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Mr T Chandler & Ms K Hotchkiss, Little 
Witley
Mr & Mrs G Cottam, Droitwich
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Mrs B Dymock, Malvern
Miss L Evans, Bishops Cleeve
Ms L Hill, Birmingham
Mr E Hollands, Malvern
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Mrs M Meller, Birmingham
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Mrs A Owen, Droitwich
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Mr D Pitt, Malvern
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Mr P Sutton, Malvern

Neither the Committee of the Worcestershire Archaeological Society nor the Editor is responsible 
for any statements or opinions expressed in the Worcestershire Recorder, the authors of the 
contributions alone being responsible for the same.
 
Cover illustration: A Mystery Solved. See p10
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Chairman’s Letter 
At this time of year, with Spring well under way, we can look forward to the Society’s excursions 
programme. As usual the Excursions Subcommittee has put together a wide-ranging and 
stimulating programme, and enough people have signed up to ensure that all of the excursions 
are viable.

Change is in the air, and on April 1 English Heritage was split into two parts. The properties are 
now run by a charity which retains the name English Heritage. The organisation which works to 
protect the wider historic environment and advises government is called Historic England. This 
is the start of a decade-long process of change which should leave the charity financially viable 
and self-supporting.

Members who were at the AGM will have heard about the proposed Research Fund. The purpose 
of the fund, for which £5,000 has been allocated from the Society’s reserves, is to further the 
charitable aims of the Society, supporting research into and access to the archaeology, history 
and architectural history of the modern and historic county of Worcestershire. 

The specific aims of the fund are:
 To provide a focus for promotion of the Society and its activities

To provide a focus for encouraging potential gifts and legacies to the Society
To generate and support research which may be published in the Transactions
To demonstrate the Society’s support for work where other funding is also sought

 To support and encourage younger researchers 
More detail on the fund and how it will work will be sent out later in the year.

Thomas Habington’s chest has been the subject of much speculation over the years. Through the 
generosity of the Kay Trust Fund, work is under way on repairing it and making it fit again for 
display. As part of the work the opportunity was taken to commission some dendrochronological 
dating of the timbers – read all about this in Stephen Price’s article in this issue (p12).

With the final lecture in the 2014/15 season approaching as I write, it is also a fitting moment to 
offer Joe Hillaby the Society’s heartfelt thanks for his work over the last 14 years as Programme 
Secretary. The lecture programme has gone from strength to strength, has increased to a full 
season of ten meetings, and attendance is now regularly such that we are in danger of overrunning 
the capacity of the hall. A great deal of this is due to Joe’s success in organising a high quality 
programme with a variety of interest to appeal to all our members. I only hope that we will be able 
to continue this success in other hands. We wish Joe a happy and well-occupied ‘retirement’.

James Dinn

A reminder as to the Aims of the Society:
To promote research of archaeology and history of the historic county of Worcestershire; work 
for the understanding and care of all kinds of antiquities; take part in archaeological research; 
publish its work and exchange information with similar bodies; collect and make available 
relevant publications; arrange appropriate excursions; engage in holding exhibitions, seminars, 
lectures and classes; commission and publish works that will advance its cause; and to affiliate 
with similar bodies sharing similar aims.
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WAS Committee 2014-15
Chairman                James Dinn     01684 567131
Deputy Chairman  ) Bob Ruffle    01684 578142     
Membership Secretary) 
Secretary    Janet Dunleavey  01684 565190 
Treasurer   Garth Raymer           01386 554026
Editor (Transactions)    Robin Whittaker   01386 554886         
Excursions Administrator  Muriel Tinsley   01905 616434 
Programme Secretary     Vacant  
Publicity Officer  Vacant  

Committee Members
Debbie Fox   Margaret Goodrich  Joe Hillaby  
Paul Hudson   Rachael Trimm  

Other Officers of the Society (not on the Committee)
Archaeological Adviser  Chris Guy   
Webmaster   Brian Browne  
Editor (Recorder)  Caroline Hillaby   
Curator   Stephen Price 
Hon Librarian (University) Roger Fairman   
Technical Officer  Peter Walker     
 
Sub-Committees (James Dinn and Janet Dunleavey on all, ex officio):
Excursions: Muriel Tinsley, Stephen Price, Michael & Jenny Goode
Editorial: Robin Whittaker, Joe Hillaby, Chris Guy, Nicholas Molyneux
Library & Collections: Stephen Price, Joe Hillaby, Robin Whittaker, Debbie Fox, Peter Walker, 
Garth Raymer, Roger Fairman
Membership & Communications: Bob Ruffle, Brian Browne, Margaret Goodrich, Caroline 
Hillaby     

Email contact can be made via the website http://worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk/.

News from the County
An interesting group of medieval floor tiles from Pershore

Last year, Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service was contacted by Mr Andrew 
Dudley to see if we could help with the identification of some tiles in his possession, which had 
been passed down through the generations of his family. It is the understanding of Mr Dudley 
that these tiles were acquired from Pershore Abbey at the time of its Dissolution in 1540. It is 
well documented that various building materials from the demolition of the monastic buildings, 
the Norman nave, the Lady Chapel and St Edburgha’s Chapel, were sold off and therefore this 
could well be the case.

The tiles themselves form an extremely interesting group; the majority, although worn, are still 
in extremely good condition, with the designs intact and easily recognisable. In total, there are 34 
tiles with 14 individual designs represented (Plate.1). All are of a consistent size, measuring 125 x 
120 mm and 28mm thick, and all have bevelled edges and are sanded on the underside. The fact 
that the tiles are worn, along with traces of mortar on some, attests to their having been part of 
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a pavement at some point in the past. In addition, there are three broken examples and two tiles 
which display evidence of burning in the form of blackened surfaces.

All but one of the designs can be identified as of ‘Canynges type’, having parallels in the well-
known Canynges Pavement which now resides in the British Museum (Eames 1980). The 
identification of these designs dates the group to the later 15th century. These designs include 
examples of heraldic patterns such as the Berkeley Coat of Arms (Plate 2) and the St Peter and

 Plate 2: Berkeley Coat of Arms Plate 3: St Peter and St Paul cross keys

St Paul cross keys (Plate 3). In addition, there are also tiles from multi-tile patterns featuring 
scrolling foliage in the form of leaves and/or roses, and others featuring peacocks and dragons 

   

         

Plates 4 & 5
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(Plates 4, 5 and 6). During the 14th and 15th centuries, depiction of the natural world was  
becoming increasingly common in manuscript illumination, and it would appear that this trend 
could also be seen in floor tile designs of similar date. A particularly good example of this 
floral depiction is the only tile in the group for which a parallel could not be found, either in the 
Canynges Pavement or elsewhere (Plate 7). The design of this tile takes the form of what appears 
to be a bunch of cornflowers, a flower associated with the Virgin ‘Mary’s Crown’ in the later 
medieval period. 

 
                 

Plates 6 & 7

Canynges type tiles have been found across the county both in-situ in churches and within 
archaeological assemblages. Petrological analysis by Alan Vince in the 1980s indicated that they 
were produced in Worcestershire and most probably Worcester itself, which at that time was 
suspected to have had a significant tiling industry (Vince 1984, 298). Since then, evidence of this 
production has been found in the form of a number of kilns, which have been excavated on various 
sites across the City. The first of these kilns to be discovered was at 9-10 The Tything (Miller, 
Griffin and Pearson 2004). Archaeomagnetic dating of the kiln structure, as well as analysis of 
the fabric of the many roof tiles from which it was made, indicated that this production site was in 
use during the later 15th century; a date which would tie in with that of the Canynges pavement. 
Only a small assemblage of floor tiles was retrieved from this site, with the vast majority of the 
material being roofing tile, which would have been in far greater and more regular demand. 
However, significantly amongst this assemblage, there were two waster fragments of tiles with a 
Canynges design. This discovery may indicate that Vince was correct in his assumption and that 
Canynges tiles were indeed produced in Worcester, more specifically at this site on The Tything 
between 1440 and 1480.

Knowledge of Worcester’s medieval tiling industry and its related products has increased 
significantly over the past decade. The excavation of kiln sites, and the identification of a number 
of key assemblages, means that we now have a large body of material from which to build an 
understanding of the industry’s organisation and its products. Clearly this would be no small 
task, and such a synthesis would necessitate a range of specialist input in order for it to succeed. 
This would require support and backing both academically and financially. If this can be found, 
it is hoped that the discoveries of the past decade will help to put this large industry firmly on the 
map and give it the recognition that it deserves.

Laura Griffin
Senior Finds Archaeologist, Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service
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News from the City
Work has continued at the Royal Worcester Porcelain site, where partial excavation and a 
watching brief have revealed more traces of St Peter’s church and its burial ground. The human 
remains found on the site were recorded before reburial below the new building. A number of 
broken ledger slabs from the church was found. One of these proved to be part of the memorial to 
Robert Chamberlain, founder of the Severn Street porcelain works which became part of Royal 
Worcester. This has been saved for museum display. 

An evaluation at White Ladies Close (Barbourne) was expected to find remains of medieval 
pottery or tile-making. Instead, extensive remains of a Roman site were found. The analysis of 
the results is underway. At another field evaluation, on the northern edge of Worcester, a small 
enclosure of probable Bronze Age date was found; inside it a pot had been set in the ground, and 
filled with hot stones for cooking.

Ditches and other features containing Saxo-Norman pottery have previously been found in the 
Mill Street area close to the canal. Further remains dating to this period (which takes in the 
centuries before and after the Norman Conquest) – ditches containing distinctive pottery from 
Worcester, the Cotswolds and Stamford – were found during a small development for King’s 
School in Willow Street. For the first time in this part of Worcester, the dating seems to indicate 
that the features post-date the Conquest, and are perhaps twelfth century. There was also evidence 
of industrial activity in the form of smithing slag (slag of this period is clearly distinguishable 
from the Roman slag which is quite ubiquitous in Worcester) and a fragment of fired clay from 
a kiln (or oven). 

Building recording was carried out on the former Ebenezer Baylis printing works (1935, now 
demolished), and the former Girls’ Secondary School in Barbourne Road, dated to 1928-29, 
now being converted for housing. Scaffolding has been erected on the Edgar Tower to allow for 
repairs, and the stonework is being recorded in detail.

In March, an archaeological excavation started in the middle of the roundabout outside the 
Cathedral, as part of the preparation for road realignment and the creation of a new public square. 
The excavation is planned to continue into early May and there will be a public display and 
site tours. The alignment of the historic Lich Street is now visible, along with the cellars and 
foundations of buildings alongside it. Most of the latter are 18th or 19th century in date, but it is 
expected that several incorporate medieval fabric.
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Photo courtesy of Worcestershire Archive & Archaeology Service

Following the Heritage at Risk survey in 2013, Worcester City Council and Worcester Civic 
Society and other volunteers have embarked on a survey to update the results. This is part of 
Historic England’s national strategy for Heritage at Risk, and they have developed a smartphone 
app which will allow local groups and others to record information digitally and upload it to a 
national website. 

James Dinn

News from Worcester Cathedral 
Cathedral Library closure
Worcester Cathedral Library and Archive is closed to researchers and tours while the leaking 
roof is repaired and the ceiling re-plastered. About 6,000 rare books, some more than 500 years 
old, have had to be moved. It took about two months to pack the books into hundreds of protective 
boxes. Scaffolding had to be erected to allow specialists to remove the books, as the staircase to 
the library is too narrow for them to be carried down. The restoration work is being paid for from 
a £250,000 grant from the government’s First World War Centenary Cathedral Repairs Fund. 
The work is expected to take four months, the library hopefully re-opening in August.

Worcester Cathedral 25th Annual Symposium
The Dean opened proceedings, recalling the appointment of a ‘callow youth’, Chris Guy, some 
25 years ago, when the symposium was initiated. Originally bringing together a small group of 
people, this had grown over the years along with Chris’s beard. 

Chris then covered the extraordinary range of work undertaken in the last year. The entire  
floor of the ground floor practice room of the Song (Choir) School had to be replaced, and we  
were shown carpenters’ marks and joints held by wooden pegs. Substantial joists at first-floor  
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level suggest this building was originally only one storey, and some fine 18th-century painting  
gave tantalising hints of a high-status room. It was hoped that dendro-dating could be 
undertaken.

Next we were shown dramatic pictures illustrating why the library is currently closed (see p8). 
Chris pointed out that every book had to be individually wrapped in acid-free tissue paper, 
involving an army of volunteers. The library moved to its present position in the roof space above 
the south nave aisle in the 14th century, but from 1675 to the 1860s was in the Chapter House, 
housed in the same book cases as now in use. Chris also highlighted some intriguing finds in a 
turret of the Old Palace.

Turning to the Edgar Tower, Chris read a description of its poor state of repair - written in 
1888! Its condition has proved to be worse than feared. Falling render had even dented the 
scaffolding, although we were reassured that there are no safety issues. The cramps used 
to hold the stones together had rusted, causing the stones to crack. Over 80% needing to be 
replaced, we are all invited to sponsor a stone, on which one’s initials will be etched. See  
http://www.worcestercathedral.co.uk/Edgar_Tower_Make_Your_Mark.php 

Marilyn McCarthy of the Swan Food Project gave a fascinating insight into ‘Prior More’s Swans’, 
citing entries from his journal. ‘An act concerning swans’ in 1482 noted that by ‘unlawful means 
the substance of the swans be in the hands and possession of yeomen and husbandmen and 
other persons of little reputation’; and enacted that ‘no person . . . shall have or possess any such 
mark or game, except he have lands and tenements . . . freehold to the yearly value of five marks  
[£3 6s 8d]’.   

The ‘royal bird’, these were high status creatures, highly valued because the cygnets were prized 
eating. At 4 for 13s 4d, a cygnet cost twice as much as a peacock, 2 for 3s 4d, and 40 times more 
than a chicken, 3s for 3 dozen. A visitation by Henry III in 1251 required 125 swans, and 400 were 
consumed at the enthronement of the archbishop of York in 1456. We were treated, or subjected 
depending on one’s viewpoint, to the sight of a swan pie, with a culinary description from the 
audience. Swan upping was explained, with examples of swans’ marks, cut into the beaks, of 
various abbots, priors, bishops, not forgetting the archbishop of York, and some merchants, 
including the Vintners. Upping takes place in the third week of July, now using BTO rings and 
coloured Darvic rings, orange for Worcester. For more information about the Swan Food Project, 
www.facebook.com/pages/The-Swan-Food-Project/549819075117845.

Sheena Payne-Lunn gave an overview of ‘Worcester City – Discoveries 2001-15’, picking up 
from James Dinn’s last review in 2001 and working through from the prehistoric era to the Civil 
War and the current day. James’s regular ‘News from the City’ in the Recorder has kept WAS 
members informed as work has progressed so can be referred back to. Among the photographs 
Sheena showed was the Roman bread oven now visible under the stairs at The Hive.  She also 
mentioned that the Young Archaeologists’ Club, founded in 2003, now has over 50 members – 
quite an achievement. 

Finally, Chris Guy had the challenge of summarising ‘Discoveries over the last 25 years’ in 
Worcester Cathedral & Precinct. He highlighted pieces that don’t fit the current building, such 
as an 11th-century respond encased in 13th-century stonework, and noted that a booklet on the 
Cathedral’s stained glass was forthcoming. As the Precinct is a Scheduled Monument and all 
but one of its buildings are listed, a lot comes his way. 
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The discovery of skeletons in the chapter-house in 2003 overturned the earlier hypothesis, that 
the concentric curving wall outside the chapter-house was part of an Anglo-Saxon rotunda. 
Asked what he thought it might be, Chris suggested that the earliest circular or polygonal 
chapter-house may have been supported by the earliest known flying buttresses – a fitting end 
to the proceedings!

Worcester Cathedral Altar Rails
During his talk to the Society in February 2013 ‘Worcester Cathedral; the Forgotten Centuries 
1540-1860’, Brian Ferris showed an image from Charles Wild An Illustration of the Architecture 
and Sculpture of the Cathedral Church of Worcester (1823) (shown on the cover of Recorder 
87), raising the question as to where the altar rails are now. WAS member Tim Bridges has the 
answer:

Since 2006, in the course of my work as Conservation Adviser for the Victorian Society in the 
West Midlands, I have been involved in commenting on major reordering plans for the interior 
of Holy Trinity Church in Sutton Coldfield. This medieval church had been partly rebuilt by 
Bishop Vesey in 1533, but also contains significant work from restoration in the Georgian and 
Victorian periods, and is noted for its magnificent early-twentieth-century painted ceilings by 
C. E. Bateman. The remarkable collection of historic furnishings now in the church includes 
reused woodwork from Worcester Cathedral, which was installed in the church in 1874-5. This 
woodwork from Worcester was removed from the Cathedral during restoration work in the 
1860s and early 1870s by Sir George Gilbert Scott. It was acquired by the incumbent of Holy 
Trinity, the Rev. W.K. Riland Bedford, to be used in his refurbishment of the church, and 
particularly in the new layout of the chancel. Further woodwork was introduced to the church 
in about 1884 from St Michael’s Church in Coventry (which doubtless saved it from destruction 
during the Second World War).

The woodwork from Worcester is of great historical importance, being in part from the 
restoration of the choir of Worcester Cathedral in 1556-7, during the reign of Mary Tudor, and 
in part from the subsequent refurbishment of the Cathedral in the seventeenth century. The 
Marian woodwork is a rare survival in itself; the only other recognised Renaissance style work 

Holy Trinity Sutton Coldfield: a. chancel north side screen detail
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of this type and from this phase of Roman Catholic revival being in the shrine of St Edward 
the Confessor at Westminster Abbey. The sixteenth and seventeenth century woodwork from 
Worcester now in the chancel of Holy Trinity has apparently survived to date in its Victorian 
arrangement. The rich and ornate side screens, with fine carved oak panels, columns and rails, 
together with the low chancel screen, comprise the highly decorated Marian work, whilst the 
choir stalls themselves and desks are made up primarily of seventeenth century panels. It seems 
appropriate that this woodwork was relocated to a church largely rebuilt in the sixteenth century, 
and has continued largely in the use for which it was originally intended – as choir stalls – until 
now.

       

    
 b. choir stalls north side   c. choir stalls south side

The proposed reordering of the interior of Holy Trinity is wide- 
ranging. It includes the creation of a new west entrance and the removal 
of all the pews from the nave. Earlier proposals to remove almost all 
the historic woodwork from the church were challenged by several 
heritage organisations, including the Victorian Society, and careful 
consideration has since been given to its future. The Victorian Society 
is pleased that the historic woodwork is now all to remain within the 
building, though it was opposed to repositioning, particularly of the 
choir fittings. However, a faculty for the reordering was eventually 
granted in 2011. Sadly the Victorian configuration of the choir stalls will 
be lost, and some of the carved panels now in the choir will be placed at
the east end of the chancel with the remainder along the walls of the 

south aisle. The pulpit and inner porch under the tower also contain significant elements of the 
Worcester and Coventry woodwork. These features are both now also to be retained, though the 
proposed alteration of the pulpit stairs and the replacement of the glazed doors of the porch are 
both regrettable. 

Work on the church building and moving the furnishings has yet to begin, and the Victorian 
Society will continue to monitor progress. However, a detailed record of all the historic woodwork 
in Holy Trinity has been made, and it is a condition of faculty that any pieces which are not to be 
included amongst the new fittings will be properly labelled and safely stored in the church. These 
will join several lengths of seventeenth-century balustrade and rail from Worcester Cathedral, 
which have remained in storage in the church since the 1870s when the Rev. Riland Bedford 
brought the woodwork to Sutton Coldfield, but did not reuse them in his refurbishment of the 
church.  

Tim Bridges
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News from Hartlebury Castle 
As you can imagine the process of buying a Castle which has been owned by the Church for over 
a thousand years has been a challenge. The Castle’s new ownership was finally achieved by the 
Preservation Trust on 27 March, much to their relief and delighted excitement.

Now another challenge begins as the Trust takes over running the whole estate. The rest of this 
year will be spent completing plans and starting work. Next year will see major works within the 
Bishop’s House, including restoring the Long Gallery and installing a new lift to serve the Hurd 
Library and upper floors. This summer and throughout the programme of works the Trust will 
arrange special tours and access to parts of the Castle not previously available to the public. In 
2017 the restoration will be complete and the Castle will again function as a single building. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund and the generosity of many people has made this possible; there is risk 
but the potential is huge. So we need your help to make this heritage site a major tourist attraction 
for our area. Volunteering opportunities from April onwards include stewarding in the State Rooms 
on busy days such as Bank Holidays and assisting with tours of the Castle which include the State 
Rooms, the Chapel, the Prince Regent’s Room and finish in the Library. And also, for the fit, 
helping to restore the gardens which, apart from the carriage circle, have been abandoned; what 
an amazing opportunity to bring them back to life. This year’s tasks will be largely weeding and 
clearing. There are also opportunities for archaeology and research. If you would like to know more 
about volunteering at the Castle, please contact Mrs Maggie Herbert at peardoc@aol.com. She will 
be pleased to hear from you. For more information go to http://hartleburycastletrust.org/.

The Trust’s AGM, open to all, will be held at 2pm on Saturday 11 April when we can hear the 
latest developments, and Chris Penney will give an illustrated talk on the Castle during WW1.
 
Margaret Goodrich, Chair the Friends of Hartlebury Castle
Mary Arden-Davis, Vice Chair

Medieval Abberley Revealed 
Abberley Hills Preservation Society has received nearly £50,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
to carry out a year-long project to understand the medieval layout of the village, date the older 
buildings and perhaps discover some long lost features described in old documents and books 
about Worcestershire. The project, using geophysical surveys, building surveys and two small 
scale digs, was launched at a public meeting on 6 October 2014, involving archaeologists from 
the Worcestershire Archives & Archaeology Service and the Historic Environment Record at the 
Hive in Worcester. 

The archaeological dig of the ‘Mill’ site and the first field walk have been completed, and building 
chronologists have begun their survey to discover the medieval layout. Does the Saxon church 
of St Michael stand at the medieval heart of the village? The second archaeological dig will be 
taking place 21-25 April, and the community will celebrate what has been discovered in July 
2015 at the Abberley School Fete, which will be a Medieval Fayre. For more information see 
www.AbberleyLives.wordpress.com.

The Kay Trust Fund: Update on the Habington Chest
In the last Recorder (Edition 90 Autumn 2014) I reported on what was happening with research 
and conservation work on the Habington Chest as preliminaries before it can go on display again 
to the public. Here are the results so far according to the types of evidence.
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Scientific and physical evidence
Firstly, the dendrochronology undertaken by Ian Tyers. The challenge for anyone trying to date 
this chest is to find areas where the end grain is accessible and not obscured by decorative nailing 
which is such a feature of this object. Luckily three of the boards making up part of the back of 
the chest were clear and successfully dated. Ian can demonstrate that they derive from one tree 
which was grown locally in the West Midlands and that the tree was felled after c.1569.

Interestingly, though, close study of the chest itself indicates that there are differences in 
construction – the front and parts of the sides use halved boards (similar to the technique often 
used with old floorboards) while the back and lid are butt jointed.  

Documentary evidence
The lid bears the date ‘1605’ in Roman numerals formed by the nails so in theory the inscription 
and initials ‘TH’ make it plausible that this is indeed the chest once owned by Thomas 
Habington the antiquary. We know that the provenance of the chest is secure. It was rescued 
from Hindlip by Dr Peter Prattinton of Bewdley, the great collector of all things concerning 

The antiquary Dr Peter Prattinton in his study at Redthorne House in Bewdley with his  
servant and draftsman, John Instan, entering the room with another drawing of a church for  
the collection. In the foreground to the right is the Habington Chest. Pen and ink over pencil, 
c.1820.     © The Society of Antiquaries of London.
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Worcestershire’s history, when the great house of the Habingtons was being demolished in 1814, 
and there are drawings of the chest done a few years later which show it kept in Prattinton’s study 
in Bewdley as an interesting historic relic. 

Tracing the history of the chest backwards from its rescue in 1814 is more challenging. So far 
no inventory has been located for the possessions of Thomas the antiquary, who died in 1647, 
but we do know from a letter he wrote during the Civil War that he was ‘enforced through the 
outrageous tumults of this time to hide … [valuable pedigrees lent to him by Worcestershire 
gentry] in my chest of evidences  … in woods [at Hindlip] and buried in the earth’. If this is what 
happened to our chest then its concealment below ground may explain why the base eventually 
rotted away. By following the later history of the Habingtons there are further clues.

The Habingtons married into the Comptons, who in turn were linked to the Berkeleys of Hindlip 
and Spetchley. Two very detailed inventories of Hindlip survive for this later period and list the 
contents of numerous rooms in 1722 and 1778 respectively. Both make reference to a ‘strong’ or 
‘large oak’ chest with old writings and papers in the study there. Given its size and strength it 
seems quite likely that this is ‘our’ chest.

When Prattinton acquired the chest in 1814 he begged it from the demolition foreman at Hindlip 
who had promised to clear it with the house’s owner, Lord Southwell. Twenty years later 
Southwell accused Prattinton of stealing it. In his defence Prattinton recited the circumstances 
of its acquisition:

When they were destroying Hindlip I went to take notes of the building & seeing some fragments 
of an old trunk arranged the old wood in the courtyard. It immediately struck me that they were 
parts of an old chest which the last Sir William Compton offered to Mr. Richard Ingram with the 
Habington Manuscripts now in the Antiquarian [sic] Society. I immediately sent for the Master 
of the Works & begged him to ask his Lordship for it which he promised to do, as it seemed 
only fit for firewood. It was afterwards sent as I before stated. I declare that I made the man 
no compliment nor did I ever mention an idea that Lord S was unacquainted with it being sent. 
When I got it I was at the expense of making it as near what it was originally as possible & have 
in my will directed that my poor labours should be put in it & deposited in a place of security. 

There are clues to the expense incurred in ‘making it as near what it was originally’ in the 
wording of a receipt given to Prattinton by David Instan, a Bewdley carpenter and joiner in 
March 1815. Instan defines ‘the part of an old Chest when brought to me to be repaired was the 
front, two ends & part of Bottom – no lid or back.’ 

As we have already seen, the only place where the dendrochronologist was able to analyse the 
end grain was the back. So it raises the question whether the carpenter found suitably old timber 
to make up a replacement back, or whether for some reason when he took the chest into his 
workshop he only needed to work on certain parts and then re-assemble it all in Prattinton’s 
house nearby. In support of this last theory is the fact that the chest is extraordinarily heavy and 
very difficult to move in one piece, as Peter Walker and I have found to our cost! Rest assured 
that the chest, still without a bottom, is being strengthened by mounting it on a plinth so can from 
now on be easily and safely moved on a pallet.

For Prattinton, who had such high regard for Habington and his manuscript Survey of 
Worcestershire, the chest was a link with the county’s first historian. We must salute him for not 
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only saving it from destruction but also leaving behind his account of how he acquired it with the 
tantalising clues to what he then did to it. 

Gradually by using these different types of evidence the Habington Chest is giving up some of 
its secrets. Further documentary research is ongoing which, it is hoped, will be incorporated in a 
fully referenced account in our Transactions. 
Stephen Price, WAS Hon Curator
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The Habington Chest will be the subject of a talk in the conference being organised by 
Worcestershire Historical Society, Worcestershire Archives & Archaeology Service and the 
University of Worcester on ‘Worcestershire’s First Historian? Thomas Habington (1560-1647)’ to 
be held at The Hive in Worcester on Saturday 18 April 2015. See p20

A Year of Anniversaries
We do not need to be reminded of many of these dates, but it may be interesting to look back at 
this extraordinary collection. Having celebrated 50 years since Churchill’s death in January, we 
have the following to look forward to: 
- a millennium since the Viking invasion of England by Cnut, 1015;
- the 800th Anniversary of Magna Carta, 1215
Celebrations have already begun, locally, nationally and internationally for the ‘global event 
to which the whole world is invited’ (http://magnacarta800th.com/). January saw the start of 
the Magna Carta lecture series at the University of the West Indies, part of the Commonwealth 
Caribbean Magna Carta project. Closer to home the British Library is running a major national 
exhibition, ‘Law, Liberty, Legacy’, until 1 September; and the Society of Antiquaries will be 
staging ‘Magna Carta through the Ages’ from 26 May to 30 July 2015, when its three copies 
of the charter will be on display at Burlington House, London. http://www.sal.org.uk/museum-
collection/exhibitions/magna-carta-through-the-ages/#sthash.wDINViMq.dpuf
- the 750th Anniversary of the Battle of Evesham, 1265  
Simon De Montfort’s Parliament was the first instance of a parliament in which representatives 
from towns and the shires were summoned together to discuss matters of national concern, and is 
seen as the earliest forerunner of the modern Parliament because of its inclusion of both knights 
and burgesses for a reason other than the granting of taxation. Prof David Carpenter presents a 
concise (2.46 min) summary of ‘Magna Carta, de Montfort and the emergence of parliament’ at 
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/2015-parliament-in-the-
making/2015-historic-anniversaries/simon-de-montfort/
- 700 years since the Siege of Carlisle, 1315
- 600 years since the Battle of Agincourt on 25 October 1415
- 200 years since the Battle of Waterloo on 18 June 1815 
- and since the Birmingham Worcester Canal opened (see pp 22 & 23)
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The continuing commemorations of the First and Second World Wars will include 
 -     the Evacuation of Dunkirk, 75 years ago, and VE Day on 8 May 1945; not forgetting the 
centenary of the Women’s Institute (WI), formed in 1915 to revitalise rural communities and 
encourage women to become more involved in producing food during the First World War. The 
original WI, however, was formed in Ontario, Canada, in 1897, as a branch of the Farmer’s Institute. 
Supported by the Ontario government, it brought together women from isolated communities, 
offering training in home economics, child care and aspects of farming traditionally done by 
women. 
 -     the Severn Valley Railway celebrates its 50th Anniversary.

On the cultural front, it is 650 years since William Langland wrote Piers Plowman, the 
Three Choirs Festival is celebrating its 300th anniversary (25 July to 1 August) at Hereford, 
Worcestershire County Cricket Club and the Swan Theatre both their 150th.
No doubt there are omissions! For details of local events see ‘Dates for the Dairy’, p20.

Revd Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, ‘Woodbine Willie’
‘They gave me this name like their nature,
Compacted of laughter and tears’

Searchlight Theatre Company marked the centenary of the start of the war with a play, ‘Woodbine 
Willie: Poet and Padre’, which opened at St Paul’s church, where Studdert Kennedy was vicar 
from 1914 to 1921, on 25 October 2014 and which in the course of a national tour came to 
Malvern in March 2015. Also in October, during an exhibition of photographs and documents 
about Woodbine Willie, a blue plaque commissioned by the Worcester Civic Society was unveiled 
by his grandson at St Paul’s Church, where he had designed the war memorial and where there is 
also a stained glass window in memory of this ‘Prophet, Priest and Warrior’. Studdert Kennedy is 
commemorated on another blue plaque, in Moorland Road, Leeds, as one of four ‘famous pupils’ 
who attended the Grammar School that stood on the site from 1859 to 1997.
  
Becoming a chaplain to the armed forces in 1915, Studdert Kennedy was awarded the Military 
Cross for conspicuous bravery during the attack on the Messines Ridge in 1917. He died in 
Liverpool in 1929, aged only 46. George V, whose Personal Chaplain he had been, sent a telegram 
of condolence to his family; ex-servicemen sent a wreath with a packet of Woodbines at the centre; 
1,700 people filed past his coffin in Liverpool Cathedral before it was brought to Worcester, 
where it rested in St Paul’s for people to pay their respects before being taken to the Cathedral for 
the funeral service, attended by 2,000 mourners. A hundred unemployed men marched from the 
Labour Exchange to Worcester Cathedral to pay their respects. 

Buried in St John’s Cemetery, Woodbine Willie lives on in his poems and his teaching. A  
number of publications by and about him were given to the Society by Professor David  
Dilks in 2011. See http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/38028?docPos=1 & Recorder 84 
(Autumn, 2011).

Recent Publications 
Buildings of the labour movement, Nick Mansfield, English Heritage, (2013)
This is the first book to cover the broad subject of labour movement and associated buildings, 
and very timely for their conservation, as with the decline in trade union membership and the 
business problems of the Co-op, many buildings have quite recently lost their original uses.
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Essentially the book consists of twelve succinct and thoroughly illustrated essays on different 
elements of the wider ‘labour movement’: trade societies, nonconformity, radicalism, Owenism, 
Chartism, Co-operation, trade unions, Mechanics Institutes and education, Socialism, the Clarion 
movement, the Labour party and the rural labour movement. All of these are very short; even 
Chartism, perhaps the most studied of the movements for the buildings it produced, only has 5 
pages of text. Most of the essays concentrate on historical narrative and there is relatively little 
discussion of the buildings themselves, though enough to show that in most cases the labour 
movement was architecturally very conventional. Only the Chartist cottages and the buildings of 
the Co-op stand out. The illustrations are very well chosen, consisting of old and new photographs, 
prints, drawings and ephemera, though the design is wasteful, with much empty space on the 
page, and many of the pictures are reproduced too small.

Three further chapters tackle the themes of ex-servicemen and the commemoration of war, 
holidays and leisure, and buildings associated with key events. The final three chapters cover 
decline and demolition, preservation and interpretation, and a list of sites to visit. The Midlands 
generally are not strongly represented; organised labour was much stronger in Manchester than 
in the small workshops of the Black Country. 

Nevertheless there is a respectable showing from Worcestershire, in particular the Chartist villages. 
Dodford has the only Chartist cottage which can be visited (the National Trust’s Rosedene) and 
there were two other settlements on the edge of the county, at Lowbands (then in Worcestershire) 
and Snigs End. Another, at Mathon (also then in Worcestershire), was projected but came to 
nothing. Only five were built, the other two being in Hertfordshire and Oxfordshire.

   

Left: Chartist cottage in Lowbands. Right: Prince of Wales, built as a school in 1848, converted 
to a public house by 1870 when the parish school was built.

In former Worcestershire the Workers Institute from Cradley Heath should be mentioned, now 
dismantled and rebuilt at the Black Country Museum. Worcester had an Owenite Hall of Science, 
but while these were often purpose built, here it occupied a reused building in the Blockhouse, 
and was quite short-lived. Elsewhere in the Midlands, the first meeting of the farm workers union 
was held in 1871 in the Primitive Methodist chapel at Adforton, north Herefordshire, which still 
stands.

There are of course many local examples which are not mentioned. Worcester, for instance, has 
a wide variety of Co-op buildings, from the small corner shops of the late nineteenth century 
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to the 1960s department store which formed the centrepiece of a ‘Co-op quarter’ in St Nicholas 
Street.

The price of books is a common complaint in reviews, but it is particularly disappointing that the 
recommended price for this slim paperback of just over 150 pages is £30. Fortunately there are 
online retailers such as Wordery who have it on sale for less than £20 (and presumably also pay 
UK taxes).

James Dinn

There is interesting reading on Snigs End at www.fdean.gov.uk/media/Assets/Planning- 
DC/documents/Conservation%20Areas/Current%20Appraisals/SnigsEnd-Character-Appraisal.
pdf

Chronicles of the Worcestershire Home Guard Mick Wilks (Logaston Press, 2014). Ppbk, 368 
pp, over 140 black and white photographs, maps and drawings. £12.95

By July 1940 Britain was out of the ‘phoney war’ and involved in a serious struggle against 
Germany. The more amateurish LDV (Local Defence Volunteers) had been replaced by the 
earnest-minded Home Guard. Mick Wilks has compiled a compendious volume which skilfully 
explores the many aspects of the body as it evolved through the years. The numbers joining up in 
Worcestershire exceeded all expectations, with recruits prepared to devote a large chunk of the 
week in addition to their working lives. 

As elsewhere in Britain, there was a stress on good leadership, and in this county the overall 
command fell upon Col Bill Wiggins of St Cloud, Callow End. Here was a proved and capable 
organiser who had only recently stepped down from the command of an anti-tank regiment to 
become head of the local T.A.

First and foremost was an understanding of the main priorities for a county on the fringe  
of Britain’s main industrial hub, and itself the location of many important firms. Attack  
was likely to come from parachutists landing from the air. A major false alarm came on  
30 June 1940, when some individuals in Bewdley convinced themselves that enemy were  
dropping from the sky above Ribbesford woods, ready to seize control of the water  
pipeline where it crossed over the Severn from Wales. The bells of St Anne’s rang out to  
sound the alarm for the Battle of Bewdley – the county’s most infamous case of gross 
overreaction.

There were plenty of priority sites to defend, such as the radio transmitting masts at Wychbold. 
In fact I feel Mick Wilks might have given us a little more about RSRE in Malvern, and also the 
listening station up in the woods at Wood Norton at a time when Evesham had any number of 
strange inhabitants wearing sandals and speaking Russian. 

The book is very good at showing what had to be done physically, like controlling the high look 
out points; Abberley Tower for example was taken over and fitted out with a comfy observation 
room. All over the area road blocks were installed, as on Pershore Bridge and Holt.

The lessons of the Spanish Civil War were not forgotten, and there were plans for dealing  
with enemy tanks if needed, and certainly plans for an underground guerrilla army. Mick  
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Wilks successfully shows that a complete capitulation was never on the cards in this part of 
Britain.

Jeff Carpenter

Oxbow Books bargains
Amongst other bargains to be had at the time of going to press, English Episcopal Acta 
33. Worcester 1062-1185 ed M.Cheney, D.Smith, C.Brooke & Philippa M. Hoskin 300p  
(Brit Ac 2007) and Philippa Hoskin English Episcopal Acta 13: Worcester 1218-1268 (1997)  
were reduced to £9.95, both hardback. Vol 34 (2008), edited as Vol 33, is £40. See  
oxbowbooks.com 

Droitwich through Time by Roger & Helen Peberdy and Paul Jones LRPS has been published 
by Amberley and is being sold by the Droitwich History & Archaeology Society, price £14.99. 
Chris Bowers of the DHAS has kindly offered to bring ordered copies to WAS outings/meetings 
and can be contacted on chrisatgarden@aol.com, or 01905 776870. Also available in Droitwich 
(Grace Cards, Tourist Information Office) and from Waterstones.

This excellent book is a photographic history of Droitwich. Old and new photographs are paired, 
with concise explanatory text, to record some of the losses, changes and even remarkable survivals 
of the town’s varied history. The authors are to be congratulated on an absorbing volume that 
speaks eloquently of our careless custody of our heritage.

Nelly Copson, a Tribute Paul Jones and Claire Lloyd; foreword by Henry Sandon (2014). 112 
pp, profusely illustrated. Available for only £8 at Droitwich Library, Droitwich Heritage Centre, 
Grace Cards and Books, and Tom Lymer’s, or contact Paul on 01905 770088.

Nelly, ‘Mrs Droitwich’, was well-known in her home town as a local historian. Aged 81, she 
became famous in 2000 as the oldest woman to be sent to a British jail, for refusing to pay 
business rates on the empty shop where her father had worked as a cobbler. A ‘Free Nelly’ 
campaign reduced her incarceration in the former Brockhill women’s prison, near Redditch – 
where, according to the Guardian in 2004, conditions were ‘some of the worst in the prison 
system’ – to two days. 

Nelly died in 2011, not having published her research and photographic collections. Paul Jones and 
Claire Lloyd transcribed tape recordings of ‘Nelly’s High Street tour’ from the early 1990s, and 
of her interview with Val Booler of Droitwich Library in 1997, the main source of information up 
to 1945. To these were added many treasured memories and photographs, including an account 
of Nelly’s rescue from the High Street flood of 2007. 

Two plaques to Nelly Copson are to be unveiled by Henry Sandon and the mayor of Droitwich at 
2pm on 20 April. A brass plaque will be placed inside her old shop, now the Button Tree Café; 
and the exterior blue plaque will be placed above the doorway to 42 High Street, once home to 
the family business, where Nelly was born on 16 January 1919. Funding for the plaques has come 
largely from Droitwich High Street traders.

West Midlands Archaeology 56 (2014) will shortly be in the Society’s library. As always, 
Worcestershire entries dominate, and there is much of interest, such as medieval ampulla 
from Childswickham, possibly used for ‘Becket water’; a Roman folding knife handle from  
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Dodderhill; excavations and watching briefs at Pershore; a Roman bracelet reused as a finger  
ring at Severn Stoke; and an interesting report on the Commandery, Worcester.   

Eddie Price, 6 October 1923 to 23 January 2015
Members will be saddened to learn of the recent death, at the age of 91, of farmer-turned-
archaeologist Eddie Price, who spent nearly half a century excavating a Roman villa and 
other ancient settlements beneath his fields at Frocester Court, said to be the longest-running 
archaeological project in the country. In 2008 Eddie was awarded an MBE for services to 
archaeology, and next year received an honorary degree from the Open University.

Eddie Price talking about the excavations was a special 
highlight of the WAS trip to visit barns in the Lower Severn 
Valley in June 2005. At Frocester Court he had the largest 
medieval tithe barn, of 1287, still standing in Gloucestershire. 
This he restored and preserved. It took him eight years to re-
roof, using Cotswold stone tiles and lashing ladders together 
to reach the top of the 11-metre ridge. He went on to re-roof 
and conserve all the other buildings at Frocester Court, which 
has 13 listed buildings on site, including the main house, part 
of which dates back to the mid-1450s.

Photo of Eddie Price courtesy of Ernie Kay

During its visit, the Society bought the first two volumes of 
Frocester: a Romano-British Settlement, its antecedents and 
successors (2000) covering the sites (Vol 1) and finds (Vol 2) 

of the 1961-94 excavations. In December 2005 Current Archaeology reported that Eddie hoped 
to continue digging for another five years and publish a third volume. In the event four were 
published! Vol 3 (2010), which he dedicated to the nearly 900 volunteers who had worked on the 
site (‘none of you remain anonymous’), covers excavations 1995-2009; Vol 4 (2008) examines the 
history of the village from the earliest evidence to the modern day.

Human settlement at Frocester dates back to around 1500 BC, the middle of the Bronze Age, 
when a boundary ditch was first dug. A sunken trackway followed, until Iron Age man built the 
first farm on the site. This was well established by 200 BC, with roundhouses, granaries, fenced 
animal pens and a vegetable patch. Occupation continued until the late third century AD, when 
work on the Roman villa began.

Over the decades, more than 1,100 Roman coins were unearthed, as well as 60 sets of human 
remains. Notable finds included a beautiful bronze figurine of a horse (now in Gloucester 
Museum) and a Romano-British brooch, discovered in near-mint condition at the bottom of a 
well. Excavations were led by Captain H.S.Gracie until his death in 1979, after which Eddie Price 
and a team of amateur enthusiasts continued the dig every summer until 2009. 

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 18 April Worcestershire’s First Historian? Thomas Habington in Context
10am to 5.30pm at The Studio, The Hive, Sawmill Walk, The Butts, Worcester, WRl 3PB
Free to members of the WHS and full-time students, otherwise £10.00
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As noted in the last Recorder, Worcestershire Historical Society has teamed up with 
the University of Worcester and WAAS to mount a day school on Thomas Habington  
(1560-1647), an antiquary and a Roman Catholic. The aim of this event is to re-examine  
his life and work in the light of modern research. Habington’s house at Hindlip played  
a significant part in the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, and he wrote a history of Worcestershire 
that in manuscript influenced many historians of the county in subsequent centuries.  
Not until 1893 was the first part of his history published by the newly-founded  
Worcestershire Historical Society, which had considered calling itself the Habington Society 
to acknowledge his importance in the county. In this conference there will be talks on 
Habington’s ‘Survey of Worcestershire’; on new research on the Catholic background in a 
neighbouring county; on the archive collections which contain some of his writings; and on 
artefacts, portraits and a timber chest, that survive to provide a link between Habington’s 
world and our own. The day will be chaired by Stephen Roberts, Hon. General Editor of the 
Worcestershire Historical Society.

Outline programme:
Jan Broadway  Why wasn’t Habington’s Survey published?
Wendy Brogden  Catholicism in Context: 
 Late Elizabethan and early Jacobean Catholicism in Herefordshire
Don Gilbert  Habington’s Survey of Worcestershire: its Composition and Scope
Stephen Price The Habington Chest: re-assessment of an antiquary’s relic
Maggie Tohill The archives of the Lyttettons - History Makers and Empire Builders

Also on 18 April. The Ombersley Festival 
9.30 to 5pm at St Andrew’s Church. Funds raised will go towards maintaining its fabric.
A varied and thought-provoking day, with speakers from the University of Edinburgh, Queen 
Mary University, UCL and the BBC, a local historian and a direct descendant of Cromwell.

Prof Mona Siddiqui  Faith and the public space – a legal and political dilemma
Lord Prof Hennessy  Writing the history of one’s own times
Prof Tony Wright Influencing the history of one’s own times
Ben Wright Some pitfalls of reporting on contemporary events
Chris Gait A revolutionary church for modern times
Howard Robinson Oliver Cromwell’s contribution to our modern democracy

Tickets £30 in advance or £35 on the door, including refreshments and a light lunch, from: www.
purecharitv.org/osca.2 or Sue Hughes, 01905 620876. For information, www.Ombersley.net and 
e.d.ellis@bham.ac.uk.

Magna Carta at Worcester
www.worcestercathedral.co.uk/Magna_Carta_and_King_John.php
A series of events to mark the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta was launched on 5 March 
with a re-enactment, depicting barons demanding that King John seal the Magna Carta, at the 
Cathedral. An exhibition, ‘King John, Magna Carta and Worcester Cathedral’, is running 
in the north transept of the Cathedral throughout 2015 and 2016. From September pre-booked 
groups can see King John’s Will and artefacts in the Library.
Thursday 28 May  ‘Bad King John?  Did he do good at the end?  
 The relevance of the Magna Carta in the 21st Century’ 
 Sir Robert Worcester, Chairman of Magna Carta 800th Committee 
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As part of ‘The Civil War Nights’ at the Commandery, all at £7 starting 7pm:
Thursday 23 April  ‘A People’s History of the Civil War’
 Professor Diane Purkiss 
Thursday 30 April  ‘Turncoats and Renegades: Changing Sides in the English Civil Wars’
 Dr Andrew Hopper
Thursday 18 June ‘The Biography of Parliament’ 
 Chris Bryant MP

Magna Carta at Hereford
Hereford Cathedral claims to have the finest surviving 1217 charter, the most significant revision 
of the original 1215 document issued by Henry III. This is on view with other documents, 
illuminated manuscript books and artefacts of the period until 30 September at its exhibition 
‘Magna Carta: Icon of Justice – Pledge of Freedom’. 
http://www.herefordcathedral.org/visit-us/mappa-mundi-1/special-exhibitions

Two interesting lectures are being held at Hereford Cathedral:
16 April, 7pm ‘Magna Carta and English History’
 Professor Nigel Saul, Royal Holloway University of London
2 June, 7pm ‘The Hereford Magna Carta’
 Professor Nicholas Vincent, University of East Anglia

Worcester Birmingham & Droitwich Canals Society 
Celebrating 200 years of navigation with not one but four festivals during the year:
1-4 May: St Richards Festival, in Vines Park, Droitwich Spa; see the only extant Severn Trow;
15-17 May: Beer and Boat Festival in and around Alvechurch Marina;
12-14 June: Worcester Water Festival, in and around Lansdowne Park;
10-12 July: Kings Norton Festival in the Playing Fields.  
For further details visit their website at www.wbdcs.org.uk

11 to 26 July. CBA Festival of Archaeology 
Now in its 25th year; see http://www.archaeologyfestival.org.uk/whatson
You can enjoy a tour around Worcestershire County Museum’s Collections Centre, discovering 
its archaeological treasures, and see some of the Bredon Hill Coin Hoard being conserved.
For further information tel 01299 250416 or email: museum@worcestershire.gov.uk

1-15 August.  Battle of Evesham 750th anniversary
A full programme will include an exhibition on Simon de Montfort at the Almonry from July 
to September, and three evening lectures:
Tuesday 4:   ‘Magna Carta and the Montfort Parliament’ (keynote lecture)
  Professor David Carpenter
Monday 10:  ‘Why Simon de Montfort truly was the founder of Parliament’
 Katherine Ashe, author of a 4-volume ‘novelized history’, Montfort
Thursday 13:  ‘Simon de Montfort and Evesham Abbey’ 
 Dr David Cox 
Details from Clive Bostle, bostle@waitrose.com or www.battleofevesham.com   

19 September. Langland Study Day, King’s School Theatre
A joint event of Worcester Cathedral, Autumn in Malvern Festival and International Piers 
Plowman Society. A distinguished panel will speak on Langland and his poem, on medieval life, 
literature and music. Tickets £30 to include tea/coffee and lunch. Key details:
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Session 1: Introducing Piers Plowman
Dr Carl Schmidt, Emeritus Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford, editor of the standard edition of 
the original Middle English text of the poem
Session 2: The Literary Context of the Poem
Dr Lawrence Warner, Senior Lecturer in Medieval English at King’s College, London, and 
Director of the International Piers Plowman Society
Session 3: Medieval Music & Minstrelsy (live music)
Frances Eustace, medieval music specialist and performer
Session 4: Medieval Monasticism
The Right Reverend Dom Aidan Bellenger, OSB, former parish priest of Saint Wulstan’s, 
Malvern, and Abbot of Downside 
Session 5: The Life of Langland
Peter Sutton, author of a new verse translation of the poem
Followed by discussion and questions to all speakers
The Study Day will be followed at 17.30 by Choral Evensong in the Cathedral
See http://www.worcestercathedral.co.uk/media/Langland_eflyer.pdf

Worcestershire Archaeological Society Study Tour, 2015
Western Cornwall, Monday-Friday, 5-10 October, led by Michael & Jenny Goode
Cost £550. At the time of going to print, two places were available. To book or for information 
contact excursionsadministrator@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk. 

Our Study Tour to western Cornwall, an evocative region with a wonderful coastline and a 
variety of ancient sites, promises to be full of variety and interest, assisted by members of the 
Cornwall Archaeological Society. En route we plan to pause at Killerton House near Exeter 
(National Trust). We will visit St Michael’s Mount (NT), Chysauster Iron Age settlement 
(English Heritage), the Maritime Museum at Falmouth, Pendennis Castle (EH), Geevor Tin 
Mine, Ballowall Barrow (EH) and Trerice Elizabethan Manor House (NT). We will hope to 
have time to explore St lves, with its many artistic connections. Castle Drogo (NT) will feature 
during our return, with a stop for tea at King John’s Hunting Lodge at Axbridge (NT). Our base 
will be the Best Western Penmere Manor Hotel at Falmouth.

Advance notice for 2016
Caernarfon and the Llyn Peninsula, Monday to Saturday, 3 to 8 October 2016
6-day visit by coach. Cost around £550. Expressions of interest welcome
We are in the early stages of preparing a study tour to north-west Wales for autumn 2016. 
Plans include the pilgrim route to Bardsey, the castles of Conwy and Caernarfon, a visit to 
Portmeirion, and Anglesey.

Worcestershire Archaeological Society Excursions Programme, 2015
The coach tours (11 & 30 June and 29 July) are popular; to ensure a place book promptly when 
invited. Contact excursionsadministrator@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.org.uk

Tuesday 12 May  Worcester and Birmingham Canal. Own transport; led by Ian Hunter
This afternoon visit takes place 200 years to the day after the Committee of the Worcester & 
Birmingham Canal Company made the first recorded passage by boat from Tardebigge to Diglis 
in 1815. The canal was not opened to commercial traffic until December of that year. We will 
explore the southern terminus of the Canal at Diglis, finishing with tea at 4pm.
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Thursday 11 June Boughton House, Northants. Coach tour led by Michael Goode
Boughton House has been the home of the Montagu family and their descendants the Dukes of 
Buccleuch and Queensberry since 1528. Our guided tour will trace the 17th-century transformation 
from the original house of c1500, much of which remains. The contents are exceptionally rich 
in art and furniture, and the house is surrounded by an early 18th-century landscape, inspired by 
Versailles. After lunch we will have a conducted tour of the estate.

Tuesday 30 June Georgian Warwickshire Churches. Coach tour led by Peter and 
 Rosalind Bolton
We will visit four churches built in the 50 years after 1680. Honiley, a little but sophisticated 
church with its ‘exceptionally bold and exceptionally baroque tower’ (Pevsner), built in 1723, is 
attributed plausibly, if without documentary support, to Sir Christopher Wren who retired nearby; 
Haseley has kept most of its 18th-century fittings. After lunch we shall visit the delightful church 
of Idlicote, charmingly unrestored with its family chapel, and the pretty village of Honington 
where the church, c1685 with W tower of c1275-1300, has fine monuments to the families of 
adjoining Honington Hall.

Saturday 18 July Greyfriars Revealed with Michael & Jenny Goode and Stephen 
 Price
A fund-raising event to support the National Trust’s work at Greyfriars in Worcester, once owned 
by our Society. Hear the true story of the building’s history from our speakers, Society members 
Dr Pat Hughes and Nicholas Molyneux. Cost £20 per head including buffet supper.

Wednesday 29 July  Roman Venta Silurum Coach tour led by Garth Raymer
The market of the Silures, largest centre of civilian population in Wales during the Roman 
occupation, Caerwent is now a small village. Much within the town walls is agricultural but 
many buildings have been excavated, and large sections of the town wall and ramparts still 
stand. John Barnard, chair of the Caerwent Historic Trust, will lead a tour of the town visiting 
the excavations and the wall. After lunch we will visit the church where John will open up the 
archive of remains and artefacts belonging to the Historic Trust. 

Monday 3 August  Clive Bostle will lead an afternoon excursion, using private cars, to 
commemorate the Battle of Evesham which took place on 4 August 1265. Full details including 
meeting place and time are available from Clive or Muriel Tinsley. See also p22 

Wednesday 26 August  Medieval churches near Bromyard Own cars, with Tim Bridges
St James, Tedstone Delamere, stands isolated in fields with superb views. Partly Anglo-Saxon, it 
was much rebuilt by G.G.Scott in 1856. As well as fine Victorian fittings and stained glass there 
is a 15th-century rood screen and, outside, a 14th-century preaching cross. St John the Baptist, 
Whitbourne, next to the Court on the site of a manor of the bishops of Hereford, has a Norman 
nave with a fine doorway, 14th-century chancel and 15th-century tower, to which in 1864 a north 
aisle was added by A.E.Perkins (architect to Worcester Cathedral). The interior, successfully 
reordered in 2000, has medieval embroidery, a Norman font, interesting memorials, Victorian 
stained glass and a beautiful 1912 reredos by Powells.

Items for the next issue should be sent to the Editor, 
email recorder@worcestershirearchaeologicalsociety.co.uk by 1 September 2015.
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