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Chairman’s Letter 
I am writing this a few days after the first lecture in our 2016/17 series took place in our new 
venue at the Royal Grammar School. Thanks to the previous Chairman’s efforts, I believe we 
have found at the Grammar School a very satisfactory solution to the problems we have been 
faced with, offering adequate facilities to both our members and visiting speakers. The 
acoustics of the Lecture Theatre mean that a microphone, which was essential in St George’s 
Hall, is hardly necessary, and built-in projection, with a screen wall, is a huge improvement on 
the portable screen we had to rely on at St George’s. So the point of the exercise, namely getting 
the best from a lecture which is audible and with visible illustrations, is achieved; but there is 
always a balance to be struck in such decisions, and there are some downsides. Car parking is 
rather less generous; there is as yet no hearing loop (although one is promised); the circulation 
space for refreshments is perhaps less agreeable. Your feedback on the new venue will be very 
welcome. 
 
The lecture itself, on the excavation last year on the Cathedral roundabout, was very 
informative and enjoyable. I must, however, admit to a personal feeling that sometimes the 
current orthodoxy, which demands that remains not actually threatened by development be left 
in situ for future possible exploration, is applied a bit too rigorously. I would have loved to see 
what was in that pit from the top of which a few tantalisingly interesting pieces of post-
medieval pottery were extracted! The rest of the series looks equally good; next time Roman 
Wales, then an intriguing look at 18th-century sun-dials, followed by a retrospective 
assessment of archaeology in the city of Worcester since PPG16, and to take us up to Christmas 
a recollection of John Noake, Worcester antiquary, journalist and politician. 
 
Earlier this month I was lucky enough to be present at a talk at the Worcester Museum and Art 
Gallery by our members Stephen Price and Debbie Fox on the Habington Chest. You may 
remember that this remarkable object, originally belonging allegedly to the 16th-17th century 
Worcestershire antiquary Thomas Habington, is the property of the Society, although now on 
loan to the Museum. Funds generously donated by the Kay Trust have enabled research and 
restoration work to be done on it, and a full report will appear in the forthcoming Transactions 
volume for 2016. In the meantime, quite the most interesting aspect of the story of the chest, at 
least to me, was the way in which it, or at least parts of it, was rescued by Peter Prattinton from 
the demolition of part of Hindlip Hall in 1814, probably ‘restored’ by him, given to the Society 
of Antiquaries, abstracted from their custody in the late 19th century to a collection in Sussex, 
and finally recovered and repatriated to Worcestershire in the 1930s. Given its chequered 
history, it is remarkable that it has survived at all, albeit in a ‘modified’ state. 
 
Finally, some of us are meeting to come up with an excursions programme for next summer, 
and a number of ideas are under active consideration. However, more ideas and more 
volunteers willing to take responsibility for just one outing would be welcome. Just get in 
touch. 
 
Bob Ruffle 
 
Anniversaries 
The Great Fire of London destroyed not only much of the city, but also some of the black rats 
that carried the bubonic plague which killed nearly a quarter of its population. Some 3,500 
burials have been uncovered during excavation work on the Crossrail site at Liverpool Street. 
DNA testing of teeth has now confirmed the presence of the Yersinia pestis bacterium, and 
thus the cause of the Great Plague. 
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News from the County 
A Beaker Burial and Bronze Age finds at Aldington Lodge, Evesham 

In March 2016 archaeologists from RSK Environment Ltd had the opportunity to investigate 
an area of land at the northern limit of Bengeworth, Evesham. The site, known formerly as 
Aldington Lodge, has been undergoing redevelopment for housing by Redrow Homes 
(Midlands).  

The site is located at a local topographic high-point to the east of the River Avon, situated on 
terrace gravels above the river’s flood plain. Long views are possible from this location to 
Bredon Hill 10km to the south west. The site was recorded as pasture in the early part of the 
19th century, and subsequently formed part of an extensive orchard which was cleared in the 
later 20th century. 

Excavation at Aldington Lodge, 2016. This aerial view faces west/northwest towards the River Avon, 
the cutting for the Evesham-Oxford Railway passing immediately to the west of the excavation area.  

Evaluation trenching was undertaken in October 2015 to investigate a series of linear 
geophysical anomalies. The evaluation exposed a series of undated ditches and pits which 
formed the focus of the 2016 excavation, an open area excavation covering an area of 0.4ha. 
Evidence was uncovered for Beaker-period funerary activity, a drove-way and field system of 
Bronze Age ‒ Iron Age date and associated pits, ditches and natural geological features.  

The principal feature was the drove-way, oriented northwest to southeast across the northern 
half of the excavation area; it was 5m wide and defined by a series of flanking parallel ditches 
which had been repeatedly re-cut. A series of pits and postholes was present within and 
surrounding the drove-way. A single ditch oriented northeast to southwest lay to the south of 
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the drove-way with a well-defined northern terminus 5.9m south of the southern drove-way 
ditches, perhaps representing an intended opening between adjacent fields.  

In the area to the southeast of the drove-way was a single Beaker-period burial with adjacent 
pits. There was no evidence for a ring ditch defining the limits of an overlying mound. The 
burial comprised a large oval pit (2.8m long and 2.2m wide) oriented on a northwest–southeast 
axis. No skeletal remains were identified within the pit; a spread of dark fill recorded in the 
base of the grave has been interpreted as the ‘shadow’ of a body. A stone wrist bracer was 
found beneath the shadow, and a complete beaker vessel had been placed at the eastern end of 
the grave. Preliminary identification suggests that the beaker is an early Low-Carinated* form 
and that the bracer can be equated with the very early group of black and red narrow bracers, 
comparable with those found with the Amesbury Archer and at Dornoch Nursery. The 
orientation of the body shadow and location of the wrist bracer suggests that the body was laid 
in a crouched position on its left side facing northeast, with its head to the northwest and feet 
to the southeast. The beaker was placed at the feet. A pit close to the burial contained significant 
quantities of Bronze Age pottery which appeared to have derived from one or possibly two 
large collapsed vessels.   

The paucity of cultural material from the majority of the features has precluded dating and 
phasing at this stage, but it is hoped that the phasing and grouping of features will be refined 
as the post-excavation analysis continues. A particular focus is to establish whether the 
presence of the grave influenced the position of the drove-way and field system, or vice versa. 
The analysis will also examine the wider landscape, notably the fact that the archaeological 
potential of the area has probably been underestimated, although Beaker period finds are 
known from Offenham to the north of the site. Despite the absence of known cropmark 
evidence from flown surveys of the Avon valley at this location, it is clear that significant and 
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substantial archaeological remains can and do survive on these  terrace gravels which have 
subsequently been managed as orchards and subjected to arable cultivation. 

  Excavating the beaker burial 

The post-excavation work is being managed by RSK, with finds analysis undertaken by the 
Worcestershire Archive & Archaeology Service (WAAS) and palaeoenvironmental work 
being undertaken by Palaeoecology Research Services.    

Laurence Hayes, RSK Environment Ltd 

Acknowledgements: RSK would like to thank Redrow Homes for supporting the work and the 
assistance of Worcestershire County Council’s Historic Environment Advisor (Adrian Scruby) 
with the project. The fieldwork was undertaken by RSK Environment Ltd and Formation 
Archaeology. Aerial photography was prepared by Aerial Cam.  

*Carination, from the Latin carina, ‘keel’, is the sharp (ie angular) change of direction in a pot
profile.

This exciting find is now the subject of analysis by a considerable number of specialists. As 
new results appear, updates are being planned locally via the Hive video-wall screen system 
and other outlets, in advance of full publication. Note also Mike Parker Pearson’s report on 
‘Beaker migrants. Force? Or fantasy?’ in British Archaeology (Sept/Oct 2016) 30-5  

Worcestershire Archive & Archaeology Service: New Accessions, to end of August 2016 
Since the last list of ‘new accessions to the archives’ appeared in The Recorder in 2010, a 
number of changes in the Archive Service have occurred and we have received nearly 800 new 
accessions – I don’t propose to go through those in detail here! 
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As most readers will know, the County Archives were moved into new premises in The Hive, 
Worcester in 2011/12, bringing back together for the first time all the county archives which 
had been languishing in various out-stores for some years. The Service based in the Hive was 
one of the first to be accredited by the National Archives and is regularly quoted by TNA as an 
example of best practice in service delivery and organisation. 

At the same time of course, we created the new joint Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology 
Service under the leadership of Victoria Bryant. Now four years into this venture and we are 
seeing the benefits of co-location, a co-ordinated management team and co-operation on cross 
sector projects.  

Since our last report we have had a series of deposits from organisations which have 
traditionally done so such as schools, churches, our parent organisation, the County Council, 
some local societies, the Women’s Institutes and World War One material – both these latter 
ones being linked to recent anniversaries. We have also had a few collections from closing 
organisations such as Metal Box in Worcester and St Mary’s School, Battenhall. 

We have had a number of collections of photographs, often from photographers themselves, 
including the following: 

Worcestershire Guild of Designer Craftsmen. Photos BA15134 
Album of photographs re Dodderhill Common BA15173 
Home & Communities Agency. Redditch New Town photos BA15200 
Wyre Forest DC. Stourport photograph albums BA15228 
Droitwich Library Collection includes Cyril Gwilliam photo collection BA15259 
70 Sidbury butcher shop photos, etc. BA15435 
Malvern Hillside School photos on CD BA15436 
John Ernest Ray 1930s Worcs photos BA15450 
Earl’s Croome, Himbleton photos, 1909 BA15491 
Photographs of Droitwich Brine Spa site and surrounding areas. BA15592 
Photos of Warndon Villages housing development during construction. BA15654 
Photographs re Worcester via Hopcraft photography BA15665 
Bill Meadows photographer BA15769 
c124 aerial photographs  BA15785 
‘A Trip to Malvern’ Photo album of the springs BA15870 

Some of the larger deposits have included: 

Three Counties Agricultural Society BA15172 
Records re Bennetts Farm & Dairies BA15246 
Bromsgrove District Council BA15356 
Lyttelton Collection - Cobham of Hagley BA15492 
Mamble Craft Centre BA15506 
Redditch Building Control files BA15673 
Evesham Library.  Barnard bequest BA15671 

And the range of material continues to be quite extensive, with different organisations and 
groups providing a real feel for Worcestershire’s rich history: 
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Malvern boundary markers. Clerkenwell BA15186 
Worcs Archaeological Society. Rescue Committee BA15197 
Nock & Joseland maps BA15285 
Severn Fishery/Board records BA15291 
Poseidon Fountain Restoration Society.  BA15405 
Droitwich Canal Restoration Project BA15564 
Pershore Bridge Restoration Project BA15565 
Volume of sketches and watercolours re Bredon BA15601 
Worcestershire Cricket Association correspondence BA15616 
A West Malvern Building Company records BA15625 
Portrait of Helena Bantock BA15859 

I hope that gives a flavour of what has come in but please do feel free to visit or email with 
enquiries and we can let you know if we now hold something of particular importance and 
significance for your research. 

Dr Adrian Gregson RMARA  
Archival Policy and Collections Manager and Diocesan Archivist 
archive@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Visiting Information 
Original Archives can be accessed Tuesdays to Saturdays as follows: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10.30am to 1pm; 1.30pm to 4.00pm 
Wednesday   1.30pm to 7pm 

The online catalogue contains descriptions of a significant proportion of the collections of 
documents and other items held, but does not yet include all holdings. It is very much a work 
in progress and some entries may still be in draft form. As Dr Gregson shows, there is a wide 
variety of records from many sources, both public and private. These relate to both the modern 
and historic county of Worcestershire, and to parts of the former county of Hereford and 
Worcester. See http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/CalmView/Aboutcatalogue.aspx. 

The Hive is open seven days a week, 8.30am to 10pm. The staffed Historic Environment 
Record is available 1pm to 4pm Monday to Friday. Outside the times noted above, the self-
service Local Studies and Archaeology Library, catalogues and indexes are available. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

News from the City 
This has been a quiet period for archaeological fieldwork. A number of small evaluations have 
produced mostly negative results.  

At the former Cavalier Inn, St Georges Lane North, evaluation suggested the potential for a 
continuation of the Roman features excavated two years ago at the neighbouring Worcester 
City FC site. However, when a larger area was opened up, it emerged that the site had been 
heavily affected by the demolition of earlier buildings on the site, and only some fragmentary 
features and a small amount of Roman pottery survived. At the former ZigZag nightclub in St 
Johns, the site was affected by the construction of the early-20th-century cinema building, and 
only a single pit containing 16th-century pottery was found. 
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There have been several building recording projects. An extensive survey of the buildings at 
the former Royal Worcester Porcelain site on Severn Street has been completed. There will be 
further work here during demolition of many of the buildings, after which there will be an 
archaeological evaluation.  

The former DEFRA site at Whittington Road has now been vacated and has been recorded 
prior to demolition.  The site was first developed in 1939 and was used by the Air Ministry and 

a Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) training school 
during World War II. The buildings consist of three ‘H 
block’ Temporary Office Buildings along with an 
associated canteen building and two pillboxes. One of the 
pillboxes will be retained within the housing development 
proposed for the site. 

Other buildings recorded have been the surviving medieval 
fabric at St Swithun’s church, the former fire station in 
Deansway, an unusual group of mid-19th-century 
polychrome brick garden buildings associated with the 
ruinous walled garden of Catherine Hill House, London 
Road, and a former commercial stable, also in London 
Road, built in the 1890s. 

Left: war memorial at St Barnabas, Worcester 
War memorials at St John Baptist, Claines, and St Barnabas, Rainbow Hill, have recently been 
listed at Grade II.  

James Dinn 

The Sack of Worcester in 1041 
Among other anniversaries*, 2016 marks the 975th-anniversary of the sacking of Worcester 
by the troops of King Harthacnut in 1041.  

Harthacnut, the son of King Cnut the Great (‘King Canute’), was king of Denmark 1035-42 
and king of England 1040-42, succeeding his half-brother, Harold Harefoot. He was the last of 
the Scandinavian kings of England. Harthacnut was known for his harsh taxation regime, and 
two of his tax collectors were killed by the people of Worcester. The king responded by 
ordering his earls to burn the city and kill the population, although few were killed as most had 
taken refuge on the island of Bevere in the Severn, north of Worcester. The destruction is said 
to have started on November 12 and lasted five days. 

No definitive archaeological evidence has ever been found either of the burning of Worcester, 
which would have been defended by the ramparts and palisades of the Anglo-Saxon burh, or 
of what must have been a large encampment on Bevere Island. However a single sherd of 
Stamford Ware found in the mid 20th century on the island could perhaps be associated 
(https://researchworcestershire.wordpress.com/tag/bevere-island-archaeological-archive/ ). 

One of the earls who took part in the ‘harrying’ of Worcester was Leofric, earl of Mercia, who 
is more famously associated with a more peaceful tax protest – the legend tells of his wife, 
Lady Godiva, riding naked through the streets of Coventry in protest at her husband’s tax 
demands on the people of that city. 
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There is other ‘evidence’ associated with the events of this time. Worcester Cathedral library 
has a preserved piece of ‘Dane’s skin’. This was said to have been the flayed skin of one of the 
tax collectors, who was caught trying to steal the sanctus bell from the cathedral. The skin was 
nailed to the west door of the cathedral as a warning, and remained there until the 19th century. 
According to David Phelps’ Worcestershire Folk Tales (2013), the skin was analysed 
scientifically in the mid 19th century, and found to be definitely human, though a more recent 
analysis showed that it was almost certainly pigskin. 

James Dinn 

* including 950th of the battle of Hastings (see p11), 400th of Shakespeare’s death, 350th of
the Great Fire of London, 300th of ‘Capability’ Brown, 100th of the Easter Rising and the
battle of the Somme, and 75th of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour.

-------------------------------------------------- 

Worcester Cathedral Altar Rails 
We are grateful to Pat Hughes who, having looked at quite a lot of local joiner’s work when 
she studied for her PhD thesis on Worcester craftsmen some 30 years ago, has provided the 
following additional information to add to the discussion of these interesting furnishings:  

Although I am no expert on church furnishings, for more than 20 years I have been intrigued 
by the items from the Cathedral, which ended up in the church at Sutton Coldfield, and should 
like to add some scraps of information to Nicholas Riall’s interesting article in the summer 
Recorder [93]. 

In 1556, during the reign of Mary Tudor, the quire was moved from the space under the Tower 
and new fittings were installed. There is a near contemporary account of this included in the 
Chronicle and list of Bailiffs, in the miscellaneous book of John Steynor at WAAS 009:1 BA 
2636/11.1 
This year the whole quire of the college was removed from the clocke howse unto the highe 
Altar with closure of carved boordes round about the quire, doble stalles, the hyghe stalles for 
the cannons and petty cannons, the lower for the children, and a goodly lofte wherin the gospell 
is redd. And on the northe side of the Quire a payre of organs to serve the Quire. And from the 
Quire unto the highe Alter on bothe sides closed with stone and grated with iron on both sides 
with 2 dores, on on the sowth side an [sic] on on the northe side. Also the chappell on the east 
parte of the colledge was goodly prepared, first the Alter, with a picture of our lady with her 
sonne in her armes. Both sides of the chappell was donne with rent boordes, on the north side 
was a faire chappell closed with rent boordes and within two goodly seats. Also on the sowth 
side was an other fayr chappell with two seates, and all things necessarie to the same. And on 
that syde Mr Phillippe Hawford then beyng deane made a chappell with a galery therin and all 
thinges else therunto necessarie. And  the glasse windows nowe above were taken downe, and  
new glasse was sett there, which liteneth the quire very much.’  

A footnote in the publication states that, before 1563, beds and furniture for the canon’s wives 
were fashioned from the timber and wainscot which ‘Queen Mary gave for the newe making 
of the queer’. 

1  Diarmaid McCulloch and Pat Hughes ‘A Bailiff’s List and Chronicle from Worcester in The 
Antiquaries’ Journal (Vol. 75 1995) 16 
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The later panels are likely to be those made by local joiner Robert Kettle for the organ gallery 
when the new organ, made by Thomas Dallam, was installed in 1612. In 1613 he was paid £68 
14s 8d, a substantial sum, ‘for the case and joyners worke about the (organ) loft’. (Worcester 
Cathedral Library D.243) 

 In 1634, at the instigation of Archbishop Laud, the Dean and Chapter of Worcester ordered 
new altar rails. The entry in the Chapter Act Book reads: 
‘November the 7th 1634  
‘Alsoe it is likewise agreed that the raile (heretofore approved) is made and finisht accordingly 
and sett at the head of the upper steppes assending to the Altar as was formerly intended.’ 

This rail is surely the one depicted by Charles Wilde and now in Sutton Coldfield Church. At 
the same time it was ordered that the ‘old table’ was to be replaced by an altar stone, that rods 
were to be provided for hanging an ‘Azur’ behind the altar and that the altar should be adorned 
with a ‘Pall’. (Worcester Cathedral Library A75 f.107). 

Pat Hughes 

-------------------------------------------------- 

The Battle of Hastings and the Norman Conquest of England 
When the troops of William, duke of Normandy, defeated the forces of Harold II, king of 
England, near Hastings on 14 October 1066, it was probably difficult to assess the full 
significance of this victory. William’s invasion had been the third of the year, following the 
landing of Flemish forces led by Harold’s estranged brother Tostig at Sandwich in May and a 
much more serious invasion attempt by the Norwegian king Harold Hardrada in September, 
when the invader – assisted by Tostig – defeated a regional force near York before being 
himself killed at Stamford Bridge on 25 September. The defeat of the invading army was said 
to be so terrible that twenty-four ships were sufficient to return the remnants of a force which 
had arrived in a fleet of three hundred. However, the victorious English army had to turn south 
immediately because the king learned that another invasion fleet had arrived at Pevensey only 
three days after the encounter at Stamford Bridge, landing Duke William with a powerful army. 

The English forces which faced the Norman invaders and their allies – who had begun to move 
towards them from the old Roman fort at Pevensey when they learned that the king was 
approaching – had just been victorious and they were probably more numerous than Duke 
William’s forces. However, their military effectiveness was lower than that of the foreign 
troops, a coherent and disciplined army made up of feudal tenants, mercenaries and adventurers 
with a significant element of trained cavalry and archers. King Harold’s forces consisted 
largely of foot soldiers, he had no archers and only a few trained fighters on horseback. Despite 
its recent success this was an old-fashioned army, unfamiliar with modern warfare which 
required training, discipline and good equipment. They were also unfamiliar with the new 
methods of castle building. King Harold’s followers had suffered losses in the battle at 
Stamford Bridge and the rush from the North to meet the new threat will also have taken its 
toll because there was little organised logistical support. On the day of the battle they were 
faced with a mobile enemy who could operate from a distance with its archers. The English 
foot soldiers could only take up a defensive position on the high ground, Telham Hill. They 
could but watch Duke William’s troops approach, with the archers and crossbowmen in the 
first rank, his infantry in the second and his cavalry arranged behind in three divisions. Without 
horsemen and archers of their own they had to wait for the assault while being subjected to the 
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There is other ‘evidence’ associated with the events of this time. Worcester Cathedral library 
has a preserved piece of ‘Dane’s skin’. This was said to have been the flayed skin of one of the 
tax collectors, who was caught trying to steal the sanctus bell from the cathedral. The skin was 
nailed to the west door of the cathedral as a warning, and remained there until the 19th century. 
According to David Phelps’ Worcestershire Folk Tales (2013), the skin was analysed 
scientifically in the mid 19th century, and found to be definitely human, though a more recent 
analysis showed that it was almost certainly pigskin. 

James Dinn 

* including 950th of the battle of Hastings (see p11), 400th of Shakespeare’s death, 350th of
the Great Fire of London, 300th of ‘Capability’ Brown, 100th of the Easter Rising and the
battle of the Somme, and 75th of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour.

-------------------------------------------------- 

Worcester Cathedral Altar Rails 
We are grateful to Pat Hughes who, having looked at quite a lot of local joiner’s work when 
she studied for her PhD thesis on Worcester craftsmen some 30 years ago, has provided the 
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Altar with closure of carved boordes round about the quire, doble stalles, the hyghe stalles for 
the cannons and petty cannons, the lower for the children, and a goodly lofte wherin the gospell 
is redd. And on the northe side of the Quire a payre of organs to serve the Quire. And from the 
Quire unto the highe Alter on bothe sides closed with stone and grated with iron on both sides 
with 2 dores, on on the sowth side an [sic] on on the northe side. Also the chappell on the east 
parte of the colledge was goodly prepared, first the Alter, with a picture of our lady with her 
sonne in her armes. Both sides of the chappell was donne with rent boordes, on the north side 
was a faire chappell closed with rent boordes and within two goodly seats. Also on the sowth 
side was an other fayr chappell with two seates, and all things necessarie to the same. And on 
that syde Mr Phillippe Hawford then beyng deane made a chappell with a galery therin and all 
thinges else therunto necessarie. And  the glasse windows nowe above were taken downe, and  
new glasse was sett there, which liteneth the quire very much.’  

A footnote in the publication states that, before 1563, beds and furniture for the canon’s wives 
were fashioned from the timber and wainscot which ‘Queen Mary gave for the newe making 
of the queer’. 

1  Diarmaid McCulloch and Pat Hughes ‘A Bailiff’s List and Chronicle from Worcester in The 
Antiquaries’ Journal (Vol. 75 1995) 16 
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The later panels are likely to be those made by local joiner Robert Kettle for the organ gallery 
when the new organ, made by Thomas Dallam, was installed in 1612. In 1613 he was paid £68 
14s 8d, a substantial sum, ‘for the case and joyners worke about the (organ) loft’. (Worcester 
Cathedral Library D.243) 
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new altar rails. The entry in the Chapter Act Book reads: 
‘November the 7th 1634  
‘Alsoe it is likewise agreed that the raile (heretofore approved) is made and finisht accordingly 
and sett at the head of the upper steppes assending to the Altar as was formerly intended.’ 

This rail is surely the one depicted by Charles Wilde and now in Sutton Coldfield Church. At 
the same time it was ordered that the ‘old table’ was to be replaced by an altar stone, that rods 
were to be provided for hanging an ‘Azur’ behind the altar and that the altar should be adorned 
with a ‘Pall’. (Worcester Cathedral Library A75 f.107). 

Pat Hughes 

-------------------------------------------------- 
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had arrived in a fleet of three hundred. However, the victorious English army had to turn south 
immediately because the king learned that another invasion fleet had arrived at Pevensey only 
three days after the encounter at Stamford Bridge, landing Duke William with a powerful army. 

The English forces which faced the Norman invaders and their allies – who had begun to move 
towards them from the old Roman fort at Pevensey when they learned that the king was 
approaching – had just been victorious and they were probably more numerous than Duke 
William’s forces. However, their military effectiveness was lower than that of the foreign 
troops, a coherent and disciplined army made up of feudal tenants, mercenaries and adventurers 
with a significant element of trained cavalry and archers. King Harold’s forces consisted 
largely of foot soldiers, he had no archers and only a few trained fighters on horseback. Despite 
its recent success this was an old-fashioned army, unfamiliar with modern warfare which 
required training, discipline and good equipment. They were also unfamiliar with the new 
methods of castle building. King Harold’s followers had suffered losses in the battle at 
Stamford Bridge and the rush from the North to meet the new threat will also have taken its 
toll because there was little organised logistical support. On the day of the battle they were 
faced with a mobile enemy who could operate from a distance with its archers. The English 
foot soldiers could only take up a defensive position on the high ground, Telham Hill. They 
could but watch Duke William’s troops approach, with the archers and crossbowmen in the 
first rank, his infantry in the second and his cavalry arranged behind in three divisions. Without 
horsemen and archers of their own they had to wait for the assault while being subjected to the 
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archers’ and crossbowmen’s missiles. As it turned out, the English troops were no match for 
the well-disciplined Norman army which could launch sudden attacks and feign retreats only 
to move around and encircle its pursuers. Unable to maintain a defensive position over a long 
period of time the defensive ranks broke after King Harold was killed by an arrow. The 
Conqueror later founded a Benedictine monastery on the site of the encounter, Battle Abbey, 
the high altar of its church allegedly on the spot where Harold II had died. 

www.bayeuxtapestry.org.uk/Bayeux31.htm: the death of Harold. copyright Reading Museum 

The Norman victory was not tantamount to a Norman conquest of England and the fact that the 
duke of Normandy had been promised the succession by Edward the Confessor, a claim 
supported by the pope as well as the Emperor, had little impact on the unfolding situation. It 
seems that London, Duke William’s next destination, resisted for some time and that his 
coronation in Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day 1066 was only possible after resistance 
gradually collapsed when the city had been isolated. Rebellions continued and the new king’s 
march to the North and his return was marked by the construction of castles at Warwick, 
Nottingham, York, Lincoln, Huntingdon and Cambridge. A firm hold over the English 
kingdom was only gradually obtained when, after further uprisings and another Scandinavian 
invasion, the old elite had been replaced by new lords. Only in 1071 could the Conqueror claim 
to rule his new kingdom securely, while the threat of further invasions continued. 

The Norman conquest of England was merely one aspect of Norman expansion in this period. 
At the same time Norman warriors and settlers obtained a foothold in Sicily, where another 
Norman kingdom was established in the first half of the twelfth century. For England there 
were to be far-reaching consequences. Apart from a new dynasty and a new social elite which 
controlled the land and soon also the Church, innovative administrative mechanisms were 
introduced. At the end of 1085 it was decided to send commissioners through all counties who 
were to establish the identity of the landholders, their properties including animals, ploughs 
and tenants. The Domesday inquest led to a wealth of detail on landholding. The anonymous 
writer of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for 1085 was scandalised by this intrusion of the state. 
The information demanded by the king was so detailed that ‘there was not one single hide, nor 
a yard of land, nay, moreover (it is shameful to tell, though he thought it no shame to do it), 
not even an ox, nor a cow, nor a swine was there left, that was not set down in his writ’. For 
Worcestershire more than three hundred places were recorded and described in Domesday 
Book, listing more than 3500 households with additional detail on farm animals and equipment. 
No doubt dynastic change had brought social as well as legal change in its wake, perhaps more 
so than later accessions of new royal families in England. 

Dr Jens Röhrkasten 
University of Birmingham 
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Notes: Reading Museum has a full-size copy of the Bayeux Tapestry in a purpose-built gallery. 
70 metres long, it was made by 35 skilled Victorian women embroiderers in 1885. Explore 
online at http://www.bayeuxtapestry.org.uk/ The French journal L’Histoire devotes a quarter 
of its issue 424 (June 2016) to Guillaume, ‘bâtard ou Conquérant?’, with a cross-referring 
editorial on Brexit http://www.lhistoire.fr/parution/mensuel-424 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Recent Publications: 

Robin Jackson, Huntsman’s Quarry, Kemerton: A Late Bronze Age settlement and 
landscape in Worcestershire (Oxbow Books 2015) 192 pp, £30. 

This book is a detailed analysis of the results of archaeological work carried out from 1994 to 
1996 in advance of quarrying in South Worcestershire. The site lies to the southwest of Bredon 
Hill and north of the Carrant Brook, a tributary of the River Avon. 

Although there was limited evidence for earlier activity, the majority of finds and features dated 
from the Late Bronze Age and covered a timespan of c.150 years in the twelfth and eleventh 
centuries cal BC. The features recorded included two phases of field system, numerous 
waterholes and several roundhouses with associated pits and structures. Study of the finds, 
animal bones and environmental samples showed that the settlement here relied heavily on a 
pastoral economy based on sheep and cattle, although there was some evidence for the 
cultivation of cereals and possibly flax. The sheep appear to have been kept more for their milk 
and wool than their meat while the cattle provided milk and traction. However in both cases it 
is likely that the animals were eaten at the end of their productive lives. Pigs were also kept, in 
this case for their meat. 

The recovery of over 150 mould and wrap fragments associated with bronze working indicates 
that this was another significant activity. The fragments were mainly from the production of 
weapons but no bronze objects were actually found on the site. 

Unfortunately, because of medieval and later ploughing, no occupation levels survived and 
stratigraphic relationships between features were rare. However, based on study of the finds 
and radiocarbon dating, five settlement zones have been identified. The analysis suggest that 
each zone may have been occupied for a generation or so, a period of about 30 years, with 
ritual activity marking both the foundation and abandonment of each zone. 

This book clearly shows the importance of this site, the first of its kind to be studied in this 
county (and indeed this region) and compares it favourably with similar settlements found in 
the Thames Valley. It is a valuable contribution to our knowledge of the Late Bronze Age. 

Chris Guy 

Stanbrook Abbey A history of the community up to the present day Pamela Hurle (2016) 
98pp, £9.99  
This moving history commences in the 17th century when, we are told, 21 religious 
communities for Roman Catholic women were established under the umbrella of the English 
Benedictine Congregation. The political and religious situation in England necessitated 
foundations abroad, notably in Flanders and northern France.  
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In 1623 eight young women, some only 15-17 years old, left England for Cambrai, via Douai. 
They were funded by Thomas More’s great-grandson Cresacre, whose daughter Helen was 
their leader. The community was granted abbey status in 1641, during the long abbacy of Dame 
Catherine Gascoigne who had the strength of character to refuse to surrender their books to the 
General Chapter. In 1651 some nuns left for Paris where they founded a daughter house, which 
eventually moved to Colwich, Staffordshire*. Benefitting from the dowries of nuns from 
affluent families, by the mid 18th century the Cambrai convent was called ‘Paradise’; Dame 
Felicitas Corrigan noted its ‘positive luxury’ compared with life at Stanbrook two centuries 
later. This changed with the French revolution, when the nuns were imprisoned. They were 
more fortunate that the Carmelite nuns whose martyrdom inspired Poulenc’s opera Dialogues 
des Carmélites, and whose relics are still treasured at Stanbrook Abbey; of 21 who left 
Cambrai, 17 survived to return to England in 1795. 

After 12 years at Woolton near Liverpool, the Cambrai nuns moved to Salford where they 
stayed until 1836 when, with a bit of subterfuge, they moved to Powick and started to transform 
Stanbrook Hall into the Abbey. Here the community also was transformed, from the ‘pious, 
happy little family’ it had become to a monastic community of high standards; ‘nowhere’, in 
1897, could ‘the chant of the church be heard to greater perfection’. This required a new church 
where ritual, liturgy and music could be properly celebrated, for which E.W.Pugin was 
commissioned.     

A chapter, ‘Enclosed Nuns with Unenclosed Minds’, includes the remarkable friendships of 
Dame Laurentia McLachlan with Sir Sydney Cockerell and George Bernard Shaw, and of 
Dame Felicitas Corrigan with Alec Guinness. Dame Laurentia wrote Stanbrook Abbey: a 
sketch of its history, 1625-1925, by a Nun of the same abbey (1925) and was awarded the Pope’s 
Bene Merenti medal for her contribution to church music. The highly successful Stanbrook 
Press published its own The Stanbrook Abbey Press ninety-two years of its history in 1976.  
The final chapter looks at ‘Changes in the Roman Catholic Church and to Stanbrook’, leading 
to the community’s move to Yorkshire in 2009. There follow appendices on ‘The Origins of 
Christian Monasticism’ and ‘Medieval Religious Supremacy and the Rise of National Feeling’, 
a glossary, bibliography and a note of three literary works associated with the community. The 
book is generously and informatively illustrated.  

Pamela Hurle describes the life of this community, which included teaching as well as copying 
and translating religious manuscripts, and gives us pen pictures of some impressive individuals. 
As she states, Stanbrook Abbey is part of our national religious heritage, but her book is 
especially welcome to those of us who, whilst aware of it in our midst until the move to 
Yorkshire in 2009, had little knowledge of this aspect of our local history. 

*To see the ‘mature oak tree’ that has grown from ‘the tiny acorn planted … in 1623’, 
http://www.stanbrookabbey.org.uk/page-ourroots.html. Also ‘Records of the English 
Benedictine nuns at Cambrai (now Stanbrook) 1620-1793’ Miscellanea VIII (Catholic Record 
Society, 1913) at https://archive.org/details/miscellaneaviii08cathuoft.

Offa’s Dyke – the beginners’ guide. A short history of Britain’s longest ancient monument
ed Jim Saunders Offa’s Dyke Association (2016) 26pp, £3.50 

A far cry from the book reviewed by Ernie Kay in the last edition (Recorder 93, pp16-17), this 
new guide, written by Ian Bapty, Ian Dormor and Jim Saunders, is just what it says. It covers 
such topics as ‘What is Offa’s Dyke?’, ‘Where is it?’, who was Offa and ‘How did he do it?’, 
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some telling quotations from Gerald of Wales, George Borrow, Frank Stenton and 2014 news 
reports, as well as information on the Offa’s Dyke Path, the Centre at Knighton and further 
reading. Excellent colour photographs by Jim Saunders take up some half of the booklet, and 
an OS-based map shows the Dyke very clearly in relation to the English-Welsh border. A most 
useful publication. 

Two publications by Mike Dunn Cicerone Press
Offa’s Dyke Map Booklet £9.95 
This compact booklet of Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 maps shows the full 177-mile route, 
providing all of the mapping you need to complete the trail. 

Offa’s Dyke Path, £16.95 
This guidebook is split into 12 stages with suggestions for planning alternative itineraries. With 
1:25K OS map booklet. 

Victoria County History News 
The next Herefordshire short, on Bosbury, is due out in October, price £12.  
Gloucestershire Vol 13, covering the parishes of Ashleworth, Bulley, Elmore, Hartpury, 
Lassington, Maisemore, Minsterworth, Norton, Rudford & Highleadon, Sandhurst, Tibberton, 
Twyning and Upleadon was launched in September. Until 1 January 2017 Boydell & Brewer 
offers a 25% discount: £71.25 (rrp £95.00) plus p&p.  
To claim the discount quote the offer code BB041. Order by phone 01243 843 291; email 
customer@wiley.com; online www.boydellandbrewer.com; or via Jonathan Comber, 
Jonathan.Comber@easynet.co.uk or 01684-577134. He can also obtain any VCH red volume 
in print and older than 3 years old for £28 incl p&p ‒ this includes Worcestershire volume 1. 

Another Archaeological Society’s Sesquicentenary: Cumberland and Westmorland 
Antiquarian and Archaeological Society, 1866-2016 

Our Society celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2004, but we have just received, as part of one 
of our Transactions exchange arrangements, a volume from the Cumberland and Westmorland 
Antiquarian and Archaeological Society which is celebrating its own 150th this year. As part 
of their celebrations they have produced a substantial history of the Society entitled ‘Revealing 
Cumbria’s Past’, which has been funded by a bequest from a member’s estate.

Anyone interested in the development and history of local archaeological societies generally 
will find much to interest them in this volume. As well as a narrative of the Society’s doings 
and publications it also has a series of chapters covering developments over this period in a 
number of thematic areas such as Archaeology, Vernacular Buildings, Landscape, Industrial 
Archaeology and Social and Political History. Whilst these naturally focus on their own area 
there are themes and conclusions that make interesting parallels and contrasts with our own 
county. 

A concluding chapter entitled ‘Anniversary Reflections’ raises issues with which we are very 
familiar. Whilst from the start the CWAAS did not concern itself, as ours did, with ecclesiology 
and architectural styles, it has grappled with the tensions between ‘Antiquarianism’ (which has 
often been unfairly maligned and its achievements underplayed) and ‘Archaeology’ and the 
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associated relationship to the academic study of history. The CWAAS authors celebrate 
features of their Society which I think chime with our own experience: they note its ability to 
maintain involvement by both amateurs and professionals, to mutual benefit; and they consider 
their journal has never become the exclusive preserve of professionals and university 
academics, and has maintained a range of contributions including serious amateurs. This is 
very much what our Society has aimed to achieve. 

One feature of which I was very jealous was an appendix with images and biographical details 
of all 36 of their Presidents (the equivalent of our Chairmen). For many years I have been trying 
to assemble a complete set of images of our Presidents and Chairmen, but I still have gaps*. 

Finally, I was amused to read that in the 1960s a subversive expansion of their initials CWAAS 
was in circulation. This was that it stood for ‘The Cumbersome and Wearisome Antique and 
Arcane Society’ ‒ I trust this does not reflect members’ experience of our own Society! 

The volume will be lodged in our Library in the near future. 
Robin Whittaker 

*A.H.Whinfield (1915-16); C.J.Houghton (1917); Canon J.H.Blake (1926-28); Canon C.Price
(1929); Canon R.A.Wilson (1930-32); W.H.Knowles (1936-38); Philip Leicester (1952-55);
W.Peplow (1967-70); Audrey Pettigrew (1985-88). If you can help email
robin.whittaker@btinternet.com.

Linking Documents with a Building’s Architectural History: 31-35 High Street, 
Droitwich 
In August 2014 dendrochronology (tree-ring dating) sampling was carried out on a shop in 
Droitwich High Street, No. 33, which is listed as 18th century in date. Although the 
commissioners of the sampling, members of the HLF-funded project Historic Droitwich: Its 
Streets and People, had long suspected that this building might be 16th century, to our surprise 
the results showed that a key structural timber was felled in the autumn of 1339 and this 
demonstrated that the building, originally an open hall and with many timbers still in place, 
was constructed in 1340, which made it the oldest timber-frame domestic building yet 
identified in Droitwich, and the 2nd or 3rd oldest such building in the county (so far). The 
property to the east (No. 35), now apparently almost entirely brick but with a few timbers 
visible, is thought to have been the service wing to the open hall, therefore likely to have had 
two rooms on the ground floor and a chamber above. (see also Recorder 92, pp9-10) 

Analysis of an inserted ceiling support beam in No. 33 yielded a felling date of winter 1593, 
so the building had been converted from an open hall to a two-storey construction in the spring 
of 1594, when Elizabeth I was on the throne and the Armada’s defeat in 1588 was very recent 
history! But could the project tie the dendro results and the architectural history of the building 
to any documents?  

It is important to understand that, as well as the open hall and presumed service wing, the 
complex includes a magnificent two-storey solar cross-range which is now 31 High St, and is 
dated on stylistic grounds to around 1400. The solar on the first floor, described by the late 
Freddie Charles as the finest in the county, has an open roof with cusped windbraces on two 
levels and moulded tie-beams and collars, with inserted (later) Tudor emblems. (see photo) 
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associated relationship to the academic study of history. The CWAAS authors celebrate 
features of their Society which I think chime with our own experience: they note its ability to 
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Robin Whittaker 
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(1929); Canon R.A.Wilson (1930-32); W.H.Knowles (1936-38); Philip Leicester (1952-55);
W.Peplow (1967-70); Audrey Pettigrew (1985-88). If you can help email
robin.whittaker@btinternet.com.
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Earlier this year a series of documents came to light in Worcestershire Archive which, from 
the information given about the components of the building complex and surrounding owners 
and properties, makes it certain that these documents do refer to what is now 31-35 High Street 
in Droitwich.  

It starts with an Indenture of 1624, made between John Gower and Edward Barrett & William 
Andrews, and describes a ‘great messuage or tenement’ with [High] Street to the south and ‘the 
Brooke commonly called Sallow Brooke’ [the river Salwarpe] on the north, and mentions halls, 
chambers, rooms, solars, cellars, houses, edifices, buildings, stables, backsides, ways, entries, 
outhouses, yards and gardens together with ‘two seals’ (flimsy salt-making shelters), one hovel 
and three cribs (thought to be some kind of container for a defined measure of salt, possibly 
like a manger).  

Roof of the first-floor solar great chamber in No 31 High St 

Better yet, an earlier Indenture of Leasing made by John Gower’s father, Thomas, is recited 
which dates to 10 November 1610, the 8th year of James I, by which Thomas obviously leased 
to his younger son John for 1000 years these premises, which Thomas had recently purchased 
from Richard Foster, ‘late of Droitwich Gent deceased’ and his son and heir Francis. (Might 
we have here the name of the owner who caused the open hall, now No. 33, to be ceiled in 
1594 so that first-floor chambers were created?) The consideration in the 1624 Indenture 
included marriage between John Gower and Alice Barrett, eldest daughter of ‘the said Edward 
Barrett’ who paid £200 to John Gower as a marriage portion, in return for which John Gower 
granted, assigned and set over to Edward Barrett and William Andrews ‘the aforesaid Great 
Messuage’ for the remainder of the term of 1000 years, although John and Alice and their 
lawfully begotten heirs would receive the ‘Rents, Issues and Proffits thereof’. A further 
Indenture of 1651 records a settlement of these premises made between Edward Barrett and his 
grandson Thomas Gower (son of John and Alice Gower, Alice now being a widow and 
executrix of her husband’s Will); and Thomas Barrett of Droitwich [relationship if any not 
known but possibly a brother or son of the Edward from 1610 and 1624] and Edward Barrett 
son of Edward [the Edward from 1610 and 1624], presumably Alice’s brother. Alice, her son 
Thomas and his sister Elizabeth are variously provided for by being allowed ‘to hold and enjoy 
the same Premises and the Rents Issues and Proffitts hereof’ in turn, starting with Alice, then 
after her death Thomas, and if he dies without issue, Elizabeth would benefit ‒ or ‘such person 
or persons as the said Thomas Gower ... and the survivor of them [Thomas and Alice] ... shall 
direct and appoint’, for the 950 years remaining of the earlier lease.  
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From a 1681 Indenture we learn that Thomas Gower died without issue but his heir was his 
brother John; and that Alice Gower, his mother, had by a Deed Poll of April 1655 directed 
Thomas Barrett and Edward Barrett the son, or their survivor, that after Alice’s decease they 
should permit Elizabeth Gower (or her future husband) to hold and enjoy the said premises and 
rents until her brother (Thomas’s brother and heir) John, should pay her (or her future husband) 
£400; that Elizabeth did indeed get married, to Jonas Hanbury of Droitwich, and they had three 
sons, John, Jonas and Thomas; that Jonas senior died intestate so Elizabeth took out 
Administration and in her Will of 3 November 1667 bequeathed the premises to her three sons, 
after which she herself soon died; and that Jonas junior also died intestate, so his brothers John 
and Thomas were granted Administration. By this Indenture Edward Barrett and John Hanbury, 
son of Elizabeth and Jonas, in consideration of £110 paid to John, sell one half of the premises 
to Richard Wescott of Droitwich for the remainder of the 950 years.  

Three years later, in 1684, Elizabeth and Jonas’s youngest son Thomas together with Edward 
Barrett sold the other half of the premises to Richard Wescott, the considerations being five 
shillings to Edward Barrett and £210 to Thomas Hanbury, again for the remainder of the 950 
years. (It would be legitimate to assume from these two Indentures that the first half was sold 
by John Hanbury, leaving his brother Thomas in possession of and perhaps residing in the other 
half, and that three years later Thomas decided to sell his half also. It’s interesting that Thomas 
received £100 more for his half than John did for his. Perhaps Thomas’s half included the 
impressive solar cross-range.) 

Various other Indentures up to 1690 show that the premises were divided into four tenements, 
one of which remained occupied by Richard Wescott (a tanner) who married Ruth Gyles of 
Powick and received a marriage portion of £400, and conveyed the premises to Charles 
Whitaker of Powick and John Philpott of North Piddle but Richard and his assignees, including 
Ruth and their surviving lawfully begotten children, would continue to receive the ‘Rent Issues 
and proffitts’. Elizabeth Hale and Ann Wescott, daughters of Richard and Ruth and Richard’s 
Executors, together with Elizabeth’s husband Thomas (also a tanner), directed Charles 
Whitaker and John Philpott to convey the premises, then divided into several tenements, to 
John French of Droitwich Gent for the remainder of the 950 years ‒ but in trust for Thomas 
and Elizabeth Hale and Ann Wescott and their heirs. In 1690 a quinquepartite Indenture sees 
the use of the said messuage or tenement appointed so that Thomas and Elizabeth Hale have 
one half and Ann Wescott the other. Ann later marries into the Bayliss family of St John 
Bedwardine near Worcester. 

A 1724 Agreement records Thomas and Elizabeth Hale and their son Richard, and Ann Bayliss 
and her son Joseph, all being ‘seized in fee simple of that piece of ground’ in St Andrew’s 
parish, late in the possession of Gilbert Penrice the Elder who had held it for a long term of 
years, and on which stood several seales or houses to make salt, and assuming that there was 
‘good Brine or Rock Salt in the same Ground under the earth called the Talc in case Endeavours 
were used to find out the same’, granting to Coningsbury Norbury Esq, Henry Wood Gent, 
Gilbert Wheeler Gent, and Samuel Whitlaw (or Whitloe) Panmaker, all of Droitwich, leave ‒ 
but only until 25 February next ‒ to ‘Bore and Sink for Brine or Rock Salt and to be at all 
charges in Doing the same’ (that is, they paid all the costs). Any brine or salt found would be 
split with 20% to be shared by Thomas, Elizabeth, Richard, Ann and Joseph, and 80% going 
to the ‘venture capitalists’. Each pledges to pay a penalty of £1000 to the other, with the Hales 
and Baylisses promising not to sink any other pit on the said land. (We don’t know whether the 
boring was successful but assume that the piece of ground referred to is at the rear of the 
buildings, that is, to the north, towards the river Salwarpe and near to the Upwich pit which 
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goes back to Saxon if not Roman times and was the main source of brine through all of those 
periods – it’s likely to have gone out of use around 1700 due to the sinking of private brine 
wells and the depletion of the brine stream underground which formerly supplied this pit. 
Archaeological evidence shows that many new pits were sunk after the ending of the Borough 
monopoly in 1695, so this is further evidence of what was no doubt a plethora of speculative 
attempts to exploit the underground brine streams and achieve almost instant wealth.) 

Joseph Bayliss’s Will made in May 1743 shows the bequest of his possessions to Richard Hale, 
his cousin, with £9 annually to be paid to Joseph’s sister Ann Wallwyn (daughter of Ann 
Wescott, later Bayliss) and after her death to her son Samuel and his heirs. Samuel will, when 
he reaches 21 years, also receive the ‘Rents Issues and Proffitts’ of Joseph’s ‘two Panns Brine’ 
for life, and after his decease these would go to Richard Hale for the Term Estate he had therein 
(presumably the remainder of the 950 years). 

In 1747 there is an extract of Richard Hale’s Will, by which he gives his loving kinswoman 
Ann Wallwyn (daughter of Ann Wescott, later Bayliss, Richard’s mother Elizabeth’s sister so 
Richard’s cousin), all his possessions which include ‘salt works’ (so perhaps the boring for 
brine in 1724 was successful). It becomes apparent that this bequest is a trust, as when Ann 
Wallwyn’s son Samuel reaches 21 years he will receive Richard’s estate, less any debts that 
Ann has paid out of it. There are later references to Wallwyn’s Pit at the back of the buildings 
on this site, which seems to have included a tannery. The easy availability of brine in Droitwich 
has meant that, through the centuries (and demonstrably from late Saxon times), tanning has 
taken place in the town, although this was a noisome (smelly and unwelcome!) trade.  

The previous open hall (33 High St) and presumed service wing (35 High St) were in the 
mid/late 1700s subject to a major rebuilding which converted them to two storeys plus an upper 
attic floor, involving raising and changing the previous roof structure, as well as replacing the 
street frontage of both No. 33 and No. 35, and east wall of No. 35, with brick and inserting 
Georgian windows. This would have been a costly endeavour, and it is tempting to speculate 
that Samuel Wallwyn, having inherited the estates of both of his mother Ann’s cousins (Joseph 
Bayliss and Richard Hale) which included all the ‘Rents Issues and Proffits’ from a property 
which stretched to the Salwarpe and had apparently for many years encompassed brine pits and 
salt making, may have financed this. 

The HLF funded project Historic Droitwich: Its Streets and People has so far been unable to 
find the Will (and associated documents) of Richard Foster Gent of Droitwich, who apparently 
died in the early 1600s, so would be very grateful for any information about this, and about any 
of the other individuals mentioned. 

Finally, as the ‘author’ of this piece, I must acknowledge that my role has been to pull together 
the contributions of many others, so may I thank Stephen Price for the information about the 
architectural history of 33 High St, and Jenny Townshend, Robena Lambe and other 
transcribers who have done the hard work on the documents! 

Lyn Blewitt 
Chair, Historic Droitwich project, lblewitt7@aol.com 

Note: This article first appeared in the Newsletter of the Friends of Worcestershire Archive 
http://www.wlhf.org.uk 
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Croome Court celebrates two anniversaries: 

Research of the archives and archaeology has played a crucial role in the restoration of the 
‘Capability’ Brown designed landscape at Croome since the National Trust bought it in 1996. 
2016 is an especially important year to us as it is not only 20 years since the NT purchased the 
landscape, but also the 300th anniversary of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, one of England’s 
most prolific and influential landscape designers who was commissioned by the 6th Earl of 
Coventry in 1751 to work on Croome Court and re-design the whole landscape at Croome. We 
have been celebrating the anniversary in a variety of ways and have an exhibition running until 
8 January 2017 of some items from the vast Croome archive and from the estate collection 
which we use to explain the work which Brown undertook at Croome.  

WAAS BA14450/250. ‘Map of Croome park and surrounding lands, some colour and fine illustration. 
Entitled “The demesne lands of Croome in the County of Worcestershire, belonging to and in 
occupation of the Right Honourable Earl of Coventry”. Made by John Snape of Birmingham in 1796. 
Map features an illustration of the Coventry family coat-of-arms, along with a view of Croome Court 
and Dunstall Castle. Scale: 5 chains (110 yards) to 1 inch.’ 

We are extremely lucky to have access to a wealth of information in the archive, some of which 
is kept at the Hive, the county record office in Worcester. This information allows us to 
accurately restore Brown’s vision for the place, and shows us the Earl’s passion for plant 
collecting and for improving his estate. Using C18th maps, including the Snape survey of 1796 
(see above) we have been able to direct archaeology on the ground to find statue bases, paths 
and find out much more about the C18th history as well as what was going on at Croome before 
Brown re-designed the court and the surrounding landscape. 

A key team in this research is SWAG, South Worcestershire Archaeology Group, whose 
volunteers have worked at Croome over the past two decades.  Working with the NT Regional 
Archaeologist they have carried out a variety of investigations, including excavation to find the 
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C18th location of paths and geo-physics on various locations around the landscape. A project 
of particular interest not only to SWAG, but to us and our many visitors, has been the 
investigation of the location of the church which stood at Croome in the 16th and 17th 
Centuries, but which Brown razed to the ground in the 1750s. SWAG have carried out 
geophysics and discovered the location of the walls and even what we think is the remains of 
the churchyard. 

SWAG have also undertaken 
significant excavation and 
research into the carriage splash 
and the approach to it which is at 
the southern end of Croome river. 
Aligned sets have been found on 
the approach, which would have 
provided a solid surface for the 
carriages to be drawn across (see 
photo). They have also 
discovered a line of wooden posts 
along the southern edge of the 
carriage splash itself; we have no 

Above: Carriage splash. Photo D.Williams 

drawings or sketches of the carriage splash from the C18th, so we can only speculate that there 
was a footbridge of some sort, possibly with a handrail which ran over the carriage splash itself. 

We are keen to encourage young people to get involved with archaeology too. Worcester 
Young Archaeologists’ Club, YAC, did some excavation in the Home Shrubbery in Summer 
2014 to find the original hoggin path. Using this information, we were then able to build up the 
path on the correct route and opened the Home Shrubbery to the public in September 2014.  

I’d like to thank the SWAG volunteers and everyone else who has done research at Croome 
over the past 20 years. All of this work done by staff and volunteers adds greatly to our 
knowledge and enables us to restore and rebuild Croome to the intended design of Brown in 
the 1750s. I hope that if he were to visit today he would recognise the place and be pleased 
with the progress we’ve made in recreating his grand plans for the 6th Earl.  

Katherine Alker 
Garden and Park Manager, Croome 

For details of the Capability Brown Festival 2016 http://www.capabilitybrown.org/about-
festival. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Dates for your Diary 
25 September to 8 January     ‘Capability’ Brown at Croome: A Creative Collection 
As part of the Capability Brown Festival 2016 marking the 300th anniversary of the birth of 
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, a free exhibition featuring paintings and archive material about 
the work undertaken by Brown at Croome Court.  
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3 November to 13 December    The Hop Project at The Hive 
A touring exhibition including archival material relating to the history of hops and hop picking; 
the Hip-Hop Pickers’ Ball, an amalgamation of hip-hop and the history of hop picking; 
contributions from groups situated along the tour schedule’s geographical route.  

Wednesday 9 November      Introduction to Prehistoric Archaeology at The Hive 
A 5-week course running to 7 December 2016, 2-4pm; £45. Led by a WAAS archaeologist 
Working in chronological order, each session will cover one period: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, 
Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age. Sessions will start with a broad overview of world 
archaeology during the relevant period, before focusing in depth on the archaeology of the 
British Isles using case studies and artefacts. Themes will include domestic life, trade and 
exchange, cooperation and conflict, technology and material culture, as well as examining that 
much-maligned and misunderstood term: ‘ritual’! 

Saturday 12 November  Life, Law and Death in the Medieval West Midlands 
A day school hosted by the Simon de Montfort Society at Prince Henry’s High School, Victoria 
Avenue, Evesham, WR11 4QH.  It runs from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.  £40 for members of the 
Simon de Montfort Society, £45 for others, including refreshments and lunch; closing date for 
enrolment 24 October.  Cheques to Miss Iris Pinkstone, 5 Malinshill Road, Hampton, Evesham 
WR11 2QG (01386 446781), from whom further information can be obtained. 

Saturday 19 November  Worcestershire Archaeology Day School, 10am to 5pm 
University of Worcester, St John’s campus, £20 including tea/coffee & biscuits. Talks will 
include: 
    Fascinating Finds 
    Portable Antiquities Scheme in Worcestershire 
    Roman & Saxon Kempsey in two recent digs 
    Detached Worcestershire Kitchens 
    Historic Buildings and Worcester City's HER 
    Historic Droitwich: Its Streets and People 
    Neighbourhood Planning 
    Experimental Archaeology – Medieval Kiln Firing 
To book: https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/LibraryEvents/EventDetails.aspx?id=291. 

Saturday 29th April 2017 Offa’s Dyke Association AGM 
Guest speaker Pieta Greaves, Staffordshire Hoard Conservation Coordinator for Birmingham 
Museums Trust, will talk about ‘The Conservation and Research of the Staffordshire Hoard’. 
Non-members £3. Contact the Offa’s Dyke Centre on 01547 528753 as seating will be limited 

Worcestershire Archaeological Society Lecture Programme 2016-17            

The lecture programme opened on 19 September with Richard Bradley and Rob Hedge of 
WAAS talking about ‘Digging into Lich Street: Archaeological investigations and 
community engagement at the Cathedral roundabout, Worcester’. Richard detailed the 
complex nature of the site works which took place from March to July 2015, the varied 
archaeology uncovered, some results of the recent analysis of this archaeology, and public 
involvement. Rob showed some of the remarkable finds from the site. Our chairman was not 
the only person to be frustrated by the ruling that remains not actually threatened by 
development be left in situ for future possible exploration. 
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the only person to be frustrated by the ruling that remains not actually threatened by 
development be left in situ for future possible exploration. 
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10 October The Romans in Wales: conflict, containment and co-operation 
Dr Roger White FSA MCIfA 

 Ironbridge International Institute for Cultural Heritage 
Our picture of the Roman ‘occupation’ of Wales is inevitably coloured by the accounts of 
Roman authors writing about the initial conquest of the part of Britannia that in later times 
became Wales. It is also coloured by our later perceptions and back-projections of history, such 
as the existence of a permanent ‘frontier’ as there was in the post-Roman period. This lecture 
will seek to explore, and explode, some of the myths surrounding Roman involvement in 
Wales, and the response of the native peoples of the region to Rome. As we shall see, the 
picture is much more nuanced than has been allowed in the past, and the legacy is much 
stronger than we might now imagine or credit. 

31 October William Ross, inventor of the Rossipher, 
and other 18th-century Worcestershire sundial makers 
David Bryden 

William Ross (1701-c1770) of Hanley Castle wrote three books and there is a surviving sundial 
dated 1731. He judged his Rossipher able to find longitude at sea.  With it Ross undertook 
observations and solved problems in astronomy and surveying, without complex calculation. 
His activities are placed in the context of national and local scientific activity. Understanding 
the basic mathematics of astronomy, Ross lost touch with contemporary observational 
techniques and advanced computation. Persisting in the rectitude of his own ‘New Astronomy’, 
he maintained his designs and ideas had been appropriated by others. Seeking 
acknowledgement, he was largely ignored by the scientific establishment.  

21 November Building the future, transforming our past – 
archaeology in Worcester since 1990 
 James Dinn, WAS member 

2016 marks a quarter century since archaeological remains became a material planning 
consideration, with the publication of Archaeology and Planning (PPG16). Archaeological 
investigation is now routine on development sites, and the results have transformed our 
understanding of the city of Worcester in all periods. The lecture will focus on new discoveries 
and new understanding, especially from the many smaller sites in the city, such as the 
prehistoric and Roman sites at the former oil depot, Bath Road, and the ‘trading post’ in St 
John’s, dating to the years around the Roman conquest. See also Aisling Nash’s talk on 9 
January 2017. 

12 December The Rambler in Worcestershire: 
John Noake, journalist, historian, politician 
Robin Whittaker, WAS member 

In this bicentenary year of his birth this talk will look at the life of John Noake who, moving 
to Worcester as a young man to pursue his career, made his mark as a journalist, politician and, 
most significantly, as an historian. He was also a prominent member of the Worcestershire 
Archaeological Society. The talk will also try to place him in the development of local history 
writing in our county. 

2017 
9 January Building the future, transforming our past – 

archaeology in Worcestershire since 1990 
Aisling Nash (WAAS) 
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2016 marks a quarter century since archaeological remains became a material planning 
consideration, with the publication of Archaeology and Planning (PPG16). Archaeological 
investigation is now routine on development sites, and the results have transformed our 
understanding of the county of Worcester in all periods. This lecture will focus on new 
discoveries and new understanding, particularly of the prehistoric landscape in Worcestershire. 
See also James Dinn’s talk on 21 November. 

30 January Richard Baxter and George Morley: 
Worcestershire Divines shape the Restoration, 1659-1685 

 Dr Tom Charlton,  Editor, The Reliquiae Baxterianae Project 
Richard Baxter is well known as one of the most famous religious figures who refused to 
conform to the newly restored Church of England in 1662. Baxter, in fact, believed he had been 
‘silenced’ long before the Act of Uniformity; the Bishop of Worcester, George Morley, had 
already denied him a licence to preach to his old Interregnum Kidderminster congregation. This 
talk will explore the local and national causes and consequences ‒ and their often complex 
interaction ‒ of the distrust and antipathy between these two religious combatants. 

20 February The Manorial Documents Register for Worcestershire & Herefordshire: 
databases, discoveries and observations 
Dr Bethany Hamblen, Manorial Documents Register Project Archivist 

This paper introduces the Manorial Documents Register Project for Worcestershire and 
Herefordshire. It will give an overview of what manorial documents are (and what they are 
not!) and why there is a database, before discussing some of the challenges of undertaking the 
project across two different counties. It will then outline some of the historical differences 
between the counties, highlighting the interesting and unusual ‘discoveries’ made along the 
way. Manorial documents’ usefulness for archaeology will be emphasised throughout. 

13 March ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
followed by report on visit to north-west Wales 

3 April THE BERKELEY LECTURE 
Worcester Royal Infirmary skeletal collection and Museum of London 
skeletal collections: How can they inform us about the past? 
Jelena Bekvalac, Curator, Human Osteology, Museum of London 

Archaeological skeletal remains are a fascinating source of information revealing insights 
about the individuals’ lives and the times in which they lived and died. Excavations in 2010 by 
Worcester Archaeology with the re-development of the former Worcester Royal Infirmary 
unexpectedly revealed four discrete pits containing disarticulated human skeletal remains. 
Osteological analysis by Gaynor Western, Ossafreelance, identified that many of the human 
skeletal elements exhibited post-mortem modifications such as saw-marks and knife cuts. The 
Museum of London curates c20,000 individuals covering 2,000 years of London’s history, a 
remarkable tangible link to the people. Comparative studies and research on different 
collections provide valuable evidence about the past and enable innovative research projects 
with modern applications to continue in furthering our knowledge. 

NB Change of venue to: Lecture Theatre, Royal Grammar School, Upper Tything, WR1 1HP. 

Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, email 
recorder@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk by 1 March 2017. 
Aldine 
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