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A Warm Welcome to New Members:
Mr G Hopcraft, Worcester
Mr Michael Gardner, Colwall
Mrs Elizabeth Smith, Hanbury Park
Mr Douglas Wilks, Callow End
Mr Guy Watson, Worcester
Mr R Batchelor, Fladbury
Mr David Attwood, Himbleton
Mr Brian Brown, Charlton

Cover Illustration:
The tomb of Sir Edmund Lechmere in Hanley Castle churchyard (see p15)
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Chairman’s Letter
Our 150th anniversary year has been packed with a variety of events. The celebratory evening
in the Commandery was a great success; we filled the Great Hall. Robin Whittaker gave an
entertaining discourse on all those past years and James Bond talked with great authority on
Monasteries and the Worcestershire landscape. The reprint of Canon Buchanan-Dunlop’s
article, ‘A Hundred Years, 1854-1954’, was launched. Tim Bridges and our librarian, Barbara
Ronchetti, put together a very interesting exhibition featuring some of our most fascinating
books, and there were tours round the cramped library.
I have been on all our summer excursions, all outstanding in interest. We repeated two from
150 years ago – to Great Malvern and Coventry; members are still discussing how the Society
arranged transport all the way to Coventry before the advent of the internal combustion engine.
We also visited Avoncroft Museum of Buildings where in particular we admired the
magnificently restored Guesten Hall roof – of special interest as our Society was formed in an
attempt to save the whole building. We were privileged to get close to the timbers when the
museum was closed to the public.
Our thanks are due to Brian Ferris, who is retiring as Excursions Secretary, for the time and
effort he has put in over many years, arranging a wide range of interesting events. The
administrative side of this job will be done by Ernie Kay, but we still need one or two
volunteers to organise excursions. If you are interested please contact me. Stephen Price has
agreed to assist our Treasurer, John Holiday, and I am grateful to both him and Ernie for their
willingness to help in the running of the Society.
The Architectural Section – a small band of enthusiasts – continues to flourish under the
leadership of Brian Ferris and I commend this group to you. They meet in the afternoon at the
Friend’s Meeting House (see p24).
Our lectures have been well attended; the new season got off to a great start with a 60-strong
audience learning about tree-ring dating from Robert Howard of Nottingham University. There
are more interesting topics to come and the number of lectures has been increased to nine.
For the benefit of people who are unable to attend afternoon meetings we have arranged two
evening ones which we hope will be well supported. For these we shall be able to use the
Bradbury Centre car park, which will be very convenient.
Yet another innovation for this season is a combined excursion at the invitation of the Midlands
branch of the Elgar Society, a day trip on April 25th 2005 taking in places of archaeological
and Elgarian interest in Herefordshire.
Plans are underway to move our excellent library to the University College of Worcester. This
will enable members to have greater access to the collection and ensure its future.
So, our Society continues to be very active. Thank you for your continued support. Please try
to bring in more members and enable us to be even more successful.
Dr John Harcup OStJ
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Obituary: Charles Mundy MA MIFA
Charles Mundy, archaeologist, died at home on 9th August 2004 aged 45.
After reading archaeology at Sheffield, Charles obtained a masters degree at Bradford. He
embarked on a career as a field archaeologist in the difficult years of the early 1980s, working
in various places, including Saffron Walden, Turkey, and Milan. He came to Worcester in 1985,
taking up a post with Hereford and Worcester County Council Archaeology Department. He
led a project team excavating a series of evaluation trenches across the western part of the
medieval city, investigating deep archaeological deposits beneath car parks earmarked for
redevelopment. The evaluation project demonstrated the importance of buried strata, and plans
immediately were put in hand for extensive excavation of the development.
The small but important site of Blackfriars was excavated in 1985-6. This site produced an
important sequence, dating between the Roman period and the medieval period. The
excavation was a follow-up to a hurried rescue project led by Phil Barker in the 1960s. In the
1980s there was sufficient time and funding for a full excavation of the new area, in advance
of the construction of the ramp down to the bus station. Charles’ team excavated a Roman road
running due north, with a sequence of road surfaces comprised of pebbles and iron slag from
nearby bloomery furnaces. There was evidence for early medieval buildings constructed over
the disused roadway, as well as some stone building of the Dominican Friary.
This was followed in 1987 by proposals to redevelop an extensive area between the High Street
and Deansway as a shopping centre. The significance of the whole development site was in no
doubt. This excavation, to be known as the Deansway Archaeology project, was by far the
largest and most complex archaeological project to date. Charles threw himself into its
planning, including the recruitment of a large team of professional archaeologists, including
myself in 1988. Charles led his team by force of personality and an intense charisma.
The Deansway excavation began in 1988 and was completed the following year, a massive
operation in terms of planning, logistics, control of a complex public-private budget, and team
leadership. Charles carried through the task with enthusiasm, commitment, drive, numerous
cigarettes and long evenings with the site team in the Farrier’s Arms. Informing the public
about archaeology was of tremendous importance to Charles. The excavation was open to the
public for over a year, and attracted 30,000 visitors. Worcester has never seen ‘public
archaeology’ on this scale.
Four large sites were excavated at Deansway. The occupation of the area began in the Iron Age,
and continued through the Roman period. Followed by a break in occupation in the 5th to 9th
century, intensive urban occupation resumed in the Late Anglo-Saxon period. Hundreds of
cesspits were excavated, next to traces of timber houses. The excavation produced 140,000
sherds of pottery, and a vast number of other finds. The post-excavation programme was a
massive operation, continued by colleagues after Charles left the County Council in 1991. The
monograph report on the Deansway excavation was finally published by the Council for
British Archaeology in September 2004 (see p21). Unfortunately Charles never saw the printed
book, but it is a monument to his achievements in Worcester.
Charles took up the post of Archaeological Officer with Worcester City Council in 1991. He
was responsible for ensuring that developers in the city paid proper attention to archaeology
in their proposed schemes: his force of personality was such that he usually got his way. In
4

1997, Charles moved on to become Digital Information Officer for Worcester City Museum in
1997 (James Dinn followed him as Archaeological Officer). Charles worked tirelessly on the
large exhibition ‘Plotting the Past, Planning the Future’ which opened to acclaim at the
Commandery in 2000. The enormously detailed 3D model of Worcester in AD 1250, produced
by skilled model-makers and based on extensive research, remains on display at the
Commandery, and is a marvellous evocation of the character of the medieval city. Charles’
enthusiasm for using information technology to spread information about archaeology knew
no bounds. His interest in the internet, and determined commitment to supplying the public
with high-quality information, culminated in the creation of Worcester City Museum’s website,
www.worcestercitymuseums.org.uk. Charles continuously developed and added to the website,
so that it developed to encompass the heritage of Worcester in the widest sense.
Charles died suddenly on 9th August. Many friends, and past and present colleagues, attended
the funeral at Hereford Crematorium on 19 August; the crematorium chapel was completely
full and many people had to stand outside. It was a sorrowful day to say goodbye. Charles is
survived by his wife Jenny, son Peter, and daughter Katie.
Hal Dalwood

News from WHEAS:
Caring for the heritage on the farm
In 1995, English Heritage discovered that a third of the nation’s archaeological monuments are
threatened by arable cultivation; since 1945 one site every day has been destroyed. Without
controls, without incentives to protect, British farmers were inadvertently wiping out the
irreplaceable evidence of the past, lacking information and understanding of the issues.
English Heritage responded by funding archaeologists in local authorities to inform and advise
farmers about sites on their land and the grants available to care for them. Worcestershire
farmers now secure around £180,000 of grant per year to protect the historic environment, with
the help of the County Council. These grants allow farmers to make the changes needed to
protect medieval village remains, moats and fishponds from damage, cropmarks from
cultivations, and restore traditional farm buildings and parklands.

Priory fishponds at Grimley.
Grant funding has helped
stabilise these medieval pools.
© Worcestershire County Council
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Against this background of loss and accelerated damage, the public voice has remained
relatively quiet, but local knowledge and contacts are invaluable in finding the best solutions
to looking after sites. Communities that value their heritage now have more opportunities than
ever to influence local land management. The government’s ‘new rural agenda’ has opened up
grants to local groups and societies to explore, understand and protect their heritage.
There is an obvious role here for archaeological societies or groups to open up a dialogue with
local landowners and farmers to protect sites under threat on their doorstep. Many interested
amateur archaeologists and local historians have a wealth of knowledge that they keep to
themselves, perhaps not aware that for farmers, protection of the historic environment pays,
and can help keep the farm alive.
Reform of the Common Agricultural Policy is pushing more funding into conservation grants,
and soon most farmers will have a scheme on their land that could protect and maintain the
archaeological sites, historic buildings and landscapes that around us. It is the duty of all with
a passionate interest in the historic environment to help protect sites by engaging with local
farmers and encouraging them to protect the sites that contribute so much to our quality of life.
If you enjoy exploring sites that you feel are in poor condition, let your voice be heard.
Jez Bretherton

An Earthwork Survey to the west of Great Nobury, Inkberrow: WSM 33627, Grid Ref SP
0209 5602
Students on work experience training - Rachel Bickley, Ben Harwood, Luke Innis, Naomi
O’Connor, Kathryn Salmon, Gregory Till and Stephen Yeomans from Hanley Castle High
School and Worcester Sixth Form College - carried out an earthwork survey and produced the
following research and analysis. James Dawson also contributed to one day of fieldwork.
The aim of the project was to establish whether the earthworks noted in a field to the west of
Great Nobury Farm represent the remains of a possible mill site. The site of a mill had already
been suggested east of the large moated site at Little Nobury, but two mills are known to have
existed in this area. The site survey, recorded on a plan at 1:2000, involved an offset tape
measure survey of earthworks over the bottom section of the field to the east of Great Nobury
Farm and south of Little Nobury. The Amman Brook, draining into the Piddle Brook, and other
watercourses around the site
were explored by wading and
walking along the banks.
Surrounding fields were
explored for features and
Round Hill climbed to get an
overview. Photographs were
taken during fieldwork and of
a ruined brick feature, later
identified as the remains of a
sheepwash, on the Amman
Brook and large re-used
timbers as a footbridge.
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Inkberrow was listed as Great Inkberrow and Little Inkberrow in the Doomsday Book in 1086
when the Bishop of Hereford held the manor with 5 hides, a priest, seven villeins, four ploughs,
and a meadow for the oxen, and a manor with 15 1/2 hides was directly owned by the King.
The first mention of a manor house at Nobury was its rebuilding in 1235 by Gilbert Marshall.
Dying in 1241, he was succeeded by his brother, Walter, whose widow held it from his death
four years later until 1267. It then fell into the hands of Joan, youngest daughter of Walter’s
dead brother, Anselm. By 1392, the manor that Gilbert Marshal had built was in ruins, and it
is not likely that it was rebuilt on the same site.
The name ‘Nobury’ comes from c1255 ‘Neubyri’, ‘new borough’. In the 17th century Henry
Dyson was living in the new manor, succeeded by his son, Robert, and around 1687 his
daughter, Anne, was living there with her husband, John Savage. The land had by this time
become a sheep walk. Of the chapel at Nobury, first mentioned in 1356, no remains can be
found. In 1392 ‘a stone built chapel with roof of shingles and stone slats’ outside the walls of
the ruinous manor house was described as in a state of disrepair by Habington. It is possibly
the building shown on the 1817 Enclosure map in the field between Great Nobury Farm and
the site of the Manor House.
A brick wall was found on the inside of the bank on the east side. These bricks are thought to
have been an 18th/19th century sheep wash, but there was also mention of a sheep wash being
used in Nobury towards the end of the 16th century. There were also some bricks on the bottom
of the brook, which could possibly have been either the floor of the sheep wash or another
collapsed wall.
Further down the brook some worked sandstones, about 10m apart, suggest that there might
have been a sluice at this point. Half way down the brook were two timber beams placed across
the banks for a public footpath. Mortice slots for tenons suggested they were re-used timbers
from a substantial building. There were also some worked sandstone bricks on both banks and
in the brook. On the west side of the bank were several worked stones that had been cemented
together, forming a wall. These stones may have been part of a footbridge.
There was also evidence of a major bridge further down the brook. Several large worked stones
were found piled up on the west side of the bank, and a few on the opposite bank. These could
have been part of a bridge. These large stones could also have been re-used from a building,
as there was evidence of some decoration carved into some of the blocks.
No fieldwork had been undertaken on this site before and its identification and function had
not been established. There were many ‘lumps and bumps’ over the whole area mostly
consisting of what looked like banks and holloways and a significant raised platform in the
central survey area. The surveyed field formed part of an old decaying orchard and was grazed
by sheep and cows. The Amman brook lay on the south east and another watercourse on the
west almost enclosing a large triangle of flat low land with Round Hill to the north. There had
been a suggestion that the earthworks could have been the site of an old mill due to its location
near two water courses although neither of these had the appearance of a leat.
The survey revealed a large building platform possibly surrounded by a moat, with an access
lane and enclosing large bank. The platform was probed with survey arrows and hit stone at
a depth of 20-30cm over the whole of the platform edge, suggesting a stone wall or foundation.
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Suggestions for site interpretation:
1) A watermill? Sluice gates and watercourses were possibly indicated by a previous
archaeological visit and documentary evidence from the Inkberrow Book mentioning two
water mills and a windmill in Inkberrow in 1323. However the formation of the stonework at
the site suggested a footbridge rather than a sluice gate, and one is recorded on the lst edition
OS map. The other structure in the Amman Brook also comprised of worked sandstone blocks,
possibly another footbridge. The boundaries of Inkberrow apparently stop short of Nobury, so
the mills listed are unlikely to be situated here. As to the mill leat, the ditch when surveyed
looked more natural than man-made, due to its ‘meandering nature’. There was no evidence
for a millpond and no suitable building platform close enough to the watercourses to suggest
the location of a wheelhouse. A mill further upstream would be more likely.
2) A barn, farm buildings or farmhouse? This structure could have supported a substantial barn
or other buildings. However, research into barns in the medieval period shows that more space
than the site seems to provide was necessary. Access would have been difficult as the
‘entrance’ to the platform is perhaps too small for the farm carts/other farm vehicles of the time
and the stream on the west would have also restricted access.

3) The site of the original manor house? The large platform could have been the location of
an earlier manor house and the stone foundations of the platform would fit the idea of a higher
status house. Stone from this site could also have been reused in the nearby bridge. Historical
evidence supports this theory. The author Robert Hunt, states, “it is necessary to believe that
the new manor house was built at Great Nobury”. The enclosure map, 1817, shows the uneven
area west of today’s farmhouse has a paddock surrounded by water. Within the paddock were
three other enclosures: (1) a rectangular area, called ‘Little Orchard’. This area is mounded,
has a possible moat and is traditionally the site of the original house; (2) a brookside enclosure
called ‘Garden’; (3) an irregular area called ‘Old House Orchard’. All these areas can be
made out on the plan of the site produced by the fieldwork survey, giving more credibility to
the theory of a manor house. Historic Farm Buildings by Susanna Wade Martins depicts the
site of Longham Hall in Norfolk, a medieval manor house situated inside a perimeter moat,
almost identical to our own surveyed site with the theory of a manor house. However Jane
Grenville’s comment that “domestic building in stone was…rare in the century and a half after
the conquest” must be considered.
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On balance it would seem that the most likely use of the area surveyed was as the site of the
original early medieval moated manor house with its adjacent orchard and garden, the whole
being enclosed by the outlying bank and ditch. It is possible that this site was abandoned early
due to its low lying situation for a better drained site on higher ground by what is now called
Little Nobury, where a very large moated site and fishponds survive as earthworks. At a later
date another move was probably made to establish a more ‘modern’ manor house and farm
complex above the site of the chapel at Great Nobury where the farm and its outlying buildings
are still in use today. Further research would be necessary to establish for certain if the
surveyed site was actually the original manor house.

Changes at the Worcestershire Record Office
On 31 March 2004 Tony Wherry retired after nearly 28 years as County and Diocesan
Archivist for Worcestershire (from 1976 to 1998 for Hereford and Worcester County Council).
His outstanding achievements in this post were marked at a retirement presentation attended
by well over 100 people including depositors, users, council colleagues, church officials and
fellow archivists. Four chairman of Worcestershire County Council were there, reflecting the
high profile he gave to the Record Office.
With his leaving Tim Porter, Head of Cultural Services, has reviewed the structure of the
Record Office, and changes have been introduced designed to strengthen its ability to meet the
new challenges it faces. The growth and importance of managing current records of the County
Council in the light of such new legislation as the Freedom of Information Act and the Data
Protection Act has been a significant factor, as have the challenges of managing records now
being created and kept in electronic form.
The integrity of the Record Office as a single unit, covering all aspects of modern records
management and traditional use of historical archives, has been maintained, whilst
opportunities have been taken to strengthen co-ordination of all the ‘heritage’ services.
The management structure has been changed, and the post of County Archivist discontinued.
Taking overall responsibility for the service will be Debbie Wilton, as Records and Information
Services Manager for the Council directly responsible for records management as well as the
strategic direction of the Office. I have been appointed as Archives Manager and also as
Diocesan Archivist, responsible for all aspects of the use and care of the historic records.
Further changes are planned which will, it is hoped, allow us more capacity for the vital task
of cataloguing the backlog of archives not yet available to the public in the searchroom, and
to strengthen our capacity to organise events and talks, learning and educational activity and
publicity. It is certainly the intention that the service already provided will in no way be
adversely affected by these changes.
As the ‘heritage’ services of archaeology, museums, archives and local studies have so many
common working aspects Malcolm Atkin, the County Archaeologist, has been given the new
role of Heritage Co-ordinator to ensure those services find increasing ways to work together
to increase their effectiveness and give a better service to users.
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Worcestershire Record Office Accessions October 2003 – September 2004
The following are a selection of deposits received in the Record Office in this period.
Accession:
13837
9 letters of T.R.Nash with Bishop Percy concerning his History of
Worcestershire, 1770s- 1780s
13839
Deeds concerning properties in Foregate Street, Worcester 1637-1861
13848
Farm records of Aston Court, Tenbury, including rentals and account books,
1750s, 19th cent.
13849
Records of Badsey First School, 1895-1999
13855
Minute books of the Manor Park Club, Malvern, 1906-40s
13865
Deeds concerning Silver Street/Watercourse Alley, Worcs 1774-1919
13870
Archives of the West Mercia Police Authority, mid 19th cent to date.
13876
Records of the ‘Whitnell Alms’ a Kidderminster charity 1648-1981
13902
Dowdeswell family, account book of Pull Court, 1774-1793
13913
Records of St Wulstan’s Hospital, Malvern 1960s – 80s
13915
Minutes of predecessor authorities of Malvern Hills DC.
13951
Archives of Russell and Dorrell of Worcester. 1930s – 80s
13952
Records of Worcester Chrysanthemum Society, 1950s
13990
Records of the Mount School, Bromsgrove
13997
Papers of Worcester Veterinary Investigation Centre (MAFF) 20th cent
13999
Archives of Braziers, builders, of Bromsgrove. 1890s – 20th century
14105
Records of Bennetts Dairies milk rounds 1937-1960s
Robin Whittaker
Worcestershire Record Office
Congratulations to Robin who has been elected Chairman of the Worcestershire Historical
Society on the retirement of Stephen Roberts.

News from the City
Events of the last six months have of course been overshadowed by the untimely death of
Charles Mundy in August. Charles’s many contributions to Worcester’s archaeology since
1985 are discussed elsewhere in this issue.
One of the most high profile developments in Worcester this year has been the resurfacing of
the High Street, which is still underway. Although this was initially seen as a ‘minimum
intervention’ scheme, it became clear once works started on site that some substantial
groundworks would be needed. These included services, service connections, tree pits, and
general ground improvement. An initial small-scale watching brief has therefore grown
considerably. Work to date has concentrated on the northern part of the High Street, most of
which was widened in the early 20th century. The remains therefore relate both to the roadway
– several medieval and later street surfaces have been recorded, as well as a probable Roman
slag surface – and to the buildings fronting it. A number of substantial stone-built cellars or
undercrofts have been recorded, and nearly all the remains have been preserved in situ. In one
10

or two places, medieval occupation surfaces survived close to the street frontage, a rare
survival in Worcester.
A smaller street scheme – the replacement of gas mains in the Edgar Street area – has also
resulted in the recording of medieval street surfaces and earlier layers. A small excavation at
King’s School examined remains associated with Worcester Castle. Further work is due here
next year.
Work in Lowesmoor has continued to throw light on life, and in particular work, in this
suburb. At 42-48 Lowesmoor (until recently the premises of Albany Fine China), assessment
and evaluation provides evidence on the development of the buildings and street pattern.
Buried remains here included evidence of medieval ironworking and tilemaking in the
immediate area. At 45 Lowesmoor, a watching brief recorded a medieval tile kiln. This is the
first kiln structure to be identified in this suburb, though evaluation of a nearby site in 1990
recovered quantities of decorated tile wasters. Evaluation of land around St George’s RC
church revealed medieval pits and soil layers, but no structural features; finds included
fragments of a bell mould.
The evaluation at Newport Street, reported in the last issue, has indicated an area of complex
and very well preserved medieval occupation remains, very close to the modern surface. These
included stone-built cellars (another survives in the cellar of one of the standing buildings
here), and hearths, perhaps within a dyer’s workshop, dated to the 14th-15th centuries.
Building remains dated to the 16th, 17th and 18th-19th centuries were also recorded. At a
deeper level were deposits of iron slag, probably Roman and up to 1.5m thick. At one point
they were overlain by a layer of peat, believed to predate the 11th century and therefore with
significant potential to provide information on the environment and landscape surrounding
Worcester at this period.
The Heritage Lottery Fund has approved a £1M grant for the Commandery, and it is hoped that
the archaeological work here will begin towards the end of the year. ‘Open access’
archaeological excavation will take place here in June-July 2005 and June-July 2006.
Finally, a model survey for management of the historic landscape: Worcestershire County
Council’s Countryside Service has been reviewing the management of Worcester Woods
Country Park (Nunnery Wood and adjacent farmland), and commissioned a detailed landscape
archaeological survey. This identified features relating to medieval open-field cultivation
(including extensive ridge and furrow within the woodland) and woodland enclosure, as well
as surviving features of the deserted Hornhill Farm. The historic features will be protected
through a comprehensive management plan.
James Dinn

The Vesta Tilley Collection
Vesta Tilley, the celebrated male impersonator, was born in Worcester in 1864. Well-known at
the end of the 19th century on both sides of the Atlantic, she was an important part of the
recruiting movement for the First World War, married Walter de Frece and retired from the
stage in 1920. She died in 1952.
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In summer 2003 Worcestershire Record Office and the County Museum, working jointly with
the City Museum, purchased a range of costumes, scrapbooks and photographs which had been
part of Vest Tilley’s personal collection. The Friends assisted with contributions to supplement
the V&A grant which the Record Office secured to buy the collection.
Vesta was born Matilda Alice Powles on 13 May 1864 in Commandery Street and baptised at
St Peter’s. She was the second of 13 children of Matilda (née Broughton) and William Henry
Powles, a china gilder. At their marriage they had been living in Tallow Hill but after moving
to Commandery Street, they are found on the 1871 Census in Wylds Lane. The last known
official date placing them in the City is the baptism of Vesta’s brother, Henry, in October of
that year. Matilda’s name on the census proves that she was in Worcester for longer than had
been previously thought, as Powles was also an itinerant music hall performer and later
manager. Around 1871/2 Powles, now using the stage name Henry Ball, moved the family to
Nottingham where he was manager at St George’s theatre.
Gwynedd Sudworth’s book provides some extensive background to her life in Worcester
before they moved away. She made her stage debut at 3 and toured with her father as ‘the Great
Little Tilley’, until she adopted the name Vesta Tilley. She was a music hall star for over 40
years, a contemporary of Marie Lloyd and Ellen Terry, and one of a number of male
impersonators at the end of the century. On tour in America, she performed with Fred Karno,
Charlie Chaplin and Laurel and Hardy. At her final performance, in 1920, Vesta was presented
with ‘the People’s Tribute’, a four-volume collection of signatures from well-wishers. This
forms a major part of the collection which has been bought, and includes the signatures of
Harry Houdini and his wife, Harry Lauder and the murderous husband of her friend Belle
Elmore: Dr Crippen.
Vesta was very popular in America and
there are many cuttings in the collection
relating to her performances there in the
1890s. There are also countless letters
from fans, stuck into her scrapbooks,
theatre bills and programmes, dating from
the early 1890s to 1920. There is,
regrettably, little of the period when she
was part of the recruiting movement for
the Great War. However the Office has a
sailor’s hat, part of one of her costumes
from that time, which was lent to the
Imperial War Museum for its exhibition on
Women and War.
After her marriage Vesta devoted herself to
supporting her husband who became a
Conservative MP for Blackpool and then
Ashton-under-Lyne. De Frece was
knighted in 1919 and there are cuttings
books in the collection of his election
campaigns and also a record of the charity
work carried out by Sir Walter and Lady de
Frece.
12

The costume part of the collection includes hats and shoes, an evening suit, and many
waistcoats, a feature for which Vesta was particularly famous. The costumes are kept at the
County Museum, while the manuscript part of the collection is at the Record Office. Vital
work on both elements to catalogue, conserve, clean and protect the collection before it can
be available for public view has progressed, and a preliminary viewing of parts of the
collection has been held. Plans are being developed for 2005 which will involve a travelling
exhibition, some theatre and creative work with schools, and possibly a musical event.
It seems that either on or shortly before her death Vesta’s London home was sold and cleared.
This collection is part of what was bought by a music hall enthusiast who kept it in his family
until this purchase was made by the Record Office. Unfortunately some items have been lost
or sold over the years, including a set of song sheets. Nonetheless it is believed that it is the
biggest and most comprehensive there is of Vesta’s acting and personal life, and it is especially
fitting that it is to be held here in Worcester.
Adrian Gregson

Worcester Cathedral Chapter House
Excavations were carried out inside the chapter house of Worcester Cathedral during 2003 in
advance of installing underfloor heating and laying a new, stone, floor to replace the existing
19th-century wooden floor which was failing. A series of excavations outside the building over
the previous 10 years had revealed a curving stone wall concentric with the chapter house and
about 3 metres from it, with contemporary foundations running inwards below the present
buttresses. The date of this wall was uncertain; it pre-dated the 14th century re-modelling of
the chapter house and from its style appeared to be possibly contemporary with the original
construction of the chapter house. The excavations within the building aimed to see whether
this exterior curving wall pre-dated the Norman work and represented an Anglo-Saxon rotunda
or was a later addition.
No evidence emerged of a structure pre-dating the Norman chapter house, and the walls found
externally running inwards towards the building did not continue inside. The foundations of
the chapter house wall comprise layers of iron slag with bands of mortar, similar to the
construction of the crypt of the Cathedral, started in 1084. What the excavations did reveal
was a large number of burials, some dating from the medieval period (half a silver penny of
?12th century date in the fill of one grave), probably the majority from the Anglo-Saxon era.
While many of the burials were in coffins, two graves stood out from the rest, both to the west
of the central pillar and aligned on the Norman doorway to the chapter house. The first (nearer
to the pillar) was a stone-lined grave 1.80m east-west by 0.50m north-south, 0.95m deep.
Fragments of worked stone, window glass and pottery show that it was infilled in the 17th
century, probably when a wooden floor was laid in the chapter house in 1675. Masons’ marks
on the stones suggest it was built in the late 12th century, as they were similar to marks on the
stair turret in the north-west transept, rebuilt after the collapse of the tower in 1175. It was
therefore thought that this might be the burial place of William Beauchamp, who died in 1170
and was buried ‘at the entrance to the chapter house’. Study of the bones - the legs in situ,
much of the rest of the skeleton found mixed up in the fill of the grave - has shown them to
be those of a man aged over 50, 1.75 m (5’8”) tall, with lateral curvature of the spine, septic
arthritis of the left knee and an earlier fracture of his left wrist. Although the grave had been
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badly disturbed, the remains of
leather boots were on the feet.
These have also been examined
and dated to 1375-1420. The
skeleton is therefore not that of
William Beauchamp!
The second grave, closer to the
doorway, had been lined with
mortar with a shaped recess for
the head. The grave was 0.50m
north-south, had a total length of
1.90m east-west and was 0.50 m
deep. The lower legs and feet, in
situ, were in good condition but much of the rest of the skeleton was in poor condition and
had been disturbed, probably when heating pipes were installed above the grave in the 1970s.
The skull was missing. There was no evidence of a wooden coffin but there were remains of
a ?woollen shroud. The location of this grave in relation to the Norman doorway would
suggest that it dates from after the construction of the chapter house in the early 12th century
but before it was re-modelled in the 14th century.
Where burials were in coffins, in some cases the wood itself survived, in others there was just
a void or an impression in the earth where the wood had rotted away, while in a few cases
coffin nails were found. In many cases stones had been placed round the skull (once by the
ankles) and in a few burials fragments of textile, probably remains of a shroud, were found.
Although a few burials were expected – chapter houses were known to have been used as the
burial place for high-ranking ecclesiastics – the number found was much higher than
anticipated. About 180 skeletons (many only partial survivors because they had been cut by
later burials or other intrusions) were exhumed, while an unknown number were left in situ.
The presence of stones in the coffins, and the fact that skeletons were cut by the foundations
of the Norman chapter house, indicates that most of the burials date from the Anglo-Saxon
period. The mix of men, women and children suggests this was the site of the lay cemetery,
not the monks’ cemetery. Hopefully it will be possible to get radio-carbon dates for some
burials, which could show whether this cemetery was associated with the cathedral founded
in the late 7th century, or with that built by St Oswald in the 10th century. The excavation was
limited in depth to only 600mm (2 feet), sufficient for the installation of the new floor, heating
and insulation, so many burials were not excavated. Nevertheless, in a few places patches of
slag surfaces were uncovered at the bottom of the excavation that may be the remains of a
Roman yard. Pieces of Roman pottery were mixed up in the soil filling and/or cut by the
graves, also a piece of Roman tile with the impression of a hob-nailed boot.
Overall this interesting excavation has probably raised more questions than it has answered. It
is hoped that study of the excavated skeletons will tell us more about Worcester’s population
in the Anglo-Saxon period – what age they lived to, how tall they were, what they ate, what
diseases and injuries they suffered and what medical treatment they may have received.
But we still do not know why Worcester Cathedral has the first circular chapter house!!
Christopher Guy, Cathedral Archaeologist
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A Sesquicentennial Souvenir: the grave of Sir Edmund Lechmere, 1826-94
The year of our 150th anniversary is an
appropriate occasion to feature the beautifully
carved cross in Hanley Castle churchyard which
marks the grave of Sir Edmund Lechmere,
‘protagonist and founder’ of the Worcester
Diocesan Architectural Society (see also cover).
The ‘Pelican in its Piety’ is the Lechmere crest,
their motto being ‘Christos Pelicano’, ‘As Christ
is so is the Pelican’. The Maltese cross in the
centre is the emblem of the order of St John of
Jerusalem (the St John Ambulance Brigade) that
Lechmere did much to re-establish and revitalise.
These and further details can be found in St
Mary’s church and Ann Tainton’s most
informative booklet.

Eliza Warrington, a 19th-century Benefactor
A serious threat of invasion by Napoleon led to the construction in 1803 of a large military
barracks on a 30-acre site at Spital Hill, Lewes, to accommodate some 1,450 men in premises
‘so substantial as to be superior to most cottages; resembling rather the small houses in the
skirts of London’. In 1804 the accommodation was increased by 1,000 and the next year
additional buildings erected for artillery. The Barracks was sold in 1815 and then demolished.
The Barracks Master was John Warrington, married to Sarah, née Norris. They had several
children, including at least one boy, John, and Eliza, youngest of several daughters, who was
baptised at St Ann’s, Lewes, on 4 February 1814. The family origins are unclear. The
Warringtons of Oswestry acquired the Crewkerne estate in Somerset. Sarah Norris, also from
a military background, may have come from Bicknoller in Somerset where her uncle is buried.
They must have been a very wealthy family for the youngest daughter to receive a sufficiently
large patrimony to maintain a sizable residence in Malvern with several servants.
Eliza is mentioned in the 1851 Census, at The Belvedere at Malvern Wells. She occupied this
house for over 50 years, though her rare residence for the April census returns suggests she
travelled a good deal or had another home. The cook, Mary Allen from Twyning, appears in
the 1851 and 1901 returns, but not in 1861 when Eliza, her uncle Robert Norris, three ‘house
servants’, a butler and groom are listed.
The Belvedere, some 5,700 sq ft, is on the east side of the Malverns, commanding extensive
views over the Severn valley and Bredon Hill. A double-fronted brick building with rendered
elevations, its dates from the early 19th century and was perhaps built for Eliza. The principal
reception and bedrooms face east across the valley; later alterations and additions obscure the
original layout of the rear. The grounds still extend to nearly an acre but originally included
the coach house and another cottage higher up. The main reception room, and bedroom above,
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was enlarged early on, say the 1860s, to provide a room over 30 feet long, but with only one
fireplace, at the far end. The break in construction is clearly indicated by the colour of the roof
slating. The extension has a bow window to the front with wooden shutters and a nicely
moulded cornice to the ceiling. A large cellar is entered from under the main stairs with a
separate entrance from the rear garden. The third storey comprises large attics and storage,
three roof lights and a dormer window having been inserted to improve lighting.
The tessellated hall floor, much woodwork of doors, doorframes, staircase etc, and some
fireplaces are original. A heavy dentil cornice to the dining room is an inappropriate later
addition. At the rear a triangular first-floor window looks two ways up the hillside and outside
is a large bell on a wooden bracket. Another curiosity, just inside the front entrance gates, is
the little cast-iron postbox, of Victorian type and free standing.
Eliza was a lady of wide interests, especially the education of the young and the blind,
founding the Warrington School and funding the College for the Blind. The former was
constructed in 1885 to accommodate the Church of England school then housed in the village
hall. Built in the mock-Elizabethan style of the time, it retains an inscription over the front
door ‘1885. National School erected and presented by Eliza Warrington of the Belvedere
Malvern Wells’.

Inscription over front
door
The architect was C.W.Stephens. The two classrooms were separated by a folding partition so
they could be thrown into one when required. The school was for boys and girls from infants
to 16, with a capacity of about 125. The headmaster occupied one of a large pair of semidetached houses next door. The school’s logbook records events such as national holidays,
Miss Warrington’s visits when she heard the children sing, incidents of disobedience and
punishments, the Diocesan Inspector’s visit, and the school’s closure on 24 May 1901 ‘out of
respect to the Late Miss Warrington who built and presented the school’. The school is now
part of Malvern Wells C of E Primary School, but false ceilings to improve the heating have
marred the interior and the lower playground has been turned into a gymnasium.
In 1881 Eliza donated the considerable sum of £1,000, the first of many such donations, to the
College for the Blind Sons of Gentlemen, for a music scholarship. These boys, it seems,
needed to be versed in the Classics in order to take their proper place in genteel society; poor
blind children did not require education of any kind. Founded in 1866 by Hugh Blair, second
master at the Kings School, Worcester, the school started at the Commandery, an ancient and
unhealthy building. Now run by Rev Samuel Forster, it had seen 13 boys on to university.
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By 1892 it was at Slaughters’ Court, Powick, but needed larger and more suitable premises.
In 1896 Eliza provided £720 for the purchase of a site at Whittington, the finest vantage point
in Worcester and meeting her wish that it should be ‘in Malvern or within sight of the Malvern
Hills’. Building operations began in November 1900. School buildings and works to the
grounds cost over £10,000 of which Eliza contributed £8,000. She died within six months, on
19 May 1901, aged 85. In the front porch is a commemorative plaque. The original buildings
comprised a central Gothic arched porch surmounted by a clock turret in Queen Anne style
with headmaster’s quarters to the right, classrooms and dormitories for 25 boys to the left. The
headmaster boasted of the lavatories, ‘the admiration of all … terrazzo floors, white-tiled walls
and Doulton fittings …’.
The school opened about June 1901 since when it has been greatly enlarged, piecemeal up to
1936 when a new wing was added; in 1960 further classrooms and a new chapel; finally in
1987-9 an entire re-arrangement and enlargement of the complex with many new residential
buildings. The school now takes about 120 boarders of both sexes, aged from about 10 to 20.
The importance of this school cannot be overstated. It was the first in the world to provide
secondary education for the blind. It has been in the forefront of education for blind children
for nearly 140 years, a leading pioneering establishment. Without the very substantial
Warrington donations it would probably have failed before the end of the 19th century.
The Blind College having received during her lifetime the £5,000 originally stipulated in her
will, Eliza rewrote it within six months of her death, so it reflects her thinking at the very end
of her long life. The detailed description of personal effects indicates her tastes and lifestyle.
The value of the estate exceeding £83,000 gross, £7,560 nett, today would run into millions.
With no children to provide for, there are many financial provisions for cousins and their
families, and friends. The Belvedere, with other properties, was left to her cousin, Mary Pym,
but occupied the following year by a Mr Rodgers, and ultimately devolved to Mary’s son,
Frederick Norris Pym. Many charitable causes benefited, including the Poor Pious Clergy
Clothing Society which received her velvets, furs and some of her best dresses, the Indian
Famine Fund, Dr Barnardo’s Homes, the British and Foreign Bible Society, Worcester
Infirmary, the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, and the Home for Waifs and Strays at Hanley Castle.
Her microscope and stereoscope, telling possessions, she left to a friend; to a York clergyman
‘six volumes of Macklin’s Bible, it being a rare and grand print’, and to her servant Charlotte
Wray ‘the remainder of my clothing and wearing apparel’ and £200.
There is express provision for Eliza’s name to be added to the family tomb at St Mary’s,
Hanley Castle, but this disappeared in a churchyard clearance some years ago. In the north
aisle is a beautiful stained glass window by Herbert Bryans, a pupil under Kempe, dedicated
to Eliza and for which she left money.
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Over 100 years since Eliza’s death, both schools continue though the Warrington School has
passed into the public sector. The Blind College survives as an independent charity
administered and maintained by the RNIB. Of the other numerous charitable gifts and
endowments, most have disappeared, hopefully amalgamated into similar bodies. The £1,000
endowment to Malvern College, the interest to be paid to a suitable school-leaver, existed until
about 1939 as ‘the Warrington Scholarship’ but has now been merged with other school
endowments. The gift lives on, but not in Eliza’s name.
Brian Ferris

William Lloyd, Bishop of Worcester 1699-1717, and John Evelyn
William Lloyd’s grandparents, David Lloyd and Catherine Owen, lived in Anglesey in the late
16th century. His father, Richard, was a clergyman in Oxford who supported Charles I in the
Civil War and in consequence was deprived of his job and imprisoned. William was born in
1627 and, unusually, educated first at Oxford and then at Cambridge University. Following his
father into the church, he seems to have been quite a political animal. In 1666, the year of the
great fire of London, he was appointed a chaplain to Charles II, a merry monarch but not a
notably devout one. Two years later he became Archdeacon of Merioneth and in 1673 Dean
of Bangor, both in his native Wales. However his royal chaplaincy demanded regular visits to
London and we can follow his career and get a vivid picture of his character from the diary of
his friend John Evelyn who often records him preaching in the Chapel Royal at Whitehall
Palace, sometimes, as Evelyn carefully noted, in the presence of the king.
In 1676 Lloyd came to live in London as vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields, not the 18th-century
rebuild we know today but that of 1544. Evelyn comments on Lloyd’s sermons here and at
Whitehall: ‘an excellent sermon’; ‘a pathetical (moving) discourse’; ‘I never heard a more
Christian and excellent discourse’. At St Martin’s in1680 Evelyn saw christened ‘a Jewess of
quality, come out of Holland’. A year earlier he tells us ‘there was brought up to London a
child who both read and perfectly understood Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Arab, Syriac and most of
the modern languages; disputed in Divinity, Law and all the Sciences, was skilful in Historie
both Ecclesiastical and profane, in Politic etc, in a word so universally and solidly learned at
11 years of age, as he was looked on as a miracle. Dr Lloyd (one of the most deeply learned
Divines of the nation, in all sorts of literature) with Dr Burnet who had Severely Examined
him, came away astonish’d and told me they did not believe there had the like appeared in the
world since Adam to this time.’
Lloyd and Burnet were amongst the guests at Evelyn’s home in Deptford, along with the
Countess of Clarendon when ‘after dinner we went to see the Observatory and Mr Flamsteed,
where he showed us divers rare instruments, especially the greate Quadrant’. John Flamsteed
was the first Astronomer Royal of the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, built 1676.
Lloyd was appointed Bishop of St Asaph in 1680, but it was the following April when Evelyn
‘tooke my leave of Dr Lloyd now Bish. of St Asaph at his house in Leicester Fields (Square),
now going to reside in his diocese’. There the new bishop met representatives of the
persecuted Quakers and Presbyterians for discussions which led to their being treated better,
several even being released from prison.
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Everything changed in February 1685 when Charles II died, after apologising to the gentlemen
around his deathbed for ‘taking so long a-dying’. His brother, an ardent Roman Catholic,
succeeded as James II. The nation had not forgotten the wars with Catholic Spain, and the
Gunpowder Plot was still within living memory. The most powerful nation in Europe now was
Catholic France, under Louis XIV, and most Englishmen feared a takeover.
Lloyd was a strong Protestant. One might expect he would keep his head down in the depths
of Wales and weather the storm, but he still made visits to London and kept in touch with
important people. In July 1685 Evelyn ‘supped this night at Lambeth with my old friends Mr
Elias Ashmole (founder of the Ashmolean Museum) (and) the Bish. of St Asaph, where we
were treated to a great feast’. On 10 November he dined at ‘my Lord Archbishop’s of York;
there were the Bishop of Ely and St Asaph and other interesting people. The dinner was for
cheere extraordinary.’
The crisis came in 1688 when the king issued an order to all Anglican clergymen to read
his Declaration of Indulgence from the pulpits on four successive Sundays. This would allow
everyone to practice his own religion without penalty and to hold many public offices. This
may sound reasonable but, even though it tolerated Protestant nonconformists, it was seen
then as the thin end of a very large Catholic wedge. Catholics were already getting the best
job and people feared they would soon dominate the country. It was not long since the Civil
War and the people of England longed for stability. They did not trust James but had put up
with him because he had no male heir and his daughter, Mary, was married to the Protestant
William of Orange in the Netherlands. However James’ wife now became pregnant and he
was convinced it would be a boy (as indeed it was, later the Old Pretender). The king set out
to bully the Church of England into submission, but the Archbishop of Canterbury and six
other bishops, among them William Lloyd, defied him by refusing to read his Declaration
of Indulgence. They were imprisoned in the Tower. Evelyn writes ‘Wonderfull was the
concerne of the people for them, infinite crowds of people on their knees, beging their
blessing and praying for them as they passed out of the barge along the Tower Wharfe’. Five
days later Evelyn went to the Tower and saw ‘the A. Bish. B. of Ely, Asaph, and Bath &
Wells’.
On 15 June 1688 the bishops were brought to trial at Westminster. The jury was under pressure
to produce a guilty verdict and kept up all night without light or water. Nevertheless they
acquitted the bishops, to great popular acclaim. ‘Bonfires made that night, and bells ringing,
which was taken very ill at Court.’ Evelyn adds that the support of nearly 60 peers ‘did not a
little comfort them, but indeed they were all along full of courage and cheerful. Note that they
denyed to pay the Lieutenant of the Tower any fees, denying any to be due.’
The sands ran out for James II. He was pushed aside and William of Orange and Mary invited
to take over the throne jointly. This was the ‘Glorious Revolution’ of 1688. Evelyn records that
William of Orange arrived at Whitehall on 18 December, while James escaped in a boat down
the Thames estuary to Gravesend. Three days later Evelyn ‘visited Lord Clarendon where was
the Bishops of Ely and St Asaph. We had much discourse of affairs.’
The Crown safely back on Protestant heads, Lloyd got his reward as Almoner to the queen.
A year to the day after William landed in England, he preached ‘before the K. and Q.,
the whole discourse … an historical narrative of the Church of England’s several
Deliverances, especially that of his anniversary’. A ‘splendid Ball and other festival
rejoicings’ followed.
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During the next few years Lloyd was frequently in London, visiting the Archbishop and others.
He was convinced that the prophecies of the Book of Revelation had begun to be fulfilled. On
14 August 1690 Evelyn wrote to his friend and fellow diarist, Samuel Pepys: ‘This hasty Script
is to acquaint you that my Lord Bishop of St Asaph will take it for an honour to be thought
able to give Mr Pepys any light in those Mysteries you and I have discoursed of.’ Next day
Evelyn noted briefly in his diary ‘Bishop of St Asaph expounds his Prophesys to me and Mr
Pepys’. Unfortunately we do not have Pepys’ record of this meeting as he had given up writing
his diary a few years earlier, believing it damaged his eyesight.
In 1692 William Lloyd was promoted to Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. On 29 December
1693 Evelyn and his wife went to Wotton, their country home in Surrey, ‘for the rest of the
winter, which with long frost and snow was, I think the very sharpest I every past. The
smallpox increasing and exceedingly mortal: Queen Mary died thereof, full of spotts.’
Evidently Bishop Lloyd, her Almoner, was with her during her illness. Two months later
Evelyn ‘supped at the B. of Lichfield who related to me the pious behaviour of the Queene in
all her sickness, which was admirable’.
In 1699 Evelyn ‘went to visite the Bishop of Lichfield, now named to be Bishop of Worcester,
who entertained me with his old discourse concerning the Destruction of AntiChrist,
interpreting Daniel and the Revelation, with full confidence of the Papacy’s fall, France’s
conversion, the final burning of Rome, which should certainly come to passe before the 36
years of the next century, still persisting in his opinion and as firmly believing it as an Article
of Faith’. While Bishop of Worcester, Lloyd spent each summer at the bishop’s palace at
Hartlebury. Here he performed episcopal duties, kept a careful account of the deer in the park
and was responsible for repairing outbuildings and fences. His portrait is in the state rooms,
above that of Bishop Yeatman-Biggs.
Life in rural Worcestershire was not always peaceful. ‘In February 1707 a house at Bretforton
was burnt down and Mrs Cornel perished in the flames. In November that year a similar
conflagration occurred at Upton Snodsbury, when Mrs Palmer was burnt. Suspicions were
aroused and it was ultimately proved that five men, one the son of Mrs Palmer, had murdered
Mrs Cornel and Mrs Palmer, stolen all they could carry away and burnt the houses to hide their
crime’. They were duly hanged on Red Hill, outside Worcester. Palmer’s farm passed by law
to the Bishop (Lloyd), who declined to profit personally by the crime and gave the property
as an endowment for a school in Worcester. This was originally in New Street, later near the
Commandery and finally in Trinity Street.
In his later years ‘there is a story, which appears well founded, of his visiting Queen Anne and
proving to her out of Daniel and the Revelation that in four years there would be a war of
religion, the King of France be a Protestant, and the Papacy destroyed … if these things did
not happen, he would give up his bishopric. They did not happen, and the good bishop lived
to the age of 91 at Hartlebury.’ In 1717 he was buried in the church of Fladbury where his son
was vicar. To the left of the altar is a large monument with elaborate flowers and foliage, his
coat-of-arms and mitre above and bust at the top. According to Pevsner ‘the arrangement is
not as it originally was’. The Latin inscription records that his wife Ann is buried there too.
Nicholas Barton
Those interested in William Lloyd may like to refer to his biography by A.Tindal Hart (1952)
and the WHS edition of the diary of his secretary, Francis Evans.
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Book Reviews
Excavations at Deansway, Worcester, 1988-89: Romano-British small town to late medieval
city ed Hal Dalwood & Rachel Edwards, CBA Research Report 139 (2004) £32
2004 has been a bumper year for the history and archaeology of the city. Baker and Holt’s
book on Medieval Gloucester and Worcester was reviewed in Recorder 69 and now the full
report on the Deansway Archaeological Project has been published. It is particularly poignant
that this should have occurred at the very time that Charles Mundy died. He directed the
project through its lengthy design process, its excavation stages in 1988-9, and also the initial
part of the post-excavation programme, 1998-91. The report is dedicated to the memory of Phil
Barker, ‘… the inspiration of two generations of archaeologists working in the city’.
The report, with 34 contributors, is effectively in two sections. The first, of six chapters, should
be of great interest to members. It consists of introduction, historical and archaeological
background, periods encountered (see also TWAS 13 (1992) 121-8), essentially from pre-history
to the late 16th century. These are followed by a discussion of such themes as soils, street and
plot layout, buildings, Roman and medieval production, completed by overall conclusions and
six site-specific narratives. The second part, reports on artefacts, ecofacts, soils and dating, is
more specialist, offering items for a wide range of interests, the reviewer’s favourites being
medieval roof and floor tiles, and coins, Iron-Age, Roman and Anglo-Saxon.

Reconstructed schematic section through burh defences © CBA
The excavations produced a remarkable range of evidence of occupation within the area. From
the pre-historic period are iron-age pits, a possible round house, a horse burial and some
artefacts. For the small Roman town prior to late 2nd century limited evidence was found: three
possible streets divided into plots and compounds with traces of animal pens and iron working.
After the early 4th century the area reverted to pasture. Then comes what for many may be the
most significant discovery. The construction of a burh, a fortified extension northeast of the
early settlement within Worcester’s Roman defences, has long been known from two charters,
of 884x901 and 904 (TWAS 17, (2000) 139-42). The Deansway excavators discovered
structural evidence of a substantial rampart. This was part of the northern boundary of the
burh, running parallel to and south of Bridge Street between High Street on the east and
Merryvale on the west, apparently following Roman boundaries. The projected foot of this
clay and earth bank conformed quite closely to the rear end of the southern series of burgage
plots on Broad Street. A trench (B), northeast of area 4, provided detailed evidence of these
defences: a ditch, a berm, a limestone revetment wall, a rampart and a possible timber palisade
(AU4045). The width and depth of the ditch at the northern limit of the northern trench could
not be established. The berm was 3m wide; the revetment wall, of re-used limestone and loose
mortar, survived to a height of 0.5m; and the rampart, of clay and soil (Fig 140), was c13m
wide. Details of excavation in this area, Sites 4 and 5, are on pp 207-34.
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For later periods interest is related particularly to topography and occupations. For the late 11th
to mid 13th centuries there is evidence of the street system, building types, including a stone
first-floor hall of some 6.4m x 10.6m, and the use of the area to the rear of the plots. The
outstanding finds for the mid 13th to mid 15th century were two substantial stone and tile
furnaces associated with casting pits for bells and ceramic mould from bell-casting. The
moulds showed that cauldrons, ewers, skillets and other domestic vessels were the staple of
the foundry. This was on a considerably larger scale than the similar finds at Sidbury in 1976.
The foundry went out of use in the late 15th century and the stone upper hall was demolished.
Most pottery found was now of local production, particular from Hanley Castle. One item,
found amongst 16th-century waste, deserves particular notice - a piece of Samian pottery with
a scratched runic inscription. Not only is this unique in England, but it also provides an
addition for the distribution map of runic inscriptions. In the cathedral scriptorium runes were
used quite late and it is possible that these record a Latin text. Thus Page suggests one
inscription could be (beatu)s vir, ‘blessed is the man …’.
All involved in the production of this report, especially the editors, are to be congratulated on
the way they have thrown so much light on life in the Deansway area from the Roman period
to the 16th century. This is a splendid achievement.
Joe Hillaby
NB. Hal Dalwood and Rachel Edwards will be lecturing on ‘The Deansway Excavations: a
retrospective’ on Monday 7 February 2005 at 7.30pm.

Tin Tabernacles: Corrugated iron mission halls, churches and chapels of Britain Ian Smith.
Offer price £22.95 incl p&p (rrp £24.95) from Camrose Organisation, 106 Main St, Pembroke
SA71 4HN or www.TinTabernacles.com
Ian Smith is to be congratulated on this, his first book, which features over 370 photographs,
his own colour, and archive. He considers the social, economic and religious background to
these buildings: ‘Out of the seething white heat of the industrial revolution shone the equally
intense light of religious revival’. Many workers moving away from the land, and working
long shifts for poor pay, sought fulfilment of their spiritual needs. Religious revival was
spurred on by non-conformists - over 20 different groups - many movements starting as tent
missions, still a feature in Pembrokeshire. The great national revival of 1858-9 led to over
100,000 conversions, 20% Anglican, the rest non-conformist. In England and Wales the
Methodists, the largest group, grew from 72,000 in 1781 to over 385,000 by 1850. The general
population increase, from 9 million in 1801 to 20 million in 1851 and 41 million in 1901, was
another significant factor. A huge building programme resulted, with over 1,1000
consecrations in the 1860s alone, nearly 800 of new churches.
The author looks at the construction of tin tabernacles, temporary, portable and purpose-built
to house the growing congregations. Corrugated iron was first mass-produced c1830s and
apparently first used for a church in London in 1855. Sold as kits from under £100, the
prefabricated churches were often erected by the congregation and were still being built in the
1920s and 30s. As funds for a ‘proper’ church failed, they became permanent. These buildings
are not confined to the UK. The California gold rush and Australian Gold Strike were
examples of opportunities exploited by manufacturers for export and there are illustrations in
the book of churches as far away as South Africa and Iceland.
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From the simplest rectangle to ornate architecture, these buildings were put to a variety of
uses. Some Baptist chapels include total immersion fonts. To quote the author, ‘Iron churches
were the perfect synthesis of industrial ability and social or spiritual need … advertised for
nearly 100 years as the best solution to the problem of fast economic church building.’

St Andrews Church, Button Oak, nr Bewdley
Illustrations include a church founded by an Afrikaans farmer in 1885 and regarded as the
mother of all Seventh Day Adventist churches across South Africa, Australia and New
Zealand. Hollybush presents a problem. The illustration is of the current church hall, of 1917.
For Combe Green Mission Hall, c1887, see the Recorder 63 (Spring 2001) which is included
in the bibliography, along with Peter Wardle 100 Years at Clows Top: A short history of the
Mission Room (1995). Ian Smith has also created a website, details above, hoping to stimulate
further research and aid preservation.

A Fistful of Shire Publications:
Robert Adam Richard Tames (2004) £4.99
Subtitled An illustrated life of Robert Adam 1728-92
Known for his work on private palaces such as Syon and Kenwood and described by Sir John
Summerson as ‘a law unto himself’, Adam was more often responsible for the renovation,
alteration or completion of existing buildings than for the creation of entirely new ones. This
book considers the influences on Adam, such as Theodoric’s tomb at Ravenna, and the range
of his works including churches, tombs, monuments, market halls, the Admiralty Screen in
Whitehall and Britain’s first purpose-built public archive, the Register House in Edinburgh.
The excellent illustrations include two of Croome Court.
The Victorian Policeman Simon Dell (2004) £3.50
This is a fascinating account of Robert Peel’s ‘Raw Lobsters’ or ‘Blue Devils’ and their
precursors, from the Folk Moot of King Alfred’s time to Henry Fielding’s ‘Bow Street
Runners’, described as an early form of the CID. Numerous black-and-white illustrations,
further reading and website details, along with 14 museums to visit complete the education.
British Orders and Decorations Peter Duckers (2004) £5.99
Starting with the origins of British Orders of Knighthood and Chivalry in the early middle
ages, as select ‘brotherhoods’ of noblemen thus bound to their monarch, through to the modern
appointment as a means of honouring distinguished service along more democratic and
meritorious lines, this book is an excellent introduction. The quality and exquisite
workmanship of many insignia justify some 100 colour photographs.
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Canal Arts and Crafts Avril Landsell (2nd ed, 2004) £5.99
The canals of England and Wales, over 200 years old, revolutionised the transport of goods
before being largely superseded by the railways. This delightful guide to the boats and their
brightly painted decorations, the boatwomen’s crafts, the boathorse and boaters’ collectables
comes at a time when they are enjoying a revival in popularity.
Medieval Town Plans Paul Hindle (repr 2002) £5.99
A practical guide to the study of medieval town plans, its introductory chapters on urban
growth and the archaeological, documentary and cartographic sources are followed by
chapters on town sites, their layout, street patterns, defences, markets, churches, suburbs and
property boundaries, with a case study of Ludlow and reading list.

Worcestershire Archaeological Society: Lecture Programme
29 November, 2.15pm: AGM and ‘The Hore Collection of Medieval Tile Paintings’
Tim Bridges
10 January, 2.15pm:

‘Hewell Grange: Landscape and Architecture 1700-1900’
David Whitehead

7 February, 7.15pm:
‘The Deansway Excavations 1988-9: a retrospective’
Hal Dalwood & Rachel Edwards, Worcs Historic Environment & Archaeological Service
21 February, 2.15pm:

‘Misericords of Malvern, Ripple and Worcester’
Dr John Harcup, Chairman

21 March, 2.15pm:
‘Mercian Royal Watermills at Wellington, Herefordshire?’
Robin Jackson, Worcestershire Historic Environment & Archaeological Service
11 April, 7.30pm:

‘The Topography of Worcestershire’s Medieval Market Towns’
Berkeley Lecture by Terry Slater, University of Birmingham

Architecture Group Programme 2004-5
We meet at 2.30pm at the Friends’ Meeting House, Sansome Walk, Worcester. The charge is
£1.50 pp. All Society members and friends welcome.
Monday 8 November.
Monday 6 December.
Tuesday 11 January.
Tuesday 8 February.
Monday 7 March.
Brian Ferris

The City of Edinburgh, especially the neo-classic New Town
Ravenna’s early Christian architecture, with examples from Rome etc
Buildings of Nigeria and North America, with Derek Watson
Figure sculpture, from Greece & Rome through to modern times
Palaces of St Petersburg, including the four Royal Palaces
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Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, Caroline Hillaby, at The Roughs,
Hollybush, nr Ledbury, Herefordshire HR8 1EU, Tel/fax: 01531 650618, by Friday 18
February 2005.
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