Place,
on the north side of the medieval defences, the wall itself was not seen, but evidence of a
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medieval rampart and Civil War refurbishment was found. At St Alban’s, Deansway (the
Maggs day centre), trenching next to the church revealed part of the Roman rampart, the first
time that any part of this has been seen since 1966.
At Danesbury House, Sidbury, medieval remains and a Roman cobbled surface (perhaps a
road) were found, while at The Cross, outside St Nicholas Church (now the RSVP bar), the
discovery of a human burial found during street works indicated that the churchyard had once
extended out towards the middle of the street.
Further afield, evidence of Roman occupation has been found in evaluations at Bull Ring (St
John’s) and at Trotshill, while at the former military oil depot on Bath Road, extensive remains
of Iron Age and Roman occupation were a surprise discovery on a site which was thought more
likely to produce evidence of medieval or Civil War activity.
At Earls Court, on the western edge of Worcester, evaluation revealed a number of undated
ditches and a posthole building of medieval date, perhaps associated with the moated site
though some way outside it.
This year’s excavation at the Commandery produced some very exciting results, with the
discovery of what we interpret as the east end of the medieval St Gudwal’s Chapel, in many
ways the most important building on the site. The green sandstone wall is probably 13th
century in date, and the many masons’ marks on the stonework can be paralleled in the
Cathedral, suggesting that this very high quality masonry was the work of Cathedral craftsmen.
Later in the medieval period a side chapel seems to have been added to the north. We hope that
a suitable way can be found to display the chapel remains, though this will require further
investigation to ensure that they are fully protected from the elements. A fuller report on the
Commandery will appear in a future issue. The City Council is now working with local
partners to prepare a Heritage Lottery Fund bid for Fort Royal Park, linked to the
Commandery. An archaeological desk-based assessment is underway.
Some important medieval buildings are under scrutiny prior to proposed alterations. At 70
Broad Street, two separate buildings of the late 15th century have been recognised and are
being recorded, while a building of a similar date has been investigated at Middle Battenhall
Farm.
Development is now under way at the Royal Worcester site. The modern porcelain works at
Portland Walk has been demolished and excavation for the underground car park is in progress.
This site has been subject to an evaluation and a watching brief. At the main site (Severn
Street), detailed recording of the buildings is due to start shortly, before the demolition of most
of the 20th-century buildings. The recording also extends to the more recent production and
other processes, and there will be close links with a Heritage Lottery Fund project, set up by
the Dyson Perrins Museum, which is recording the history of the works through the memories
of Royal Worcester Porcelain workers.
Demolition of the important early cricket pavilion mentioned in the last roundup was halted at
the last minute when nesting sparrows were found in the roof.
James Dinn
Archaeological Officer, Worcester City Council
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A stole, maniple and four other embroideries in Worcester Cathedral Library
The pieces of fabric found in a tomb in Worcester Cathedral, traditionally thought to be that of
Bishop William de Blois, who died in 1236, have not been thoroughly investigated in the past
and merit further research as they are among the earliest known examples of English
embroidery. Linda Wooley of the V & A says the traditional dating of the fragments to between
1190 and 1220 bears out a possible association with William de Blois. However, she considers
that the fragments may be of an earlier date, perhaps late 11th century, by noting some
relationship to the style of the 10th-century Anglo-Saxon embroideries associated with St
Cuthbert at Durham Cathedral.
I have attempted to provide the background to their provenance by looking at the early history
of the Cathedral and its founders, concentrating on what is known of the altars, shrines, relics
and vestments of the 10th and 11th centuries. The tombs and effigies of the early medieval
Cathedral have been opened and moved so often that it is impossible to say with any certainty
whose tomb the fabric came from.
In the absence of any solid evidence, or a nametape, one can only speculate as to the original
owner of the vestments, but it is possible to make a very strong case for the pieces having been
made for St Wulfstan in the second half of the 11th century. The embroideries were discovered
during building work in the Lady Chapel in September 1870. At the time, there were two effigies
of bishops in front of the altar. They were placed either side of the altar during a re-configuration
in 1974. The northernmost has traditionally been attributed to William de Blois, who held the see
from 1218-1236, and the southernmost to Walter de Cantilupe, bishop 1236-1266.
We know from the account of W.H. St John Hope that the two effigies were temporarily
removed in September 1870 during the restoration of the chapel and the northernmost was
found to overlie a stone coffin. Evidently, there was no coffin under the other effigy. One
cannot, therefore, conclude that the effigy over the stone coffin belonged to it originally.
Valentine Green, writing in 1796, describes two coffins in the Lady Chapel as being those of
vested bishops. We do not know from him exactly when both were opened but he had been
told of the event and given a piece of embroidery. The attribution and labelling of the two
effigies is confused. A sculpture in a spandrel of the north aisle of this chapel shows William
de Blois presenting his cathedral at an altar. He is shown with a beard and it is now thought
that the southernmost effigy, with a similar beard, is his. The northern effigy may represent
Bishop John de Constantiis who died in 1198 and this attribution can be strengthened by a
possible connection between this coffin and the relics of St Wulfstan.
When the northernmost coffin was opened in 1870, it was found to contain the skeleton of a
man and ‘the more or less complete remains of the vestments in which he had been clothed for
burial’. According to St John Hope, the coffin had been opened before, partly filled with
rubbish and all valuables had been removed. He also says ‘unfortunately no proper
examination of the coffin or contents was made by experts’. This is very frustrating, because
we do not know how the body was clothed. According to experts, the fabric on the underside
of the corpse is always destroyed due to body fluids. What is slightly curious about this burial
is that two central embroidered crosses survive and are clearly shown in drawings done in
1870. One is from the maniple, which you would expect to have survived, as it would have
been placed on top of the body. There is another cross however, shown on a separate fragment.
One can only think this was from the top centre of the stole, but this rarely survives, being
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placed under the neck and very vulnerable to decay. It is possible, therefore, that the figure
was not actually ‘wearing’ the stole, maniple and four panels, but that they were loose in the
coffin. The most likely explanation would seem to be that they were considered of such
importance and sanctity that they were carefully placed as separate objects, not part of a set of
vestments; this would be consistent with my theory that they may have belonged to St
Wulfstan.
Alternatively, the description of the coffin as being ‘partly filled with rubbish’ could suggest
that the pieces had come from elsewhere, i.e. another burial or shrine. There was no ring,
chalice, paten or crosier found in the coffin, and in fact nothing to confirm that the burial was
that of a bishop at all. All we have described is a skeleton and vestments. St John Hope,
writing in 1892, had not seen the exhumation himself and we cannot say with certainty that the
skeleton was wearing all or any of the vestments. It is also possible that the ‘rubbish’ was the
result of the coffin being opened before Green wrote in 1796.
The Embroideries
The vestments under consideration include a stole, a maniple and four wedge-shaped panels.
The stole consists of strips, approximately 7'6" in length in total. The strips consist of panels
2 1/2" wide and 7 1/2" high, each containing a
standing figure about 6" high, separated by
horizontal bands. Each side of the stole is
edged with a line of gold featherstitching and
the ground is dotted with gold spots, most in
groups of three. The fabric is twill silk and the
embroidery done in underside couching and
stem stitches in gold and coloured silk thread.
The figures each have a nimbus, a book in one
hand and the other hand raised. Their names
are embroidered in gold above their heads.
The surviving names (James, Andrew, Paul,
Thaddeus, John, Bartholomew, Ma for
Mathew or Mathias) indicate that the stole
showed the apostles.
The maniple was nearly 3' long and the same
width as the stole. It is of the same fabric and
workmanship. There were four figures, each
carrying a long unfurled scroll, indicating four
Major Prophets: Daniel, Ezekiel, Jeremiah and
Isaiah.

‘St Andrew’
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The four panels are of the same fabric and
workmanship as the other two pieces. If they
were ends to the stole and maniple then the
fringed ends found in the tomb, which are of
the same width as the body of the stole and
maniple at 2 1/2", would not fit on the panels,
which are 4" at the base. The panels are a most
unusual shape to be apparels of an alb. I have,
however, found panels of an identical shape in

copes of the same period and I would suggest that these were part a bishop’s cope. Each panel
contains a figure. There is a bishop holding a crozier; a king, crowned and holding a sceptre;
a headless figure in priestly vestments with his arms out- stretched, and another figure of a king
whose head is also missing.
There are hardly any works to compare these pieces with. Given a possible date of the second
half of the 11th century, the only contemporary surviving piece known is the Bayeux Tapestry,
dating from not long after 1066. This famous piece is exactly contemporary with St Wulfstan’s
bishopric from 1062-1095. There are a number of stylistic similarities between the Tapestry
and the Worcester pieces. The turreted arches over the figures on the panels are virtually
identical to those found over figures in the Tapestry. The style of the lettering is also the same,
especially the use of the curved E and the V for the U.
The stole, maniple and panels are among the very earliest examples of English embroidery to
have survived. Their condition is far from perfect, but a great deal exists and they have a
tremendous character and personality. They are still in the frame where they were put in 1870,
pressed against glass and stored in fluctuating temperatures and humidity though, thankfully,
not in any light.
St Wulfstan
After an early life in which he was noted for his humility, devotion and asceticism, Wulfstan’s
virtues became widely known. He was greatly esteemed by Harold Godwinson, later king,
whose confessor he was. Wulfstan was very well connected indeed and greatly revered in the
small world of the English and Scots nobility. As a token of esteem, it would have been very
likely that he would have merited gifts and as a bishop, the most likely of these would have
been a set of vestments. No other gift to an ecclesiastic so combines the personal with proper
reverence for his position.
It would seem likely that most embroidery was done in noble households, for who else could
afford the costly silks from the Orient and the gold and silver thread? There were probably
workrooms at convents and priories, but none seem to be recorded at this time. Queen Margaret
of Scotland was noted for her production of church vestments and it would be nice to think
that the Worcester vestments could have been made for St Wulfstan by her.
It is the figure of a king, the crowned head and the letters TO which are the most puzzling. If
these pieces do belong together, and they certainly appear to, then who is shown? There is no
king who is a saint whose name begins with the letter T. There is no King of Judah or Israel
whose name begins with T. The name Thomas is spelled with an H on the vestments at Durham
from the 10th century and on examples from the 12th and 13th centuries. Anyway, St Thomas
of Canterbury, who has been suggested as the figure, was not a king.
I have only found one possibility, the name Tostig. Tostig was brother of Harold Godwinson
and would be shown crowned. He travelled to Rome with Ealdred of York, who wanted to hold
the bishoprics of both York and Worcester, to see Pope Nicolas II. Because of the visit, Ealdred
resigned Worcester and found what he described as ‘a better priest’ in Wulfstan to replace him.
If this panel does show Tostig, then the argument that the vestments were Wulfstan’s would be
hugely strengthened.
Wulfstan died in January 1095 and was buried in Worcester Cathedral. On the night of 6
September 1198, his tomb was opened by Bishop John de Constantiis in the presence of the
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monks. His chasuble had survived along with the gold embroidery of his mitre, but his shroud
had disintegrated. The vestments and ornaments were taken out and deposited in one shrine
and the bones in another. Bishop Mauger replaced the body in its former tomb in 1202.
This involvement of John de Constantiis in the removal of St Wulfstan’s vestments from his
tomb can be seen to strengthen the argument that the coffin is not that of William de Blois, but
that of John de Constantiis with some of those vestments.
Maggie Perkins

The Mystery of the Third Man: Saints on the Reredos of Prince Arthur’s Chantry Chapel
The chantry chapel of Prince Arthur (1486–1502) occupies the south side of Worcester
Cathedral’s sanctuary. Above the chapel’s missing stone altar was a central figure of Christ as
Man of Sorrows flanked by two large images of saints on either side, and four smaller images
on the pillars separating the large images. After the Reformation, when chantries were
extinguished because theologically unsound, this reredos was covered by a layer of plaster on
which royal coats of arms were painted.
Valentine Green, the antiquarian, left an account of how, in 1788, he began to reveal the reredos
figures once more with the Dean’s penknife. He continued to expose the figures carefully, and
made equally careful records of the state in which he found them. They had been damaged
mostly in order to achieve a flat surface for painting, but perhaps also for iconoclastic reasons.
Despite such mutilation, clues to the figures’ identities remain. The two small bishops are
likely to be Oswald and Wulfstan, the most famous saint-bishops of Worcester, whose shrines
were located nearby. The two small female saints seem to be Catherine and Margaret,
immensely popular in the late Middle Ages; perhaps more significantly they also echo the
names of Arthur’s bride of six months, Catherine of Aragon, and of his favourite sister,
Margaret, queen of James IV of Scotland.
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Of the four large saints, on the far left Anthony is identified by the tau cross on the shoulder
of his cloak; on the far right, George is in full armour, dealing with the remnants of his dragon.
The second from the left has caused a few problems, but commentators have noted the remains
of an arrow held against the figure’s right shoulder, and a canine paw near its foot. The writers
seem less confident than they should be that this is the Anglo-Saxon Edmund, King and
Martyr: the arrow as instrument of his martyrdom is reinforced by a motif from his legend, in
which a wolf guarded his head until it was recovered. This incident is shown in a roof boss in
the chapel dedicated to him in Tewkesbury Abbey.
The third man from the left is young and beardless. A crown sits in the brim of his hat; he wears
a full-length cloak, which is lifted to reveal a pair of somewhat striking boots beneath a short
tunic. He has lost his hands and whatever attributes they might have held; at first sight, his
identity seems equally lost. Previous writers have known that the most logical companion for
George and Edmund would be the third medieval patron saint of England, Edward the
Confessor – but he is always shown as a mature, bearded man (he was nearly 40 years of age
when he came to the throne), as, for instance, in the famous Wilton Diptych.
Green’s identification of the figure as Henry VI is quite shrewd. Henry VII made strenuous,
ultimately unsuccessful, efforts to obtain the canonization of Henry VI, who had (according
to the chronicles) prophesied that the young Earl of Richmond would become king. Richard
III had moved the martyred king’s body from Chertsey, where veneration of his remains had
already begun, to St George’s Chapel, Windsor, where it became an object of pilgrimage.
Richard Marks’s essay ‘Images of Henry VI’ quotes from a Life: ‘from his youth up he always
wore round-toed shoes and boots like a farmer’s. He also customarily wore a long gown with
a rolled hood like a townsman, and a full coat reaching below his knees’. Marks comments
that Henry was not infrequently portrayed as a ‘youngish’ man, during his lifetime and even
after his death in his fiftieth year. He also notes that ‘Soon after Henry VII’s accession,
however, the humble appearance was supplanted by a regal image which approximated to
the monumental representations.’ Nor is there any sign on the reredos of the antelope or
yale and lion, the heraldic beasts that became his iconographical emblems; they crouch at his
feet, as usual, on the outer south side of the chapel, where he appears crowned, in
parliamentary robes. Henry might have been discounted as a reredos figure when it became
clear that there would be no official canonization. In the Lady Chapel at Westminster Abbey,
contemporary with the chantry chapel, the plinth marked for Henry VI seems to have
remained empty.
What other sainted king might appropriately be dressed in outdoor clothing? While the choice
is relatively limited, one candidate has to be Edward, King and Martyr. Edward succeeded his
father, Edgar, as king of England in 975, although he was only around thirteen years of age.
Three years later, he fell victim to a plot that placed his even younger half-brother, Aethelred
(‘the Unready’) on the throne. His early legend relates how, arriving at ‘Corfe gate’ on a visit
to his step-family at the castle, he was stabbed by a servant as he bent down to receive a stirrup
cup from his stepmother. Not instantly killed, he spurred his horse away into nearby woodland.
The horse unseated his rider, Edward’s foot caught in the harness and he was dragged to his
death. About a year after an unceremonious burial, in expiation his body was moved to
Shaftesbury Abbey, where he was venerated as a saint, as seems to have been customary for
murdered members of Anglo-Saxon royal families. Dunstan and Oswald were involved in the
translation; both were leaders of the Benedictine Reform movement in England, both were at
some time Bishop of Worcester, and they both appear in the sainted bishops row of saints on
the outside of the chantry.
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The reredos figure’s crown establishes his status as king. His outdoor clothing fits someone
who has ridden some distance, and the puzzling boots could refer to the ultimate cause of
Edward’s death. The saint’s iconographical attributes are usually a dagger, held in his left hand
and pointed at his breast (a figure on the outside of the chantry appears thus); a goblet in his
hand, and/or a falcon on his wrist. The goblet and falcon could easily be missing from the
reredos figure, although traces of the dagger might be more likely to survive.
A number of links between Edward’s cult and the family of Arthur’s grandmother, Lady
Margaret Beaufort, might support this suggestion. Corfe Castle was a major residence of her
family, formerly owned by her father, the Duke of Somerset, and restored to her by Henry VII
soon after he came to the throne in 1485. She extensively rebuilt the castle. At the time, the
abbess of Shaftesbury was Margaret Beaufort’s half-sister, Margaret St John (d. 1492; she had
been appointed to the post by their cousin, Richard Beauchamp, Bishop of Salisbury). Henry
VII visited Shaftesbury in 1491, and Catherine of Aragon stayed there on her way to London
to marry Arthur in 1501. The abbey was dedicated to St Edward and St Mary the Virgin, the
shrine was a major feature, and there is no doubt that Edward was on the Tudor ‘radar’.
Even without such family links, however, Edward still had significance in royal iconography.
More than fifty years before Arthur’s death, Edward had been among the martyred kings of
England whose protection for Henry VI was invoked by John Capgrave in the Liber de
Illustribus Henricis, alongside Oswald, Edmund and Kenelm (this last, M. R. James and I
believe, is on the outside of the chantry, misidentified as Oswald by Mrs Edmund McClure in
her essay of 1911).
St Edward was also important within Worcester Diocese: Evesham Abbey held valuable
property, including the parish church, at Stow on the Wold, at one time known as Edwardstow
because he was venerated there. His cultus included St Edward’s Well to the south of the town.
It seems possible that the late Anglo-Saxon land donations were linked to Evesham’s promise
to dedicate the church to Edward (although in the late Middle Ages Edward the Confessor was
generally thought to be its patron).
Why should Edward be thought suitable for a prominent place in the chantry? Perhaps the
crusty hermit Antony and the mature soldiers George and Edmund were given a youthful
companion, someone whose story echoed Arthur’s tragically early loss (they were almost
identical in age), an appropriate mentor in heaven. A similar argument could be made in favour
of St Aethelbert, king of the East Angles, mysteriously murdered at King Offa’s palace in
Herefordshire, where he had apparently gone in order to seek marriage to Offa’s daughter.
Aethelbert had an important shrine in Hereford Cathedral, and he too would have been close
in age to Arthur. Aethelbert, however, lacks Edward’s links both with Worcester Diocese and
with Arthur’s family, and any argument for outdoor clothes is less compelling.
The figure on the outside of the chantry that is most likely to represent Edward, it has to be
said, is rather older, and bearded. The reredos figures are of much finer quality, comparable
with the work of continental masons at Westminster. Perhaps they were not made on site, and
perhaps the two sets of masons were not following the same iconographical descriptions.
Architectural anomalies in the symmetry of the chantry chapel show that whoever supervised
its construction did not always keep his eye on the ball.
The identification is likely to remain a ‘best guess’; I do believe, however, that it offers
something more positive than previous attempts. It fits the themes shown in the chantry’s outer
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figures of sainted kings of England, and of saints associated with the medieval Diocese of
Worcester. The best reason for regarding Edmund, King and Martyr, and Edward the Martyr
as a pairing in the centre of the reredos is that their names reflect those of Arthur’s
grandfathers, Edmund Tudor and Edward IV. In this way they too refer to the chantry chapel’s
dynastic concerns, and Arthur’s position as the first unifier of the House of Lancaster and
York.
Christine Buckley
Sedgley, Dudley
This work is part of a wider attempt to reassess identifications of figures on the chantry chapel.
My thanks to Christopher Guy, Mark Duffy and Madeleine Gray for help and encouragement.

Dodderhill Parish Survey Project
A Royal Saxon Palace in Wychbold was a challenge to local historians some time ago. In fact
we are still searching for the Royal Saxon Palace, but the search has led us along more paths
than we ever expected!
In our early days we had meetings in the village hall, and local people shared what they knew
about the village and the local area. One was Robin Skerratt who as the son of the local
policeman lived in the village as a child. Soon we had organised a local coach tour with Robin
sharing his childhood memories as we stopped beside local buildings and properties. This
journey became a 174-page book ‘Memories of Wychbold before the Motorway’.
As time went by a small core group began meeting and an application to the Local Heritage
Initiative fund was made. This application was successful and a three-year project,
‘Discovering Wychbold’s Past’, became a reality.
A second, larger application was made, and ‘Delving Deeper into Wychbold’s Past’ also
became a reality. These applications have enabled the group to copy many documents and
with volunteer help have them accurately transcribed and added to the group database stored
on the group laptop. Fields have been walked and items analysed. Resistivity tests have been
undertaken, buildings researched, and where suitable (oak) timbers have been found, dated
accurately using dendrochronology. The grant has enabled the group to work with a historical
advisor and to arrange specialist meetings with eminent historians.
Alongside this research and transcribing element, the Dodderhill Parish Survey Group arrange
thrice-yearly Saturday morning meetings when their research findings are shared with local
and other interested people. We have been fortunate in having built good links with other
organisations and have welcomed specialists to speak at these meetings, including our friend
Stephen Price, and so even wider networks have been formed.
To mark the successful conclusion of our second LHI project in Spring 2006 members have
collated their research findings into ‘Dodderhill Parish Notes 2’, price £2 (50 pages).
‘Memories of Wychbold before the Motorway’ is now priced £2.00.
Chris Bowers
Co-ordinator/Treasurer
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Wichenford Heritage Group – mid-term report
In the second year of its latest bid to ‘Interpret the Local Landscape’, the WHG has been
making progress on two fronts, while facing defeat on a third. Much had been hoped from the
interpretation of soil samples to be taken at various points around the parish and, although
aided by an ingenous ‘augur driver’ designed by local resident Mike Field, attempts over three
days at various locations around the parish brought nothing to light that could take us back
much beyond the early medieval period. One final session is still on the cards, before it is
decided that Wichenford is just not fertile ground for deep core analysis.
Better results, all the more because they were unexpected, have come from the hedge counts.
In June a group of volunteer members met to be initiated by Jane Field into the method of
counting species. Various tables, charts and tick lists had been produced in order to see what
worked best. The debate about the efficacy of hedge counting still rumbles on, but whether or
not it can actually date a hedge seems secondary to the fact that it can clearly show up
anomalies, as it did on this first experimental day.
A second day led by Prof Della Hooke from Birmingham University confirmed what we had
uncovered – that a section of a hedge suddenly changed character (species numbers rose from
5-6 to 8-10) and that this change was tied in with the presence of a deep ditch. Reference to
the tithe map showed that this had in fact been a separate field called Lower Tillage. The aerial
photos showed the shadow of the lost hedge running across the current field. Prof Hooke has
suggested that a small dig to locate the continuation of the ditch would confirm that here we
have a much older enclosure situated probably in the middle of the original Common. Its
purpose remains to be discovered.
The second area of study has been pre-Norman Wichenford. Once again under the guidance
of Prof Hooke, the Saxon charters for the area have been scrutinised. Wichenford inexplicably
does not appear in any of them, bar the southern half from Laughern Hill to Tinkers Cross:
bounds are described, however, from Grimley, Hallow, Cotheridge, Broadwas , Little Witely
and Wick Episcopi which leave us with an unchartered area in the middle that looks very much
like an unnamed Wichenford. Mention of the Hallow bounds meeting the ‘Kinges Haga’ has
excited much interest and investigations on the ground and in the records continue.
Finally a group of 10 members met this month to start a paleography workshop under the
tutelage of Kevin Down. Much work has been done by members, notable Mary Hylan, Eve
Fraser, Heather Rendall and Margot Brooks, at the Worcester Record Office and many
Wichenford documents dating from the 16th & 17th century have been located and transcribed.
Now that the mystery of the many abbreviations used by clerks has been revealed by Mr
Down, we can expect even more information to be discovered.
All in all, a good year!
Heather Rendall

William Kilbourne Kay, founder of Kay & Co Ltd, the famous mail-order company
Very few people who live in and around the city of Worcester have not had a member of their
family work for Kays at some time. Few who worked there may have given the odd thought
as to the history of the company and how it became Kays. One of the largest companies based
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in Worcester, Kays has been at the heart of its commercial and business activity for more than
a century. Its operations occupied many buildings within the city and beyond and at its peak,
during the 1970s, Kays also had offices and warehouses throughout the United Kingdom, in
cities such as Bradford, Bristol, Leeds, Glasgow, York, Lancaster, as well as Worcester.
The company started trading in 1890, when William Kilbourne Kay, then in his mid-thirties,
opened his ‘universal stores’ in a small shop in The Foregate, Worcester. Known as ‘Kays of
Worcester’, at first the business employed just four people, including Kay himself, but within
ten years it had become a very large organisation, employing over 500 people in its offices and
warehouses within Worcester, and had customers throughout the United Kingdom.
William Kay was born in the autumn of 1856 in the naval city of Portsmouth and spent most
of his childhood in the care of the local parish, having been orphaned when he was just four
years old. As an infant he lived with his father, John, and mother, Ann, in the area near to the
naval base on Portsea Island known as Landport, but the family moved to Dover after his
father re-married following Ann’s death. When both his father and his step-mother died in
1860, William and his half-brother, Edwin, who was born in 1858, were placed in the care of
Robert Napton, a widower, and his three unmarried daughters. They were living in the village
of Titchfield, near Fareham, Hampshire. Exactly what the connection or relationship was
between the Kay family and the Napton family remains to be discovered, but the boys are both
described as ‘lodger’ on the Census, implying that they were in paid accommodation.
By 1871, William and Edwin were living in the village of South Stoneham, northeast of
Southampton (where Southampton Airport is located today), lodging with the Dowrick family.
George Dowrick, the head of the family, was already in his early 60s with grown-up children
of his own and his occupation is recorded as a ‘Greenwich Pensioner’. He was related by
marriage to the Naptons of Titchfield, so as the two boys grew up they must have moved from
Titchfield to the Dowrick family, to be educated in the new local National School that was
near to the Dowrick’s family home in South Stoneham. Built in 1847 and enlarged in 1860,
this school catered for both boys and girls.
Why William came to Worcester, in the early 1870s, is still a matter for further research, but
whatever the reason he was fortunate that he was offered employment by a local watch- and
clock-maker, John Martin Skarratt. The grandson of the founder of Skarratt & Co, John was
the third generation of his family to manage the business, having taken it over on his father’s
death in 1859. His grandfather, who came to Worcester from London in the early 1790s,
originally established his business about 1794 in Goose Lane, Worcester (now St Swithin’s
Street), where the business flourished. Skarratt moved out of the Goose Lane shop in 1814 to
new premises in Broad Street, which remained the base of his business empire for the
remainder of the 19th century. Little is known of the early development of his business, but
Skarratt was undoubtedly very successful.
By the early 1880s, William Kay was living in ‘gentlemen’s accommodation’ at 10, Park
Street, Worcester with Mrs Martha Taylor as his landlady. He lodged in the house with three
other gentlemen, and his occupation is given as a ‘jeweller’s assistant’. He is still working for
John Martin Skarratt in the shop at Broad Street. In February 1883, William married Jessie
Farenden, a primary school governess at the local school in the South Stoneham district of
Southampton. They married in the church of St Denys in Southampton and returned to live,
literally, above the shop of Skarratt in Broad Street. There on 21 December 1883 their first
son, Tom, was born. In October 1885 Jessie gave birth to their second son, Edwin.
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Kay left the employ of Skarratt some time in 1886
and moved his family into the home of a local architect, George Jones, at Fort Royal, Worcester.
During that year, the two gentlemen formed a partnership and opened a jeweller’s shop in The Foregate. Trading as ‘Kay, Jones and Co’, they sold direct to the public, offering a range of jewellery,
watches and clocks. Kay was now in direct competition with his old employer, Skarratt. For whatever
reasons, however, the partnership between Kay and
Jones dissolved in 1890, and Kay moved out of the
house in Fort Royal and into a new family home,
then known as Wilberforce House, in Ombersley
Road. This was soon renamed as St Denys, presumably after the district in Southampton where
they married. Here the family remained for the rest
of the 19th century.
In 1890, Kay took over the shop in the Foregate and
renamed the business, Kays of Worcester. Within a
year he had purchased a larger warehouse adjacent
to the premises. Placing advertising in the national
broadsheets, Kay was inundated with requests for
his catalogues. The close proximity of Foregate
Street railway station helped him fulfil his promise
to his customers that all goods would be despatched
within seven days of receipt of the order. It was a
strictly ‘cash with order’ business, so only those in
society with cheque-book accounts could afford to
shop with Kays. Although postal orders were introduced in 1881, they were still not regarded
as an easy way to pay for goods through the mail.
The development of the mail-order business in the United Kingdom can be traced back to a
Welsh businessman by the name of Pryce Pryce-Jones who operated the Royal Welsh
Warehouse in Newtown in what was then Montgomeryshire. He opened a general store in the
early 1860s near to the railway station at Newtown, which Queen Victoria used to patronise
on her way to Aberystwyth for her holiday by the sea. So popular with the royal visitors was
Mr Pryce-Jones, that the Queen bestowed a Royal Warrant on his business, which he promptly
renamed the Royal Welsh Warehouse. Pryce-Jones saw the business potential of the railways
system and, whether or not he was influenced by the experience of Sear Roebuck in the USA,
started to sell his goods through a small catalogue that he sent to prospective customers on
request. From these humble beginnings Kay must have seen the potential for his business. It
is somewhat ironic that during its history Kays has three times bought and sold Pryce-Jones,
now a wholly-owned part of the business.
So successful was his business that Kay moved in 1894 to much larger premises at Shrub Hill,
Worcester, where he started to manufacture the Kay’s brand of clocks and watches, as well as
to produce shoes, hats and other items of clothing. These premises are better known to the
current generation as the site of Heenan and Froude’s factory. At its peak, over 500 people
were employed by Kays at Shrub Hill.
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In June 1895, Kays of Worcester registered at Companies House and became Kay & Co Ltd.
William Kay still maintained a majority shareholding in the company and did so until his
death. It is at this time that a turn of events changes Kay’s business for the better. As often
happens in a family run business, the children of John Martin Skarratt showed no real interest
in continuing the trade that their great-grandfather had started. So in 1896 John Martin Skarratt
approached William Kay to see if he, Kay, was interested in buying the business from him.
Kay may have had some sympathy for the elderly man who had given him his start in life and
had helped him so much in his early years, and may have felt that it was the least he could do
for Mr Skarratt. There was also a more commercial reason, though, for Kay to want to buy
Skarratt out. Skarratt had been awarded a contract by the Great Western Railways to supply
‘clocks, watches and timepieces’ to the railway. This was clearly too good a business
opportunity to miss, and for just under £10,000 Kay & Co Ltd bought Skarratt & Co ‘lock,
stock and barrel’ and amalgamated it within Kay & Co Ltd. Kays could now proudly proclaim
on their letter headed paper and catalogues that they had been established over 100 years; a
very necessary marketing position to boast about, given the criminal activities of some less
reputable mail-order companies at the time!
Kays continued to prosper and their offices and ‘manufactories’ at Shrub Hill remained a hive
of activity up to 1907. It was then that Kay realised that he could import goods from the
continent far cheaper than he could manufacture them in Worcester. He was also aware that
the growing number of customers, well over 300,000 in 1906, required more administration
and management than his current staff could cope with. There was some pressure from within
his Board of Directors for the business to move to London, but this was opposed by Kay, who
now considered Worcester to be his home and did not want to move. Kay also realised that he
would be better placed to operate the business from a purpose-built office and warehouse
rather than occupying and adapting an existing one. This started a chain of events that
culminated in negotiations with the Master of St Oswald’s Hospital in the Tything, from whom
Kay & Co Ltd purchased a block of land some 1970 square yards in area, adjacent to St
Oswald’s Walk, for £4,000 in 1906. Here were constructed the new offices and warehouse that
would remain the company’s centre of operations for the remainder of the 20th century.
At a cost of £11,800, 23 The Tything, known as St Oswald’s to those who worked there, was
built to Kay’s own exacting specifications. The building had central heating; a form of airconditioning; its own telephone system, hot and cold running water and flushing toilet
facilities for both male and female members of staff. (The original, hand-written scheme of
works exists in the archive collection of the Kays Heritage Group). The same architects who
designed and built the Victoria Institute in Foregate Street, Ayrton and Simpson, were retained
to manage the building works. The building was completed in 1907 and opened that year. As
the business activities transferred from Shrub Hill, a large number of production staff were
‘dismissed from service’, Kay having decided to purchase from other suppliers most of the
goods in his catalogues. He retained the services of his watch and clock-makers as he had to
fulfil the contract with GWR. Staff from Kays had free travel warrants to enable them to visit
all stations and railway premises to repair and install clocks and watches throughout the
network. Such was the expansion in Kay’s business over the next three years that an extension
to the St Oswald’s building was made in 1910. This added 50% more area to the original site
but, at £16,000, cost far more than the original building!
As Kay’s personal wealth grew, he was able to move out of St Denys and into a larger home
for his family of three sons and four daughters. Heron Lodge on the London Road, Worcester,
was the Kay family home from 1901 until 1912. It was originally built for a Rear Admiral of
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the Royal Navy in the early 1800s and named after his ship. In 1912 the Kays moved to what
would be their final family home. Located in the Battenhall area of Worcester, The Elms was
a magnificent house that had been built in the grounds of Battenhall Manor in 1888 (on plots
23 and 24) for Mrs Percy Allsopp, the wife of the local businessman and one-time mayor of
Worcester, whose family ran Allsopp’s Breweries. Percy Allsopp also modernised Battenhall
Mount, the site today of St Mary’s Convent School, at about the same time. In the 1940s, The
Elms was the home of Isaac Wolfson, managing director of Great Universal Stores and Kays.
It was demolished in the late 1960s to make way for the housing developments that are now
in Goodwood Avenue, off Battenhall Avenue. There are no known images of this house.
The impact of World War 1 on Kay’s business raised a number of concerns over both the
supply of goods and the abilities of customers to pay. Catalogues from this period are full of
optimism and often feature pictures of the cities of ‘our glorious allies’. It was in this period
of the company’s history that the first experiments on ‘easy payment terms’ came into being.
Customers were encouraged to order and pay for goods through their Kays agent, at the rate
of one shilling in the pound, a method still employed in the catalogue businesses of today.
Agents were recruited to hold a Kays catalogue and collect orders and money on behalf of
their area managers. This was the era of the real start of mail-order as it is known today.
After the war finished and his sons returned safely from their service, Kay, now in his early
60s and a grandfather, started to suffer poor health. He instigated a tradition that lasted until
the early 1960s: Christmas tea parties for the orphaned and destitute children of Worcester. He
perhaps recalled from his own childhood the feelings of loss, without real parents; the joy that
the Christmas celebration should bring may not have been for William and his half-brother,
Edwin. In 1921, in recognition of the work of the Salvation Army in helping to organise these
parties, William Kay presented an instrument to the Army band.
Kay’s business continued to grow as customers
sought more and more luxuries as well as the
day-to-day items of clothing that the post-war
catalogues now feature. Unfortunately his own
failing health and that of his wife, Jessie,
prevented William from participating fully in the
affairs of the company he founded, but he kept a
firm control of matters of business and was
consulted on all decisions. His sons, Tom and
Edwin, who became joint Managing Directors,
were joined by their brother, Jack, in 1926 when
he resigned his commission in the Army and
returned to Worcester. It was at this time that
Kays purchased a plot of land in Rashwood near
Droitwich and built a family home for Jack and
his family. Rashwood Lodge, which still stands
today, was built in 1926 and occupied soon after.
William Kay’s health continued to deteriorate,
and he died on 2 May 1929, at his home, The
Elms, surrounded by his family. His death
certificate reveals that he was suffering from
cancers of the stomach, liver and prostrate. He
18

is buried in Hallow church, north of Worcester, where his grave is marked by a simple granite
tombstone that gives no hint to the casual observer of the true nature of the man whose ashes
are interred there.
Kay’s business grew and grew and became the leading mail-order business in the United
Kingdom, but how it got to be so successful is a story for another time.
Bernard Mills
Chairman, Kays Heritage Group, www.kaysheritage.org.uk
NB If any reader knows of a photograph or image of The Elms, please let the author know.

Book Reviews
Roman Droitwich: Dodderhill Fort, Bays Meadow villa, and roadside settlement (edited
by Derek Hurst, main contributions by Lawrence Barfield, Justin Hughes and Fachtna
McAvoy) Council for British Archaeology (2006) £32
Roman Droitwich is the third volume of reports on major excavations at Droitwich published
by the Council for British Archaeology. It covers three sites – Dodderhill, Bays Meadow, and
Hanbury Street – representing different aspects of the Roman small town.
After a short introduction, the three site reports are given in detail. Firstly the two smaller sites.
Dodderhill I have a personal interest in, as I spent a happy few days excavating in the
churchyard in 1977 (this was a pleasant alternative to the waterlogged conditions at the Old
Bowling Green!). Further excavations took place in 1984-85. The site produced evidence of
an early Roman fort, with steep-sided ‘Punic’ ditches, which is thought to have succeeded an
earlier fort further north at Crutch Lane. Hanbury Street was the smallest of the three sites, a
single trench of around 8 x 10m. However it was the only one of the three to have produced
evidence of urban occupation, close to one of the main Roman road junctions.
Nearly three-quarters of the volume is devoted to the Roman villa site at Bays Meadow. This
site has suffered a number of indignities over the years – it was first discovered in 1847 during
the building of a railway across it, while factories now cover most of the site. Even the bypass
was allowed to take a slice in the 1960s. Although there had been numerous earlier
observations and excavations (some published here for the first time), the main focus of the
report is on the University of Birmingham’s excavations from 1967-77, which revealed the
importance and complexity of the site. The main structure was a very substantial Roman villa
(the larger and richer of two on the site), built in the 2nd century AD and destroyed by fire
towards the end of the 3rd. There is fascinating evidence of its construction in the form of a
limekiln, mortar mixing pit and a mosaic workshop, while the villa had heated rooms and was
elaborately decorated with wall paintings. Around the end of the 3rd century, the site was
protected by a rampart, forming a defended strong-point similar to those in several other
Roman small towns, and an aisled building (already present in earlier phases) may have
replaced the earlier villas. The finds assemblage is described by the excavator as ‘opulent’,
and includes a gold-headed pin, a silver plaque decorated with a figure (Cupid or Pan?),
objects of porphyry (imported from Greece), and a glass intaglio engraved with the head of
the emperor Lucius Verus. The evidence combines to suggest that the Bays Meadow villa was
the residence of a wealthy and thoroughly Romanised individual, perhaps an imperial official
or franchisee responsible for the Droitwich saltworks.
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A CD included with the report has allowed the publication of several colour photographs, as
well as illustrations of the mosaics and painted wall plaster from Bays Meadow (which appear
in print in black and white).
The volume’s title belies the multi-period nature of the sites, which also produced evidence of
prehistoric flintworking, Iron Age settlement and saltmaking, medieval settlement, a postmedieval kiln, and Civil War defences.
The reports are ably edited by Derek Hurst. Some idea of the scale of the editing work
can be gleaned from the title page, where in addition to the three main authors, a further
45 contributors and 9 illustrators are listed. As only a very brief introduction is given
here, the reader is referred to the earlier Droitwich reports for more detail. Both are
still available: the Old Bowling Green and other sites on the internet at
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/cba/rr81.cfm; Upwich from booksellers at the bargain
price of £14.95. Further important work has been done more recently at both Dodderhill and
Bays Meadow; this is referred to here and reports are available via Worcestershire Historic
Environment and Archaeology Service’s online archaeological report web pages at
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/home/archeo_dr_list-public.htm.
James Dinn

The Archaeology of the East Midlands. An Archaeological Resource Assessment and
Research Agenda ed Nicholas J.Cooper, Leicester Archaeology Monograph 13 (2006)
This weighty volume arises out of Exploring our Past, English Heritage’s attempt to establish
a national strategy for archaeology, which will lead to a series of regional resource assessments
and research agenda along the lines of this for the East Midlands. Its West Midlands
counterpart, a synthesis of papers from seminars held in the region between June 2002 and
June 2003, is unlikely to be in print before 2008. Current details are available at www.archant.bham.ac.uk/research/fieldwork_research_themes/projects/wmrrfa/intro.htm.
The
periodisation for the West Midlands is the same as that given below for the East Midlands,
apart from two, as opposed to four sections for prehistory. For example, Hal Dalwood
discusses ‘The archaeology of Worcestershire’ in the post-Roman and early medieval section.
The East Midlands volume comprises the three elements suggested in Frameworks for our
Past: i. a Resource Assessment reviewing the current state of knowledge; ii. a Research
Agenda to establish archaeological potential and gaps, and to propose an unprioritised list of
research topics; iii. a Research Strategy with a prioritised list of research topics. The East
Midlands Assessment and Agenda provides ten chronological chapters, four of which relate
to the prehistory of the region, followed by the Roman, Anglo-Saxon (400-850), medieval
(850-1500), post-medieval (1500-1750) and modern (1750-2000) periods, each concluding
with suggested priorities. Chapter 11 describes Environmental Archaeology’s research topics
and priorities. Chapter 12 considers cross-period research and the foundation of a Research
Strategy. Overall, this volume is of additional interest in providing hints as to what we may
expect to find in the West Midlands volume.
Only the stoutest hearts in the Society will be tempted to essay all 290 pages of this volume, to
which a 50+ page bibliography is appended. Nevertheless, the careful reading of the relevant
chapter will repay members with a specialist interest in one of the periods listed above.
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Combined with the synthesis details indicated on the West Midlands web site, it should give
some insight into where priorities may lie in the future. Is it chance that, of the eight excellent
colour plates, five relate to industrial archaeology and a sixth depicts the brick-built rear wing
added to Lincoln debtors’ gaol, first built in 1791, now a heritage and education centre? The
front cover, however, shows Mam Tor hillfort at Castleton, the rear Cresswell Crags.
Joe Hillaby

Cotswold Barns Tim Jordan, Tempus (2006) £17.99
Medieval barns have figured prominently in the Society’s programme this year. In June a visit
was made to examine the barns at Leigh, Ashleworth, Frocester and Bredon, and on 2 October
Ian Tyers and Nick Molyneux gave a memorable lecture on ‘Recent Work on Worcestershire
Barns, including the dendrochronological survey of Leigh’.
Tim Jordan’s Cotswold Barns provides a well-designed handbook for those who wish to
follow up these introductions, locally. They will be pleased that ‘Cotswolds’ is extended to
Ashleworth on the west side of the Avon and the nuns of Shaftesbury’s mid-14th-century barn
at Bradford-on-Avon, which excavation has shown to have been one of a pair around a
courtyard with granary. The chapters on ‘regional characteristics’ and on methods and
techniques of construction will be of particular interest to members. There are numerous
illustrations, including one showing the full length of Frocester barn from the south, together
with plans of Middle Littleton, Bredon, Frocester, Bradford-on-Avon, Coxwell and Swalcliffe,
and a series of well selected diagrams, and a comprehensive bibliography. The book is strongly
recommended to any member interested to pursue this subject further.
Joe Hillaby
The Iron Industry of the Forest of Dean John Meredith, Tempus (2006) £15.99
Ironworking was vital to the livelihood of those who lived and worked in the Forest of Dean
from prehistoric times to the 20th century. John Meredith, a member of the Dean
Archaeological Group, uses a wide range of sources, both archaeological and historical, to
give a lively account of this industry, its hinterland and its importance nationally from Roman
times onwards. He includes the areas and towns whose iron furnaces relied on Forest ores,
notably the Roman towns of Monmouth and Ariconium, and the extensive medieval iron
works in Monmouth and Trelech, now a village, but in the 13th century probably the biggest
settlement in Wales. Arranged chronologically, and including an interesting chapter on ‘The
Book of Dennis’, the book is copiously and informatively illustrated. One slight niggle is a thin
index which, for example, does not include ‘quarrels’, although their manufacture, in
thousands, during the 13th century was highly significant. Overall, this highly readable book
will be of interest to both local layman and specialist.
Wattle and Daub Paula Sunshine, Shire (2006) £4.99
The author brings enthusiasm as well as knowledge and experience to promote her subject.
She teaches homeowners and the building trade traditional methods of repairing ancient
buildings. Photographs of her treading and puddling indicate an enjoyable as well as rewarding
and productive activity. Paula Sunshine has produced this enlightening book to improve the
understanding and appreciation of wattle and daub, and to advocate its use in the future. She
deserves to succeed in this aim.
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Sir Ninian Comper A.Symondson & S.Bucknall, Ecclesiol Soc/Spire Books, (2006) £29.95
Sir Ninian Comper (1864-1960) was one of the last great Gothic Revival architects, his work
concentrating on churches and their contents. He is well known for his stained glass, his use
of colour, and his subtle integration of Classical and Gothic styles. Anthony Symondson, the
leading authority on the architect, describes how and why Comper developed his distinctive
approach, using early photographs to show his work in its original form. A complete gazetteer
by Stephen Bucknall, identifying sites of special note, includes many local examples, Stanton
St Michael in Gloucs meriting ***, St George, Brinsop in Herefordshire ** and the conventual
church of the Holy Name, Malvern Link (***) plus five pages with four illustrations.

Worcestershire Archaeological Society: Back Numbers of Transactions
Because of storage costs the Society has been making an effort to clear as much as possible
of its back stock of Transactions. There are copies available of volumes in the New Series
from 1957 to 1964, and in the Third Series from Volume 1 to Volume 18, excluding volumes
2 and 10. If any member is interested in getting any of these back issues, please contact me,
Robin Whittaker, c/o Worcestershire Record Office, County Hall, Worcester WR5 2NP (email: RWhittaker@worcestershire.gov.uk). New Series volumes cost 50p each, and Third
Series are £2 each. There are also copies of the Worcester Pilgrim and Droitwich Salt Industry
monographs available at £1 each. These will only continue to be available for a short time, so
this is an opportunity to get them direct from the Society rather than have to search second
hand bookshops for copies.
Conversely, we do get approached from time to time about whether copies of Volumes from
1950 and earlier are available. The Society has no copies of these, and, if any member has
copies from these dates, small quantities would be useful to the Society. Again, please contact
me at the Record Office.
Robin Whittaker
Hon. Editor

Worcestershire Archaeological Society Library
The contents pages of TWAS Series 3 have been scanned and turned into PDF files by Rachel
Edwards). Thanks to Roger Fairman these are now online at the Worcestershire Archaeological
Society Library Website, hosted by the University of Worcester. You or any member of the
public can search the consolidated contents pages using the ‘search’ facility in Adobe Acrobat.
Go to: http://www.worc.ac.uk/services/library/WAS/WAS_TWAS3.html
Please have a go and search for your favourite period or subject or author. Would members
please let me know what you think, for future reference and developing this web site – it is
relevant for thinking about indexing. All the contents pages of TWAS past volumes will be
added here in due course, as long as Rachel is willing to do the scanning.
Hal Dalwood
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Worcestershire Archaeological Society Excursions Programme: Lost Worcestershire
As part of this year’s summer excursions programme, members visited King’s Norton and
Yardley in Birmingham. Although now suburbs, these parishes formed the north-eastern
corner of Worcestershire until 1911, when they became part of Greater Birmingham. Only
Wythall, the southern part of King’s Norton, remained in the old county.
During the 19th century Birmingham witnessed a spectacular rise in its population, from
60,000 in 1801 to 522,000 by 1901. Neighbouring parishes in Warwickshire, Staffordshire and
Worcestershire all came under pressure to accommodate the new urban population. Initially
the parishes closest to the urban area attracted successful manufacturers and professionals in
search of a rural retreat. In doing so these new residents were following the advice offered by
the writer of one early-19th-century guidebook, who declared that Birmingham was not a place
a gentleman would chose to live, citing ‘the concomitant noise and superabundance of vulgar
language’ as the greatest deterrents to urban living! Suburban villas soon followed the
pioneering gentlemen, and by the end of the century Rural and Urban District Councils had
been established to deal with the growing responsibilities. Even after their transfer to Greater
Birmingham in 1911, King’s Norton and Yardley were still largely rural, but successive waves
of housing development between the 1930s and 1970s covered the remaining agricultural land
with bricks, mortar and concrete.
Despite this, there is still much to be seen and enjoyed in this corner of the old county. Both
King’s Norton and Northfield retain something of their village appearance, each with a
substantial medieval church and associated settlement, while at Yardley the village has
survived remarkably intact, with a wealth of closely dateable vernacular buildings below the
church of St. Edburgha. Outside the village nuclei, there are the occasional surviving
farmsteads, sometimes marooned incongruously amongst modern development. Our summer
excursion to this part of Lost Worcestershire ended at the best example – Blakesley Hall,
Yardley. Built soon after 1590, it is a spectacular example of a yeoman farmhouse with
flamboyant decorative framing, multiple service rooms, two parlours, high-ceilings to the
ground floor, and even a diminutive long-gallery. Its builder, Richard Smalbroke, was a
yeoman who had combined farming with business interests in Birmingham. By the time of his
death in 1613, Smalbroke was styling himself gentleman, preferring to put aside his yeoman
roots! His new house is the physical expression of his rising status.

‘Blakesley Hall, Yardley:
watercolour by unknown
artist, c.1850. (Private
collection)’
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Following on the theme of Lost Worcestershire Excursions Organiser, Ernie Kay, and I are
planning an excursion for next year to another part of the old county. Blockley, now in
Gloucestershire, or Shipston-on-Stour, now Warwickshire, are strong candidates. Full details
of this and other excursions for summer 2007 will be distributed to members early in the new
year.
Stephen Price

WAS Lecture Programme 2006-7
Following a highly successful and varied excursions programme, the lecture season opened on
2 October with a double act by Ian Tyers and Nick Molyneux: ‘Recent Work on Worcestershire
Barns, including the dendrochronological survey of Leigh’. Four weeks later, Chris Dyer gave
a fascinating, many-layered lecture entitled ‘A Poet in a landscape: William Langland and
southwest Worcestershire’, introducing us also to Oxford Bodleian Library MS Digby 86, a
late 13th-century collection of over 80 texts in Anglo-Norman French, English and Latin,
associated with the Redmarley d’Abitot area. On 13 November, Barrie Trinder, author of
Barges and Bargemen: a Social History of the Upper Severn Navigation 1660-1900, reviewed
in the last issue, talked on ‘Worcestershire and the Severn Navigation 1660-1900’. After the
AGM on 27 November Anne Howrie, a volunteer at the cathedral, is following up her article
in the last issue of the Recorder with ‘Worcester Cathedral Floor Tiles’. The programme
continues as below, at the new, state-of-the-art venue, St George’s RC Parish Hall, Sansome
Walk, Worcester:

9 January 2007, 7.30

‘Roman Droitwich’
Derek Hurst, WHEAS

5 February, 7.30

‘Techniques of Vernacular Building Analysis’
Duncan James

19 February, 2.15

‘The Search for a late Anglo-Saxon Cathedral’
Chris Guy, Cathedral Archaeologist and
Sally Crawford, University of Birmingham

19 March, 7.30

‘The Worcester Commandery Excavations, 2005-6’
Hal Dalwood, WHEAS

25 April, 7.30 (Berkeley)

‘Revisions to Pevsner’s Worcestershire’
Alan Brooks
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Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, Caroline Hillaby, at The Roughs,
Hollybush, Ledbury, HR8 1EU, tel/fax 01531 650618, email carolinehillaby@onetel.com by
12 March 2007.
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