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Chairman’s Letter
Our Society continues to present an interesting and varied programme of lectures and
excursions. Our last evening meeting on the Commandery excavations attracted a record
evening audience with new members attending.
Again, we have an informative excursion programme this year thanks to our Excursions
Committee. We try to go to places not usually open to the public and use guides who are
experts in their field. For more details contact our excursions co-ordinator, Ernie Kay.
Your committee is aware of feelings about the shortcomings of the Bradbury Centre – the
acoustics and the air conditioning to name but two. Stephen Price is looking into suitable
alternative venues, but this is proving to be no easy quest. Brian Ferris is going to try out
different amplification systems at our next meeting.
Our lecture programme has attracted a number of new members, but we still need more to keep
our numbers up. Hal Dalwood is re-organising our publicity. Please see him if you can place
society literature and posters in strategic situations.
Thank you for your support. I look forward to meeting you at our lectures and on our
excursions.
Dr John Harcup, OstJ

News from the County
Ice Age Archaeology
Recently, it was reported that flint artefacts found at two sites on the Norfolk coast had been
dated as old as 680,000 years: not just the earliest evidence for humans in Britain, but the
earliest by far in northern Europe. The artefacts dated from a period when the climate was
relatively warmer than today. Over the last 2.5 million years there have been at least 21 long
‘ice ages’ in Britain with most of the country covered by glaciers up to a kilometre thick, each
followed by a warmer ‘interglacial’ periods; we are living in the Holocene interglacial, which
started over 11,000 years ago.
The changes to the British landscape over these time periods were enormous, and
archaeological evidence for human occupation is hard to find. Sand and gravel quarries are one
of the most important sources of stone tools, plant and animal fossil remains, and geological
sequences. The National Ice Age Network is a new initiative that aims to ensure the recording
of Ice Age remains through working with commercial gravel companies, and to promote wider
interest in the Palaeolithic period. The organisation is supported by universities, local
authorities, archaeological societies, and interested individuals. The National Ice Age Network
is free for individuals to join (contact details below): a newsletter with news of forthcoming
events is distributed by email. Further information about NIAN is available on the website:
www.iceage.org.uk.
Local contact details: National Ice Age Network (North and West Midlands), Birmingham
Archaeology, Birmingham University, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TT info@iceage.org.uk
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From Worcestershire County Museum
In 2005 the County Museum at Hartlebury Castle acquired three medieval miniature brooches,
all found during 2003 by metal detectorists working within the county. Worcestershire
Coroners Court declared all three brooches as ‘Treasure’ under the Treasure Act 1996 (revised
2002.) Two of the brooches are of silver, the third of gold. The last was acquired with the
assistance of a V&A/MLA Purchase Grant Fund award. It is intended that the brooches will
form part of the ongoing re-display of the Museum’s galleries, and will supplement a growing
collection of medieval objects from the county.
Brooch 1 was found at Martley in early 2003 by Mr D Cole.
15mm in diameter, it is a circular brooch with an open centre
and a twisted border with running pellets. The pin is
missing. The brooch is dated as being late 13th to early 14th
century.
Brooch 2 was found at
Longdon in late 2003 by Mr L Jones. It is a miniature brooch
formed of twisted wire crafted to create an appearance of
plaited rope. It is decorated with small spheres soldered onto
the surface, which may have been more numerous when the
brooch was made. The original, hinged and tapering pin
remains attached. There is some damage to the left side. The
brooch measures 18mm x 16mm and is dated to the 14th
century.
Brooch 3 was found at Eldersfield in 2003 by Mr S Taylor. It is a
small, open-centre gold brooch of triangular cross-section divided
into four by quatrefoil decorations. Between each quatrefoil are
engraved four letters: V A, six times, and I O, twice, working
clockwise from the tapered pin, which remains intact and the
hinge of which bisects one of the quatrefoils. A suggestion that the
letters may have a magical or amatory significance requires
further investigation. The brooch is 15mm in diameter and is dated
to the 14th century.
The Museum is undergoing major building works during the first part of 2006. These include
a glass entrance vestibule with an external glass lift to the upper floors facilitating access for
the less able to all the galleries, and splendid views over the surrounding countryside. A new
‘Welcome Area’ with improved Reception, Shop and a new audio-visual room is also planned
for the former administration offices. The new Castle Kitchen Restaurant and a revised Social
Life Gallery opened in mid 2005. Further gallery improvements and re-displays are planned
over the next four years as part of a million-pound investment by the County Council in the
County Museum. For updated information visit the Museum’s website at
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/museum.
D.J.Kendrick
Collections Officer, Worcestershire County Museum
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Worcestershire Record Office: Deposits October 2005-February 2006
The following are some of the deposits made at the Record Office in the above period.
14,296
14,320
14,331

Records of Worcestershire Women’s Institute
Chapelwardens’ accounts for Knighton, 1815-20
Deeds and papers relating to Knightwick and area, per Mr P Walker.

Record Office Events:
30 May, 7pm Opening the Archives: The Poor Law. Record Office, County Hall
3 Jun
Archives Roadshow, Hanley Swan Parish Hall
17 June
Coach Trip to the National Archives
27 June
Opening the Archives: Maps and Plans. Record Office, County Hall
Robin Whittaker
Archives Manager and Diocesan Archivist

The Defence of Worcestershire Project Marches On!
It is some time since a progress report was made to the Society on the Defence of
Worcestershire Project, but for those newer members who are not aware of the project, or those
who may have forgotten, a short recap may be in order. This project has its origins in the now
defunct national Defence of Britain Project, organised by the Council for British Archaeology,
with the support of a wide range of conservation bodies. Started in 1995, to coincide with the
50th anniversary of the end of World War II, the task then was to record 20th-century defence
sites that for various reasons had been fast disappearing along with the people responsible for
manning them. Nationally, this enormous task was carried out by volunteers working under the
guidance of a small full-time staff employed by the CBA and based at Duxford who, in turn,
were controlled by a steering committee that included Malcolm Atkin, representing the
Association of Chief Archaeology Officers.
The national project had a finite time-scale and was wound up in 2002. A national database
was created at Duxford, but the site information for Worcestershire was also added to the
County Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), as it was then called. The Duxford database is
still accessible via the internet at www.britarch.ac.uk/projects/dob.
By 2002, much had been recorded for Worcestershire, and indeed for Herefordshire before it
declared UDI, but there was still lots to do by the small band of local volunteers and so it was
decided, with encouragement from Malcolm and the then County Archaeological Service, to
carry on recording in Worcestershire. Freed from the constraints of the Defence of Britain
Project, ie 20th-century and more specifically anti-invasion defences of the 1940s, the renamed
and re-packaged Defence of Worcestershire Project now records defence sites of all forms from
the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. This allows us to record sites used by the Militia and Rifle
Volunteers of the late Napoleonic period, through to Cold War sites, including civil defence
sites. However, those relating to World War II still make up the bulk of sites being recorded.
So far, about 2,000 defence sites have been entered on the project database, and added to the
Historic Environment Record (formerly the SMR), but this must represent only a fraction of
5

the total for the county. The work of recording individual sites and buildings therefore goes on,
but this is only part of the story. An attempt is being made to understand the reasons for so
many defence sites being sited in Worcestershire, which many might consider to be something
of a defence backwater. Not so: evacuation schemes for accommodating the government and
royal family in the county; the spread of munitions factories into the county, under the shadow
factory scheme; the storage of strategic war materials in the county, including petrol; and the
presence of a number of experimental establishments, all needed protection. However, and
perhaps most importantly, the juxtaposition of Worcestershire with Birmingham and the Black
Country, a key enemy target, meant that the county was well placed to contribute to the
defences around the major armaments industries there, against both air and, in 1940-1, possible
ground attack. Substantial regular forces were therefore accommodated in the county, notably
in 1940, and a major task is to record sites and buildings used by them.
Despite the distorted impression given by the Dad’s Army series, the Home Guard was a
significant defence force in the county from 1940 to 1944, with twelve battalions being raised,
totalling almost 20,000 men and some women. Where were the headquarters and other sites
used by them? We have recorded most of the Battalion HQs but there is some way to go on
Company and particularly Platoon HQs. Few Home Guard records for Worcestershire
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have survived in the county, or indeed anywhere, and so a major task is to interview the
dwindling band of survivors of the force to establish were they were based, where they trained,
and more critically, what defence structures they were going to man.
An intriguing aspect of local defence has been the research of the various resistance
organisations recruited and trained in readiness for the possible occupation of the county by
enemy forces during World War II. More is being discovered about the presence of GHQ
Auxiliary Units in Worcestershire, but there is still much to be uncovered about urban guerrilla
units, spies and civilian radio operators. There are tantalising clues and some tangible
evidence, but this aspect of our research relies totally on the people involved breaking an oath
of silence. The research into this aspect of defence has therefore been, and continues to be,
terribly slow - but occasionally quite exciting!
Due to the paucity of documentary records of military defence features - civil defences are
better served - we rely heavily on the memory of those who were there, and help from the
members of the Worcestershire Archaeological Society in tracking down former Home Guards
or resistance men would be gratefully received. To contribute to the project in whatever way
you wish, even if only to tell us of your pet defence site, please contact Colin Jones or Mick
Wilks, both volunteer defence researchers from 1995 and still enthusiastic, at WHEAS on
01905 855455, or by email at vbryant@worcestershire.gov.uk. Colin and Mick are both in on
Friday mornings but you can leave a message at any other time.
Mick Wilks & Colin Jones

Opportunities to join the archaeological excavation at The Commandery, Worcester.
The summer 2006 season of excavation at The Commandery, Worcester, is being planned by
Worcester City Museum and WHEAS. The first season was very successful, revealing
evidence for buildings constructed in the 15th century, as well as parts of earlier buildings that
formed part of the hospital earlier in the medieval period. An account of the first season of
excavation appeared in the Autumn 2005 edition of Worcestershire Recorder and further
information can be found on the City Museum website, www.worcestercitymuseums.org.uk.
This year the excavation will be open to the public from Tuesday 20th June until Sunday 30th
July (closed Mondays). The weekend of 22-23 July is part of National Archaeology Week and
there will be a whole range of activities and displays at The Commandery. A special site visit
is promised for members of Worcestershire Archaeological Society.
In 2005 over 120 volunteers joined the excavation team, and the same opportunity is available
this year. Volunteers will be trained in excavating archaeological deposits, making records
(written descriptions, photographs, scale drawings), and the proper treatment of excavated
finds. No previous experience is required. The project team suggests that, to make the most of
taking part, volunteers should aim to join for five days (a whole week or a day a week), but
anyone wanting longer is welcome. The team will be working Tuesday to Sunday.
If you have any questions about volunteering please contact the team leader, Justin Hughes, at
WHEAS (01905 855401, jhughes@worcestershire.gov.uk). If you want to join the team as a
volunteer, registration forms are available from Carol or Mo (01905 855455 or
mbogaard@worcestershire.gov.uk) or the website (www.worcestershire.gov.uk/archaeology).
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News from the City
The Newport Street excavation is now complete and the process of analysing the results has
begun. The site revealed an extensive and well preserved late medieval and early postmedieval landscape of houses and industrial activity, with a strong emphasis on the cloth
industry. Surprisingly, occupation along Newport Street itself seems to have started relatively
late in the medieval period, but the street was preceded by a Roman road on a similar
alignment, presumably leading to a river crossing on the same site as the medieval bridge.
The development of the Royal Worcester site has received planning consent, and further
investigation of the site is planned over the coming months. At Diglis, where development is
already underway, a detailed assessment of the results of previous borehole surveys has led to
a new series of boreholes being undertaken for archaeological purposes, to investigate probable
buried channels of the Severn and Frog Brook, which cross the site.
Preparatory work has begun on a strategic project for the Worcester battlefield (1642 and
1651). Proposals are being developed for archaeological and landscape surveys to improve our
understanding of the battles and the Civil War defences, and for improved access to and
interpretation of the battle.
The survey of the former rackets court in Sansome Walk (‘Lamb’s Warehouse’) has provided
detailed information on the development of the site. The original open court was built after
1845 and rebuilt in 1861. The report is available on the developer’s website
(www.courtp.co.uk). Another early sports building has recently been recognised in Worcester:
the cricket pavilion at Kay’s ground on Bransford Road, built by Worcestershire County
Cricket Club in 1875, is one of the earliest purpose-built examples in existence.
An assessment of a site at 24-30 Diglis Road identified 19th-century stables and boundary
walls associated with a canalside yard. Evaluation at the 17th-century execution site at
Perrypoint, Red Hill, revealed a large posthole but no burials.
Archaeological work tends to be cyclical, and February 2006 was our busiest month ever for
evaluations, with work at eight different sites, from the western edge of the city to the east.
While not all reports are complete yet, results have included Roman remains at The Butts and
Trotshill, and evidence of the Civil War defensive refurbishment at Angel Place. We are now
gearing up for this year’s excavations at The Commandery (See above). As part of the study
of the standing buildings, a detailed dendrochronological survey is about to start.
The consultation draft of the Conservation Management Plan for the City Walls should be
published by the time you read this. For a digital copy archaeology@cityofworcester.gov.uk.
If you would like a paper copy call James Dinn or Sheena Payne (contact details below).
Development of our new Supplementary Planning Document on Archaeology and the historic
environment is now underway, and there will be a public consultation event in the summer. To
receive details of this, contact James Dinn or Sheena Payne.
The city archaeology office has moved from the Commandery. Our new contact details are:
Archaeological Service, Worcester City Council, 26 The Butts, Worcester, WR1 3PA. Tel:
01905 721132, James Dinn, Archaeological Officer; 01905 721133 Sheena Payne, Historic
Environment Record Officer Fax: 01905 722454; archaeology@cityofworcester.gov.uk
James Dinn
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The Cradley Heath Workers’ Institute
In 2004, the Black Country Living Museum won a £1.535 million grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund to rescue the Cradley Heath Workers’ Institute building, originally situated on the
corner of Lower High Street and Whitehall Road, from the route of a bypass. Reconstruction
work is due to start shortly.
The original building, of 1911, was designed by Black Country architect, Albert Thomas Butler.
With its geometric shapes, projected gables, leaded windows and emphatic signage in green
faience tiles, the Workers’ Institute was an impressive combination of Art Nouveau and Arts and
Crafts styles. One of its unique features was its structural steel roof, supported on just five
slender tresses. Local craftspeople were employed, such as Thomas Camm Studios in
Smethwick for the windows, E.C. Theedam’s of Dudley for the lighting, and the Cradley Boiler
Company. In June 1912, thousands of locals turned out to see the Countess of Dudley open the
new building.

The Workers’ Institute is noteworthy not only for its architectural interest. It also represents a
significant era in terms of political and social history. Cradley Heath was the centre of Britain’s
chain making industry. In 1910 some 2,000 chain-makers worked in the area, either in factories
or as outworkers in chain shops and sheds behind their homes. About half were women, who
made small link chain, mainly for agricultural purposes. Each link was welded by hand, working
with basic tools, usually a hammer and pair of tongs. As with all the ‘sweated trades’, the hours
were long and the work gruelling: a woman had to work 12 to 13 hours a day, hammering up to
50,000 links, to earn 4s-5s a week. They were paid piece rates. The social campaigner, Robert
Sherard, biographer of Zola, wrote in 1910 about the chainmakers of Cradley Heath in The white
slaves of England: Being tru pictures of certain social conditions … in 1897. ‘If chains for slaves
are not made here also it is doubtless because there are no slaves in England; or it may be because
hunger can bind tighter than any iron links. And chronic hunger is the experience of most of the
women workers in Cradley Heath, as anyone can learn who cares to converse with them.’
Mary Macarthur, described as the ‘greatest woman in the history of trade unionism’, said her
first visit to the area ‘made me think of some torture chamber of the Middle Ages’. Born in
Glasgow in 1880, Mary was Secretary of The Women’s Trade Union League by 1903 and helped
to establish the Anti-Sweating League in 1906, in which year also she founded the National
Federation of Women Workers. She continued campaigning for the minimum wage throughout
9

her union career, and was influential in shaping the Insurance Act of 1911. In that summer she
organized some 2000 women in twenty concurrent strikes in Bermondsey and elsewhere.
During World War I she played a leading role on almost every committee concerning female
workers, winning equal pay for women in areas such as munitions work. Not surprisingly,
Macarthur’s sense of social justice and fight for the ordinary worker took her into politics. A
member of the Independent Labour Party with her husband, Will Anderson, she helped to
establish the International Labour Organization, and in 1918, as soon as she was enfranchised,
stood as parliamentary candidate for Stourbridge. The Representation of the People Act came
into effect in June that year, giving the vote to women of at least 30 who, or whose husbands,
occupied premises or lands to the annual value of £5. By 1919 Mary was on the executive of the
Labour Party. She died, aged 40, in January 1921.
In August 1910 Mary Macarthur’s persuasiveness and belief in the principal of the ‘living
wage’ brought the women chainmakers of Cradley Heath out in force, and the world’s attention
to the plight of Britain’s low paid worker. From their back yard forges, the women laid down
their tools to embark upon a 10-week ‘lock out’. Within a month, around 800 women had
thrown down their hammers and taken to the streets. Patience Round, at 79 the oldest woman
on the strike, declared, ‘These are wonderful times. I never thought that I should live to assert
the rights of women. It has been the best week of my life’. Macarthur often chose the oldest
and frailest looking women for publicity. The ‘lock out’ was one of the first examples of
industrial action to use the power of film to promote its cause: the women marching down the
streets, singing songs of protest to the tunes of Yankee Doodle and the Men of Harlech, were
broadcast by Pathe News to music halls and cinemas throughout the country.
Organising the women locally was Charles H. Sitch, Secretary of the Cradley Heath branch of
the National Federation of Women Workers, later Labour MP for Kingswinford. A ‘lock out’
office was established in Cradley Heath’s High Street and a ‘Cradley Heath Strike Fund’ set
up. Public donations poured in; the philanthropist and Bournville factory owner, Edward
Cadbury, and the novelist John Galsworthy joined trade unions in supporting the women. By
22 October most of the employers had agreed to the new rates of pay. Described as one of the
most ‘singular passages’ in industrial history, the women’s actions had a lasting impact on
wage law, helping to make the principle of the National Minimum Wage a reality. Had the
strike failed, it is doubtful whether Britain would have established trade board legislation and
thus its internationally pioneering role in regulating low pay.
The Cradley Heath Workers’ Institute was built from the surplus proceeds of the women’s
strike fund. Public support for the strike raised over £3,000, of which about £1,500 was
dedicated to building a ‘centre of social activity for the Black Country’. The site chosen was
a flattened spoil heap in Lomey Town, Cradley Heath, the venue for informal rallies during the
early days of the ‘lock out’. The intention was for the Workers’ Institute to be used for
educational meetings as well as social gatherings, and to house a reference library and legal
advice department. Indeed, Mary Macarthur hoped that the offices of the Women’s Union
would be based at the Institute, developing it into a centre for female trade unionism across the
country. While this original vision has never quite been fulfilled, the Workers’ Institute has
remained an important part of community life, the building having had many different uses
over the years: between 1915 and 1933 as a picture house, known locally as ‘the stute’; as a
snooker hall where the occasional boxing match was held; and as a sorting office. In the 1940s
the upstairs Committee Room was also used as a dance academy run by Edna Homer. The
building’s offices were used predominantly by the Chainmakers and Strikers Association and
a local solicitor’s firm, William Attwood & Son.
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Relocating the Workers’ Institute to the Museum’s open-air site in Dudley is consonant with
Mary Macarthur’s original vision of a centre for social activity, research and learning for the
Black Country. The building’s 450-seater auditorium, complete with balcony and stage, will
provide a new multi-purpose venue for the Museum. Making visible the previously hidden
stories of the 1910 lock out and Mary Macarthur, the Workers’ Institute will house permanent
exhibitions including a working display of the Chainmakers and Strikers Association which, for
much of its life time, used the building as its meeting and administrative headquarters. It is to be
opened next year, on 10 June, the anniversary of its inauguration in 1912.

For interested readers there is a photograph of chainmaking at Dudley c1910 in Roy Palmer’s
The Folklore of Worcester (see p19)

Thomas Habington’s Estate relocated
Life is full of coincidences; from time to time someone happens to be the right person at the right
time to make the right connection to solve a mystery or prove a statement right or wrong. This
happened to me recently when I was reading John Amphlett’s Introduction to Habington’s
Survey of Worcestershire. On page 16 I read:
The dealings with regard to Habington’s estates after this period are set out in his will. In it he mentions
a manor called Gate and Glossomes in the parishes of Beckley & Peasmarsh in Surrey, to which no
previous mention has been found.

And, I thought, no mention will be found in the future either, as Peasmarsh and Beckley happen
to be in Sussex and not Surrey. A simple typographical error perhaps on the part of the printer or
maybe a misreading of a script by Amphlett himself had relocated Habington’s estate to a
different county.
It was not only the recognition of Beckley and Peasmarsh, where my sister lives and farms, but
also the mention of Glossoms that attracted my attention. I was given a copy of the Domesday
Book 2000 edition and had spent time looking up places I knew. My sister and brother-in-law’s
farm is called Great Knelle and she has always maintained that it is mentioned in the Domesday
Book, but I could find nothing in Beckley in the ‘Goldspur’ Hundred except an estate called
Glossoms.
Three men hold ‘Glossoms’ [in Beckley] of the count (of EU) and they held it TRE and could go with
this land where they pleased. Then, as now, it was assessed at 1_ hides. There is land for two ploughs.
They themselves have in demesne 3 ploughs and 1 villain and 2 cottars. There are 8 acres of meadow
and woodland for 10 pigs. TRE [worth] 40s; and afterwards 20s; now 30s.

It was the juxtaposition of Glossoms with Gate that then attracted my notice. The farm next to
my brother-in-law’s is called Gate Court and I knew that it had formed part of the Great Knelle
estate in years gone by. I wondered whether ‘Gate and Glossoms’ could be ‘Gate Court and
Knelle’. I contacted my sister and unfortunately this is where my deductions faltered. She has a
list of the owners of Great Knelle and Habington’s name is not on the list, nor is Throckmorton’s,
to whom Habington is said to have sold the estate by 1642. She also informed me that there is
another Gate Farm on the Beckley/Peasmarsh borders, so it is here that inquiries should be
directed.
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But even if I have not been able to pinpoint where in Beckley and Peasmarsh Habington’s
estate lay, by placing it at least in Sussex, greater credence can be given to a letter, quoted and
immediately dismissed by Amphlett on page 17.
A letter exists which, if it referred to him, would show that it was not the case (that he never afterwards
left the limits of Worcestershire). The Mayor and Jurats of Rye wrote on 12 March 1623/4 to Lord
Zouch, the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, as follows:‘Furthermore, may it please your Lordship to be advertised, that there is now of late come to our town
to dwell one Mr Abington, with his wife, son and daughter, all papists. And the said Mr Abington, as
we are informed, was questioned in the late treason of the Gunpowder Plot, and as we understand it is
not yet cleared. We desire your Lordship’s advice and directions concerning them, if we may suffer
them to dwell amongst us, for we desire not the company of any of that religion if possibly we may
lawfully avoid them.’
It is not likely that this refers to Thomas Habington; and moreover his family consisted at the time of
more than a son and a daughter. Perhaps it was his brother Richard; but, though we must hold the jurats
of Rye mistaken in the person of their visitor, it shows the widespread notoriety attaching to the name
of Habington from its connection with the plot.

Perhaps the jurats of Rye were not mistaken. Rye lies approx 8 miles away from ‘Gate &
Glossoms’ and it could well be that Thomas Habington thought that he could avoid notice in
or near their Sussex estate. As for Habington not leaving the limits of Worcestershire, it would
appear that this is a myth. C D Gilbert, in his ‘Thomas Habington after the Gunpowder Plot’
Midland Catholic History 2 (1992), produces multiple evidence to show that Habington and
his family lived in London between c1608 and c1617 . Gilbert also quotes the letter from Rye
and makes the connection between it and the nearby estate, so after all I have uncovered
nothing new – unless Amphlett is your only source for information on Thomas Habington and
his properties.
For anyone wishing to work out exactly where Gate and Glossooms lay and details of
Habington’s ownership of it, I would recommend the National Archives website,
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. Please note that you will need to search under
Abington/Abingdon.
Heather Rendall

The Hughes Collection
The Hughes Collection is a searchable database of over 2,000 Victorian and Edwardian
photographs, funded by a local Heritage Initiative Grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The
photographer, Joseph Hughes, was born in Ebley, Stroud in 1849, a twin with a sister, Mary
Ann. He found his way through manual jobs to West Bromwich, where he worked as a
photographer, coming to Bromsgrove in 1897. He retired back to Ebley to live with Mary Ann
and her husband, William Vines. Joseph Hughes died on 5 October 1914 and was buried at
Cainscross. He shared the grave at St Mathews with two of his young nephews. The
photographs are mainly studio portraits of the people of north Worcestershire from June 1897,
when Hughes announced his arrival in Bromsgrove with a hand bill, to 1908, when he stopped
advertising in the local trade directories.
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Some 30 years ago, while working on a building conversion in Bromsgrove town centre, Bob
Richardson, an electrician, came upon a stack of shoeboxes, cartons and soap cartons
containing glass photographic negatives. The first image he examined he recognised as a wellknown local character, Job Leadbetter, posing with his bicycle bedecked with flowers for a
celebratory parade for the coronation of Edward VII. Bob persuaded the owner of the building
to place the photographs into his safekeeping. An exhibition of a selection of the pictures was
well received, but most of the negatives had to go into storage.
New computer technology led to the start of scanning the images about four years ago, when
another 150 negatives were added to the collection. It took nearly two years to scan all the
negatives, making adaptations to the scanners to handle the different sizes of plate. We started
with 3.5 x 5.25 inch and worked our way though the sizes up to 10 x 7 inch, which we had to
scan in parts and stitch together in the computer. We intend to rescan the largest negatives
when we can afford a bigger scanner.
Names for about 40% of the subjects were gleaned from notes on the original negative
envelops and pencil notes in the corner of some of the negatives giving the name of the
customer, not necessarily the name of the subject but more likely the name of the person who
was to pay the bill. We welcome any information that people can add to the database.
The Collection was launched on 9th April 2005 at the Bromsgrove Methodist Centre, with
nearly 600 visitors. As well as the printed display material we had the facility to project the
images. Using a screen to mock up a Victorian Studio backdrop, we offered visitors the
opportunity to be photographed in studios similar to Mr. Hughes’s. The web site,
www.thehughescollection.co.uk, was launched on the same day, since when we have seen 400
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visitors per month and a lot of valuable information has been exchanged world wide.
Computer terminals are available for visitors to search for ancestors on our database, and add
to our information about Mr Hughes’s subjects.
The Bromsgrove branch of the Birmingham and Midlands Society for Genealogy and
Heraldry, the local history section of the Bromsgrove Society, the Bromsgrove Museum and
Avoncroft Museum of Historic Buildings have all contributed to this project. The publicity
campaign will have enabled nearly 50,000 people to see the collection and it is calculated that
some 10,000 people will have visited the website. During the summer pictures of the Hughes
collection will be on show at Avoncroft and at the Bromsgrove Museum. For the final Hughes
Collection event, on 30 September, we plan to print all 2150 pictures and display the whole
Archive at the Artrix at Bromsgrove. The Collection catalogue, containing a printed catalogue,
a DVD of the events and a CD-rom of the archived pictures and oral information on the
subjects, will be presented to libraries, museum societies, schools and institutions: a
comprehensive round up of the two-year Local Heritage Initiative supported project. Funding
is being sought to continue the website, which in future will be updated by volunteers.
We found Joseph Hughes’ dilapidated grave recently, tidied it up a little and left a tribute of a
few flowers. As he had left his sister, nephews and nieces a fair sum and us an involving
quest,it was the least we could do.
Terry O’Brien
Incense Boat at St Peter’s Church, Martley
Tim Bridges refers in his Churches of Worcestershire (see p19) to a medieval incense boat
found in 1829 underneath the pulpit. This is crudely wrought of base metal. It has a shallow
ovoid bowl with a rounded fillet beneath, similar to that of a keel, and dragon’s head terminals.
The central foot on which it rested has been broken away, leaving a jagged hole. It has recently
been examined by James Robinson of the British Museum, who has dated it to the 11th-12th
century on the basis of stylistic similarities with vessels portrayed on the Bayeux Tapestry. As
yet no earlier incense boat has been found in this country.

Book reviews
Conderton Camp, Worcestershire: a small middle Iron Age hillfort on Bredon Hill Nicholas
Thomas, CBA Research Report 143 (2005) 349pp, £32.
It must have been early on in his career that Nicholas Thomas, then Assistant Keeper in
Archaeology at Birmingham Museum, excavated Conderton Camp in 1958 and 1959, but it
was not until after retirement in 1992 that he had the time and funds, provided by English
Heritage, to produce a substantive report. The excavation and original geophysical survey
have recently been supplemented by more modern techniques, including an ‘extraordinarily
revealing resistivity survey’ in 1997. A long gestation, but a fruitful one.
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Many people are already familiar with Conderton Camp, formerly known as Danes Camp,
as a result of the hut reconstructions at Avoncroft and St Fagans. Covering less than 2
hectares or 5 acres, the Camp is the smallest, and probably the first, of the three hillforts
on Bredon Hill, dating to between the late 6th and early 4th century BC. It was abandoned
before late Iron Age times, perhaps in the early to mid-2nd century cal BC. Roughly oval
and aligned along a spur, it had simple entrances at each end. Part of the southern rampart
was later pulled back to form a smaller upper camp with a central, inturned entrance and
adjacent freestanding guardhouse. The northern entrance received inturns about that time,
before being blocked up.
The layout was unusually regular, divided up into discrete zones, the western zone being set
aside for storage, the eastern to habitation. At least ten circular stone houses were built, not
all contemporary, and in two distinct sizes, possibly two house-building traditions. They were
defined by drystone-faced foundation walls.
Storage, presumed to be of grain, was in more than 140 rock-cut pits among and beneath the
houses, several lined with wickerwork, others faced or patched with drystone. This high
density may, it has been suggested, indicate the collective stored grain wealth of a sizeable
population, derived from production at dependent farmsteads.
A characteristic inventory of impressed and linear–incised pottery was recorded and phased.
Iron and bronze objects were made within the hillfort as, possibly, were glass beads, though
the beautiful specimen illustrated on the back cover probably came from Glastonbury. There
were salt containers from Droitwich and from Cheshire. The bonework reflected the usual
Iron-Age domestic activities and personal ornamentation. Through its material culture the
community was associated with Bredon Hill Camp and with Herefordshire hillforts, from
Sutton Walls in the south-west to beyond Croft Ambrey, as well as around Bredon Hill’s
southern margins and across to the Cotswolds.
Conderton attracted sporadic visits from Romano-British people, some perhaps sheltering
within the remains of its houses while herding or picnicking on the hill. Thereafter the site
of the camp has remained under grass.
Nicholas Thomas and his fellow, specialist contributors are to be congratulated on this
thorough account, which gives substance to the middle Iron Age community that lived within
the hillfort. The text is generously augmented with 87 figures, 55 plates, including a
remarkable air photograph, and 113 tables. This is a volume that all interested in the
archaeology of Worcestershire and the neighbouring counties of Hereford and Gloucester
should have close at hand.
Sheep in the Cotswolds. The Medieval Wool Trade Derek Hurst. Tempus (2005) 224pp.
£17.99
It was the sheepwash that drew Derek Hurst to this subject, for which archaeology currently
provides merely a supporting role. Documentary sources give both a national and
international perspective on the Cotswold wool trade from the medieval period onwards. No
doubt archaeology will play a greater role, through such techniques as DNA analysis, as more
local features are discovered.
Wool was a major economic asset of national significance. As well as creating much wealth,
it was a key point of taxation, first introduced in 1275 at 6s 8d a sack. Over 40% of Edward
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III’s income, an estimated £13,000 a year, came from wool, and in 1337 he established a
monopoly of exporting. All this served to finance the war with France. Later taxation
accounted for some 25% of merchants’ costs. ‘In Europe the best wool is English; in England
the best wool is Cotswold’, according to a Flemish weavers’ song.
The wool trade lives on in names, such as Sheep Street and of public houses, eg The Ram
and The Golden Fleece, funerary brasses commemorating wool merchants and other
architectural details. The wealth generated led to the building, or rebuilding, of fine stone
churches and other buildings still to be admired in Chipping Campden, Northleach,
Winchombe and elsewhere. The trade has also left its mark on the landscape. Sheep grazing
has been instrumental in creating and maintaining the open character of the Cotswold
scenery, and a distinctive breed has been developed. Cotswold sheep managed to outshine
most others in the country in the quality of its wool - apart from Leominster ‘ore’, compared
with ‘the silkle-wormes thread for smalness’.
Derek Hurst deals with the subject chronologically. There are archaeological indications
of Roman wool production and documentary evidence from Saxon times. Wool was a
major source of revenue for Mercian churchmen. In the 12th century Temple Guiting had
one of only four fulling mills in the country. By the end of that century Minchinhampton
alone had four such mills, and Winchcombe Abbey was deriving a third of its cash revenues
from wool sales. The hills and streams that gave access to fuller’s earth also provided rich
pasture.
During the 13th century the wool of some 7 million sheep, about 60% of the home
production, was exported, to Flanders via Dover and Italy via Southampton; in the 14th the
wool of 8 million passed through Southampton alone. In the late 1200s the abbot of
Gloucester had 10,000 sheep, producing 46 sacks of wool a year. The 15th century was the
heyday of the wool trade, when many churches were built or rebuilt. In 1767 when the
demand for Cotswold wool had declined, Herefordshire wool was three times its value.
Worcestershire figures frequently. The monasteries, including Evesham and Pershore,
were active in the wool trade, and were also major consumers, the Rule of St Benedict
decreeing woollen not linen bed cloths. The church of Worcester acquired lands in the
Cotswolds as early as the 8th century. In 1290 the bishop had 5,650 sheep, the largest
flocks being on the Cotswolds manors. In 1384 the bishop of Worcester built an eight-bay
sheepcote at Blockley rectory, costing more than £14, the roof of which required 28,700 stone
tiles from the Snowshill quarries. Such sheepcotes had comfortable accommodation for
officials.
In the 1540s the Hornyolds, who were to buy Blackmore Park in Hanley Castle for over £850
in 1559, were grazing sheep on the bishop’s lands at Blockley. The numbers of sheep
grazed in this way were carefully recorded by way of stint: 30-120 sheep per yardland,
generally 30 acres, on the bishop’s estate where open fields prevailed. Some Overbury tenants
owed sheep-washing duties; others also had sheep-shearing duties. As Oliver Goldsmith put
it,
Ill fares the land, to hast’ning ills a prey
Where wealth acccumulates, and men decay.
This book brings together diverse sources of information about the Cotswold wool trade, and
touches as well on the cloth industry. Its one shortcoming is the index, which is slight.
Handsomely produced, it should be of great appeal, both to those living in and around the
Cotswolds and to those with a particular interest in medieval and agricultural history.
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Barges and Bargemen: a Social History of the Upper Severn Navigation 1660-1900
Barrie Trinder. Phillimore (2005) hardback, 178pp, 8 maps, 95 figures. £19.99
The importance of the River Severn for trade before the 20th century is well known. Barrie
Trinder is an acknowledged authority on industrial archaeology, with a long-standing research
interest in Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge. His latest book is a detailed examination of river
trade on the upper Severn, between Bewdley and Stourport in Worcestershire, and the furthest
limit of navigation at Welshpool. The period covered reflects the wealth of documentation
for the river trade from the late 17th century onwards. The Port Books are especially
important, comprising detailed records of cargoes, journeys, vessels and their owners, and
allowing the reconstruction of a trade network from Welshpool to Bristol. This book is a
study of that historic economic network, focusing on the ‘Upper Navigation’. The range of
sources is impressive, including paintings, engravings, and photographs, which are related to
the physical evidence of the quaysides and warehouses of riverside towns, the rare preserved
river boats, and the graveyard memorials of river workers. The scope is wide, ranging from
a consideration of the natural state of the river (before the locks were constructed in the 19th
century), through fish weirs, the various types of river vessel, consideration of the different
river ports, to the distinctive community of watermen. Detailed attention is paid to the range
of goods transported on the Severn, and a picture emerges of a varied trade in coal, timber,
building materials, salt, iron, lead, ceramics, and manufactured goods. But there was also
trade in imported foodstuffs and luxuries, shipped up river and widely distributed across the
midlands, including sugar, spices, dried fruit, wine and tobacco. It is notable that in 1691 a
total of 9,000 boxes of oranges and lemons were shipped to Worcester and 3,000 boxes to
Bewdley; oranges were sold in town streets, which seems a rather sophisticated taste. Barrie
Trinder provides a clear picture of the economics of the river trade, set in the context of a
distinctive historic landscape of riverside towns along the Severn valley. The richness of his
source materials allows him to go further, and to bring to life a ‘linear community’ of
watermen, merchants, barge builders, fishermen and ferrymen – a community whose roots
lie much earlier than the 17th century. This book is an important and original contribution to
the social and economic history of Worcestershire and its wider region, and is strongly
recommended to anyone interested in the River Severn. It is provided with a wealth of
illustrations (some of which are unfortunately reproduced rather too small) and a detailed
bibliography.
Hal Dalwood

Tile Gazetteer. A Guide to British Tile and Architectural Ceramics Locations Lynn Pearson
(2005) 512 pp, hardback. £25, available through bookshops or from Richard Dennis, The Old
Chapel, Shepton Beauchamp, Somerset TA19 0LE, tel 01460 240044
Published for the Tiles and Architectural Ceramics Society, this comprehensive, fully
referenced and superbly illustrated guide fulfils its title admirably. There is an introductory
section on decorative ceramics in architecture, from Roman Britain to the present, the
Victorian period to the First World War being split into eleven sections. Its many contributors
reflect the number of people inevitably involved in a project of this scale. The gazetteer entries
are arranged by county. As well as the expected place-name index, there is also both an index
and a biographical directory of artists, designers and manufacturers. The book has to be a
standard reference work for all interested in tiles, architectural ceramics and architectural
history.
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The Black Poplar. Ecology, History & Conservation Fiona Cooper (Windgather Press, 2005)
116pp, £18.99
Fiona Cooper is National Recorder for the black poplar for the Botanical Society of the British
Isles, and clearly passionate about her subject. The black poplar is one of Britain’s most
endangered trees. Most of the estimated 7,000 are about 200 years old and reaching the end
of their natural lifespan. It is feared that the species could become extinct within the next 30
years. Worcestershire can boast a fair percentage of the national population, some 500 trees.
‘Probably the best collection left’ are the 90 or so pollarded trees on Castlemorton Common,
all male and most likely planted specimens. Commoners used young branches for rough
basketry, older poles for fencing, wattle and daub walls, and ladders, and as fuel. Malvern Hills
Conservators have undertaken a propagation programme to ensure the survival of these trees.
Avoncroft Museum has a cruck-framed barn from Cholstrey, near Leominster, which is
probably constructed from black poplar, known to be fire-resistant. The county can also boast
Britain’s most expensive black poplar, at Powick, for which a traffic island was built at a cost
of £20,000. Castlemorton, Powick and Bewdley all figure in the gazetteer of notable black
poplars. This cultural and ecological biography of a very special tree, which inspired both
Gerard Manley Hopkins and William Cowper, is for everybody interested in their environment
as well as those with especial interest in tree conservation.
Rob Havard, Conservation Officer for the Malvern Hills Conservators, reports that the annual
pollarding programme stopped for a couple of years because of fears that it could encourage
the Poplar Scab which had killed 1500 trees in Manchester. However, it is now known that the
Castlemorton trees are of a different sub-species to the Manchester ones and are fortunately
not affected by this disease. The pollarding programme will therefore recommence this
coming winter. Some successful planting of whips has taken place so that the future of these
trees looks secure. The relatively rare lunar hornet clearwing moth, which feeds as a larva
inside the trunks and larger stems of willows and poplars for up to five years, is found on
Castlemorton Common, adding to the importance of these trees.

Churches of Worcestershire Tim Bridges (Logaston Press, 2nd ed, 2005) 278pp, £14.95
Members will already be familiar with the first edition of Tim’s book, well reviewed in the
Recorder 62 (autumn 2000). However, not only are there now many more photographs, but
the quality of reproduction has improved immensely. Additions include the fine medieval reset
cross-head at Dormston; the Millennium window at Martley by Thomas Denny, who also
glazed windows in the north choir aisle at Malvern Priory; and, especially valuable, the
recently discovered wall painting at Spetchley, now covered by panelling. There are also a
number of additions to the bibliography. Even those who already have the first edition will
appreciate this admirable, revised and expanded volume.
The Folklore of Worcestershire Roy Palmer (Logaston Press, 2005) 360pp, £12.95
Even if you think you’re not interested in folklore, there’s something here for you. Some of
the information appeared in Roy Palmer’s 1992 Folklore of Hereford and Worcester, but much
is new. The author manages his wide-ranging material through ten themed chapters, such as
places, people, churches, the supernatural, music and calendar. The chapter on work includes
chainmaking (see p9), with photographs, and carpet weaving, with ballads to illustrate a bitter
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five-month strike in 1828. The cure for wen, it seems, is to arrange for it to be touched by the
hand of a dead man, and of shingles to apply grease from the bearings of a church bell,
preferably the tenor. Here also you will find the story behind the murder at Berrow in 1780,
to which Tim Bridges refers in Churches of Worcestershire. There are well over 200
illustrations, from all over the county, and 14 music examples. Not only good fun, this book
is also instructive.

From Shire:
Coade Stone Hans van Lemmen (2006) £4.99
Coade stone was actually fired clay made to a special, but not, as commonly thought, secret,
formula. Marketed as ‘artificial stone’ because stone was the preferred material for
architectural use, it is often mistaken for the real thing. The trained eye, however, will detect
that it has weathered better. When the remarkable Eleanor Coade died in 1821, the
Gentleman’s Magazine’s obituary referred to Coade stone as ‘retaining that sharpness in which
it excels every kind of stone sculpture and even equals marble itself’. The cost benefits were
also substantial. The excellent photographs consume half the book, which considers the
techniques, the products and styles, as well as the sculptors and architects who used Coade
stone, along with a gazetteer of places where it can be seen. As both Robert Adam and
‘Capability’ Brown both used Coade stone at Croome Park, this book is of especial local
interest.

The Archaeology of Rabbit Warrens Tom Williamson (2006) £5.99
Those who came on Stan Stanford’s walk around Midsummer Hill a few years ago will recall
his pointing out the pillow mound and recounting its excavation in 1879, in the belief that it
was a Roman burial mound, although General Pitt River suggested it was a warren. Such
misinterpretation has been frequent. Although the pillow mound is a common feature of the
medieval and post-medieval landscape, it is poorly documented, so the archaeological
evidence is important. The variations in plan will surprise. Their purpose was to provide a
raised area of loose, dry soil in which the rabbits could burrow. The book also considers other
forms of accommodation, the means used to enclose the rabbits – they apparently have a
considerable aversion to water - traps for both rabbits and their predators, and the warreners’
lodges. One of the largest surviving groups of pillow mounds is local, at Minchinhampton,
where the lodge is now a public house. The warrener needed to be resident to protect the
rabbit, not just from predators but from poachers.

Victorian and Edwardian Prisons Trevor May (2006) £3.50
Prisons have been around a long time. The 1166 Assize of Clarendon ruled that there should
be one in every county, primarily for pre-trial detention. The Fleet Prison in London was first
recorded in 1170-1. In 1782 three times as many prisoners in Gloucester gaol died of fever as
were executed, while gentlemen debtors in the Queen’s Bench Prison enjoyed public houses,
coffee-house and shops. Penal theory has included separation, silence, reform and punishment.
A treadwheel can still be seen at Beaumaris Prison Museum. In 1857 an 8-year-old girl was
imprisoned for three months for stealing peppermints. The book lacks an index, and
occasionally the text can get confused with that accompanying the excellent illustrations,
although in a different font, many taken from H.Mayhew & J.Binny The Criminal Prisons of
London (1862) and the Illustrated London News.
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From the 2005-6 Lecture Programme: Old Swinford Hospital and the Foleys
Old Swinford Hospital in Stourbridge is a school founded by Thomas Foley, then of Witley
Court, but earlier of Oldswinford. The first boys were chosen and entered the school on 13
June 1670; the traditional foundation date of 1667 probably reflects the start of building.
Thomas Foley gave the school the name of Hospital or New School in Stourbridge, and the
name Hospital has been carefully preserved to this day. In the 17th century Hospitals were
charitable institutions for the poor, of three types, firstly education, secondly places for those
too poor to afford medical attention, and lastly places for poor elderly people.

The school is remarkable in many ways, not least because so much documentation survives,
chronicling its development down the centuries. Most of the documentary material is lodged
at Dudley Archives, presently at Coseley, but some important papers are amongst the Foley
Collection at Hereford Record Office. The school presently retains its admission books, which
list every boy who has attended the school, usually with the names of his parents.
Few schools can boast as strong a connection with its founding family as Old Swinford. To
oversee and govern his school, the Founder named Trustees (or Feoffees as they are still
called) from influential families in Worcestershire. Amongst them were his three sons,
Thomas, Philip and Paul, descendants of whom have ever since had the right of three places
on the board of Feoffees, and this connection has been proudly and actively maintained by
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the family to the present day. The Foley family had risen to prosperity in the first part of the
17th century, by developing iron works in the West Midlands, particularly employing a
process for slitting iron for nails. By the end of the Commonwealth period, Thomas Foley
had gained contracts to supply the Navy, probably through his acquaintance with Samuel
Pepys. At that time, Baxter, the Kidderminster pastor, in praising Thomas Foley’s character,
observed that he was ‘a truly honest man’ who from ‘almost nothing did get almost £5000
a year by ironworks’.
Some of this wealth Thomas Foley invested in land and estates, buying Witley Court, and
estates at Stoke Edith and Prestwood, near Stourbridge, the latter two for his younger sons. It
was said that he could ride from Witley Court to his school in Oldswinford without leaving
his land. Tradition has it that he was persuaded to found his school as a result of a sermon
delivered by Baxter at Worcester Assizes in 1655, on the ‘Right Use of Wealth’. Baxter
described various ‘good works’ for the rich, amongst them the founding of schools for the poor
in ‘rude parts of the country’. This idea clearly appealed to Thomas Foley and, after the
Restoration, he set about his project with diligence. Visits were made to Queen Elizabeth’s
Hospital in Bristol, Cheetham’s school in Manchester, and Abingdon Hospital near Oxford (a
hospital for old people).
A small notebook, though not in Thomas’ handwriting, survives, perhaps written by his
Steward, detailing daily diet: half a pound of beef four times a week, together with a carrot or
turnip; milk and cheese on the other days; 8 pints of beer a day per 12 boys - this would be
‘small’ or weak beer, used because of the unhealthy water supply. This diet must have been
far better than the boys received at home.
Foley also constructed a fine building for the school, designed, as tradition has it, by
Christopher Wren. The proportions of the building are indeed striking, and it still stands
impressively on the Hagley road leading to the centre of Stourbridge. This may not be a
fanciful story, as Foley would probably have met Wren in London, when dining with Pepys,
as the diarist records.
The third unusual feature of the school is that it was established, not as a grammar school, but
for boys from ‘poor but honest’ families who ‘through poverty’ would not ‘otherwise be
educated’. These quotations come from the ‘rules’ which Thomas Foley himself set, and are
listed in his own handwriting in instructions to his brothers, sons and ‘friends and relations’.
No boy was eligible whose parents had ever received alms of the parish, and thereby Thomas
Foley excluded a significant group; he seems to have aimed his school particularly at those
who worked hard and had a number of children to maintain, the sons of blacksmiths,
wheelwrights, nail makers and other craftsmen.
Boys had to be between 7 and 11 when admitted, and were apprenticed at 14. Sixty boys made
up the school, 46 from named parishes in Worcestershire and Staffordshire, normally places
with which the Foleys had a connection, including six from Kidderminster, four from Bewdley
and four from Dudley. The other 14 boys were chosen by Thomas Foley or the Feoffeees
themselves from anywhere in the British Isles. This arrangement continued until well after the
First World War.
Until the late 1940s all boys were clothed, educated, and boarded in the school entirely free.
Thomas Foley had endowed the school generously. In the early years while he was alive, he
seems to have directly paid all costs. He had his own room in the school, and so did his
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Steward. When he died in 1677, he left by his Will the manor of Pedmore to the school, and
other land and property in Stourbridge, Dudley and further afield, some 1500 acres in all. He
also gave the school £2000 which was invested in land in Stone, Staffordshire. The land gave
rental income, more than enough for the school’s needs. Outline accounts survive from the
early 1680s. From Michaelmas 1688 an account book details annual income and expenditure.
In that year, the rents were valued at over £660, and the costs under £600. The school already
had an accumulated surplus of over £200. In 1750 the income was over £900 and the
expenditure under £700. After coal was discovered under the school’s land in Dudley later in
the 18th century, the financial situation was even better. No wonder the Charity Commissioners
in the 1830s felt that the school was not spending enough of its resources.
When the boys left at the age of 14, they were provided with an apprentice’s blue coat uniform
and a bible. It became harder to find apprenticeships in the 20th century, but previously the boys
were eagerly sought by apprentice masters, as being literate and numerate, and strictly brought
up. It was only after World War II that boys began to take public exams. A Sixth Form was
established in the 1950s, when the school became a Technical Grammar School. The original
concept of the Founder was thus maintained until about 60 years ago. The school remains
primarily a boarding school, but within the state maintained sector, with virtually every boy who
leaves the Sixth Form proceeding to University. Girls have recently been admitted to the Sixth
Form.
The school, with its considerable assets, might have developed into a traditional independent
boarding school in the 19th century, but the Foley family seem to have been instrumental in
keeping the school true to the Founder’s intent. Following the visit of the Charity
Commissioners in the 1830s, who complained that the wealth of the foundation was not being
fully utilised, Mr Hodgetts Hodgetts-Foley, M.P. instituted a thorough review of the
arrangements, which resulted in more boys being admitted, and a slightly wider curriculum,
but maintaining the age range and the goal of apprenticeships. Originally the emphasis of the
teaching was on ‘reading, writing and casting accounts’, as Thomas Foley himself put it. In
the 19th century, geography, history, and, for older boys, lectures on mechanical drawing were
added. Suggestions later in the century that Latin should be introduced, and girls admitted,
were firmly rejected.
The process of admission varied little down the centuries. The Vicar, Churchwardens and
Overseers of the Poor were approached whenever there was a vacancy for a boy for a
particular parish. The original return from the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of
Oldswinford has been recently found in the Foley Collection at Hereford. Sixteen names were
put forward for the 8 places (the Feoffees always asked for two candidates for each place, so
that they had a choice), and the chosen 8 were the first to be entered into the Register Book
of the School. The document is dated 13 June 1670. A letter of extravagant gratitude, dated
28 June 1670, was sent by the Vicar, Chuchwardens and overseers of Dudley to Thomas Foley,
tendering ‘abundant thankfulness’ for ‘favour towards us, by affording ye poor boys of our
Dudley some room in that foundation, and to taste ye sweet effect of your bounty and charity’;
they earnestly prayed ‘that God would bless and prosper your virtuous self and all your
offspring and relations’.
This method of ‘selection’ worked well until the 1930s. In earlier years it seems likely that most
boys entered the school illiterate. In the 19th century, the Feoffees employed ‘examiners’,
usually local clergy or Headmasters of local Grammar Schools, to set examination papers and to
report the results. Copies of these exam papers have survived from the mid 1800s. By the age of
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13, boys were tackling complicated Maths papers in Euclid, English papers requiring extensive
understanding of grammar and structure of the language, and ‘Divinity’ papers demanding
detailed knowledge of the Bible. This was the preparation for apprenticeship at 14.
Of the first 200 apprentices 50 were sent to London and 20 to Birmingham but, perhaps
surprisingly, the chosen trades were not overwhelmingly in iron working of any kind; nearly
a quarter became tailors or shoemakers; only 24 became blacksmiths or nail makers. A
hundred years later the picture had changed: nearly a quarter of those apprenticed between
1750 and 1770 went to Birmingham, only 7 to London, but a notable 25 to Wolverhampton.
The number and range of small Black-Country industries was growing and this is reflected in
the range of crafts that the boys took up e.g. brass candlestick makers, toy makers, locksmiths,
whitesmiths. Most boys took up a metal-making apprenticeship of some kind, few (6) became
tailors, but some became grocers or mercers. Many did very well: one went on to establish
Jesson’s school in Dudley, replicating some features of his old school.
Without doubt, the regime until well into the last century was harsh. An inventory of 1671
lists stocks in front of the school building. The use of the cane was frequent, certainly in the
1800s when punishments were recorded, and birching in front of the whole school persisted
at least until the First World War. The boys occasionally ‘rebelled’. In 1704 nearly a quarter
of the school was expelled for rising up, and beating and abusing their Master, Mr Perks. In
1792 no boy was allowed to ‘bring into the Hospital any pistol, gun or firearms of any kind,
not gunpowder, whether in bombs, squibs, crackers, or other fireworks of any denomination’.
Boys usually expressed their displeasure at the regime by running away. In 1850, it was
decided that all boys who ran away should automatically be expelled, although this was not
always enforced. A few years later, the Feoffees reported a ‘state of rebellion’. Only 17 boys
answered the morning bell, and then some boys threw stones at the Headmaster from behind
a wall. The ringleader was summarily expelled, and the Headmaster ordered to put any further
disobedient or impertinent boys in irons and send for two Feoffees.
In spite of these occasional incidents, there is little doubt that a stream of boys, who might
otherwise have had little or no education, left the school into the ranks of the Black Country
businesses, and perhaps contributed to the growth of small-scale industry in the Black Country.
Chris Potter, O.B.E., M.A.
Headmaster 1978-2001

From the Excursions Programme 2005
Members who went on the trip visiting the barns of the lower Severn valley last summer will
be especially interested in the article on ‘The Romans’ in December’s Current Archaeology,
pp396-403. This includes a section on Frocester villa, which Eddie Price has been excavating
over many years. It reports that he hopes to continue digging for another five years and publish
a third volume of Frocester: a Romano-British Settlement. The first two, it will be recalled,
were purchased by the Society on the occasion of the trip. The Current Archaeology article
includes illustrations showing the four major stages of Frocester Roman villa. Thanks to Ernie
Kay, who is passing on his copies, Current Archaeology can be read by members of the
Society in our library at the University.
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Excursions Programme 2006
10 May Day trip by Rail. Wren’s London Churches (not St. Paul’s). Led by Brian Ferris
We will walk in the City and see about 20 churches, mostly exteriors but some three or four
interiors as well.
18 May Evening, by Car. Tenbury Wells organised by Robin Whittaker.
The Tenbury and District Civic and Historical Society will guide us around this distinctive
Worcestershire town. Set on the Teme, its bridge linking Worcestershire and Shropshire, the
town has interesting buildings (from half-timbered to Georgian and Victorian) reflecting both
its development and its agricultural hinterland. Some of its most distinctive buildings are the
result of its development as a spa in the 1840s. These have been restored in recent years.
15 June All-day, by Coach. Gloucester led by Stephen Price and Joe Hillaby.
In the morning we will look at some of Gloucester’s most spectacular timber-framed buildings
and the Blackfriars, one of the finest examples of a Dominican friary in the country, subject
to recent major improvements by EH. The afternoon will be devoted to the cathedral and close,
in particular the outstanding East Window of 1350, the remodelling of the Romanesque choir
and the layout of the conventual buildings.
11 July All-day, by Coach. Lost Worcestershire led by Stephen Price.
We begin our day in the NE corner of the old county of Worcester in King’s Norton visiting
the Saracen’s Head and Old Grammar School, two fine timber-framed buildings and winners
of BBC2 Restoration 2004. We then move on to Old Yardley Village, a remarkable rural
survival, and finish at nearby Blakesley Hall, a timber-framed yeoman’s house built in 1590.
2 August Evening. Worcestershire Churches: Dayton, Mamble & Knighton. Tim Bridges.
A visit to three beautiful churches in the Teme valley: Bayton has a medieval nave and Norman
font, complemented with a fine Arts & Crafts chancel; Mamble has an amazing timber tower,
early brick chapel of the Blount family, and a good example of 14th-century stained glass; the
isolated Norman church at Knighton-on-Teme has splendid doorways leading to a delightful
interior with Norman chancel arch, and another fine timber tower.
24 August Pembridge and Offa’s Dyke led by Joe Hillaby, with Ernie Kay and Ian Bapty,
Offa’s Dyke Archaeological Officer
At Pembridge we visit the recently re-dated all timber bell house and the church of St Mary.
Time permitting we will view some of the 14th- and 15th-century half-timbered houses. After
driving to Knighton for lunch, we will walk along a two-mile section of Offa’s Dyke, mostly
downhill! The day will end with tea at the Offa’s Dyke visitor centre.
20 September All-day, by Coach. Wilden and Old Swinford led by Brian Ferris
We will see the famous Burne-Jones windows in the 19th-century church at Wilden, near
Stourport. Then to Old Swinford Hospital, to view the old buildings of the school (see p21)
and take tea. We may also visit Chaddesley Corbett church with its fine Norman font.
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Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, Caroline Hillaby, at The Roughs,
Hollybush, Ledbury, HR8 1EU, tel/fax 01531 650618 or email carolinehillaby@onetel.com by
16 October 2006.
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